Camp near Murfreesboro February 20th 18632

Dear Mother, Brother, and Sister:

I had the great pleasure and satisfaction yesterday to receive two letters,
~~ one of which wes your kind communication of the 8th inst., the other was from ¥ill Henry.
These are the first, with oncexception that I have recd, written since the battle, and
the first word I have received from home for almost two months.

You cen imegine then how joyfully they were received. I hope the mail will
carry my letters safely hereafter. I am enjoying very good health and feel in gooc
spirits. Our Brigade is now at work on the Fortifications less than one mile west of
Murfreesboro. We left the rest of the Division almost two weeks ago, which wes stationed
three miles south of the town, and moved camp to our present location. Since that time
the Brigade has been employed every day (Sunday excepted) at.work on the Forts, which are
being constructed on every available position surrounding the town.

The men like the work very well as they have no picket duty to perform and
work but four hours each day. The Regiment is divided in to two reliefts—-The Right
Wing working from 8 to 12 in the morning and the Left Wing from 12 to 4. It is thougzhwu
our Brigade will remain here when the army moves, but this in only rumur. :

0ld"Rosy" is meking vast preoarations for another advance and I hope another

another victory. ' -
The railrod hes been completed from Nashville and the cheerful whistle of thre

_ - locomotives are almost continuslly heard as they come toiling in with long trains of cars
loaded down with supplies. It seems to be his intention to accumulzte at this point
enough supplies to subsist the Army throughout the next summers cempzign. The greatest
activity preveilsfxizy To look fraom the elevated point we occupy over the adjoining
country, thousands of men can be seen at work where long 1lines of upturned earth giistenin
in the light, show where extensive works are being constructed.

i

I'11 have the greatest confidence in Rosy, who is knownto every men in his
army. He never passes & soldier but what he hes something to say——generally to give him
i a good-humored cursing in terms which only old fosy himself could utter. He professes
to be a pious Catholic, but this habit of swearing is his great fault. I think it musi
keep his priest continually pepeating prayers to keep his books balenced in the next
world. If he does not devote his whole time to his prayers, 1 am afraid Old Rosy, his
patron, will find a heavy bzlance ageinst him on the swearing account.

I wes surprised to hear that Eli hsad been discharged and was already &t home.
Although I am glad it is so.xx®x for I thought from the first his health could not
stend the hard blows of & soldiers life. He has the proud satisfaction of knowing that
her performed for his country all that could be done under the circumstances.

— I suppose you have heerd ere'(sic) this that Lieut.- Smith is really dead.
Some of our boys search the battlefield soon after the battle and found his boyd buried
in & ditch with thirteen others. Yankees and Rebels—He had been carried to a house
near the dpot he fell, by the Hebels and there died the next morning. His boyd was buried
by some negroes who informed our boys of where it could be found.
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been very carefulx to place

the property of Rebels, bad of our boys they

These pPooT NEZToes, They allways took the best care

“#the Yankees above the Rabels in burying.
said and fects prove it to be the truth.

We have heard from those of our Regiment who were taken prisaner-—They were

taken to Richmond and Paroled and when heard from were &t Annzpolis Md.

Those of our wounded who were left at Mufreesboro are getting along very well.
John Coddington who was shot through the right arm has been with the compzny for the
last three weeks. He is getting this discherge made out. He has & parole that was
given him by the Rebels, after he was wounded and fell into their hands. &

Gen. Rosecrans has decided that thece paroles are illegal &nd contary to the
agreement between the two armies in regard to prisoners. He has therefore ordered &ll
soldiers holding such paroles to report at once for duty to their regiments.

—  Capt. Miller arrived in camp on the 17th  The boys were all glad to see him.
He looks &s if he had lived well while he was away. b

i Ben. Wegner also arrived a few days ago. He is interested in the Sutler
establishmnet of Maynes & co. : '

E i being to have better hopes for our cause which for a time appeared so gloomy .
An officer from Roscrans Head Quarters, reports & dispatch received by the General

announcing the evacuation of Vicksburg by the Rebels.

Oyr Regts. meets with the 79th at 5 this evening téjgé;r(?).fesolutioﬁs
; :ogigmﬁéng the action of the Copperheads of Illinois. Durﬁp&ilrdllsgheve been made out
ond time and we shall probubly received our paey within 3 or 4 days. '

T TR ; |
] introduction to him in your next le:tSEaP that is you call Fteddy. Pleuase give me an

I :
send my love to Father, E1i and 1itt1. Fame,

i YO’LI!'S,

Lymen S, Widney



-~ (sic) of thirty four guns was fired from every

T e R e e ey

Head GQuarters 34th Ills. Vols.
Camp near Murfreesboro farch 2nd 1863

Dear Parents:

I heve this day received & letter from you dated J&nua?y-zéFh. Itgwis old,
but not on that account uninteresting. Your letters never lose t§e1r 1nteFif iome.
I write this letter not knowing when I may =gain have &n opportunity to writlng

you.

