February 3, 1999

Betty, Jim, and Gib, and Mary Ann:

While doing some research for out 1997 Chickamauga anniversary program, I looked at
the pension file of 1* Lt. Ed. M. Wright of Battery C (Houghtaling’s), 1* Illinois Light
Artillery and read with interest the tragic story of the affect of the Battle of Stones River
on Wright, the actual commander of the batiery on that fateful December day when it lost
all its guns (Houghtaling was serving as Sheridan’s chief of artillery). During that brief
trip to the National Archives (I could only squeeze out one day there during that vacation
trip). I was only able to take notes from the file. Subsequently, in 1998, on another
vacation trip, I went back and looked at the file again and copied the important parts.
Enclosed is a copy of those parts for you all's Battery C, 1* Illinois Light Artillery file; in
light of the new emphasis on so social history in the Park Circus, here’s a tragic, but great
story. Hope you all can use it.

Ogden
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