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BD Statement Regarding Worldwide Voluntary Recall of  
BD ProbeTec™ ET Urine Processing Kits 

 
Franklin Lakes, NJ (January 28, 2005) – BD (Becton, Dickinson and Company) (NYSE:BDX) has 
executed a voluntary product recall of certain lots of Urine Processing Kits, Catalog #440454. This 
field corrective action included notification to customers worldwide by telephone and by letter. 
 
The Urine Processing Kit is designed to remove amplification inhibitors for testing urine specimens 
with Chlamydia trachomatis and Neisseria gonorrhoeae amplified DNA assays. These two organisms 
are common causes of sexually transmitted infections in both men and women.   
 
The recall was initiated on January 10, 2005 after complaints were received regarding an increased 
level of indeterminate results from urine specimens stored with a urine processing pouch (UPP) at 
refrigerated temperatures.  The impacted lots of UPPs were distributed between February and August 
2004. 
 
BD also found an increased risk of false negative results if the Amplification Control (AC) was not 
used during testing.  Patients with false negative results who were not treated for these sexually 
transmitted infections may either unknowingly remain infected or experience continued symptoms.  In 
addition, there is an increased risk of transmitting these infections to unprotected sexual partners.   
 
A root cause has been identified and BD has adopted additional quality inspection and testing to assure 
that all other product performs acceptably. 
 
The lots were distributed in the United States and Europe, with smaller amounts distributed to 
Australia and Canada. BD continues to work with the impacted customers, as patient safety and the 
efficacy of our products are BD’s first priorities. 
 
BD has notified the U.S. Food and Drug Administration and other worldwide health agencies as 
necessary, and is working with them to coordinate recall activities.  Laboratories and/or physicians 
with questions can contact BD at 1-800-638-8663 in the U.S. and the appropriate BD representatives 
in Europe, Canada, and Australia.   
 

 
-more- 



BD is a medical technology company that serves healthcare institutions, life science researchers, 
clinical laboratories, industry and the general public.  BD manufactures and sells a broad range of 
medical supplies, devices, laboratory equipment and diagnostic products.  For the fiscal year ended 
September 30, 2004, BD reported total revenues of $4.935 billion. 
 

*** 
 
This press release may contain certain forward-looking statements (as defined under Federal 
securities laws) regarding BD’s performance, including future revenues, products and income, or 
events or developments that BD expects to occur or anticipates occurring in the future.  All such 
statements are based upon current expectations of BD and involve a number of business risks and 
uncertainties.  Actual results could vary materially from anticipated results described, implied or 
projected in any forward-looking statement.  Factors that could cause actual results to vary materially 
from any forward-looking statement include, but are not limited to: competitive factors; pricing and 
market share pressures; changes in interest or foreign currency exchange rates; difficulties inherent in 
product development and delays in product introductions; changes in regional, national or foreign 
economic conditions; increases in energy costs; fluctuations in costs and availability of raw materials 
and in BD’s ability to maintain favorable supplier arrangements and relationships; and changes in 
healthcare or other governmental regulation; issuance of new or revised accounting standards, as well 
as other factors discussed in this press release and in BD’s filings with the Securities and Exchange 
Commission.  We do not intend to update any forward-looking statements to reflect events or 
circumstances after the date hereof except as required by applicable laws or regulations.  
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