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Carp ncar Doston Mountain (Arkansas)

2nd Yorch, 1062

To: Miss Carrie M. lMuldrow

I take a moments liesure to write you a hasty note to give you ry uherc-
abouts and a furthcr assurance that you are always rirst in 1y thouchis,

Cur Conpany returned yesterdsy from a very fatiguing scout of fivc daySe ;
I vas in comaand of all the effective nen In wmmy ovmn Company, and thirty of ansther

Company. We wcra all under the command of Major Rob, of Texas, vwho has considcrcble
reputation as a scout,

here were about 550 men in all. lc flenked the enemy and went in their rcor
to Kirksville, FMissourl, where ue found two Conpanics of the encryy and attacked
thern, In the night we had a little fight that lasted about 15 or 20 minutes,
Ve killed some of the enemy, estimated at from five to twenty five. Uz could not
tell the precise nuaber as they were in the bushes, and it was quite derk, o2
burned five wsgons lcoded with suttlers supplies and took about 60 horces and
mules, The trip was altogether the most fatuging we have ever been on,

The wcn were out of provisions hlaf the time, and our way was throuzh the
nost rugged mcuntain country I have ever prroled over, The horses were mony of
them entirely winded.

I am happy to report there was not a man killed on our eide, and caly one or
tuo slightly wounded. I think considering the mznner in uhich the attack was nzde
that it was a wost providential escepe I have cver Imowun,

This morning orders have been iscued for the ulole divis
day's rations, and we expect to have to attack the cnenty,  They are betuzen
Fayetteville and the lMissouri line., 1k do not lmoy what their foree is.
(They did not Ymow it,

but they werc preparing for the Dattle of Pca Rid .
wihich wos to follow a3 few da)fs__l..rrfL). Ce Lldge,

ion to prepare six

The weather 1s very cold this morning, snow, slect and freezing,

I cannot write you in full,
1z often,

1th, I

You rust excuse this hasty note and write to
I have Just this morning received your very weleome leiter of the
assure you 1t afforded me the pgreatest pleacure to lmow that you ~rc ucll.
1y health is perfectly good now ard I will comzly wd i i i
y : \ i 3D iith vou rich 11Ng 11
likeness (picture~HTL) as soon as poccible, 4 & e

Excuse this hast t = 5 e e )
crviig ) Yy note, amd my cincere prayers that you sy be sparcd froa

I remain fondly yours,

(Signed) J, V1lliamson



Canp Mc Intosh, ncar Corinth, kKiss
2 Yoy, 1862

To-
¥iss Carrie M. Fuldrow

Dear liiss-

Your most welcome letter of the 2nd ult. cane to hand this &fternoon,
ond learning that Major Erown, of our Regiment (2), who has resigned, ctarts
for home, I embrace the opportunity of writing you again, fcaring that_the
time is now at hand whera all communication between us and our houcs will coon

be cut offe I do not Imow that a letter from here vould go (throuzh), even at
this time, by mail,

You all doubtless know before thia that the Federals arc in possession of
Meu Orlcans (ceptured by Federals April 2, 1062-UTL), and there is every procpect
of their comzandering the entire Mississippi River. Uhen T reflect that ve will
goon be cut off from all comaunication with home, I sometimes become aluost dec-
perate, and am eager for the battle that scems to be pending, hoping it may be
somcthing to stop the progress of a foe that ecens deternined to crush uc,

I wrote you from Little Rock and again from Maaphis (3), both of unich I
hopc you have received, and in which I gave you some of the reasons ihy I did
not write you sooner after the battle of Elk Horn (farch 7-8, 1862-14L), I know
it is hard to give a satisfactory excuse for not writing a letter when we feel
it is due, but I think you will see from the circuastances that currounded me
during that time that it was impossible for me to urite you without giving to
our correspondence more publicity than you would desire, end I an vain enouzh to
belicve that believe that you will not attribute it to wy lukc-izruishness.

I urote to Father, believing you would hcar the substance of ry lettcrs to
hinm, and in that way learn whcre I was.

Truly I am now in one of the most irying pericds of ry life. Duty scems to
call on w2 to remain where I am, end all igy hopes of happiness, and every tie
that is social calls me home, I feel, howcver, that unless my cntirc Company

is released, it will be oy duty to remain with them ( he was the Czptain--Wil),
let their fate be what it may.

There 1s a prospect of our Regiment being ordercd to reorgonize in a few
days for tuo years longer (4)e. I cennot yet foretell what will be the effcct
of the order, Our Regiment is now a skelcton Regimcnt-- so many being sick
and otherwise (Corinth was a very unhealthy placc--TL), I am alcost afraid
to veature a4 surmise as to what is to bz the effcet of the Conscript Law,

I know you expect me to give you many intercsting facts about cur Ariy here,
but I nust surprise you by saying rcally I know very little about it, Our
Division of the Army, i, e., the Trans-iississippil Division 15 encarped topcther,
and since our stay here of eight days, I have not becn 500 yards from our owm
tent, and cannot give you even a rcaconable pgucss ac to the number of troops

here, Ve can hear all kind of rumors in camp, but none in vhich I place any
confidencce

'Cur piclkets have been fighting come, with uhzt suecess I cannot tell, The
cneny are encamped between this place and the Tcnnessce River, coue cay at ecven
miles distance, athers at fourteen., Report says beth the right ¢nd left wing of
the c¢nery ere wavering, while the center is rewzining ctatlonary. Trheir nunkcrs
are estimsted variously-- some ssy 100,000 and cthcry 200,000, I have great
confidence In our success if we comz to an enpagerint, but I expact the tattle
to be terrible when it comes.



L}

Tciter 2nd lMay, 1662--Continued

I am almost afraid to glve vent to my feelings-- even to you-- touching gy
great desire fer e honorable terminatlon of this war, I fear that you might
think that I was prompted in some reasure by a desire to shun the dangers of
battle, but I assurc you that the bettlefield is not the only placc thet trics
the paticnce and endurance of the soldier., There ere nany other things in canp
that are far from pleasant, and officers as well as coldiers have their trials,

I feel alnocst disconsolate et the idea that I am to lead this life fer a
pcriod that I do not know the lengih ofe That I an to be denied the plecasure
cnd pgood effect of howe assoclaticn, end above 11, that I anm not {o lmow vhen
I chz2ll nect you apain-~- all these are sad reflectiocns, but lect us hope that
through the mcrcy of one that ruleth over all, all mcy yet be uell, thzt you
may be spared from all the i11ls of life, and that I may bte prolccted from the
dangers of battle, and that our meeting chell yct be joyful, and our path throush
life smooth. (Wote his sentiment here. Arrmy life was beginning to tcll on hin,

but he thouglit more of the happiness and health of his future tride ihan of
himcelf-=UTL),

I fear you will think from the tenor of this lciter that I am c2d and dec-
ponding. I do not think I am, but the situation of cur couwatry is such that I
think we should all be serious and carrcst, and prcpare oursclves too moc
every turn of fortume,

Robert iiuldrow has not been uell for a few days, but is quite cll today
againe. o has had a bad ecold and sone fever with it. He 1s guite chccrful this
cvening and was quite rejoiced to pet a letier from you.

T. Fe Faddin is in fine heclth, but, like ryself, zrmricus to lmow what is
to ke the ¢nd of a2l this,

I desire to be rcmcembered kindly to ycur father and icther, sicicrs and
Lrothers, and how heppy I should be to mset you all azzin,

wWith proyers for
your safety, I remain,

Fondly yours

(Signed) Jo. A, Willinmson

l. Apparenily for their former camp, nesr Ozark, Erkansas, vhich hzd been
nared for their first Regimental Commander, Celonel (2rig, Concral)
Jomes Mc Intoch, killed at Pea Ridge.)

2. Tajor 3h. Col.s Henry K., Brown, who crganized Cocrpany "G'", Sccond
feginent Arksnsas Mounted iifles, wzs not clected at the rcorpaniza-
tion, and so resipgred cnd returned to his hore in Sevier County.

3., The Regiment moved througlh Little fock and ien:zhis enrcute to Corinth,
hoping to participate in the Battle of Chilch, but uore detoined at
De Valls, Bluff, Arkansas, and thus arrived in Fcmphls aftcr the bottle.

L. ‘Tbe Regiment was reorganized at Corinth on ¥ay Gth, 1862, and Czptcin

, James A, Willismeon was promoted to Lieutcnant Cclonel of the Regimente

He wvas now on his wsy up |1



! Qs S - zther
Lctt;r written to licutenant Colonel Jamcs A. hilliumdoe Eydh1, proud father,
in u;ich come wise counsel 1s given by this grecat min ol LoG.

VWashington, Arkansas
30th lay, 1862

1y dear Scns

1 received yours of the 12th on yesterday, and‘we‘ucrg truli ?thE;Eirto
Cod to leern that you were welle I urote you last Nonduy by Qag a%?_ i : _:S
frox vhom I learned that you had becn elccted Licutcnant Qolouid,'yiicra .:i
glad to heor, as you 11111 have less labor then as a C::-pt:.‘.ln, an wi I“"«*Ei-f-etﬂl
ncorly associaied with Colonel Flanzgin (Colonel harr}a Flanagin, -niihﬁﬁl?in :1
Comnznder, wko was later to be elected Covernor of Arlianses Ulthﬁu? n ] pcifgna
tnculedec—-W1L), in vhom , as a man znd a gentlean, I have the utimwet coniidcnce.

Ceneral and Mes, Foyston spent the dey with us yestcedey (J&mcs tilliarcon
had read Law under Cenc.ral Crandicon D. Royston, en cld friend of ?he-famlly,
prior to the var--TL). I pave him fully my opinicn of Fh? Conceription Ac?

(you wrote it "proccription®, which 1is a very different thing 1), as urconsti-
tution=l and despotic; but he pleads in defense, the necessity‘of the_country

end (as the Congress csuppcsed) the terrible and decisive impoending tattles,

es 1f a battle or two, resulting as they may, could have 2any favorable_influcnce
in stopping the ravages of this herrible wor, urged on as it is ©ty all the bad
pacsions of ambition, avarice, and wmalices The nccessity 1s that a fcir men rmst
be sustained in hich offices and on fat salaries, uhich the pcople of the whole
country, Horth end South, are crushed with enoruous taxces and privaticn, and the
rost illboding sympton of the times that I have scen is the lengthy cssay in the
WVASHINGTON TELECRATI (published at Vashinzton, Arkanse

g, throuzhout the vmr--Uil)
on the prospccts of the Confederacy after tho-war iS overe

Tt appeared to be an editorial, and is a more vile and wuslignoat cbuse of
frce (that is) Democratic Covernment than we have been azccustonsd to €ind in
the Enzlish press. It speaks in exciting terms of the universcl popularity of
the Conscription Law; of the approval of the Inglich Monarchy by nine tenths of

the Southy comes to the sage conclusicn that our Independence 1rill socn be

recornized by foreign pcuers and that then the Confedcracy, es a grand, conircle-
zed, consolidated nation, will settle down into a lMonzrcny by electing a

President &nd Senators for lifc—- or under a Hilitcory Dictator, after the wodel
of Nezpolecon,

1'ow that such intimation should bec throvn cut wvhile cur brave mzn are cuffering
21l the hardships of wer, and dying by thousande, in vhat cur lcaders call a “death
struggle for Freedon®, far transendc iy moct glociy anticipztion, of the rwotives

of nmen desiring to contrel publie copintone.

