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RABBITS AND HARES: PICTORIAL KEY TO COMMON UNITED STATES SPECIES

X NOTE: Rabbits and hares are lagomorphs, not rodents. The incisor teeth
under 4-1/8 inches long* are used to differentiate these two groups of mammale.

hind foot stc!'ut
over 4-1/8 inches long*

to 18-1/4 inches
11-1/2 inches

Sylvilagus idahoensis
PYGMY RABBIT

Southealstem U. S.

lrow 2 rows- >
Genus Sylvilagus - — . Genus Lepus
RABBITS RODENT LAGOMORPH HARES
l 1
Western U. S. total length 11-3/4
total length under

1
Southeastern U. S.
total length over
20 inches -

7 Sylvilagus aquaticus

total length 6.2 to

total length about 9 7.5 times ear length

times ear [ength

Sylvilagus palustris

MARSH RABBIT

{
total length about 6.2

SWAMP RABBIT

West Co’ast of U, S.
total length less than 6
times ear length

Sylvilagus bachmani
BRUSH RABBIT

total length about 6.7
times ear length
_...hind feet with long fur

times ear length

]
total length about 7.2
hind feet with short fur

times ear length
under tail white

fa
Sylvilagus auduboni
DESERT COTTONTAIL

Sylvilagus nuttalli

NUTTALL COTTONTAIL

_Sylvilagus floridanus

EASTERN COTTONTAIL

total lenglth about 6.7

|
total length about 5.9
times ear length

—
total length about 7.5
times ear length
under tail not white
“ stripe between ears

Sylvilagus transitionalis
NEW ENGLAND COTTONTAIL

T
total length about 7.4
times ear length
upper foot dark

times ear length
tail dark

tail tight

Lepus americanus
VARYING HARE

Lepus townsendi

WHITE-TAIL JACK

Lepus europueus
EUROPEAN HARE

*All measurements for adults.

1
total length about 4.8
times ear length
upper foot white W

Lepus californicus
BLACK-TAIL JACK
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