An order reach us e few hours ago for the Regiment of the Brigede to hold
themselves in readiness to march at a moments notice with 5 days r&t;ons.- Conseguently
we are now awaiting fubther developments not knowing how soon the order to march may
come. I do not know in what direction we mzy move if we move at &11! or whether there
is to be & general movement of troops, But this ydou will have learned through the
papers ere' this reches you. :

Thepe wuc considerable skirmishing on the front within the last few days,
and yesterday 59 rebel prisoners were brought-tc Murfreesboro, who had been captured.
#0660rderly from Brigade Head Qrs. s just come in with the following order. "If this
Brigade should be ordered to march the troops will move "light." One wagon will accompany
each Regt. with five days rations. The men will carry their shelter tents." 1t is
uncertain yet whether our brigade will accompany the Division should it move.

I am glad to know thut none of you admire the patriotism of that noble party,
calling themselves the true Democracy, and only true disciples of the Great Washington,
but who are better known by the expressive term "Copperheads"--We in the Army, consider
them the most contemptible creastures in the States, North en South. The Soldier in the
ranks of the Rebel Army is engzged in & Righteous Cause, compared with a Copperhead.

It has at least the appearance of honor to come out openly and show your sentiments to
the world, but what can we say of these who are loud in their professions of love for
the Union, while at the same time they are doing all in their power to destroy it. Not
by teking up arms zgainst it, but by weazkening the hands, and throwing stumbling bloevks
in the way of tho-e, who are nobly encountering hardships and denger to preserve it.
Pretending to be the Soldiers Friend, they are his worst enemy. They are traitors in the
darkest sense of the work. Like Judes, they would betray their county by &« kiss, end

like Benedict Arnold sei smes 2 : .
pec contem;t.- rnold, their nemes will become in history a byword of the deepest scorn

We are having very fine weather &l -
diszgreable deys Whedis. BIC srinl o t,hirl' thdugh there has

as possible, yet a greet amount of labop wi

recent hegﬁy rains have caused two bridges
be carried away.

- been some very wet and
ortifications is still progressihg &s feast
11 yet be reouired to corplete them. The

on the railroed between here and Nushville to

Washington!

: s Birthday--the 2 s
In addrecs to the Sold . 2nd wus celebrated here

_ in &n appropricte ms
- 22nd : ] nner.
iers wus issued by Gen. Rosecrans and at sundown & nutionsl selate

in this army. battery of Divisions or detcched Brigades

st, but n”:eiiff ou; pey on the 26th of last month. I recd six months pey up to Jan
}fa& my lowance_n“ or clotiing drawn since enlistment L hud 22 dollars %% Girect
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I recd $56.70. I sent $30.00 home by express and I am sorry i could not cend a greater
sum. I have yet learned who it is you call Freddy.

But I must close for this time. I have no stemp to pay the vostuge ar this
letter as there are none to be hed at any price. : 2

I remain
Yours affectionately
Lyman

P. S. I have written to Jesse Buker and have recd several letters from him. He was
at Louisville on Guard at the Hosoitel, hic leg was still very sore. '
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Head Quarters 34th Ills. Vols.
Kear Murfreesboro, March 17th 63

Desr Brother:

I received your very interesting letter of February 22nd. I wes very much x
pleased with your composition and pemmanship.

They show that you have been improving your time to good advantage and thzt
it you percevere you will become one of the best of scholers.

— You say there are plenty of féqy'a in Ugle County. I em sorry for it. I
like to see birds of a feather flock together. They are sadly out of place, living
in the same country with recspecteble people.

Don't you think they ought to go South and join their friends in their
glorious efforts ageinst the tyranny and unconstitutional mezsures oi Lincoln. <they
ought to go there is not question about tnat, but I need not tell you the reason they
don't go—they would meed with some danger, and then they have a foolish prejudice
against hearing the song that Union bullets sing. They find it much more agreeable
to their feelings to keed beyond the range of balls and dig mines beneath the great
edifice of our “overnment, hoping soon to see its foundations give way, and the whole
structure, dashed to the earth as mass of ruins. But do they know that when it does
accur, they themselves will be ground to powder beneath its ruins.

= These mo 's appear to have greet trouble in regard to the Negro. 1 was
about to say they are afflicted with "Nigger on the btrain" but then it is so doubtful.
whether they have any bruins thzt I have concluded to leave it to more experienced
doctors to decide their diseace.

