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Tribal-State Compacts for the purpose of 
engaging in class III gaming activities on 
Indian lands. The Assistant Secretary—
Indian Affairs, Department of the 
Interior, through his delegated 
authority, has approved the second 
amendment to the Tribal-State Compact 
for class III gaming between the 
Quinault Indian Nation and the State of 
Washington.

EFFECTIVE DATES: December 9, 2002.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
George T. Skibine, Director, Office of 
Indian Gaming Management, Bureau of 
Indian Affairs, Washington, DC 20240, 
(202) 219–4066.

Dated: November 22, 2002
Neal A. McCaleb, 
Assistant Secretary—Indian Affairs.
[FR Doc. 02–30968 Filed 12–6–02; 8:45 am] 
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ACTION: Notice of Nation—State Gaming 
Compact taking effect. 

SUMMARY: Pursuant to section 11 of the 
Indian Gaming Regulatory Act of 1988 
(IGRA), Public Law 100–497, 25 U.S.C. 
2710, the Secretary of the Interior shall 
publish, in the Federal Register, notice 
of approved Tribal-State Compacts for 
the purpose of engaging in Class III 
gaming activities on Indian lands. The 
Assistant Secretary—Indian Affairs, 
Department of the Interior, through his 
delegated authority, is publishing the 
notice that the Nation-State Compact for 
class III gaming between the Seneca 
Nation of Indians and the State of New 
York executed on August 18, 2002, is 
considered approved. By the terms of 
IGRA, this compact is considered 
approved, but only to the extent the 
compact is consistent with the 
provisions of IGRA.

EFFECTIVE DATE: December 9, 2002.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
George T. Skibine, Director, Office of 
Indian Gaming Management, Bureau of 
Indian Affairs, Washington, DC 20240, 
(202) 219–4066.

Dated: November 18, 2002. 
Neal A. McCaleb, 
Assistant Secretary—Indian Affairs.
[FR Doc. 02–30967 Filed 12–6–02; 8:45 am] 
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Notice of Intent To Prepare a Resource 
Management Plan and Environmental 
Impact Statement for the Phoenix Field 
Office

AGENCY: Bureau of Land Management, 
Phoenix Field Office.
ACTION: Notice of intent to prepare a 
Resource Management Plan (RMP) and 
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) 
for the Phoenix Field Office. These 
lands are located in Maricopa, Pinal, 
Pima, and Gila Counties, Arizona. 

SUMMARY: This document provides 
notice that the Bureau of Land 
Management (BLM), Phoenix Field 
Office intends to prepare a RMP for the 
southern portion of the Phoenix Field 
Office (referred to as Phoenix South 
RMP) in association with the Sonoran 
Desert National Monument RMP (notice 
published in the Federal Register Vol. 
67, No. 79, 20158; Wednesday April 24, 
2002) with one associated EIS for the 
two planning efforts. This planning 
activity encompasses approximately 1 
million acres of public land. The plan 
will fulfill the needs and obligations set 
forth by the National Environmental 
Policy Act (NEPA), the Federal Land 
Policy and Management Act (FLPMA), 
other laws, regulations, and BLM 
management policies. The BLM will 
work closely with interested parties to 
identify the management decisions that 
are best suited to the needs of the 
public. This collaborative process will 
take into account local, regional, and 
national needs and concerns. The first 
phase of the planning process is scoping 
which includes the identification of 
issues that should be addressed in the 
planning process and development of 
planning criteria.
DATES: The scoping comment period 
commences with the publication of this 
notice and will continue for at least 60 
days. Public meetings will be held in 
approximately late 2002–early 2003. 
Public notice will be provided 
specifying when the meetings will occur 
and will include notification of when 
the scoping period will close. 

Public Participation: Public meetings 
will be held throughout the plan 
scoping and preparation period. In order 
to ensure local community participation 
and input, public meeting locations will 
be rotated among towns in the planning 
area. Towns in the planning area 
include the metro-Phoenix area, 
Tonopah, Buckeye, Gila Bend, 
Maricopa, Ajo, Sells, Casa Grande, and 

Miami-Globe. Early participation by all 
those interested is encouraged and will 
help determine the future management 
of the public lands. At least 15 days 
public notice will be given for activities 
where the public is invited to attend. 
Written comments will be accepted 
throughout the planning process. 
Meetings and comment deadlines will 
be announced through the local news 
media, newsletters, and the BLM Web 
site (http://www.az.blm.gov). In addition 
to the ongoing public participation 
process, formal opportunities for public 
participation will be provided upon 
publication of the draft RMP/EIS.
ADDRESSES: Phoenix South—Sonoran 
Desert NM Planning, Bureau of Land 
Management, Phoenix Field Office, 
21605 N. 7th Avenue, Phoenix, AZ 
85027; Fax 623–580–5580. For further 
information and/or to have your name 
added to our mailing list, contact the 
Phoenix Field Office, Telephone 623–
580–5500.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The 
planning area is generally bounded by: 
Interstate 10 and Highway 60 on the 
north, the Maricopa-Yuma County line 
on the west, the U.S.-Mexican border on 
the south, and the eastern Phoenix Field 
Office boundary on the east. The 
resulting Phoenix South RMP will 
replace the Lower Gila South RMP, and 
parts of the Lower Gila North MFP and 
the Phoenix RMP. Preliminary issues 
and management concerns have been 
identified by BLM personnel, other 
agencies, and in meetings with 
individuals and user groups. They 
represent the BLM’s knowledge to date 
on the existing issues and concerns with 
current management. Additional issues 
and modifications to known issues will 
be identified during public scoping. The 
major issues that will be addressed in 
the plan effort include, but are not 
limited to, management of public land 
resources including natural resource 
management; cultural resource 
management and protection; recreation/
visitor use and safety; access and 
transportation on the public lands; 
location and management of utility 
corridors; management of grazing, 
mining, mineral materials, and other 
uses; and integration of public land 
management, local community, tribal, 
and other agency needs and plans. 

After gathering public comments on 
what issues the plan should address, the 
suggested issues will be placed in one 
of three categories: 

1. Issues to be resolved in the plan; 
2. Issues resolved through policy or 

administrative action; or 
3. Issues beyond the scope of this 

plan.
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