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disclose the analysis of site-specific 
mitigation. 

Public participation is important. 
Comments from the public will 
continue to be used to:
—Identify, confirm or redefine potential 

issues. 
—Identify, confirm or redefine major 

issues to be analyzed in depth.
—Eliminate minor issues or those, 

which have been covered by a 
previous environmental analysis, 
such as the Lassen National Forest 
LRMP, and the SCSD FEIR. 

—Identify alternatives to the proposed 
action. 

—Identify, confirm or redefine potential 
environmental effects of the proposed 
action and alternatives (i.e. direct, 
indirect, and cumulative effects). 

—Determine potential cooperating 
agencies and task assignments.
To ensure that the full range of issues 

related to the proposed action is 
addressed and all significant issues are 
identified, comments and suggestions 
are invited from all interested parties. 

The comment period on the draft EIS 
will be 45 days from the date the EPA 
publishes the notice of availability in 
the Federal Register. At that time, copies 
of the draft EIS will be distributed to 
interested and affected agencies, 
organizations, tribes, and members of 
the public for their review and 
comment. It is important that those 
interested in the management of the 
Lassen National Forest participate at 
that time. 

Comments received in response to 
this solicitation, including names and 
addresses of those who comment, will 
be considered part of the public record 
on this proposed action and will be 
available for public inspection. 
Comments submitted anonymously will 
be accepted and considered. 
Additionally, pursuant to 7 CFR 1.27(d), 
any person may request the agency to 
withhold a submission from the public 
record by showing how the Freedom of 
Information (FOIA) permits such 
confidentiality. Persons requesting such 
confidentiality should be aware that, 
under the FOIA, confidentiality may be 
granted in only very limited 
circumstances, such as to protect trade 
secrets. The Forest Service will inform 
the requester of the agency’s decision 
regarding the request for confidentiality, 
and where the request is denied, the 
agency will return the submission and 
notify the requester that the comments 
may be resubmitted with or without 
name and address. 

The Forest Service believes, at this 
early state, it is important to give 
reviewers notice of several court rulings 

related to public participation in the 
environmental review process. First, 
reviewers of draft environmental impact 
statements must structure their 
participation in the environmental 
review of the proposal so that it is 
meaningful and alerts an agency to the 
reviewer’s position and contentions. 
Vermont Yankee Nuclear Power Corp. v. 
NRDC, 435 US. 519, 553 (1978). Also, 
environmental objections that could be 
raised at the draft environmental impact 
statement stage but are not raised until 
after completion of the final 
environmental impact statement may be 
waived or dismissed by the courts. City 
of Angoon v. Hodel, 803 F.2d 1016, 
1022 (9th Cir. 1986) and Wisconsin 
Heritages, Inc. v. Harris, 490 F. Supp. 
1334, 1338 (E.D. Wis. 1980). Because of 
these court rulings, it is very important 
that those interested in this proposed 
action participate by the close of the 
comment period so that substantive 
comments and objections are made 
available to the Forest Service at a time 
when it can meaningful consider them 
and respond to them in the final 
environmental impact statement. To 
assist the Forest Service in identifying 
and considering issues and concerns on 
the proposed action, comments on the 
draft environmental impact statement 
should be as specific as possible. It is 
also helpful if comments refer to 
specific pages or chapters of the draft 
statement. Comments may also address 
the adequency of the draft 
environmental impact statement or the 
merits of the alternatives formulated 
and discussed in the statement. 
Reviewers may wish to refer to the 
Council on Environmental Quality 
Regulations for implementing the 
procedural provisions of the National 
Environmental Policy Act at 40 CFR 
1503.3 in addressing these points.

Dated: December 2, 2002. 
Edward C. Cole, 
Forest Supervisor, Lassen National Forest.
[FR Doc. 02–31194 Filed 12–10–02; 8:45 am] 
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SUMMARY: The Lake Tahoe Basin Federal 
Advisory Committee will hold a 
meeting on January 14, 2003, at the 
North Tahoe Conference Center, 8318 
North Lake Blvd, Kings Beach, CA. This 

Committee, established by the Secretary 
of Agriculture on December 15, 1998, 
(64 FR 2876) is chartered to provide 
advice to the Secretary on implementing 
the terms of the Federal Interagency 
Partnership on the Lake Tahoe Region 
and other matters raised by the 
Secretary.
DATES: The meeting will be held January 
14, 2003, beginning at 9 a.m. and ending 
at 4 p.m.
ADDRESSES: The meeting will be held at 
the North Tahoe Conference Center, 
8318 North Lake Blvd., Kings Beach, 
CA.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Maribeth Gustafson or Jeannie Stafford 
Lake Tahoe Basin Management Unit, 
Forest Service, 870 Emerald Bay Road 
Suite 1, South Lake Tahoe, CA 96150, 
(530) 573–2642.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The 
committee will meet jointly with the 
Lake Tahoe Basin Executives 
Committee. Items to be covered on the 
agenda include: Proposed revision to 
the Committee’s mission, proposed 
meeting with the Secretary of 
Agriculture, status report of USFS FY 
2002 fire suppression deferrals, Lands 
Subcommittee update, update of the 
USFS forest fuels action plan, status 
report on the TRPA EIP update, status 
report on Pathway 2007, USACE update 
on Tahoe programs and projects, NRCS 
WHIP program, and public comment. 
All Lake Tahoe Basin Federal Advisory 
Committee meetings are open to the 
public. Interested citizens are 
encouraged to attend. Issues maybe 
brought to the attention of the 
Committee during the open public 
comment period at the meeting or by 
filing written statements with the 
secretary for the Committee before or 
after the meeting. Please refer any 
written comments to the Lake Tahoe 
Basin Management Unit at the contact 
address stated above.

Dated: December 2, 2002. 
Maribeth Gustafson, 
Forest Supervisor.
[FR Doc. 02–31171 Filed 12–10–02; 8:45 am] 
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In the Matter of: Alexander Zisman, 2 
Flotskaya, #81, Moscow, Russia, 125565, 
Respondent.
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