I would like to see & sguad of Niggers break loose fram Florida and go right
- 8traight to Ogle County andmmrgyevery Tory or Copperhead in it—for this eeems to be
their greatest fear.

You say V-landigham is preaching treason all over the north. I wish he would
come down here and preach us & short sermon from one of his usuel texts. Why don't he
come and cheer us poor homesick soldaiers with the news that just as soon as old Abe
can be put out and himself put in, he will stop the war, anrd put-an enc to all the
herdships and dangers we now undergo, by sending us home to enjoyrourselves. Oh, how
we should welcome the distinguiched gentleman. We would honor him in our very best
style. i

I em sure there is not a man that would object to giving him an escort of
men with fixed bayonets to conduct him through our camps in the best military style,
and he could have as many drums and fifes as he could desire to accompany him in his
- grand tour, and play that particular tune, so inspiring to the ambitious, sometimes

the "Rogue's March." I am sure he should never after have reason to forget his visit
to the Army and the reception he received.

—— I was interested in your zccount of the way the convalescents at Keskuk
~disposed of the press of the "Constitution Office". I remember the old Tery, very well,
who edited the pauver. A
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= When T was ot Keskle I used to go to his office to read the news. I never
. admired his principles, and if he mzde as great progress P8R the last six
months as the Chicego Times has dome, I only wonder the soldier did not destory his
press long before they did. .

The ‘weather here is splindid(sic) Fires can now be dispensed with, coats,
and jackets ere laid off. Spring has commenced in real eernest, and it will not be
long until we shall be agin puffing and panting under the red hot rays of a southern
sun. :

Since I last wrote home, we received one day an order to strike tente and
load the wegons in preperation for an immedizte movement. This we done, and remained
nearly all day, with all our baggage either loaded on the wegon or ready to be slung on
our backs at a moments warning. -

Order came however to remain where we were and we &t once proceeded to re-

+~build our little town which the preious order had caused us to demolish, by tearing
down all the houses.

Ve are still at work on the Fortifications, whicn will soon be ready for
mounting the siege guns.

Reilroed Communication with Louisville is now complete so that we have no
trouble is getting laete news. The Louisville Journal reaches us in Camp 24 hours after
it is printed. The Nashville Union is our standard sheet #nd has a wide circulation
through this army. It is velued chiefly because it speakes the views of every loyal
soldier. It has no sympathy for traitors in arms or for copperheads.

The Chicego Times and Cincinnate Enquirer never reach us. 0ld Rosy won't
let them come within his lines. Everybody is satisfied with the arrangemert. = Still
there was no fear they could do any harm. The only effect that reading the Chicago

Times had on our Hegt. was to exasper:zte the soldiers against the class of men who up-
held such sentiments.

But I muct bring my letter to a close. I recd a letter from Jesse Buker a
few days ago. He was still at Louisville~—-I also recd one from one of our boys who
was captured at Stone River. He wes then et Chambersburg, Pa. having been paroled. All
who were taken and paroled unite in seying thut we have no idez of the destitution
and suffering throughout the southern stutes, they are confidant the Rebels must coon
submit. Their only hope ie in the action of the Copperheads.

Yours brother,

Lyman
To Chas. W. Widnes
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~ Head Quarters 34thb Ills. Vols.
Camp near Murfreesboro March 28th 1863

Dear Mother and Sister:

| I received your kind and welcome letter of the 1lth inst. I was glad to
: hear from you all again. I hope you are still enjoyinz gooc health.

We are still staying at the sume place with no strong indications of an
early move.

The work on the fortifications is progressing rapidly. . An addition has
been made to the working force within the last week. :

On Thursday last, there wes some excitment in camp, crested bv reports that
the enemy was advencing to attack us. The work on the fortification wes pushed on with

increased vigor, and heavy guns were uhlnned from Neshville to be mounted on the
unfinished works.

Since then, nothing more has been said about it and we have come to the

conclusion that the opportunity of giving the Rebels another thrashing will have to
be debayed longer.

e £ i e e e e

We have tzken our position here and we intend to hold it. There is not a man
among ucs whe fears for moment that we may be driven out no matter what force tne Rebels
mey brlng aginst.

We ere only afraid they wen't atteck us here. I believe they never will attach
ue. Their plan seems to be to throw a strong force into Kentucky and by cutting off
..our communicztions compel us to withdraw as Buellwas forced to do.

They have already entered on their plan, the success of which is yet to be
seen. Burnside, I think, will be abie to checkmate them in thet direction.
i Our Qrdspects are becoming more cheerful every dey. The Rebellion is certainly
on its last legs and would speedily crashed, if its actors were not encouraged by

z northern sympathizers to hold out in expectation of Bimdingour army withdrawn to auell
rebellions at home.

