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402.  REIMBURSEMENT FOR FACILITY DIALYSIS SERVICES

Subject to the deductible and coinsurance, the amount reimbursable to a non-hospital renal dialysis facility for a maintenance dialysis treatment or self-care dialysis session is computed by the intermediary as the lower of:

A.  the customary charge of this facility for a dialysis treatment or self-care dialysis training session based on the weighted average of reimbursements from all parties made to the facility for such treatments furnished during the 12-month period preceding July 1, 1973.

If a customary charge cannot be derived on this basis because the facility was not in operation during the 12-month period preceding July 1, 1973, the facility's proposed schedule of charges and those of other facilities in the area will be considered in determining the reimbursable amount.


OR
B.  the appropriate facility dialysis payment screens described in §402.2 below.

402.1  Exceptions to the Reimbursement Rate.--A facility which can demonstrate a need for a rate of reimbursement in excess of its current rate may submit documentation of its costs and request a reimbursement exception.

When a facility requests an exception, it must submit a statement explaining the reasons that may justify its excess costs.  For example, a facility's costs may be higher than those ordinarily experienced because the facility retains in its renal dialysis program only those patients who require extraordinary care for specific medical reasons.  Accordingly, more personnel time per patient is necessary.  This may require the facility to retain a larger staff than may be needed by a facility that has patients requiring less individual care during the course of a dialysis treatment.  Therefore, the cost per dialysis may be higher in this facility than in other facilities.

The facility sends this information to its intermediary who reviews it for completeness and accuracy. Once the intermediary determines that the request is complete, it makes a recommendation on the request and forwards it to HCFA's Central Office:

Health Care Financing Administration

Division of Alternative Reimbursement Systems

1-A-1 East Low Rise

6325 Security Boulevard

Baltimore, Maryland 21207
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402.2  Facility Dialysis Payment Screens.--Reimbursement for facility dialysis services is limited by one of the payment screens listed below.  The basic screens are $138 per treatment for maintenance dialysis and $158 per treatment for self-dialysis training. These amounts are modified under certain circumstances, as discussed below.


Summary of Facility Payment Screens
Treatment
    Physicians on
Physicians Not on

Condition
Alternative Method(1)
Alternative Method
Maintenance dialysis

with routine laboratory(2)

138

150

Maintenance dialysis

without routine laboratory(2)

 l33

145

Self-care dialysis training

with routine laboratory

158

170

Self-care dialysis training

without routine laboratory

153

165

Extended peritoneal dialysis

(20-29 hours duration)

with routine laboratory(3)

207

225

Extended peritoneal dialysis

(20-29 hours duration)

without routine laboratory(3)

199.50

217.50

(1)The alternative reimbursement method (ARM) for physician services is described in Section 901.3 of the Provider Reimbursement Manual, Part 2 (HCFA Pub. 15-2-9).

(2)These rates apply to maintenance hemodialysis and maintenance intermittent peritoneal dialysis but not continuous ambulatory peritoneal dialysis (CAPD).  CAPD is a home dialysis maintenance therapy and not an infacility maintenance therapy.

(3)When extended peritoneal dialysis of 20-29 hours duration is needed more frequently than twice per week, additional medical evidence must be submitted to and accepted by the intermediary before additional payment can be made.
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Treatment
   Physicians on
Physicians Not on

Condition
Alternative Method(1)
Alternative Method
Extended peritoneal dialysis

(30 hours or more)

with routine laboratory(4)

414

450

Extended peritoneal dialysis

(30 hours or more)

without routine laboratory(4)

399

435

Self-care intermittent

peritoneal dialysis training

with routine laboratory

158

170

Self-care intermittent

peritoneal dialysis training

without routine laboratory

153

165

Self-care continuous ambulatory

peritoneal dialysis training

with routine laboratory

150

162

Self-care continuous ambulatory

peritoneal dialysis training

without routine laboratory

145

157

(4) When extended peritoneal dialysis of 30 hours or more is needed more frequently than once per week, additional medical evidence must be submitted to and accepted by the intermediary before additional payment can be made.
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