Ceneral Noysten cendemns the price elluded to es I do, but still is choua
there 1s "somcihing rotten in Denmark“, That cuch centimenis will mcet the icpro-
bation of ihe people is ccrtain, but that there are individuals, uho were not
Sccesccionists panting for lionarcliy, and an establiched rcligion 4s cguslly itrae.
Thcy cry loudly for uar and Independence that by a chzrge of the cost of thoucands
of lives. They may bring in by a standing amiy a system of government that will
elevate the chosen few and nake vassals of the vulgar hordes, aad it ic for this
that wve sre fighting § Yy hope i3 etill the Cod of ocur Fatherc-- tliat he mzy cave
our country from a tyrant'ae pracp, a2nd preserve ua a2s 2 free pecple,

Our spring has been wectj corn ias lcolkiang well ihire I vot 2 stand at first
plenting., We finlish today ploughing the sceond tisz all ny carly corn-- atout
¢0 acrese !Ny cecond planting i3 up pretiy well wnd our cstton plrated the first
of the menth eamz up very pocd, &nd we are nouw Lhinniny 1t. T lisad the kcst
apearance of oats I ever had till a weck

vecl: arp-—= the ruzt =3

rHichE Sornelk 1Y, ond it wild)
te as bad ag dosk years ¥y poa Asaeas o o =



Letter of 30 Ifay, 1852-—continued

Your nother is suffering for the last few days
at tines is very painful, thourh not alarming,
woeuld be much better if this uretched uar ya

ulth eoncthing of rlux, and
Your sisters are w2l ik
§ over and you were at hoine,

Our Nezroes ave all well but Sucan, she has gomzthing of a scrofulous
tunor on her neck that has kept her in for the past month,

Your Sis, A, was well ten davys afoe
H 3

Your horse is iuproving, and has every eltention. You, of couwrse, muct buy
a (anothcr<ITL) forse, and T hope you will get & goed one, end you auct wiforn
as bocomes your grade in the Army (that of Lieutcnant Coloncl-yIL),

B 1IEAT, CLEAN, AFFiBLE AND DICHIFIED; KIND TO 1UZ S0LDIESS A1) DILIC:MT
I8 C2ITE, AliD, ABUVE ALL, FUT YCUR TRUST IN GCD AND Il THE CRACICUS iFDLYIICR
Y10 CAVE HIS LIFE FOR oun REDEHPTIGH, £3D BE ASSURRLD 4GHAT MY PRAYERS ASCHID
DAY AND UIGHT FOR TIE FRESERVATION oF YOUR LIFE, A'D YGUR FINAL SALAYVTICH 3
(The capitels ave mine, Y2sa't this a2 fine bit of advice 2-=0TL)

Your mother and sister unite in love,
Your affecticnato fathepr

(Signed) Sy Willianson

Ison's nmeney came Safe and I i1l divige it as ke desices (Icom 1zs the
Colonells colored body-servant--7I1),
This I sond by Mo,

Barksdale (a couricr--/TL)
tonight for the Ar;

» OF whoever ray lcave
-




Caup near Tupelo lississippd
11th June, 1te2

To: Hiss Carrie M, Yuldrow

arnine that there is a possibility of getting a letter throuzh to :
ﬂrl:mézgr%}ﬂg 2&1‘;“&;3, & embralée the oppirtunity aof '..rrit.i_.ng yfnj a;:ai}n, Imowing
vhen I do so that it is remarkable doubtfrl whether it will ever reoch :,fciuiir
not, but judging from iy own anxiety to receive a letter from you, I fee
my duty to risk a great deal to get one to you,

Tt really scems & leong time since I have received a letnter froa yous The

last one bears date of April 7ih, and I do think I cuzht to have sot ons since
that T2

In 1y last letter to you, which was sent by liajor Brovn (.'fc-e icuter of
May 2, 1662-471'L), I indulged in some glooay forehadings for U]’l].-“:h I have bloscd
rvself since, but really in writing to you I writc just vhat I ie::l“,':.:ncl I hope
y::-u will not regard ithat as strange. Wothing has occurrcd since viriting that
lctior which shiould make me feel that the prospect of ry mceting the loved oncs

£t howe is better, yet I am beeoming accustomed to the idca that I om to remzin
in the fmay longer then I supposed I would,

The thourht of not being allowed to visit houe this cwaier did cot chort
sor of iy bright dreams, but

if my duty to wmy country rcquires that I chould
renain here, I will iry to do so checrfully.

ra wfccling encay c2ems to be using every hwen cifort to susjugaic our
counrtiry, aznd it now requires grecat effort on owr pert to withstand them,

I have no locel news that could be of intcrest to
arity, whzre we get to know what are the real duiies of
of tlie size of this there is a very poor chance to p=t &nythinz in the wuny of
counitry supplies (fresh vegetables and fruits--9il), vet we do wcnape to get
sotxthing occassionally. I an remarkebly fond of vezetcbles, and the only
oncs I heve got this entire spring and cuamer has tiecn a fevw onlonc—- not the
most deliczte vegetoble § Ve live chieily on arry storcs, and they arc pretty
rcuch, and som:limes not very zbundent.

youn, We =2re in a lorps
a goldicr. In an argy

Your cousins are both quile well, and your ac.uzintcnees, cxeept lir, Hardy,
are a1l vwell, I, Hardy is at e hospital sick, I lzarn he is Lm-rovinge very
ranidly,

1 heve
I cxpect to
oftener, 1
leticr fronm

not lime to write a louger leiicer us the zentlemcn lecves coon tho
cariy thig hurried note. I do think you cuznt to writec tioc me
fcel that if you krnow what a comfort it w5 to me to rceclve a
vou, you would wriic oftencr.

Tn the

hope that we may meet in brichter days, I rcmain

Fondly

: (Signed) J. A, V!illiarson

Lote: This lcetter was writlen at Turelo, iilscissicnt, after the Confed rate
trcops hnd evacuested Corinth, i'issiscoippl. itneut Laowing 4%, thoy
were coen to embark on the "Kentuclky Campeiia.m



Camp ncar Chettanoogz, Tennessee (1)

29 July, 1662

iy decr fatherl

i a lette s the Missicciupl, 1

] i E sending a letlcr acros >1yp

rs an opnortunity offers o se et Ao Tt
h ti '2 tg'w;ite you a2gaine hy Lealth contlnhﬂﬁ ;C013'it'ioinsi e

ensEar 1~1th now then I hav: been since we crosseC ihe 1l651SS Eﬁr'r :
bituir Rig of our Rezlment 1s better than it has Leen since the LBl horn
thaunca Z1lm
botile (avreh 6-7, 1852~ WiL)s

"o are now moving our tents end bagrace %LEO C?EEEa?ﬁzﬁacﬁgtklkScigiuiijf
tomncriow morning for Loudon (Tennesgee) Eab?uutJONm ;Em& p}iya?m'luas“tomorrﬁu
Cur Division, composcd of two Lripades {(2) is to po. wricade ¢ :
and the other is to follow the next deye

-nds end acquaintences are all well that are hcre.
with iinR£§i;ent and inqgood hezlth, Ton got up to t@e chimcnz abecut a seck
ago, oul had not conpletcly recovereg and was complain}pg ant ?? dapicih o
thing, Lut today I took him inte Chattanooga gnd scnt him ?y the ﬁzu 1 to Une
Thoios idams, and wrote Uncle to keep him until he uas cntirely well (3). I

will write Uncle again so he can ¥mow where I &m, and when Tom reccvers hie ein
scnd him to me.

T. Iic Zadéen A3

able to do any-

I vae anxioua to po to see Uncle Tnowns, but the orders have toen co rivid
that I hove not asked for a leave of sbsence,

Ve Imow very little about the position of the cremy. Ccnerel Zucll's (Federal)
Arrry i3 in the neighborhood of Stephenson (Tennessee) and Dridzeport, I have no
correct idez of the siue of it, It is rcported here thai they are roving in the
dirceticn of ¥noxville, by way of Sequitchie Vellcy, 2nd I presure o arc being
scnt to reinforce Ceneral Kirby Smith's force to try to cicp tham (ihe encigs-i1L)
fron getling out in that direction (he was right--wTL). They are peusibly trying
to mzke a Junction with the Federal trecops at Cumberland Cape.

LUz kmow very little about the positicn of things row. Ue fcel quite szfe,
Lhouever, on this side of the River, and I do not trink either of the Armics ere
very anxious for battle, I think thcy are both checked Ly the River,

I have nothing of intercst to write you, but 1uet reuind you to b cure and
urite by every possible chance to get a letter thrcurh,

I have not rccecived a
line fvom hosme since the S5th of licy, and you must knov I cm Very arccions 1o pet
a lctrer.

Yowr afrfectionate con

(54ymec) J. A, V41ldanson
10: Tev, 5. Williamson D, D,,
“achington, Fempstead County, friances

Potcs: ‘(1) This letler was written while the wmen vere preparing for the
"fentucky Compaipgn,®

(2)

This Divisicn, comron!

He

d Wy the pellest Jrnsen, fan. Poirick
Clcburne, censisied of ihc¢ folloculn

Cleburne's Lrizade (Cem:anded by Col. B, J. llill
Smith'o Brigade (Cortsanded by Col. Preston Seith



Early 1861

8/ L/61

8/10/61
o/ /61
3/1-8/62
5/8/62

8/30/62
11/8/42
12/31/62

3/25/63
7/4/63

9/19-20/63

Farly 186l

5/1k/6L

JAMES ADASOM WITLIAMGOH

(Extracts From lilitary Cercer)

Assisted Ceorge B, Gamble in reeruiting company at Vashington,
Arkansas, later Imoun as Company tv, Second Regirment Arkansaas
Hounted Rifles,

Enrolled in Confedcrate Arny at Crane Creek, lidssouri, wy Lt. Col.
HcCrae for 12 months, afier traveline 300 miles. “/as elccted First
Lieuterant of the company at this time.

Farticipated in Battle of Oak Hills, Mo. (21so czlled "Hilson's Cre

Participated in Pattle of Pea Ridge, Ark. (Also called “ilk Hern T

1)
Promoted to Lt. Colonel, succeeding Henry K. Droim, resipned,

(Succecded as Captain, Co. "™ by Charles Caricr, later killed
in Pattle of Richmond, Kentucky.)

