Preface

This book assesses the scientific basis for conserv-
ing the American marten, fisher, lynx, and wolver-
ine. It consists of literature reviews for each species
and a discussion of management considerations and
information needs. The species' accounts were writ-
ten by recognized authorities who were asked to re-
view and synthesize existing knowledge about the
biology and ecology of each species, paying particu-
lar attention to aspects of their natural histories that
affect the conservation of populations in the western
montane regions of the conterminous United States.
In Chapter 6, we evaluate this knowledge base and
discuss considerations for land managers. Chapter 7
describes what is critically needed to develop scien-
tifically sound conservation strategies for each spe-
cies. Throughout the text, we have used the term "un-
published" as an integral part of a citation when ref-
erence is made to a document that has not been peer
reviewed and is not widely available as a printed
document. We hope readers will find this helpful in
evaluating the nature of a citation without constantly
referring to the literature cited sections.

Our efforts and those of our collaborators build
on the foundation of information that has been es-
tablished by others. In addition to the researchers
who produced the information summarized in this
book, we acknowledge the important contributions
of Bill Ruediger and John Weaver. Bill is responsible
for organizing the Western Forest Carnivore Com-
mittee, a group dedicated to coordinating the activi-
ties and concerns of state and federal agencies and
various nongovernmental organizations. In his role
as Threatened, Endangered, and Sensitive Species
Program Manager for the Northern Region of the
National Forest System, Bill also sponsored the de-
velopment of useful literature reviews on the fisher,
lynx, and wolverine. Finally, Bill suggested to Jack
Lyon a method by which Forest Service Research
could synthesize existing information on the fisher,
lynx, and wolverine and develop a research ap-
proach. The result was a contract with John Weaver,
through the Intermountain Research Station, for a
synthesis and recommendations for needed research.
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John's work stands out as an important contribution
to our knowledge of forest carnivores. Both of these
individuals have made significant contributions to
the conservation of forest carnivores, and we are in-
debted to them for their efforts.

The material in Appendix C was developed
through considerable effort by our management part-
ners. Chris Jauhola and Diane Macfarlane of the Pa-
cific Southwest Region of the National Forest Sys-
tem led the management portion of our conserva-
tion assessment team. We greatly appreciate their
efforts. Special thanks to Erin O'Doherty of the Rocky
Mountain Forest and Range Experiment Station for
assistance in compiling the maps in Appendix B. We
thank the British Columbia Ministry of Environment,
Lands, and Parks, Wildlife Branch, especially Ray
Halladay, for cooperation in producing the ecologi-
cal stratification scheme presented in Appendix A.
We also thank Tom Hoekstra and Mike Lennartz of
Forest Service Research and Phil Janik and Dale
Bosworth of the National Forest System for their guid-
ance throughout the conservation assessment process.

We gratefully acknowledge the contributions of
our peer reviewers who spent much time comment-
ing on earlier drafts of each chapter. For their help-
ful suggestions we thank Sandra Martin, Rudy King,
Martin Raphael, John Weaver, Greg Hayward, Rob-
ert Pfister, John Squires, Diane Macfarlane, Nancy
Warren, Keith Giezentanner, Donna Storch, Howard
Hudak, Brian Giddings, Robert Naney, Lowell
Suring, Ed Toth, Diana Craig, David Brittell, Ted
Bailey, Jeft Copeland, Michelle Tirhi, Jeffrey Jones, Wil-
liam Krohn, Kerry Foresman, Bill Ruediger, and repre-
sentatives of the Western Forest Carnivore Committee.

Finally, special thanks to Lane Eskew, Station Edi-
tor, for his expertise in all phases of book production
and to Tracey Parrish for her tireless editorial assistance.
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