I alweys ridiculea the idea of starving out the south, but within the last
few weeks I have been forced to think such a thing is not altogether imposcible. The
papers hzve stated time after time that starvation wes staring the Southern people,
in the face, but I alway= believed there was not & grain of thruth in the story, but
since hearing from our men who were cartured at Stone River and shipped to Richmond,

I find T was greetly misteken. Tpey detlare that the destitution throughout the States
~they pussed through, was really fedghtful. They say we have not the least idez how
much the people suffer. I have no reason to doubt their account.

I felt very sorry to heer that Charley hus been sick but I enm glad he has
recovered.

I am very haopy to meke the accuaintence of Mr. Frederic Eldridge, kno wing

f.he ipheritg the zopd looks and lities of his rents d
{nceeé i mlﬂ% = acoﬁufnteggnce.n cualities of his worthy parents, I am honored

i
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Give him, and Minnie too, my best respects. I am glad to hear that the
Pine Creek Settlement has been reinforced by so meny as 30 families.

The weather here is very pleasant and much like spring.

— 1 must close for the precent. Give my best respects tolhtﬁﬂg Eli, Cherley
end ell the rest.

Yours Affectionztely,

Lymen S. Widney
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Ceuwp Drake Aprilléth _ .63
Dear Mother?®

I have just received your welcome letter of the 9th inst. I was glad to
hear that you were all enjoying good health.

I suppose you feel lonesoue since Eli end Lmmz hsve gone. You will certeinly
miss the cinildren.

We are still at the same old place working on the fortifications. It will
reguire almost 3 months labor to complete the plan of the works-when that has been done
Murfreesboro can be considered impregnable.

Seversl hundred refugees and deserters from the Rebel army are employed on the
works. :

Our camp was visited several times since the bzttle by &n old man named Lock,
calling himself the song maker of the Army. He zlways carried & valise full of printed
songe of his own composition, for sele to the soldiers. He gzenerally mounted & box end
made short speeches to the crowd aznd sung =z few songs. These were quite « favorite amoung
the soldiers who were always ezger to buy. They were no mean productions but woulc be
&n honor to meny who ezre concidered among the best of poets. One of his congs entitled
"Brother when will you come back" was reelly affecting. According to his own account
he had b-en &l1l through the army of the Potomac selling his songs. & short time since
he came and gung for the Regiment and said he wns going to Grants Army. within & few
days. He left us but in a few days we heard thet he was under arrest et Heed Cuarters
which & bzll and chain to eszeh leg. He hzd been areested on the charge of being &
spy. A complete plan of the fortification with other suspiciocus papers were found on '
his person. He succeeded in getting free from his chzins and was passing the picket line
on his wey to the Rebels, when he was discovered #nd shot by on of the Pickets. So ended

—the career of our old "Seng maker"™ ":i's: WHis song is dead’ his muse is fled." Poor
fellow.

I am very gled to hear that the Republicars have elected their men. I think
old Pine Creek is sound on the "Goose," Father was cuite fortunate to meet with such
good success in his first attempt in running for office. It is my private opinion, pub-
licly exprecssed-that the peonle could not have made & better selection.

I think I shazll be zble to get & furlough this summer. Gen Rosecrazns issued
en order some time since promising to offer & plan witnin & short time by wiich &
certzin number of men from ezch company would be a#llowed to go home. We are looking
daily for the promised order.

Capt. Miller has been promoted to Mejor and Maj. Dyson to Colonel. Adjt.
Lewitt has returned. He is under arrest for absence without leave. Our payrolls heve
been sent to me. I shull receive our pay in z few days. I suppose you have seen John
Coddington. I sent & few lines with him. I em sorry to hear that Charly hes a core
thumb, I hope it is better by this time.

Your «ffectionete son,

Lyman
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Camp Drake 4Aprii 24, th
Dear Parents:

I have been looking in vein for sometime pact for & letter from home, &nd I
now embrace the present opsortunity of writing again, hopin you have not been prevented
from writing by an misfortune. I think of you every day of my life and wonder how
long before I may see you again. I cannot bear the thought thzt perhaps I mey never
see you. I will not believe thet such may be the case. I feel assured that I will
pass safely through the hardships and dengers that beset the puzth of & soldier, and
behold once more that home where are centred all my hopes and joyc. TWenty months of
stormy troubled life have 1 experienced and sixteen more lie before me. I think of
them not with feelings of sadness and discouragement, but with & heart filled with

-.hope, and incouragement. I hzve passed through trisls, grester, perthaps, then any I

mey yet encounter. My experience of the siege of Cornith appears now to me &s & troubled
dresm. I cen scare persuade myself that it wac reality.  More dead thsn alive, I felt
that death would be no eneny,

I used to listen to the heavy thunder of cannon which was hezrd daily and
long earnestly for the opening of a scene of Carnszge which I thought would end the war,
if successful to our arms. HNever before or since did I feur deuth or vzlue life so
little. But now, the vresent &nd future eppear brighter. Our experience of soldier's
life &t the present is one of plezsure and contentent. Never before have we nad such
good times. Never before were the men so heulthy and in such high spirits. There is

_not half & dozen men in the Regiment who are not able to enjoy & game of Ball every

evening.