Participated in Battle of Richnond, Kentucly,

Promcted to Colenel, succceding Herris Flanazin, ele¢cted Coverncr

of Arkansas, Succecded as Lt, Col. by Jamcs T, S:dth, later killed
at Ezra Church, Ceorgia,

Participated in Battle of Murfreceboro, Tenn. (Alzo lmcim as
Stone's River.)

tarried et Washington, frkensas, to Kiss Cacrie Fay uldrou,

Returned to his command on Big Black River, Miscissippi, on
the day Vicksburg, Wississippi, was surrendered, ;

Participated in Beattle of Chickamauga, Ceorgin, Here rrie than

one-— his Reginent was either killed or
Williamsen was not touched,

vounded, yct Colconel
Vost of his eteff cofficers s

: e X4 iho wcre
casualticg were struck within 30 feet of himg e
Participated in " & e
oy cipated Atlanta Campaign®, ristting the cnery aluost every

Lost leg in Battle of Resaca, Ceorgia,

Later retired for Physical Cisability and returned o his hone



Camp Stephens, near Bentoaville, frkance

(=

Hovember 11, 18461

}y dcar fatheri

lir. Cil1l, from our county, leaves camp in a few minutcs and T toke this
opportunity to write you that I am well, and vhcre I anm,

- cd retreat from ncer Carthage,
“he last wrote you we were in a hwrric ; e
F‘rﬂoggi? ihe ob ject Ofywhich was to get our forces between the Federal fOf?Lu
5;5 &rka;saa. Lfter comineg near to this point cur Repgiment advancced a??f? 3
nileg touzrds Sprinpfield ?Hissouri), vhere the Federal forces eare encaascd,

o encamped about 12 miles above Cacsville, and rcuained zbout a ucgk,
durinELUEQZimiivc we were scouting and trying to ascertain the force of‘Phidencmy.
Cur Company was sent with a detachment to within txglxa niles of Springllﬁ 2
Lost ueek we were out four days without anythiqg but wvhat we took on our horses,
but the weather wes warm and pleosant, The objcct of our trip wus to‘dcvestate,
burn, and lay wuaste the country, vhich we did to a good extent, The forccs of

the enciy are reckoned at f£ifty thousand, with 120 picces of ertillery, which makes

them so much superior to us that we cannot risk an engagement without reinforce-
ncnis, :

Ceneral Fremcnt has been superceded by General Huater

» Wwho 18 nouv in coiraand
of the Federal forces (1),

I wish you to tell everyone thst You see If they do not wmnt to cee Arliancas
devastated and leid weste, they hed better rally to her defense, I learn that the
impression 1s common that we have a strong army in the hills, They ere cnecarped
near us and I learn from those well informed that thcy have not more than 12,000
effective troops, and I do not think General e Culloch has more then holf that
nuinber, and the most we can do 1is to fight bush fighkts and devastate the ccuntry
before them, unless we are reinforced rapidly.,

Our Company got 1l good recruits with Licutenant Ca
acquisition. They are all good mcen.

rter, vhich wzs quite zn
Your acquaintences are a

viio are absent sick,

dangerous,

11 well except Licutenzat Moore and Licutcnant Vaugran,
I learn that Mr

. lioore 1is qgiite sick, thourh I hope not z

I wvill get the clothing you sent by Licutcnznt Corter today. Ie left it ot
Zentonville as he wnt up,

Ve got to this poin
with some wagons for 4t
got everything I need,

t late yesterday evening, and he (Lt. Certcr) hes pone
today, and will be back

ithis evening, Ile tclls oo you
and of the bLest quality.

This morning we have bad veather,

, In haste, I remain ycur affectionate esn
(Sined) Jamca

Rev, 8. 1'111i2nz0n,
Vachington, Arkans-ga



Uovenber 11, 1061---Continued,

r2mc
O" 1;1-\.-‘..

(1)

Federel Ceneral John C, Fremont became intoxicated with his oim glory.
On Ausust 28, 16861, he issucd a Proclamation of Martial Law in lilscourd,
dcclering that any citizen-soldier cought with arms in his hands would
be summerily executed, and alsco proclaimcd frecdom for the sleves of all
persons engaged in the rebellion against the United States.

ase the slavcholding state of Kentucky,
and orderced Freuont's proclamation withdrawn and relieved him, Huntcer, utho
suocceded him, had a short tcnure of of "ice, On lovemter 9, 1861, Cencral Halleck
was made Commander ¢f the new Federal Departrent of iHissourl, who proaptly placed
Cencral Pope, in what was designated as the "Central MHicsouri District," relieving
Ceneral Hunter---L1L

Presilont Lincoln s trying to appe

NOTZ: Vhen this letter was written James Yillianson was Cpptain, Co. Tin, Second
Fegiment Arkansas Mounted Rifles, having asswicd corrnand of the Cormpany on
the death of its first comrander, Ceorge E. Camble on Scptember 1, 1661,

as

ti1lizmoon had also been elected Licutenant Colonel of the Resinmont
effective with the reorganization of the Regiment the folaniEg :pr;no
but it vill be noted that no mention of either promotion was evidepcea,
in this letter. He was evidently & very modest man--UTL :



letter of 29 July, 1862--Continued

Motest

(3)

It was the Policy of the Confederzte Covernacnt, because
of the ecute chortage of hospitals, to scnd the vounded
and sick into the homcs of relatives ang friends ncarly
until they could recever cufficiently to retirn to acltive
culy. thile some of the nen took advantape of this privi-
lege, nost of thenm under loving cere could Lo restored to
duty much Quicker thoan in the nilitary hosnitals,



This letter descrihes the

Camp near Walton, Boone County, KFentucky (1)
hattle of Richimond, Fentucky.

13 September, 1862

Tos ¥iss Carrie M, lIuldrow
Dear Misst

Knowing your anxiety to hcar from me and your othcr fricands, I embrace the
first opportunity of uriting you.

W

Since the 6th of Augzust our commend lias been constantly on the neren, and for
a gocd portiocn of the time, neosr the enaye.

e were the first Sripade that crossed the Cunberland Mouatzings, mnd wusre on
forced marchics cnd snort rations uatil the 30ih of Auwpust, On that dey vue fourht
tiic totile near Ricltmend, Kentucky, vhich I think was the oot cosplite and brill-
icnt wvictory cf the war,

Car Bricade wes not engapged until :bout fowr olcleck p. nr., ulich ves the last
stond the cnemy made, Cw Bripgade mode a most gallant charge wand the rout of the
cnery wos complctes

Cur Cevelry were tkrown in advance of the routed foe and took priscners zll
that remained with their command, I regret to state that one wirom I hold in the
highest esteem a8 a gentleman and soldier fell upon the battlefield, I allude to
Captein Charles Carter, who comnanded rgy old Company (Cazptain Certor had esswned
corzaand of the Compary vhen Williamson w=s promoted to Licutenant Colonel--t7IL),
His death cests a glocm over all the plories of the batile.

The fizhting comacnced about 8:00 a.m,, and continucd throush the entire day,
Ther2 were threc infantry enpapgemenis, but the moat of ihe tine it wrs ariillery
fighting, I c#nnot give ycu anything 1ike a detailed account of ihe waitle.

A spent ball otruck nz on te left arm and for a rmomont I thouwrht it vms cntcred,
but I soon discovercd that it had not, It made a blue spot for a few days, but is
all ¢one now, It did not even go throueh my ccat,

I fcel quite proud of the behaviour of our Friczde and Regiment, Alter the
battle of Richmond, vhich was on Saturday, we rcsted cne dzy, Sundoy.

I rmust tell you ry cstimate of the losczes:

I think the enery loct in killed on the f'icld aucut 200, vounded (0D,
and prisoners 3,000, naking their total loss about L4,000,

Ve lost in killed about 100, wounded about Loo. W& had about 6,000 troops
in the bat‘ley the enery esbout 7,000, Their troops, howzver, were ncw troops, and it
was the {irst time they hed been wnder {ire,

Cur forees have be‘n considerably increased since on londay, after the botile,
with reinforcerznts, UYe marched towards Lexington, The enciry evacusnted at (Lexington)
on Yonday nizhkt, and ve took possescion Tuecdzy (These dztes are remarlcbly accurate
in the light of leter recorded history--'IL).

I do not think any portion of the Scuth that ue have becn in has cheun more \
devotion to the cause of the Confrderacy than the Hluz Grzcs recion of Fentucly.
Ilcny rcelly shed tears for Joy. Indecd the whole popalzticn secns for us,



Letter 13 Scptember, 1862-~Continued

I do noir think the Federal authorities have exercised a tyranny over the
citi~ens of this state that nothing could warrant, lMany of the lcading citizcns
are now et Camp Chase, in Ohio, imprisored-- mercly for copinicn's sake.

Cur Brigade left Lex 1nuton on Thursday, the hth, and mrchicd to Georgctoim,
we ucre ordercd to mecet some of the cnemy that were a2t Cynthiana (hantucky), mﬂd 1
wecre marched very hard, but the encry left a day before ue got there, e wcre
vrizrchied from thera by way of Yil1liamstoun to the vicinity of Covington, on the Ohic
River opposite Cincinnatti, We rcached ocur camp five niles from Covington on
Uednesday, Septcuber 10th, and remained there in range of the cacuy's artillery uni
ycstcrday woraing, when wse were ordered back to this point. Ve are now 19 wmiles

fron Ccvington. The enemy are at Covington with a large force and we do not lawow
how soon w2 may be cngepged with them,

T cannot give you any idea of our forces as this letter micht possibly fall in
the hands of the encmy (he was a careful séldier--W1L), but with anythiag like good
generalship I think our army safe, 1 have great confidencc in the troops we have k

I write 1n haste.
I rcceived your letier by Cgptain Carter and was sorry to lecarn that you had b

sick (Captain Cartsr was killed in the battle of Richmond chortly after he delivere

this letter--WTL). Do hope your health is fully restored and that you are cnjoying
every comfort and blessing (was this sour grapes ?7--4TL)

l‘ay Cod in his mcrcy spare us for a happy mecting, is the praycr of
Yours fondly,
(Signed) J. A, ¥Villizweson

P. 8. Do urite often, How thankful I ymas toe recelve your last letticr.

Note: (1) In 1952 Walten was on the Louisville and liashville R:ilroad,

21 miles south of Covington.
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Cusit~rland Cap. Tenncsosce
26th Octoboer, 1062
Tot 1iiss Carrie M. uldrow
Dear liisst

Your lctter of the first of August 1is the 1pst I have reccived. H?. i1,
uio brought me a letter from father, and brought lettcrs to_? gregfcm?njﬂog our
Reginent, rcturned without one from you, an I assure you that I uzs greatly
disappointed in not roceiving one as I confidently expccted it.

I saw one from your father to Robert, and inferred from.it that you ucre
1211, In your letter of the first of August you spoke of bteing sick, and I
ira~incd that you had becn more seriously ill than you wrote me, but I thouzht
you; father would have mentioned it if such had been the case, and I was glad
to have an ovportunity of hearing from you, even in that indircct wcy. I do
hope your health is fully restored,

I yrote you a long letter from Walton, Kentucky, about the 10th or 12th of
September (Scptember 13, 1863~ Sce- WTL), in which I gave you all the particulars
of the Richrond Battle, which I hope you will have received before this rcaches you.

In that letter I mentioned that we have been marching very hard, and that we

vere quite destitute of the comforts of camp life. From that time to the present
there has been an ifrprovercnt in our condition.

