
Preparation for final EPA action
Prepare approval letter/ROD
Prepare final briefing materials
Brief HQ?OST of Region’s action
Informal notification to State/Tribe

Correspond/meet to discuss issues

Attachment 1 Water Quality Standards - Revision and Consultation Process/Time Line

Concurrent R6/HQ review and comments on draft documents

Attend State/Tribal meetings/hearings as resources allow

Provide Agency comments

State/Tribe initiates a standards reviewState/Tribe initiates a standards review ESA consultationsESA consultations

Coordinate with Service(s)/Input to State/Tribe

Initiate informal consultation w/ Service(s)

Local/Regional Review Team: Identify workload requirements

Incorporate State/Tribe data on T/E 
species impacted by revisions 

EPA develops 
Biological Evaluation

State/Tribe submits new/revised WQSState/Tribe submits new/revised WQS
60/90 day statutory “clock” initiated60/90 day statutory “clock” initiated

State/Tribal Coordinator evaluate extent and technical 
complexity of the submission

Supporting documentation (40 CFR 131.6)
Identify politically complex/sensitive issues
Preliminary determination if provisions are 
approvable

Day 1-10

State/Tribal 
Coordinator will carry 

out review 
independently

Regional and State/Tribal 
Coordinators determine FTE 

needed to complete w/in 
60/90 day timeframe

Brief Section Chief on Review Strategy
Content and complexity of submittal
Identify support needs from Mgmt./ORC
Coordinate with HQ/OST

Large 
revision / 

technically 
complex

noyes

Day 10

Day 10-45

State/Tribal Coordinator / Team review of submittal
(If technically complex, assign components to team for review)

Detailed evaluation of supporting documentation (40 CFR131.6)
Standards provisions
UAA - use and criteria modification
WER
Performance-based standards (if adopted)

Additional briefings as needed
HQ/OST
R6 management

Are 
provisions 
approvable

no yes

Day 45-55

Day 55-60
EPA approval of State/Tribal submittalEPA approval of State/Tribal submittal

Submit final action letter/ROD to Submit final action letter/ROD to 
State/TribeState/Tribe
Update docket fileUpdate docket file

EPA disapproval of provision(s)EPA disapproval of provision(s)
Regional Administrator Regional Administrator 
briefing/concurrencebriefing/concurrence
OST  briefing/concurrence OST  briefing/concurrence 
Promulgation ofPromulgation of
disapproved provision(s)disapproved provision(s)

Day 60-90

yes

State/Tribal 
Coordinator 
will continue 
consultation / 

BE 
development

Regional 
coordinator will 

request additional 
team staff to 

assist State/Tribal 
Coordinator

Determination 
of effect

Concurrence 
from 

FWS/NOAA

No effect

May affect
Likely to 
adversely affect

EPA Action 
under 7(d)

Provide final Agency comments

Non-
federal 

designee
no

yes

Not 
received

Initiate Formal 
Consultation

yes

no

State/Tribe develops 
Biological Evaluation

(EPA retains oversight)

no

yes

Complete consultation 
under 7(d)

Approved 
under 7(d)

No further action 
necessary

no

May affect 
Not likely to 
adversely 
affect

Service develops a biological 
opinion

Conservation 
recommendations
Incidental take statement
Reasonable and prudent 
alternatives

Jeopardy 
opinion

no

yes

Can EPA 
comply

yes

Apply for 
exemption

no

no

yes

Submit application 
for exemption

Exemption 
approved

no

yes

Will
additional

FTE be needed to 
complete Consultation 

or biological
evaluation?