We receive & greater quantity, veriety, and better quality of provisions than
at any time since leaving Camp Butler. Ve drew more soft bread than we can eat, and
would you vbelieve it, we even draw a ration pf pickels every vweek, besides we have potatoes
onions and fresh beef. This is concidered the climax of good living in the ermy, where
previous hard living on rusty bzcon and hardtack, and only half rations of then~-mzke
the articles we nov receive more pleasant to the taste.

: I must not forget to mention that fresh fish is by no means & rare dish with
us. The boys of Co. H ere drawing ¢t flourishing business, catching fish in Stone River
with & seine made from coffee sacke joined together. The work on the fortificeations is
still being pushed on vigorously. A number of forts and long lines of works have been
completed, but new positions have been selected and new lines of breastworke staked off.
Monthe of laubor will yet be required. 4n importent movement has been mzde but the re-
sult has not yet trancpirea. ©ix divisions, and among them &ll of McCooks Corpp excent
this brigade moved out several days &go on & scouting expedition. We have heard nothing
from them vet. They certainly cannot go meny miles without getting into trouble for
just outside our lines the -Rebels are as thick as blackberries in June.

Our regiment received two months pay up to March.

i I will send you some &t the first opportunity. I will send by Express. The
only money I ever trusted by mail was five dollars, which I sent a fé4w weeks ego to Jesse
Baker at Louisville. Jesse returned about 10 days ago, but I have heard nothing of the
letter or money since. Fany of the boys have always sent money by mail every pay day
without sny loss. I have given it & feir triel and shsll not risk larger emounts. 4s I
have reached the bottom of the sheet I shall close for the present. Pleasewrite soon.
Give my love to Charlie. '

Your affectionate son,

Lyman

I have opened & correspondence with Emmett Ross in the 1230 Penn and hzve recd and
answered two of his letters.
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Murfreesbore Tenn.
April 25th 1863

Dear Parents:

Enclosed find $20.00 which I send by express.

L vas in hopes that I could have had & larger amount to send &t this time,
but the late conscription act, cuts me out of 40 cents per day extra pay. Une of
its clauses declares that men on extra duty shall not receive additional pay for
such service. '

As I have written yesterday, it will not be necessary to add more at present.

If you receive this pleaée write immediately.

Yours,

Lyman S, Widney
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Camp Drake May 5th 3

Dear Parents:

I take this opportunity of again writing to you. I have been weiting in vain
to receive a letter from home, until I begin to fear that some misfortune has heppened
you. I have been kent so busy for sometime past that I could find no time for writing
SOOner.

I sent you $20.00 by Express in the 25th of April, which I hope you hzve re-
ceived by this time. There is nothing of importence transpiring here. We are anxiously
.awating something to turn up. Rumors in abumdance are afloat of the advance of the Rebels
to attack us here but for my part I do not consider such an event at @1l likely. The’

work is still prosressing with energy on the fortifications. Every point is being
strengthened for defense in the best vossible manner. The weather is becoming very
warm and & shade is by no means uncomfortabtle. The trees are covered with leaves and
the fields with grass.

k lerge piece of ground near our camp has been approprizted for the use of
the convalescents whose camp is &lso & short distance from ours. It is to be used as
a garden for raising vegetables, and will be ciltivated by the convalescents. I vent
over to the Catholic Church at Murfreesboro last Sunday to see the performaunce. The
congregetion is composed &lmost entirely of soldaiers. The most distinguished mewber
is Gen. Rosecrans who is & reguler zttendant. He looked very pious &as he took the
sacrament and I should have thought he was & sincere christian had I not know how
terrible he swears when he puts off his Sunday face. I do not accuse him of being &
hypocrite but I believe him to be altogether on the wrong track for Heoven.

While in town I went to see one of our wounded boys who is lying in -the
hospitel. His leg was shettered by a minnie ball in the battle at this place. He
cannot move about and is kept confined to his bed. His name is Elmer Lawrence, &
brother to the Editor of the Religious Telescope. He is the only one from our
company remaining here. All the rest have been removed to Nashville or hospiteals
further North. )

Peter Householder has got back from Nashville looklng well and hearty.
He is now First Lieut.

I have received no letters from any quarter for & long time, although I
heve written very often. I cannot tell why they do not write. I have written two
letters to Caroline which hzve not been answered.