It is cloudy and cold in this mountain region
single tent in the Regiment, but singular to tell,
health, and uould be in good spirits if they could
you will hardly believe me when I write you I have secn nunbers in our Repiment
eating acorns from hunger. 7This, houever, was vhen we were on picket duty in recer
of the Aruiy on the retreat from Kentuclky.

this evening, and ue have not a
our troops cnjoy unusuzally good
zet cnough to cat, T suppose

Cur Army GCeneral, Kirby Smith, formed a Juncticn with General Braxton DBragg

at Harrodsburg, Kentucky, and were put in line of battile one evening and the rctreat
ordercd next morning, I can give you no reason for the rovement, The world at
large is denouncing General Bragg, and it may be that he descrves it, but he has

herctofore been a favorite with me, and I will not give up ry good opinicn of him
until T have time to see that he 1s wronge.

Our retreat has not been a very hurried one, yet it was a full rctreat. Some
say that the retreat wvas ordered from Richmond, Virpginia, but we who arc in the
Arry have no better idea of the reasons for the movencnts of the Army than you have,

Your relatives and friends are quite well, indeed I have becn perfecctly aston-
iched to see how well youths that have bcen well and delicztely raised have ctocd
the march., Most of them really look bectter than before the camgaipn comsenced,

Ve have no idea as to what our future nmovements are to Le., Some sconm guite
disheartencd at the thought of our being left to guard this Cup (Cunberland Gop-WiL).
I don't think myself that they need be uneasy, for I belicve as soon as it is ascer-
tained that the enemy will not try to force a pascage here, uz will be put in the
ficld again, and if there be any hard marching I am satisfied it will fall to cur
lot. T somctimes think that many portions of the Arry coldler for grandcur and when
there ig hard morching or fighting to bo done on thic side (of the lMisvicsippl River--
t7'L) thcy look to Arkensas and Toxas trocps Lo do it 1 (irnhasis ninc-=il).
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Caip ncar Loudon, TenncsSsce

Hovember 10, 1862

703 1iiss C. M. Huldrow,
Dear Miss:

T wrote you a long letter from neer Walton, Kentucky, giving X?u a full rcport
on the battle of Richuond, Kentucky (see letter of }3 Sept?gber, lgu?--UTQ), and '
arain from near Cumberland Cap on the 25ult, (SEG-—JTL),;FQlCh I scnt by lir. Oldhan,
T cannot tell when you will receive them, but I an caticfied you will have received
the last letter before this rcaches you. I, therefore, can glve you no ncus prior
to the date of the last letter.

On the morning after I wrote you last (that is, October 26th--4TL), I uoke to
£ind the earth covered with snow, and for the catire day, and part of the nicht, 1
ncver have seen such an incessant snow storms It fell to the dcpth of about twclve
inches. This is not figurative, but an actual fact, that we who had not a hut to_
protcct us can speak of knowlingly. On the Vedncuday following, us took up the line
of mzrch for this point., Oa the Saturdey night follcwing (Hovenber lst--Wil) I wms
hanicd a letter on the back of which I did not sce ry oim namz, but I recognized the

honduriting to be yours in an instant, I forpgot 211 1y troubles and fatigue imucd-
jately, and felt that I was refreshed.

I uas glad to learn from it that you were well ggain, In wy last I think I told
you how bad I felt at receiveing no letter by Mr. Hill, but this last, being unexpected
at the tire I received it, it was doubly wclcore,

I fcel that responsibilities are increasing with me (this wms his uay of telling
her thet he was now the "0ld ManM--the Commander of the Regirment--llL). Colonel Flenaczis
has gone to take his seat as Governod of Arkansas, and T am left with the respensibility
of poverning a Regiment., The office of Licutenant Colecnel (his former ronk--WTL) is one
of ease and not attended with much responsibility (he was teing molest--WIL), but a
Cormander of a Regiment has many unpleasant details to

in having the conviction that I have the confidence of the Regiment, and I telieve,
withcut partiality, T can cay I have the best Repgiment to control I have cver scen---=
without meaning to reflect on the many good 1mcn of our Zepirent that we left West of
the Mississippi River of necessitye.

perform. I am fortunate, however,

I believe that all the bad portion of ocur Re:iment left us zbout the time we crosscc
the Mississippi River, and about the time of the rcorganization (at Corinth, Mzy 1£62-
WT1), and now we heve none but patriotic soldiers that zre willing to do their dutiese.
The unpleasant part of my office i3 to give the icn saticfictory resosons for the chort-
conings of the Commissary and the Cuarterraster Departments—— touching somcthing to cat
and wcar (he w-s famed for being considcrzte of his men--Wrl). I hope, houcver, ue will

not have to undergo any more such privations ac we have undergene (they did, cven much
uorce, before it was all over--WIL).

I see I am telling you iy own troubles, instead of writing scmsthing that would
interect 2nd entertain you better, I believe I have given you a full history of our
past wovenrents, and as for the future, I can do nothing more than give you rry conjcec-
tures and camp ruwwors which are always unreliable. liy conjectures have becn that our
Division would be nzrched from this point by land across toiwards Milddle Tennessce
and have an active winter cempaien., 1T hcoer in carp todcy on good authority that General
(J. P.) Hec Covn is ordered Vest of the Mississippi. Corp rumor says he hac csked that
our Divisicn go with him, and scys fwrther that Ceneral “iruy Smith h2g half conscnted,
e acimce cursclves with these kind of reports vhencver we egre still for a feuw deys.

L



o

fctter of lloveamber 10, 1862--Continued

Our troops have becn paid up to the lest of Aupust since we canme to this camp,

e are now having doubtful wecather (there wis no connection botwecn this cnd the
pay-roll1--WIL,

I sent out and bought a hog today at 12% cents a pound, gross, so you will sce
I do not intend to starve.

som (his personal colored servaat—UIL) left we yesterday for howoz, e becanma
20 delicate that he wes of no value to me, The expuswre at Cuuberland Cep czne very
near killing him, and T thought I wowld give him a furlough tor the ulntcr (note his
concern for his trusted “darkie"--WTL),

I beliceve I have given you all my private history, end rust conclude writh this
request-- that you write me by every opportunity, I think I have cmbraced cvery
reasonable opportunity of writing (to youO.

Living in the pleasure of the hope of mceting you,

I remain fondly yours,

(Signed) J. A. Villiauson



In carp near Reedyville, Tennccsce (L

22nd Deccnber, 1862
To: Miss C. M. Huldrow

Deer Hiss:

Days, weeks, and months elapse and I receive no letters from you, yct ? find
1yself scated again to write you, The last line from you btears date 3rd October,
and that wss received about the first of Noveber, Since that time I have not
heerd a word from you.

I urote you last from lfanchester, Since then we have moved to this point,
lic are nou ebout 12 niles south of Lcbanon, Tennessee, Ve have had soie very scvere
t.zather, but it is now pleasant, and everything szcnc to indicate that we will nove
coon, but uhere I can give no idea,

There is a report in cemp that scems to deserve some crcdence-- that the cnemy
are evacuating Nashville (this wes a falee report--WiL), We all fcar for the purpose
of noving their arrgy down the Mississippi River, and possibly rmore troops into Arkans:s

Ve are all quite anxious to ¥mow what is doing in Arkanscas,
the Hindman forces had a tattle in Morth Arkansas,
our papers claim a victory,

X2 have a report the
The Fedcrals clain a victory, and

Our entire Brigade are quite anxious to be trancferred to that
of the lMississippi--WTL), end I assure you none rore so than I, It
thzn a year since I was in Hempstead County.

I will give you a history of ny daily labors, and I think you will crecuczc ne if
this should prove a dry and uninteresting lettcr.

I am on the psrado ground insiructing in Company Drill rfrea 9 €111 11 o'cleck,

and from 11 until 12 o'clock drilling officers, In the aftecrnoon uc have Reglmental
Prill from 3 until S o'clock, then Dress Parade, and after dork I hear all the officer:
of the Regiment recite in Tactics-- e2l1 this tesides the routine business of ry office,

I an sometimes almost glad that I am kept this bucy, as it prevents me from think-
ing too nuch about those that it is impossible for ez to scc-- and as I have to rewain
here, I think the more constantly I am employed, the bciter for r=,

I do think you should break the monotony of this 1life by letiing e receive a

letter from you more frequently., It reconciles me to the lzlors of my office rore
than anything else,

I heve secn an account of the m eting of the Synod at Washington (Arkansas) in
the Scuthern Prespyterian Church, which is the latest news I have had from there.
I notice that a Mr. L. M. Boyd was examined for the Finistry. Do write me if it s
the same gentleman who marries Miss Bma Finley. I hope it is,

Hoving nothing else Lo urite you about wmysclf--as I do not go cut of camp--1I
rast say that I received a rost acceptable present this afternocn in the chepe of a
pair of woolen socks, NHothing could have been more timcly as T rcally necded then,
They were sent to me by a young lady that T have ncver ceen, and I think the prote-
biiities are T never will as she lives come fiftecen miles from this carpe

I have not eaten a mzal in a house for a ronth, 2nd hive not cpoken to a lzdy

cince I left Eentueky. I conctines uwonder to rysclf 1f T would knou how to degort
yiclft in socliebty



Letter of 22nd Decermber, 1862-—Continued

I do not kmow anything that would interest you from cemp, Your relatives and
{ricnds are well, Mr, Robert Lloyd is with the Regiment and nearly well.

Ey own bealth coatinues good, and I feel Lhat 1f I could have the pleacure
of mgeting you, and spending wy evenlngs with you, I could be zlimest lLanyy in the arngy.

Please write me often, I write you by every available opporiunity.

Rzrzmber me kindly to your femily, and accept the kindest wishes of a2 deveted
hecart for your welfare,

Fondly yours,
(Signed) J. A, Williamson
To: ¥iss C, M. ihildrow,

Washington, Arkansas

Hotes (1) TMe points out that this place was 12 miles South of Lehanon, Tenncssec,



(This chter tells about the Eattle of lHurfrcesboro, Tcnnccosec--Decambder 31, 1862-
Jinuery 2, 1863--WTL)

Carp ncar Shelbyville, Tcnnescee

13 Jznuary, 1663
I4ss C. M. liuldrou

Decar lHisst

I have Juct learned that a gentlewan wlll lcave in a few ninutes to go lest
of the Mississippi River, and embrace the opportunity of writing you a line that
jou may kmow I em well, I wish very much I had time to wite you o loag lcttcr,

=
(=1

Ca the 31st of December (1862) I was in the most tcrrible battle that I haw

ever participated in, Ky Regiment suffered severly, the total casunlties being
119 in the Regluent.

I am thankful to be able to write you that I c¢scapced untouched, althourh exposed
for more than six hours wvhere the balls wucre flyingz continuocusly. OCur Reogiment

behaved with signal gallentry, and I feel that my Regiment has covercd itsclf with an
unfading honor.

