Be
to

59

do with cards. I try to remember you and your family at a throne
of grace twice a day. I hope you will live with them again in
this world and in the world to come,.

I must bring my letter to a close. I am your affec-
tionate uncle until death. Write to me again soon.

Wm., A, Witten

William Witten

o T e L S

Shelbyville Tenn,
Feb, 1lth, 1863

Dear Brother,

I sit down this evening to write you a few lines to let
you know that I am still in the land of the living, The last
letter that I got from Mother, she said that you was at home and
was verry unwell, Benson wrote to me that your regiment was at
Port Hudson. Lieut. Baldwin is going to Arkansas. I send this
letter by him, and I want you to write to me and tell me all
about your capture and how you fared, You can write here by mail
any time,

I have seen sights and heard little things growl since
I saw you, I have been in five battles: Oak Hills, Mo.; Elk
Horn Ark.; Farmington, Miss,.; Richmond, Ky., and Murfreesboro,
Tenn,; but have come out safe this far., I cannot begin to write
you what I have went through, At Murfreesboro I had my Ramrod
cut in two and one hole in my coat, but did not get hurt. When
we left Murfreesboro, we fell back to this place. The Feds are
still there yet, but I expect we will have to fight them soon
again,

Coke described the battle at Oak Hill (Wilson Creek) in an
earlier letter., Pea Ridge Natiomal Military Park, 10 miles
northeast of Rogers Arkansas marks the site of the battle
of Elk Horn (Pea Ridge).
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Uncle Houston Dickey's son Houston was taken prisner at
the late battle and aunt Susan Miller's youngest son was severly
wounded and had to be 1lift, and his brother stayed with him, so
they are both in the hands of the enemy,

Since we have been here I got five days permit and wint
to Uncle Henderson Smalls and Uncle James Pattersons. They are
all well, Uncle James Patterson and all the boys ware Union .and
his sons-in-laws are all in the southern army, The last litter
that I got from Benson was dated Jan, the 7th, He was well then,
He has went through some hard fighting., Hack is at the hospital
now, though he is not much sick, He is very anxious to hear what
became of Euclid., Wilkirs. You must try and do the best you can,
I hope we will all be spaired to see peace once more and all get
home together again., Be sure and write to me.

I hope there is a better day comeing.

Your brother until death,
Coke,

Direct your letters to
Shelbyville Tenn
Company F, First Rigimint Arks, Mounted Riflemen,

McNairs Brigade
L 3

% % % % *

Shelbyville, Tenn.
Feb, 13th, 1863

Dear sister & friends,

I wrote a litter on the 10th to Page & Salina and as
Lieut Baldwin, who is going to Little Rock, did not get of as
soon as he expected, I thought I would write a line more to you.
I have writen two letters to Mother since the late Battle at
Murfreesboro, and if she got them you of course read them, We
are still at the same place twenty five miles from Murfreesboro
in the muddyest place that I ever saw. A Horse lot is a fair
sample, The Federals are still at Murfreesboro, Our cavilry
keeps them in hot water all the time distroying thier provision
trains, They will certainly will have to advance or fall back
soon, and I expect we will have a nother fight soon,

Since we have been at this place I got a five days
permit and got on the cars at seven o'clock in the morning and
eat Brakefast next morning at Uncle Henderson Smalls', The
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distance was one hundred and fifty miles. Uncle Henderson lives
on the Railroad three miles from Sweetwater Depot. They ware
mich surprised to see me. Next morning Letty Browder, who lives
close by uncle Hendersons, went with me down to uncle James
Patterson. Stayed there until after dinner next day, and just

2s we ware starting James Wesley Dickey rode up. He came on with
us about five miles, He is now Presiding Elder, and they gll say
the best preacher there is in the country., He was verry glad to
see me, Told me that after the Battle he came to our army and
spent one hole day hunting for me, He told me, as all the rist
of the friemds did, that anything that I was in need of I had
only to let it be known, He even asked me if I needed money.