News is very scarce and I will close for the pres ent.

I send my love to Cherlie and hope he will write to me occasionally when
he finds time. I supnose you are &ll very busy now and do not find much time for
writing letters.

Yours affectionately,

Lymen

- i i v



Cﬂmpih‘ﬂkes May 18th 1863
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Dear Brother “harley.

I this .day received your most welcume and interesting letter of the 1lth inst.
I alsc received one fram Father and Hother dated M&y 3d. ‘

1 feel very glad indeed to learn that you are all enjcjing good heelth. I
suppose you have planted &ll your corn by this time. Oh, how, I should thave liked to
‘help you. I think I could enjoy myself for & short time once more in a cornfield. I
should like so wekl to see a field of growing corn. I have gazed on scenes of deso-
lation caused by the ruthless hand of war, so long, that they have become femiliar to .

--my sight. Yet I cannot forget ‘the scenes of fieace and‘induftry which erowned our own o
State, and oh, how, earnestly do I long for the dawn of returning peach when the sound
of war shall be hushed in our land, may God grant, forever.

e R
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I am glad to hear that you have such an interesting Sunday School. 1t must
ge very ple&aant to wvisit it. But perhaps you do not know that we too have a Sunday
chool. e e

: Every Sabbath a large number of soldiers meet. in one of the stockades, we

- have constructed to read the Bible and learn from those who kindly offer the services

to teachi Col. Buckner of the 79th Ills. together with the chaplains of our Brigade
have the school in charge. Pre&cbing ies held in the stockade several times during the :
week o : e o i

Perhpas you are curious to kncw what kind of & building we use for a church.
- It was Puilt not to- keep awey the devil, but protection against his principal agents i
 on earth-the Rebels. It consists of heavy logs noteless than 3 feet through and about
15 feet long standing upright side by side planted firmly in the ground.- The gidec are
“hewn perfectly smooth and made to fit closely together. The walls are shaped thue i

 The wholé is covered with heavy logs and several feet of earth, and 48 considered l
" proof against balls and shells. Between each upright timber an opening is made large
enough to edmit the barrel of a rifle so that a man can stend within the building 4and
~fire through these small loopholesg without danger to himself. The entrance is secured
| by & heavy door sirengthened with large iron bolts and bars. The bullding is enclosed
' .,by strong breatwerks and is intended as & place of refuge for the garrison should the =~
_enemy succeed in getting within the line of breastwcrks. : %

T

]
F : Snugly closed within this building a handfull of men could rake the enclosure
; with a deadly fire and be perfectly secure against evcrythlng but heavy artillery at S
e thrt range. : : B
i There is nothing new. occurring in camp and were it not fcr the uarlike appear—
k- ance and preparations for offense or defense we could Bc&rcely realize that ue are.

bt in the enemy's country and surrounﬂed by a hcstile foe. o

: . ' - Our brigade is still dig, dig, digging away with but- 1ittle prospect cf T?"
: completing the work this summer, should we remain until it is completed, The men are

i enjoying exnellant health and are in the best of spirits.

; They have become satisfied with their conditions and have ceased tc grumble o
about hard times haV1ng learrnd by experience that grumhling does not better thc casee . .




-
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: Charley I am sorry you found it necessary in your letter to correct the report
that Richmond hed been taken. It is indeed too true that our army has suffered another

—-defeat. The experience of the Army of the Potomec is made up of blunders and disasters
from beginning to end. I know not where to lay the blame. It cannot be upon the men
comoesing the army; for the numerous struggles in which they have been engagedhave fully
proven that they do not lack for courage or willingness to fight.

The leaders must be the cause of defeat, and yet I had the greatest confidence
in Joe Hooker. Now since he has failed who can be found able to lead that army on to
Victory which it so much deserves.

I &am afraid the day that shell witness the downfall of Richmond is yet far
~in the future. God grant that I may be mistuzken.

I enclose, "Ye Copperhead Song". Not very refined it is true, but it so
truthful a sketch of & soldier's life that I have concluded to send it.

I must close for the present.
I send my love to zll,
Your brother

Lyman S. Widney




Camp Drake May 29th 1863
Deer Parents:
I improve the present opportunity of addressing you a few lines.

I am still enjoying very good he&lth. The health of the Regiment was never
better than now. All the boys are in excellent spirits. They hsve got just work enough
to give them & good spetite(sic) and preserve their health.

The weather is very pleasant although & little to warm for comfort.