Your cousins escaped unhurt. Victor Crecn hod a scvere wéund in the arm. J. E.
Smith, from necar Fulton (Arkansas), and John Thomescon, from Prairie D'Anne (necar the
present site of Prescott, Arkansas--UTL), were both killed in ny old Cormpanye

The slaushter of the encmy on the part of the field that 12 fought over excceded
arything by far I have ever scen., I do not exaggerate wvhen I ccoy we killed wore than
five to one. I feel that I should be thankful that I zm alive, and fcel more zrocious
than ever to mret you once again,

B:cuse this short note. I have reccived no letter from you since 3rd of October,
and none frcam (ry) home since 6th Ccioter,.

I must close as the opportunity for scnding this short noiec nzy be lost.

I am as every time I urite,

Fondly yours

(Signed) J. A, Williemson
To: Miss C, M. luldrow,
Washington,
Arkansas



‘Wore abcut the DATTLE OF HURFREISBORO, WEMMESSEE

Carmp ncar Shelbyville, Tcnnessee

16 January, 1863
Miss ¢, M, uldrow

Pear liiss:

i%ore than a yecr has clapsed sinece I have had the pleasure of sceing you, yet
you live as fresh in ry rmemery as the day that I bid yeun "zoed bye."™ Vhen I think
of mamy things that have wranspirced cince my last visit to Hempstead County, it ccems
like an zz2, but I feol as if it were but a chort timoe sinece I saw you last,

I can account for this in another wgy thaén from the Tfact that I think of you
so often, and all that transpired at cur last mectiang; I can scarccly tring iyself
to bclieve that it really has becn more than a year since ue mct, Do write me

honcstly how it seems to you. I wish to knou if I am cinzalar in this fezling,

I wrote you & hurried note a few days ago (sce letter of 13th Jenuary, 1863-UTL),
sinply to say to you thot I had passed through the terrible battle of MHurfrecsboro
uhtcucled, Vhen I read the list of killed cnd vounded officers

e25 in ry Berzlaznt @nd
know that I shared all the dangers with them, I fecl that ry e

sczne s aldsoast a
niracle, .

Every Fi:1d and Staff officer in ry Regiment exeopt nysclf was vounded, and 211
of then were wounded in fiftcen foet of me ] ¥y horse wes struck vith a picee of,
chell vithkin a foot of iy leg, Of seven Captains in iy Reciment, 211 voere killed or
wounied, Of thrce Liecutenants comranding Companiles, all wcie killcd cr wsunded. llove
thzn one third of 5y entire Command ucre ¥killed or wounded. ifyself ond tvo Licutenants
if 7 Pezincnt arc 81l the officers that cncountercd all the dangers of the entire
battle that did not receive a scratch i

We fought threc distinct and severe haitles, different trcops cach tirs; in tuo
we wore entirely successful, killing, wounding, and ccpturing a large nuaber of the
enary, taking surely tuelve, and ecome say, fouricen picces of encry artillery, and
routing the encmy corpletely., In the last enzagement, we were not able to rout the
cnery Irom his strong pesition, A8t the time we charged, one (Fedcral) battery that
wvacs pounding shot znd chell upon us, and tuo others, one cn cach side, turncd loose
with a perfect hail of balls on us, Mamy of my Reglicent pot within sizty yards of the
chery puns, but vere compelled to glve back for want of support,. It seenmed ths
Comsanders expected our Brigade and a Texas Brizade thst fourht tecide us to rout
the entire Federal srey, 23 T am satisfied that in this last enzs ciient vo fonzht the
cnery abt the odda of ten to cne ]| e could see three distinet lines of infaatry
supporting the encry Battcries that scemed to have no cnd cither vaye I fecl, houcver,
thot I shculd fecl thenkful, Imeuwlng whkat we passed throuph-- that 25 izay of us are
sparcd as are, iy Regiment had one hundred eond nincteen (119) killed, vwounded, and
rmissing, T em thanl:ful, however, that meny of the wounis are slisht, ond a2 number of
the wounded are now with the Regiment and rcady for duly (again—-HTLs.

Lt. Cen. E. Kirby Smith has becn ordered to tcle command of the Avrigy liect of the
Hississippi River (1), and is now gone te Ricluand, lie swote to Ceneral He Coum that
h2 wouvld make an effort to talie ocur Divivion uith hin, Colonel lzrper, of our Frigade,
hes gone to Richaond to try to have our Brigade 4rcncferred to thot Deopartrent (Tranc-
Missiccippi~-WIL), and I have some hopes they may succced,

It ould be a day of universal rejolcineg in cur Dripade AT they do cuecced., IT I
aa to be kept in camp as close as we are hero I ean kordly scy vhether I would be
re joiced or not, There 18 one thing, howcver, that mzlies ne desire fo po, and thzt i
the hope of receiving letters from you more frequentley. T have not reeeived 2 line
freom you cince your lobter of Ehe  Hzd af Get = R i 55



ctter of 16 Jonuary, 1863--Continued

The last letter I reccived from (ny) home was by the same person, dated Gth
of Octoker, 1852,

I heve lost 211 hope of furlough this winter, and feel that ry prospects for scci
hora during the War are very slim., Iy health continues so distressingly good that I

cannot make that a plca, and even if I could, it is quite doubiful whether it sould
cucceed,
% |

I had the pleacure a few deys ago of mecting your friend and acquaintcence,
1/illisn Haynes lontgomery, He 1s on Ceneral Wither'!s staff, I belicve, but I do not
lmow in wnhst capacity. He seems to be in gocd spirits 2nd health., T have not had
cny conversation with hia socially. Ile hes promised to come and spend come time
vith ro, but has not yet. He 13 camped within a mile of us now, I belicve.

I feaxr you will think gy letters renarliably practic2l and procy, but lcading the
life I do, I cannot deal in flowery epithets aad honcyed phrases, but ack you to
btelieve me when I write that I love you z2s becomes a soldier (ihis is the first tine
ke has cem: rizht out and told her thzt he loves her--in writingz, aayhou--WTL).

I remzin
Fondly yours

(Siemed) J. A, Villizmson
P, S. I believe Robert Muldrow is writing by the sonme Courier, &nd will
give news of himself and mess.

JEW

li'otes:1 This letter ves written while the Sccond Reginment frlens:s F unied Rifles
ucre in lUinter Quarters near Sreltyville, Tenressce,.

(1) ©On February 9, 1863, Lt. Gen, E. Kirby Scith vas placed in com
of the Confederate Trans-liississippi Department, concisting of
in Arkansas, Loulsiana, Tex2s, and the Indian Territory. This chanuze
was made chiefly at the requect of Arkansss citizens, Finding it
difficult to handle the affiars as fer awcy as Hichmond, Virginia,
the Trans-=iississippi Departrmcnt vas created with Kirby Simith, proncted
to the renk of Full Cenerel, in cherge.

,._:-‘.nd
iroops

The Trans=iississippi Deparimcnt wvas an "erpire rore or less on its
o:m, Richmond was so far a:ay that ordinsry rccords vere not normzlly
forwarded there, reoulting in Gifficulty in latcr yzars in troeing the
records of many individual celdiers,

Ceneral Smith ascunmsd com~aad of the Department, March 7, 1863, at
Alexendria, ILouisiana, later making his headquarlers in Shreveport,
Louisisna, end wes to hold this positicn until tke cloce of the vare



Camp ncar Shelbyville, Tenncssce
8 Februzry, 1863

(Continucd é&n 13 February, 1663)
Fiss C. M. Muldrow

Dear llisss

Your very welcome letter of the 2nd ult. has been received, and after so long

an unbroken silence I assure you it was a joy to m2 to lock on your feniliar hande-
writing,

Liesutcnant lioore with others reached this place on the 27th ult,
mortification he lost a larpge box of clothing belonging to his Company. Robert

luldrow's bundle and I, Thomas's ani my oun (a very srall one) came throuch safcly,
having been put in a separate box.

To his great

e have had some exciterent in our Brigade on the subJect of consolidating
Regiments, 1y Regiment and the First Arkancas Mounted Rirles were to be throum
tosether and constitute one Regiment, and one half of the officcrs of cach relicved
from duty for a time, by which operation I indulged the hope that I uould be per-
mitted to visit home, The consolidation mcets with so much objection that I have
not urged it, and I now think it doubtful, althouzh the other Regiments in the
Brigade have done so, It would require two Companies to be thrown into one, and

tcke a pevt of the officers from each, and the Companics are unwilling to part uith
them, end so with the Regiments (1).

Colonel Harper, who commands the First Regiment, is not prescnt, but will be
in a fcw days, vhen domsthing definite will be egreed upon. I wich very rwch that

I could be allowed to visit you and home, but the indicaticns now crec thet in ony
evcnt I will probably have to remain,

effort for a temporary absence.
wishes touching what I should do.
act accordingly.

I purpose, however, making cvery rcazsonable
I somctimes wish very nmuch thet I eculd know your
I can only guess what I believe it wouwld be, and

Our camp here 1is quite unplcasant, The mud is ncarly, or cuite as bad as the
black lands, VWe have had rain or snow about one third of the day gince we cams to
this point, and Middle Tenneessce is famous for mud, Our tcnts arc quite inferior,
and we have not enough even of that kind, znd more thaa all, the rations are getting
very bad, Comionly we have nothing but inferior beef and corn mzal, or infcrior flouZ,
Don't understand me as complaining of my situation, for I bargained for 211 this uhen

I Lecame a soldier, and I write this particularly from the Lelief that I think you
would like to lmow how I am living,

I cen tell you nothing as to what we will probzbly do. I do not ¥mow vhetlicr the
intention of our Coamnanders is to co forwprd, backuard, or stond fast, Generals
Joceph E. Johnston and Braxton Igapg ere tolh in Chelbyville at this time, o are
nou connected with Geheral Polk's Corps. % are tosced cbeut o much thut it esomclines
malcs e angry-- it seems that every Cowmrcnder we pget uscc us until he gets his
ptomotion, and tren turns us over to som> cne clse |

Ceneral Lvander Ve MNair is going to /rkancas in z fcw days, and iy opinion
(betucén us) is that he will not return to his command (2). I think his aim will be

to get a Cormand on that side of the Hissiccippl River and be prowoted.