The friends are all will,

Aunt Betsy Neely was living in the lower end of Meigs
county, Aunt Eliza Small says she is doing as well as heart
could wish, Aunt Ann is in Illinois at William Rector's. William
Patterson and Luther at the commencement of the War moved to
Kentucy, Newton is living in Kingston. Uncle James Patterson
and all of his boys are Union, but all of his soninlaws are in
the southern army. When we was at Louden I got three days and
went to Uncle Houston and down by our old place. Stopt at the
Meeting house, saw Father's grave, and went as far as Uncle
James Patterson. Nothing looks natural except the meeting house
& grave yard, It is all just the same as it used to be. There
is a Poplar tree at the head of Father's grave that is more than
one foot through, This I have no recollection of; it has cer-
tainly grown since we left thare,

Tell 1little Coke that I have not forgoten him, that if
T live until the War is over I will come home. There is a goodeal
of talk here about peace, but although I beleve there is a great
change in the north of late, I think we will have some more hard
fighting to yet,

Aunt Susan Miller has only two sons, Thomas and Charles,
Charles wes severely wounded at the late Battle & could not be
moved and his brother stayed with him. So they are both in the
hands of the enemy, Our cousin Houston Dickey also was taken
prisner.

Your brother until death,
Coke

Write to me,

The poplar tree at the head of John Wesley Witten's grave
possibly is the same tree Aunt Alta described to me in 1968
when my family was planning to do genealogical research in
Tennessee, However, between the time of her visit and
ours, the cemetery had been cleaned and the tree removed.
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i.ctter writter by Grerndmetuer Cirglell to Aubt ncse . fter she © d
fournd my i tter wounded in the L ttle of .irfre sboro.

wcte Grend. cther hed driven Irom wwensboro, s“entucky vhere she

ved, in &n = fort tc see her two scris who were in the Cernf-der:te
Arey -nd she h d henrd they were Jn Toircasse,s GChe w's ccciniinied
by a ycung n¢;hew, willi:m teyton. 38he h:d Lreupht welicines nd
clothes for Lhe yourger scn Jia 1¢, whic hed writion thst he nc: ded
werm clctbiinge Williem seyton wes o1.ly about fcurtecn ye.rs ¢ d but
he w:8 usome (rotecticn :nd eculd lock :fter the horsenend buggy. FC.o.

The letier is very fadedei:rt cf it is writ:en Jr 1k rd _..rt in
rencil srd th-t pert 1s very p-le lInde-d, Sl

1 kncew you ere now enxious to heer and 1 sn onxicus sabout veu. I had
sore tevble .elting over the Cunberlend ilver and some uncvcejdrble
delaye. 1 pgot to vre. vevis' {ive drys sfter Willi=m -nd Jir. ie hed
lest, Ji. .dc for Lh:ottuncige (rd willicm for :ecdyville,

wilid:m had tils Chrigtn:.s di:rer ct Col, iutn:m's. He 1-ft thrre
friday .orndng «nd 1 got there “-turdsy evering in s most terrible
heil . nd rein storme, 1 s3t:yed there cn Sunid:y t« rest the hcrse,

Un #ordcy 1 stert d to rurirecstoro. 7The bsttle h:d Btirted end was
raging. I came in town wedn. 2d .y wcrringe ~fter scwe in uiry rnd
seerch I found wiere ', wuith's Ccloiss.ry etc were cuig; ed-sbout
two :iies from towne 1 went there snd inguired fer Gen. : ¢ CGcow.nls
Jivision-tic hure krigedee 1 scurn found ¢ z:n who knew ycur brcther
end hs ccize cut tc see me., Whien 1 told btidm I w-s cCeptein C.mitellts
mcth:r ke sedd "1 khow fim theough 1 never sew him-tl:@ brevest - n con
esrti: «nd one ¢f the best", They s-1d he w 38 tiien on the ficld of
bi:ttle es3 chgjore The wuskets :nd eccnnon roered as no ore on esrth
carn J«seribe mer c.rn 1 ever tell you how wy heart wus eching.

A ¥:n cane from the f4.-ld-cne ef willlen's ren~ and s id C:pt-in

Cea bell w 8 wouraed and brought off". 1 ssid ecsn ycu tell m where
he 18 to which he answered”he is not d.ngercusly wcitnded apd is in
the old Acsdemy®s 1 then hed tc ccme brek two uviles end sesrche

i went irnteo threc rocis locking £ &l! the wourded soldiers-rerhsps

170 xzer,y then irto rrncther rc'm where 1 foura wiildrm (rencil used fro
ncw on) b dly weunded in the leg-sbcut h 1f wiy tetween the cnkle nnd
Kmee., The Lcre was xuch fractured. It v s awful end is still ncrrid.
1l w.s sireid for two d-ys t:et bis iife wes in dunger s«nd thcught his
leg would t:ve to be axr-utiteds 1 kb ve fcund Dr. serdletcen of Hert-
ford and he h:s t:ken cnsrge of t:e ¢ se, 1 thirk he wi_’® trest it sc
&3 to s:ve the lcg but thiok he wust te lexe, he Le rs it well wnd
tries to be sheorfule seys if re 15 1 me- i1t will rcleese Lim from