There is but little news stirring within our lines, everybody ic engrossed in
the operations of Generel Grant at Vicksburg. We look foward to the result with feverish
anxiety. There is but little doubt that, that celebrated strongheld together with
Pemberton's Army will be captured &nd yet there is & possibility thut they msy not be
taken, which would be & disappointment hard to endure after having our hopes pleced so
high on success. But ere this reaches your eyes perhzps the contest will have been
decided s5 I need meke no speculations. We can only trunst in the overruling arm of
the God o£ battles and the stratagem of General Grant. :

This army is under orders to be in readiness to march at a moments notice.
“Old Rosey" is keeping his eyes on Bragg, closely watching every movement. If Bragg should

~e-uciaconclude to send troops to the relief of Vicksburg he will find the Army of the

Cumberland falling upon his remaining troops to blot them from the face of Tennessee.
Bragg dare not rish the conseguences of weskening his forces on our front even if it
were not already tod late to rescue Vicksburg. 0ld Rosey is & General who will not let
-8lip a single opportunity of fighting when there 1uzapmmnpect of success in so doing. He
does not like Buell, expect to gain any buttles without fighting.

The Vallandigham case possess its share of camp gossip. & good meny of
Abraham's childrenz felt disposed to grumble about the mercy that was shown that famous
Gopperhead in transporting him through our lines instezd of shutting him up in Fort
Werren. He arrived at Murfreesboro last Sunday and was escorted through our lines and
delivered to the Hebels under & flag of truce. The Rebel Colonel commanding their picket
line declined at first to receive him but finully consented. Vallandigham addressed
the Colonel, "I am & citizen of Ohio of the United State: and come within your lines
against my will, I wish to be considered as your prisoner.”

It was reported yesterday thut he had been returned by the Rebels to our
lines but the pickets refused to receive him and that he occapied neutral ground be-

~ tween the two lines, not dering to approach either. This wuld be neutrality and €on-

servatism with a vengeance. The report is not however considered reliable. Yet it
would be nothing strange if it were so. The Rebeles detest such a class of men almost
as bad as we do. They love the treason but despise the traitor.

Rebel prisoners say they respect the Federzl soldiers much more then the
men who are constantly crying out save the Union, save the Union, yet slweys throwing
—obstecles in the way of thos- who would ssve it. They do not deny that their chief

~reliance is upon the €opperheads of the Nortd. I have heard thic repeated again and

again by Rebel prisoners and so has almost every man in the Army. This is one of the

..reasons vwhy there are no Copperheads in it.

R L oI i e




Our Regiment, as well as othem, are to be filled up with conscripts, as soon
as it can be accomplished. The evidence of thic fact is here in the office, written
by Rosecrens himself. It was written by him in answer to a certain document sent to
-~ hidm for consideration. Gen. Johnson wrote the following note in the same connection.
"The 34th" Ills. is a good regiment and when the ranks are filled by conscriptions will®
be one of the most efficient in my Division."

Adjutant Lewitt hes resumed hic duties as Adjutent. Yuring his ebsence on
recruiting service Lieut. Johnson of Co. B acted as such.

I received another ldter from Bmett Koss a few days ego. He wzs then at
home. His regiment having been mustered out of service. He was in the Battle at
Chancellerville but excezped unhurt.

— We are awaiting the return of the prisoners captured at Stone Rivef. All
prisoners have been exchanged up to the 6th of Mey.

I will close for the present. = g
Tell Charley to write zs often &s he can find time.
1 rewain
Your &ffaqtionate son

Lyman S. Widney

PS I received two papers which 1 supoose were sent by you. I am very much obliged.

LSk
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—.bay. All honor to Grant for his splendid achievements, nothing but & #elf-evident

" tolerated. He found, too, that Butternuts were no great favorites of the Second

Camp Drake June 5u¢h 1863 }
Dear Parents.

Yours letter with Charley's of the 24th of May came to hand yesterday.

I am pleased to learn that you are all enjoying good health but how .
sad I feel for Caroline and Fmma. I hed heard nothing azbout the sed accidne until
I received your letter. How trying it is to see one's home reduced to ashes. I can
appreciczte the gloomy feelings of discourzgement that must overwhelm her.

I am very anxious to hear the particulars. We are still at the same place
engaged in some duty. &lthough it seems very probeble that we may move shortly. COur |
Brigade received orders ¢n the 3rd to be in readiness for au immediate march. The 2
men were required to have 3 days rations in their haversacks and 4 days retions in
knapsacks. The order is still in force but is considered as only precautionary. It
was issued only to have the troops ready for any emergency. Heavy firing was heard
yesterday the entire day beyond our lines in the direction of Shelbyville. Several
Divieions are out and they may have had severe fighting. I have heard no news from
them. It seems to be the intention of Rosecrans to reconnoitre the enemy's position
and discover if poscible whether he is sending reinforcements to Johnson nesr Vicks-
burg. If such proves to be the czse there is no doubt but that the Army 5f the Cumber-
land will advance. Our movement at present depends entirely upon that of Bragg.

