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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Nat;lonal Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
PROGRAM PLANNING AND INTEGRATION
Silver Spring. Maryland 20910

AUG I 2003

To All Interested Government Agencies and Public Groups:

Under the National Environmental Policy Act, an environmental review has been performed on the
following action.

TITLE: Environmental Assessment of the Guideline Harvest Level for the Guided
Recreational Halibut FishelY in International Pacific Halibut Commission Areas 2c
and 3a.

LOCATION: The guided recreational halibut fisheries in the Bering Sea Aleutian Islands Area and
the groundfish fisheries in the Gulf of Alaska

SUMMARY: The action analyzed is the assessment of potential impacts of implementing a
regulatory amendment for a guideline harvest level (GHL) in the halibut charter
fisheries in International Pacific Halibut Commission (rPHC) Areas 2C (Southeast
Alaska) and 3A (Southcentral Alaska). Currently there is no limit on the annual
harvest of halibut by anglers utilizing charterboats, lodges, and outfitters. The GHL
establishes an amount of halibut that will be monitored annually in the guided
recreational fishery.

RESPONSIBLE
OFFICIAL: Sue Salveson

Assistant Regional Administrator
Sustainable Fisheries Division
Alaska Region, NMFS
P.O. Box 21668, Juneau, AK 99802-1668
Phone: (907) 586-7228

The environmental review process led us to conclude that this action will not have a significant
impact on the environment. Therefore, an environmental impact statement was not prepared. A copy
of the finding of no significant impact, including the environmental assessment, is enclosed for your
information. Also, one copy of your comments should be sent to the NOAA Office of Strategic
Planning (PPI/SP), SSMC3 Rm. 15603, 1315 East-West Hwy, Silver Spring, MD 20910.

Sincerely,

~--<.-~
Jo.¥ie Wooif
NEPA Coordinator

Enclosure

*Printed on Recycled Paper






























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