I wvas glad to learn from your leticr that you l.:d Licn on a visit to father,
I vish very rmuch you would go oftcn and tike your father with you, as iizttie writes

nz father is in quite low spirits and che thinks it in ccaseouence of ry Lhiscace.
1 gn awclous that sy friepds should vizst hin, e 1 ¥any lic 1o cuite fiomd af
COl Y-



e~ vvea U PCULLCUBRY, L003--Continued

I uas pleascd to see that you place a proper appreciaticn on Isou's ( the Coloncls
personal colored servant--1TL) powers of embellishing, for I can form no idea as to
vhat he may tell, Onc think I lmow, houcver, and that is that vhere facts fail to
mike his yarns interesting, he has quite a fertile imagination to fall bzack on
(see his letter of November 10, 1862, about Isom--WIL) §

I can scarcely refrain from chlding you for asking me to urite oftcner, vhen you
urite so very, very seéldom -- think of it-- just thrce months betucen your letters--
that would be fron a year, I will not rctaliate }

Fcbruary 13, 1863

A Courier leaves immediztely, and T riust send this unfinished note. I have
received your letter of the 20th ult. and will torgive you for not writing oftcner,

on ccnditiun you continue to write ptnctually.
As ever, sincerely yours,
(Signed) J. A. Williamcon
P. S, I heve a faint hope thét I may get to vifit home soon.

to go on a recruiting trip.
JAW

I 2m makinz an cffort

Wotcs: (1) Apparcntly this consolidation was later placed in effect on a terporary

basis, for on April 1, 1863, Harper's Third Drigade, Cowazndcd by Coloacl
Robert W, Harper, formerly Commander of the Firct [egiment Arlznsas
Kounted Rifles, included the follcwings

"First and Sccond Arkansas Mounted Rifles (Dic.), uader the
Cormnand of Colonel H. D, Reynolds,

Colonel James A, Willizmson was at that time on Detached Scrvice
in Arkansas, during which time he was marriecd to lMiss Carrie May
}Muldrow on March 23, 1863 | The temporary consclidaté

:on preved
a wonderful thing for them, after e2ll,

(2) Colonel Willismsonwms very corrcct in this guess, Drig. Cen, Cvander
Hec Nair was eventually transferrcd Vlgcst of the lMississippi, and the
proud Brigade he had led throuzh scveral bzttles @as turncd over to

Deniel H, Reynolds, who led them to the very end, culninating with

the final battle at Bentonville, lorth Carclina, March 19-21, 1865,

vhere Brig. Gen. Reynolds was seriously wounded, and turned the Ccizrand

over to Colonel Henry G. Dunn, later Justice of the Suprcme Court of
Arkansas.



This is the Tfirst letter we have which was written by Coloncl Willirucon to his wife.
They had becn marxried on lierch 20, 1863,:wh11e the Colonel wes in Arkansas on Detaclhicd
Service for Rccruiting Duty. He gained one resl rccruit, didn't he ?

In ecams dn Misslssippi

July 18, 1863
Dear Carrie:

I lcarn that a Courier w11l leave our Brigade in the worning to go to Arkanses,

I cmbrace the opportunity of aiting you a hasty note that you nay knoy that I am
ctill alive,

I reached ry Command on the Lth of July-- the dzy that Vicksburg surrcndered,
since uhich time we have had the most trying time I have undcrgene for a long tinz,

e were camped neer Big Black River (Mfississippi) vhen Vicksturg Tell, On the
6th we commenced retrcating to Jackson, and reached there on the 7th, a2nd rcmaoined
there until the night of the 15th, when we evsacuated Jackson. Ve ucre under the
firing of the cncemy's shell for eight days, but were entrenched and lost very few

1en. The enery lcost more than we did. They made a small attennt to storm our brcact-

uorks, but were repulsed with a loss of some five or six hundred killecd, uwounded,
and taken priconers,

YIle are now

falling back towards lHeridian, Ve are now atout 30 miles East of
Jackson. -

I cannot give you any general news of interest, I feeldl that the cprmertunity of
corzrunicating with you is very bed, but I do hope scucthing may turn uvp that will
give ma a chance to write often, I 2lmost despair sonctimes at the thousht that I
am 5o perfectly cut off from you and homee

Your friends and acqu2intances are all well, They have been vmiderzoing hard
times, Yesterday it rained on us tremenducusly., The men could not have btooen weiter
if they had becn put in 2 creek, and last niecht, after traveling in mud a foot decp,

they hod to sleep on the wet pground, with nothing but the blaenket they czrry (betucen
them and the mud 1--WTL). Today we are rcsting.

I can give you no idea as to vhere we esra pgolng, or vhen we will z=tiart, It is
said that Cencral Crant is following us wAth a forece cquite superior te Ccncral

Johnstent's, We lmow nothing about what is going to be done until therz is zn order
issued to do it,

Our Arry 1s very much fotipgued and worn out, but the health of the men ic aa good
as could be expected,

Ceneral Mclair ordered me on the 5th of July to takz tcrporery ccammand of 1y
Regivent, eince vhich time we have not had an oppeortunity of getting cny permancnt
action by any cupcrior officer. I am quite anxiocus to lmow whzt cffcct the fall of
Vicksburg has on the people of Arkensas, I fcar they will becoise entircly discourazed.

Rumor says that Charleston, South Carolina, has fallen, but that is not true,
hewever the enemy are besieging i1t, end I begin to think they can tzke zmy place they
deteraine to.

Do write by every possible chance. I have not hoard a word from you cince I left
Fey God premt tliat yeou ¢njoy poed health, =ad 1ot w= both Lo ohared to nzet
acain et zn early dey, 12 the praycr of ycur devoted huchand.

you,

(signed) &b Valiioncon



- _ —

( Letter to Colonel James A. Willisuscen from his father, Rev. S. Uillismson)
Vaghington, Arkoncos

Septeaber 2L, 1863
I’y decar Sont

¥Mr. DBarksdole (a courier--=ITL) 1is to leave for the Arny in & dsy or tuoj if
able to ride ( he has beecn sick cver since he came back, but is now rccovering),
and I yrite that if possible ycu may get a leiter from hone.
W
My Vhite frmily has becn generelly well through the Sumrmer, and are a2ll1 nou
In good heolth., Your sister, Ann, has bcen with us about five uccks, is still able

the feet and leps, not uncecwmnon for her situwation. She brought the livile girls
with her, and thcy rmst remain here until she is better.

Mr. D ( Ann's hustand) is in the arigy, having volunteercd in the State Troops
under the call of Covernor Flanagin, and is in camp at Arkadelphia, He obtaincd a
furlough and came over yesterdey to see his family, and is now here and in pgood health,

Cur Negroes have had a great deal of fever, and some cases bad, tut none fatal,
A1l are slowly recovering, Sam T, Big John, llanice, Yary, Liz, Cus, Little Jim, Little
John, Sam W, and Rufus, have all had a spell, and are now able to be up, but still wzak

(Hotice the considerstion shown the MNegroes-- and the pcople in the llorih insisted that
the Southern whites hated them {--WTL),

One third of my corn did not get the fodier off (because of ithe illnces of the
Weyroes—WTL), caved, however, plenty if the Army does not take it all,

Your lctter of the 15th August I rcceived, and was glad to hecr you and ry friends
in the army were well, Carrie (Colonel i‘illiamson's wife--TL) scnt re your lctter to
her of the 6th Septemter, by which I learned you had orders to Atlanta, co that I suppo
you have gone to GCeneral Bragg's Amay (This wos so. e Nair's Bripgade vze hurridly
crdered to Atlenta, Ceorgia, to help save the Confecderate Dcpots there, but vhen they
crrived in Atlanta, finding the situation better, thcy continued on to the vicinity of

Dalton, Ccorgla, where they were to participate in the Battle of Chickainura, Scptember
19-20, 18562--UTL),

It has been a ploony and illboding Swiicr to the Confoderate cause and Army. Cod
only knous uhat is to be the recult.

In this State nothing but defeat and disaster has attended our Army from Prairia
Crove, Arkansas Post, Helcna, Fort Swmith and Waldron, and last of 21l thce currcnder of
Little Rock without a fight (September 10, 1863-43TL5, and the rapid retrcat of Cencral
Price's army to Arkadelphia, where they are now.

The panic from Little Rock to Red River is gremt. The public rozds are covercd
day after day by families and Negroes flying to Texas,

Mttorney Ceneral Ashley's conrections, and mony others from Little Rock are ncar
tashington (Arkansas) waiting till they can provide plsces for rcfupees farther ilest,
Toother, ‘‘clch, who goes with Ceneral Ashley, spent last S,pbbath night with us. Has
prcached for me two Sablaths at Vashington,

Cencral Royston (in whose office Coloncl Willirmcon had rend lau befoure hd entered
the scvrvice~-=iTL) 1a hestening te pet off uith his fandly snd YNc rocs to Toevas.

Chzrles (?) has, I belicve, pot a place on Cencral Kirby Snmith's starf.



Letter of Septemter 2l, 1663--Continucd

All vapgons and teams fit for service have becn presscd for threc weeks hauling
Comniszary Stores from Cpmden to Washington (How the temporary State Crpital--WiL)---
some tcn thousend hogsheads of sugar and molasses, and salt to an immcnse zmount,

Yesterday I was called on for a hand (a manual labor
'2chinston.

er--'!TL) to shecll corn at
cent Isom (Colonel Williamscn's former personal bedy sirvant--UiL),
and tedey an Officer called for one-third of the Megro men betuecn 16 and €0 to nake
a road from Woeshington to Arkadelphia, This crll I could not comply with, as iy
Negroes ave not able for such work (due to their 111 health previously mcntioned--WTL),
but now we need make no claim to property or persconal interest, The foundzationc are
destroyed, and what can the righteous do 7

It is thou-ht that if Ceneral Frice (the Confecdcrate lcader in Arkeoncas--WIL) pets
large reinforcements he will make a stend at Arkadclpnia-- if not, he will fall back
to Texas, in which case we will be in the swcep of the frmies, and will have nothing
left, I cennot run, but must abide (submit--1L) the iscue,

I fcar General Pricet!s finy is in poor state for fighting, as it is c=id

S0l
2,000 have descrted in the past tuo weeks, and a flying army {firhts with pocr swirit |
It appcars that Arkansas will be entirely abandoned to the Federal Arizy, and that

we w2y have ruch trouble from within, as there are, doubtlcss, mmany disalffected
(disloyal-<TL) men ready for raids and mob law in our own limits,

(Reverend Yilliamson was really blue., Read on 1-=TL)

Nor do I believe Tcxas will be any safe refuge for the thousands ruching there.
You will be ready to say that 1y mind, on the subject of this viretched wor, has been
alt2ays too gloomy 1 YWell, I have sccn nothing from the commencement io give ne nuch
cemfert, and the nearer the enemy approaches in this cextrenmity of the country; the rore
I sec of the suffering of poor families of scldiers; &nd of desertions from the Aruy,
and of Officers scrambling for places and profit, the wecaker 1s 1y confidence in the

patriotism of the comntry | Love of gain and poirer secms to have extinpuiched the love
of country |

There hes been an unusual amount of fever this suwrer (probobly Falariz--IIL),
though not very fatal, lr, Jerome Canmpbell died on the 15th, leaving a larg
less family of small children.

Trimble tuwo weceks before,

2 and help=-
Dr, Convay was buried last Sabrath week, and Judge

I have heard nothing by lctter from East of the Hississippl cxecoept your leticrs,
for the last ycar. If you have timo, write to our fricnds to lcarn how thcy are.

Trusting in Cod and his Protecting lMercy, I wmmct rcinin at howe with ry family, and

be assurcd you arce renembered in 1y constant, earnevt praycrse

Carrioc (Colonel ¥illizmson's vife--\WITL) was quite wcll last Scturday, and caid che
uould write you by lir, Barksdale.

"Fear God and kecp his Commandments, for this 1is the whole duty of man,"

‘r, D. (Colonel Willismson's brothcr-in-lau--{/rL) unites in love to you, and to
21l our fricnds with you,

Your effcctilonate Fother

(c1igned) S. Viilliarson



Jcbter of September 2, 1863--Continued

P. S. I vill let Mr. D, ride your gray (horsc) a month or tuo, which I think
will kecep him safer than if I had him at home.
¥r. D. 15 1n Cgvalry. Mr. Recd, of Arkadelphia, is his Captain,.