81l &::ri ge ccntrsetsl 1 o ot know whet e weuld hrve depe oOr
wi.at he wili still do 4f 1 were not here, f¢cr there ere sc i ny
wCunidel= gbeut 00 nere nowe Sore were sert oif ¢ wWilliin snd some
other officers were not nbic to b« movel ¢r 'ley wculd net b ve re-
meired to be priscrers.

i w351 weite ;g B 23 oW a1l &8s 1 e el e JBer 1 w111 ¥ hohe
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The flesh just leg 1 last right tc slcuchs A lorge 72 rcef ¢ o 1g
roked this morning end trhe Inflaw. ztien sze cs to ba sssuiipad  caa,

se 18 4n & hospit 1 tunuch ticre 33 orly onhe cther wounded w b in the
v- e He 13 8 C-pt 1o +lso aad h 3 8 brotiier to w it on Lin, ey
are very Lice i-ab Y. <Yk RS 8 uid :Te cgusinted with Or. Stirnin's
i'meie in Arkens-8, he¢ 13 1ead.

1 arm busy ircm acrrldng souatxfxmx tii nig't :rd from night ti11 -orn-
Jrge 1 st y ©11 the time with Willilch, The Yoe# 13 very -ice and
cornf:rt:bles I sleep & little sittirng Iin 2 ctz4r or ny be:d cor his
cote The next rcwe is the Jurgeont'=such aa tiey ire-tuc ich they
sra gentle andi manly they ire gre;r. ¢—gre.p.

Ycu must wriie to Ccusin C r.11nr anry to let her know how Flatcrer
18.4d1rect tc Sscramento. &1 illth way §s sliightly wecunded in the
leg. iie 15 in towne 1 went to zee i _nd he seems checrful,

Y.ur aif ctioniste icther,

williem s¢ s 3o srxious tc see you, v -nuery 10, 1563

& few lines ¢ ded tc b1 of let:ers "1 liive buzen kere lc 4:ys tut will
be tr.: sferred 3..n"

s¢ meny things reg rding this tf © + fe 1 that 1 must sy something
abcut it. FEkoth wy Fether end .unt -icse 1-ved tc tell (bout it.

wh:en Grandeotiier ¢nd willi mw ieyton re-~ci.ed surfr:-. sbore the brttle
w3s raglng end they stsoyed in the woods just »t the adge of the town
ur.til the battle w. 8 cver. When sie fin:lly locsted Fstier in the
cld oehco: Acsdeny he 8 i4d “kcther 1 knew ycu woculd co e%, vi.en they
left the hospit.l they ware ;:ut in rcer cn tne seccrd fleor of an
cld schcel btullding srd Gr:rvdmother L:d no ccnvenichces ni no reom
to herself. B8he hung szlarge grsy ond blsek and wi.ite wecl shawdl
acrcss the corner end used th:t for her dressing room. 1 hove th:t
¢1d gre stawl ind ;rize it very muche it i3 f:ded end dsrned in
several ileces. Trey st yed ip this building for three merths. Dur-
irg th-t tiveketrer's wcurded leg hi:d to te tiken off- with «nly e
gless of ulidiskey te desder the ipsin. Tie Jecier 3sid P ticer must have
Li’ke Grarduother scouted aprournd nit foeurd s eow, but there wes nc
food for the cow. ohe L..de frienas with cre cf the Sentries who teld
L.ar wihien his beek wonld be turncd wund she could t.ie .cme corn fr.om
tredir su; lies-tiis she did every d:y :nd so the cow get food nd

F. t'er his .1lk. khen Frther wcs able to be oxchanged he wos sent

o 9 zrincn in Okle, luter ¢n got to irk.ns~s snrd t:en raturned tc
tre ‘rmy «nd stayed in the vu: =t rpi sters Jepsrt:ent until the closec.
< w B B nefor et that tire. wbum : sked sbout the iriscn in Chic he
tlweys seid th t was scumething Le rever t:lked bcut-and so we knew
nctring of ig ti:e in the friscr Cami.

. ve (a«.c :thlj