W

Later:

Your gray horse is now in gocd order, and I wich you had him
(xvith you)., He 1s a most splendid horse,

John (Rev, 'i1liamson's horsec--WTL) is in fine order, and I
have them backed in (into their stalls--HTL) at night, for

fear of their being stolen, and if the (Federal) Ariy comes
to Washington, I rmust send them off."

This letter wms addressed on the backs

Col. J. A, Williamson
"fanyy of Tennessee
Cen, Me Nairt's Brigade

I'olitcness of MHr. Barksdale
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in this lctier he tells about

The Battle of Chickamauga, Ca. Carp near Brandon, Mississippi

October 2L, 1863
October 25, 1863

Dezar Caorries

I an in rceceipt of your long and very uclcome letter of the 24th ult. Be
assurrcd that it was no small pleasure to me to rcceive it. It ie the sccond
since I rcturned (following their mar:iage--WTL).

d urote you a hurried letter by Licutenant Eirkpatriek, who left last Tuesdey,
Ile 11111 be =ble to give you all the news from us, and I feel that T hzve nothing of

interest to write. (Eirkpatrick was an officer in the Coloncl's formzr Compony--—
Cownany “"H").

Reverend “illiam Green, brother of Victer Creen (sce lettcr of Janurry 13 163—
WTL), rcached here last night with Victcer. T cannot tell how long Lz will reasin
twith vs. I will do all T can to keap him, but our campw is not an inviting place ro.
Yesterday was a cold, rainy day, the most uanleasant by far we hove had this {211,
s have no tents cearcely, and are poorly pr.vided with anything to give coufort.

1z
have not axes even to cut wood with, It is quite cold and cloudy this morninz. Whai
I wwlte ry fingers are nearly stiff with cold.

=
=
1

}

T. ¥c Fadden left Forsyth (Georgia) before the lecsrs Green (see above--'oL), with
the purpose of visiting his Aunt in Alabaim, and has rot yet rcacled us., T hzve o
doubt but he is with his Aunt. We look for hinm soon.

Your friends generally are well, MNMr., Hardy is not with us yet, but is still
irmaroving slowly., Whcen we moved from Meridian to this point, it uwos thouzht we mizht
have a batile near Canton (20 miles Horth of Jackson, Mississippi--I"TL), but the cocy
have gone back of Big Black River, and w2 stopped here,

hat is to be our future movemcat I can give you no idea, 2 do not kou vhat
day me2y bLring forth,

The gcneral news i1s not interesting., Cencral Dragg's ariy ic near Clattanooga,
occupying Lockout Mcuntain, and has invcested (besicged--'iL) the place on the South
side of the (Tcnnessee) River, Gencral Roscerans and his Federals ctill cccupy
Chzttanocoga, General DBragg has had Lt. Cen, Polk, Lt., Con, D, H, Hill, and lNajor
Ceneral Hindman arrested for dereliction of <uty.

I think more of Gcneral Brapgp then ever, and feel thot irf his ordcrs had bacn
faithfully executed our victory (at Chicliaimzuza-=1iTL) wculd have been ruch nore complotee

I will tell you the rumors as to the cause of the arrccts of the Scnerals, Tua
Divisions of the enemy were in le Lemore's Cove (six niles wifz, with shecr cliffs on
cither side-——WIL) when the Confederate army was advaneing., Cencral Pragg ecnt Cencral
lindian with his Division to occupy a gap in the mountains in their rcar, ith ordcers
td enzaze the eneny as soon as he had poscession of the pape. Bragg sent Hill's Corps

and a Division to attack in front as soon as he heard Hindwman's puns, but Hindwaan,
after receching the point to which he was scnt, thousht thz cnmy too strong for him to
attack, and moved back without attacking. I belicve this was on Thursdoy before the
fight, Many think those two Federal Divisions would have tcen captured if the attack
had be:n ‘brought on as ordered.

On Sunday morning of the battle, rwiwor cays Gencral Folk woe ordercd to engrage
at daylight, but for some reason, did not do so until ab-ut nine c®elock or aficr.

Cenernl Hi1l, rwsor says, was ordered Lo wove on Chattanocga carly Mondoy morning

oTtor the bzttle, and attack the cnemy, but replied thzt hits mcn had no raztions and
he vould not fight them without (their havine food-=WTL),

-



‘Letter Oct. 2L/25, 1853--Continued

I do not glve the runors as facts, but sbhaply es rwucrs, and if thcy are trus
I think Ccneral Bragg has done nothing but his duly in heving thesc officers
arrested, and they ought to be mede to znswer the charges.

There kas

becn come fizhkting in Virginia, but I do mot think cny gencral
engegenent, I

can learn nothing definite about the position of things therec.

I believe all of our arules have adopted Cenerzl Tragz's poiicy (uiwich is
the vroper one) to kesp their owm councils, Mewspoper cditors have huricd their
venem egainst Ceneral Zragg for this policy for a long “ine, but inetecd of doing

him an injury, I beclieve he 1s one of thes greatest--if not the preatccst-- Ceneral
of thc wzr |}

I was quite sorry to learn thet so rmch of Arkansas had fallen into the hands
of the cnomy. I did not think that they (the Federals) would cross the frkesnsae
Liver this wintcr, but it is no cause for discocwregemcnt, I am one of those ihat
have alwoys bLelieved thal the cneiy, by their superior forces, could go to any
particular point in ths Confedcracy, but that doecs not lumply that we con Le subju-
pated, If the pecple of the Confederacy be but true, subjupation is as far from
being attained as it ever was |

I hope and believe that the results of the Battle of Chickemauga will be of
great advaniage to Arlienses, both morzlly end materielly, It will inspire ncw
cenfidence in the trocps there, and. if it does not draw zway o part of the Federal
forces, it will prevent their reinforcing.

Sunday, Octoler 25th 1:00 P.¥,

I‘r, Green preached for us todzy, I think a2 great dcal of him., Ke is quite
a nice gentlomzn, a little difficult, but I think will make a fine preacher, He
purposes stzying several weeks with us, and then can tell what he csn do. iie and
Victer (his brother--:TL) were both quite arxiocus to hear from their Lrother, otut
you did not mention him, and they had a letter from him dated in July. £s Theodore
w2s not here, I told Victor to op¢n Theodore!s lettcr, which he did, bat cays thot

Colonel Mc (?) did not mention his brother. 7The latest news thoy have from hia is
his letiexr of July lsst,

I will write Father by Mr. Barksdale (the Courier--WIL), and 1 think I shall
ask him to send my gray horse by Licutenant Kirkpatrick (previously m-ntioned in
the first part of this letter--WTL),

I hope your fears about coming under Ygsnkee rule will all prove unwarranted.
I do not believe the Yankees will come South of Little Rock far (he was a bit
wrong in this guess--UTL), I felt a good jeal of uvolicitude about your wuelrare
wvhen I first heard that Genersl Sterling Price had fallen back to Arkadelphia,

but I still belicve Hempstcad County is about as safe a place in any of the
Confederacy, -

I do not believe the cneny will go 125 miles frow their base of supplics
with a river in their rear,

I cce from Father's letter that ha has no intention of trying to get auvay in
the event thev do come--indced I do not sce how he could rove, unless I was there
to assist him, of which I do not ace much hope, If owr Com:ond becomes stationary
this wintcr, end T sece an opportunity, T will try to get a short lcave of abccnce
to visit home, and see the condition of things there.

-



Tetter Cctober 2L/25, 1853--Continued

I have nothing of interest to write you about, Tell Billic that Ceoptain
Vaughan (commander of the Coloncl's ¢ld comp&ny) sends his respectis, Rencmber

me kindly to your father and mothcr, Hayuoed, Billie Belle Coopcr, and Sallie,
I often think of them all,

l.'] )
: Your derotcd hushand

(signed) J. A. Villiemson

Honday Yorning, October 26, 1863

Senators Jolinson and liitchell arrived here last nicht on their woy to
Richmond (Virginia),

They say they will do thelr utmost te have us transferred West of the
igsissippl River., ' hope they will sucreed,

iote: Dy this time

there was 1little chance of the Second Re
Nifles being

welient Arkanscs Mounted
transferred any uhcre except to the thick of the fichiinz., The
Repiment was well knon by this time as a "real fighting ouifit" and the

leaders of the Confederacy wished to keep then where the going was the rourhes
1TL.

Sood bye,

JAW



COFY 01" RiQUEST FOR LEAVE QF AUSENICE

Camp ncar ¥cridien, Missiscippi
Hovaubsr 29, 1863

Coloncl:

I have the honor to apply for lcave of abscnce for sixty (60) duys for the
purpose or visiting ny home in lieipstecad County, Arkunsas.

I vas ordcred to Arkansas on Detached Duty during the tcaporary concolidation
of the Repimcnts of this Brigade in Harch lact, and on the 26th of szid moath

(Merch 26, 1863--4IL) I conswmiated a matrimonial alliance that had becn postponed
in censequence of the war,

(This was his woy of announcing his wcrrinze 1--17L)

I rcnained in Arkansas on duty until early in June, wvhen, in pursevance to gy
orders, I returncd to 1y comnand (he joined his Regiment in Miscissippl on July Lth,
1863, the dey Vicksburg was surrendered--.TL), During iy stzy in Arkansas my duties

required 1me to go freaucntly to points remote from my fmaily (he wes on Recruiting
Duty--WTL) .

I have been an officer of this Regiment since Lth of August, 1861. Had leave
of absence in December, 1861, and for two days in November, 1862, and have never
been abscnt from my post of duty a day on any other acccunt,

¥y Cormaand has heen in scven (7) cngapewments, in all of which it has been my
fortune to be with them (see 1list of engagermcnts attached--'7il).

Tho Licutenant Colonel of the Regiment (James T, Suith-—"TL) is present, and
the liajor (Jamwes P. Eagle, later Covernor of Arkonsas--i1L) is abscnt on 30 days
lecave, which wWill expire about the l4th prox.

The Regiment reports total present 208 enlisted mcn.

I have the honor to be, Colonel,

Your obedient servant

(Signed) J. A. Villiaumcon, Colonel
Second Regiment Arkenscs lounted Rifles

Tot Colonel B. S, Ewell,

AI ".1. G.

(See 1ist of engarenmcnts attached)



‘‘his letter appercently writien while Colonel Williomson was on the Leave of
Lbscnce requested on November 29, 1863,

hlexendrie, lIowlsisna

February 7, 185
Dcar Carries

I am about tucnty rmiles from the croesing of the liississippi-- about tiuclve
miles belcw Shreveport, which 1s on the Atchafala (his geosraphy wias a bit confuccd-—
Shreveport is on the Red River--i1L)--the precspect is pood for crossiag,

We hear there is a ferry btoat, and we will be able to crosc—horcscs and all,

Heyvwocd 1is quite well-- sccias to enjoy the travel,

tlc exnect to cross the
fiver tenight, if w= are fortunate,

e have traveled through some very pocr country since I urote you Ly Ison
(Colonul ‘illianson's colored tody ervbnn--ulL)

If we fzil to cross tonicht
I will write you again,

%z are stopping at a delightful place a2nd are very kindly treated,

I must reserve the other half of this leaf of paper (paper was very short
lonz before this time--WTL), and will try to write you after we cross the River,

¥y love to all,
Your devoted husband
(Signed) J, A, Williamson
To:
lirs Carrie 4. Williamson,
\'ashington, Arkansas

Note: Apparcntly Colonel Willismson's Request for lcave, dated Novenber 29, 18563

(sce=WTL) had beecn granted. Vhen this letter w2s written he had apparcntly
been to Arkenscs, since he spoke of huving to crocs the lMicsiss

sippoi River--
WIL,

Colonel Williamson lost a leg in the Battle of Recaca, Ccorgia, on liay ik,
186L, and after such a valiant fight, w:s ncver to fight azain }



:saca, Ceorgla, on May 1, 186, thus ending his

letter was writtcen Just five weeks before Colorel Williamcon lost his leg
active military career--.1L

Camp near Pollard, £labana

7th April, 1084

Dcar Carriets

I learned this morning that a lr, Lvans is going to Wachington, Arkonsas,
for the purpose of carrying the Election Returns for a Member of Congrecss from
some of the Northern Districts of Arkansas., I embrzce the op;:ortu.nity ol
writing you a short letter,

I rcturned (here) last night from Xobile, uhere I have becn cince last Tuccday
night as Counsel for a Captain of this Pripade who was tried before the Militery
Ccurt at Yobile (since Colonel Williamson had been an active atiorney bofore the
war, the Ceptain probabtly was in good hands 1--UTL),

Hleywood has gone, and I hope is sofe in Sunter District this moraing. lle lcft
Pollard last Monday nicht é&n company with Revercnd William Maclk, I was at Mobile
when he stsrted, and I wrote a letter by him to your uncle, Willizm Muldrow, in
vhich, without saying anything to Heywood about it, I advised your uncle to pet
him into a command where he would not be cxposed to as much fatirue, exposure,
and danger as he would be here, if he could do so.

Before Hoywood partied with me I advised him if his uncle told hin to remain
there to do so, but he wculd not hear to it, but I talked scrioucsly with him and
advicsed him to be governed by his uncle's advice., He did not proumice e that he

yould. iy rcasons for giving him the advice I did, I cannot glve vou in full nowu,
but will soone.

The reasons grow cut of the situation of our Comnznd,
(quarr=linc~-Wi L) among officers, and I do not yet know what it may result in. I
am not interested (involved--4TL) in it iyself, but do not kmow but that it may
make mz desirous to change my position to the West side of the Mississipni River,
and in that event it would probably be best that he (Heywood) was with his uncle.

were is sonz Joucring

. I do not believe he will consent to rem..j_n absent from his Commzand-- he secms to

be very much pleased.

I lcoimed yesterday that Cousin Leo Yilliamson had gone to Grenada, lissiscippi;
Tell sisters that the report I got from one of his friends wvas that a ycung lady at

Crenada (prokably his tetrothed) was quite 311, and he had been telegraphed for., I
hope if the report be true she will recover,

I got no report from est of the Mississippil River that I consider rcliable.
l'e see daily reports from reliable rentlemcn publichcd in the pcpers about our
defcating the Federals on Red River., T do not believe tiwem, yet I sincerely wish
they wcre truea 3

I did net say anythﬁng ebout the reports you wreotec me about in your last,
bclieving you would lesrn their incorrectiveness long before ry letter would reech
YOue

General Forrest has becn doing goed service zbiout Paducah, Kentuclgye Ve have
heard nothing rccently sbout his rovements, and I cuppose you will pet all the news
from him bLefore this reached you.

Our Cowmmend is stationary. The condition and spirit of the troops is as good
s T have ever scen them, e have made another eifort to be rersunted (1), Gonoral

ury made the epplication, but the Var Dcpartment ars

}

«r-'l U

Al the anirmicm $v--4 L1



Letter 7th fprid , 186L--Continued

l'e are willing to saerifice cur wishes, and uhat we alrost repzrd cur rirht,
for the publie pood.

Cur Brizade is now in a Division with stranpers. e are with Alabanz and liissico
tropps. I know nonz of the officcers in the other Brigades, It is c¢zid that onc of
the Al=bawa Colonels, wvho has a larpge Regiment, remerked that he was achamcd of
bringing bhis Regiment out by the side of ours, from the fazct that ours cliowed that th
had been réduced té mcre skeletons by the casualties of war, vhile hic hid cezrce
man missing, showing that they had scen no hard scrvice., Every once sccns to have
great confidence in our Brigade (viacn't he proud of thom ?2--1UL),

<

Our Armies are still remaining quict, and I sornctires albiwct conclude that the
general quict portends (indicates--WTL) something good, but I fear I crrive at this
conclusion from a desire to sce Peace and Independence in our couniry. ‘hen our Army

is guiet our thoughts naturally turn touards heme, and we becone more anxious to mcet
the loved onces there,

There is a price, however, at which even that blessing would be too denrly purch
ased, and that price is the endangering of our sucecess in this great struggle. £As yo
are aware, I have never heped for much from foreign intervention, yet I am nou 2isost
pcrsuaded that the time is near when the sympathies of foreim countries will take
shape and firm, and be productive of good to us, if not by dircct acts, at least by
having a demoralizing influence in that portion of the Unitecd States that have not gc
mad on the ultraism %radicalism—-—i’JTL) of the Elack Republican Purtye.

I alyvays have believed, and still do believe, that there are thousands in the Hc
that have becn and etill are willing to let us scperate from them, and let reason
bteccre the arbtritation, =nd not the sword. I have scen come very severc striciures
(adverce eriticisms--YTL) by & corrcspondend of the LONDCH THMES on “he :zorals of the
North (The Colonel was a "small town toy", but he apparcntly rcad a lot--UTL). I
believe they are becoming more and more corrupt |

}iss Dickinson is now lecturing, publicly advoceting the amzlcamaticn of the
races (shades of 1662 $--WIL), I belicve that her course will be productive of good
to us, by arousing the indignation of &ll pcople of virtue and inteprity everyihere
ageinst her and the party shc aZvocatcs.

Uar, as a natural consequence, has produced some demoralizaticn in our couatry,
but I am thenkful that it (in the South--\TL) does not approxiumste that of the North
I traveled yesterday with Brigadier Ceneral Coclaell, uho ccrmands the First Micsour
Irigade. He eays hz belicves his DBrizade is composcd of the hzppiest pcople on the
Contincnt-- (realizing) that they cancot go home, and are ncu studying to make thez-
selves happy and contencded in carp-- and drcam of nothing but the plcascures of a
soldier's life (rare soldiers, indeed--WTL) {

W' are hoving April showers this morninz, The seaccen this fzr has
unpromising. Reports diffcer as to whether the fruit has been destroved
hope the fruit will not be destroyed in Arkansas, kmouing your fondness

Becn cold ar
or ok, 1
Tor it.

¢ Your friends are all well., Lieutcnant Me Gee went with licyicod te the cars

the other night and placed him under Mr. Hack's care (Revercnd WWiillian lMack, a 1iinic
I have no doubt he will get safcly to Sumber.

Tell FE-ther I decire him te take things eulcbly. I @ soriy te Lzar Els hogs
dying with cholcra. I say to him thet coinnlaints ~re usnlecs

.( 5 ih el e =a= AEL 5y
da 1is to subnmit ta ocur situstiiong T da vish T counld B2 it Eow to 2tiond to him
trem tbhe teimptas et oo B SR e ;
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ULlve gy Luve Lo oy mouvher dng Sliguer, and To your tather

I remain, your affectionate and devoted husband
iGigned) Jo A, VWiltlamson

1 Tt o = AT 1 anann

g '.JSMEE{‘LDH; FEREEE

fo MY Zprafipter1Be2)-at D& Valls; Blirt; ARkEnasds, At that tir > they were
enroute to I iSaiSulppi hopj_m, to participate in the ‘thtlu

of Shkilch.
The boats wnir‘h carried tnm to kemphis, Tennessce, were to =iall for
How, two full years later, an

el fort was being mode to remcunt thenm |

Efforts were in vain, for the Regiment marched all over the South, but
vhen they finally surrendered in 1865, their paroles proudly bore this

"Second Reginent Arkansas M unted Rifleg--Disi: wounted | ™

and mother and sistce

k1
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vopy of a letter from Covernor 11

‘arris Flanapgin, of Arkances, yhg preceded
Colonel Willisamson as Comuander of Secopd Regiment Arkansos Hounted Rifles,

This letter was written at the tie of Colcnel vwilliamsonts Eccond s o o T

Arkadelphia, Arkansas
April 18, 1673
Colenel James Williamson
Dcar Sirg
I see by the p7pers thet you have reeently wercicd,

Accept gy congratulaticns, T wish You all the happine

S5 which I knou Jou
deserve,

Cur prespeet for a railrced are zdvanced
(over Cuschita River--TL), the builders
reilroad officinls Say thet they will be

» 45 nc expected, The bridac here
Say, will be done in July, and the
ready for it before it is dene,

We 2ll expect to sez the iron (that 1t, the rails--
October, The merchants expect to bring their fall stock
some 100 or 150 men engaged at the bridge,

WIL) by Scptember op
S over it, CThere are
and finishing the grede,  Soic

11&\1}'}’
creding here,

Our pecople are in a worse condition than usual---paying debts,

I see that your locelity iscin our Distrizt, Kingcsten and Pape arc the
cendidates, e do not want Kingston,

Cur crops are backward,

Your obedient servant,

(Signed) Hrrris Flanagin



Battles and Fngarements porticipated in by

Sccond Rerlinent Arkansas Mounted Rifles

3.

L.

Aupust 10, 1881

Decenber 26, 1861

liorch 7-8, 1862

August 30, 1862

December 31, 1862--
January 2, 1863

liay 14, 1863~

September 19-20, 1863

July 27, 1651 to Fovember 29, 1653

Battle of Oak Hills, lo (Also called miilson's Creck")

Ingagencnt at Chustenenlzsh, Indian Territory

(I do not lebieve that Colonel Willismson actually
took pert in this engagenent since Coloncl lic Intoch
(according to his oun report) only tock four compznies

A-B-C and E on this czmpaipm. Uilliancon 4t that
time was in Company "H"--WTL),

Eattle of Pca Ridge, Arkansas (Also called Llk Horn
Tavern).

Cenerals Ben Y Culloch and James Hc Inzouh uere both
killed carly in this batile,

Battle of Richmond, Kentuclky.

Captain Charles Carter, who succecded Williamceon as
Captain of Company "H"™ was killed in this buttle,

Battle of Murfreesboro, Tennessee
(Also called "Stonels River")

-Battle of Jaclkson, liississipoi.

Battle of Chickamauga, CGecrgia

tore than one-third of Colonel Willizmcon's
Regiment was either killed or wounded in thic battle,