Everybody is interested deeply in the fete of Vicksburg. We long to hear of
its downfell and this must shortly be the case unless Johnson it allowed to concentrate
a sufficient force to engage Grant in the rear and force him to raise the seige.

The Govermment, I believe, is conscious of the grest importance of this
straggle, and will not allow the anticipated splendid victory of Gen. Grant to be plucked
from his grasp by neglecting to supply him with the men and mezns to keep Johnson at

blunder on his part will now detrzct from the honor he has so justly earnad. If the
Government fails to furnish him men and he is forced on thut account to withdraw his
force, justice demands th:t the bleme should not rest upon him or his army.

OQur Brigade enjoyed & rich trezt last night in the shape of z Political speech
from Gov. Williams of Indiana. The man who wasn't elected Governor when & candidate
in that State. Nevertheless he has got the name if not the office. He spoke for about
two hours to the Brigade which was ascembled at Brigade Head Cuarters. As a matter of
course he gave the Butternuts particular thunder, no other kind of & speech would be

Brigade.

Corp. John Geeting of Co. H. was severely injured & few days s&ince. A lurge
plle of sacks of corn, about which he wa: working fell upon him, breaking his cheek bone
and injuring him less severely in other parts of the body. He has been sent to the
convalescant Camp. Nehemiah Wagner has also been sent to the camp. He took sick soon
after his arrival here.

I received the two papers which Mr, McDennell sent. I did not know at the
time to whom I wus indebted for the favor wnich I esteem mo small one. Give him my
thanks for his kindness, and say th:t &1l such fevors will be greatefully received i
and the donator greztefully remembered. "The Telescope" is like the voice and smile
of an old acguaintance.




By the way I might say that the Editor of the Telescope was in our camp a
short time since. His brother Elmer Lawrence belonged to this company and hed his leg
shattered by a musket bull &t the Battle of Stone River. Since that time he had been
lying in the hospital at Murfreesboro, and his brother, the editor, came down to procure
for him his discherge which he succeeded in doing ghrough the influence of Maj. Gen.
Stanley, a cousin of theirs.

Yesterday we received & weitten address from Gen. Johnson to the soldiers of
the Second Division. He said that although we had been driven back at Stone River by
overvhelming numbers, it was not al all likely to occur again., He desireus at the
next meeting with the enemy to maintain our character as one of the best Divisions in
the Army, The Rebels themselves have learned to respect the Second Divicion. This fact
we have learned from Rebel prisoners and deserters who say that the reputetion of this
Divieion is very high in the estimztion of the Rebel Army.

I have nothing more to write at present.
Yours,
Lyman S. Widney

T. Brooks has not yet returned)




Camp Drake June 12th 1863

Dear Parentc:

Yesterday I received your welcome letter, and I now seize the present
opportunity of answering.

I felt very unwell for severazl deys but have recovered entirely. I had
some fever and a very bad headache. At the present time I feel as well as ever.
The health of the Regt. is very good, yet not so good ac it has been.

The Brigade has been relieved from work on the fortifications and the men
are now exercised six hours daily in company, battzlion or brigade drill. We have not
hawever broken camp nor will we be at al likely to do so unless ordered on & march.
The men zre well satisfied with the chznge of work., They have become tired of shoveling
dirt and prefer playing the soldier for a little while. Work ic by no mezns a desirable
occupation for soldiers whose lazness is proverbial., Although it often fulls to the
lot of the soldier to labor in various ways, yet he is always careful not to W¢ute too
much of his strength. With him spades are not always trumps. :

It cannot be expected, however, theat Uncle Sams hirelings will be so foolish
a8 to work hard when he receives just as much for lyine idle. Besides he has no fear
of being thrown out of employment. He can look forward to a period of steady employ-
ment for s long & time as he at first contracted for, no matter how idle he may be
or useless. Uncle Sam will not discharge him until the expirztion of his time-and will
then be eager to engage him for znother turn of service. Who ever heard of a better
hearted mzster than this samme individual Uncle Sam, poor old men he is sedly imposed
upon sometimes. DBut this is mere foolishmess. I shell try to talk of something sensible.

Our exchanged prisoners have returned and we can once more muster & Regiment
of respectuble size. Their return added 60 men to the number present. There is still
quite & mmber who have not returned with the purty. Some are sick in hospituls and
some at home enjoying themselves. The boys express themselves glad to get back to the
Regiment. They have no desire to take another trip through "Dixie"

I suppose you learn through the papers thzt Rosecrans is doing &n sctive
business in tne way of hanging spies and shooting deserters. OScarcely a week passes that
does not witnes=z the execution of one or more persons.

Several spies were to be hung near the town this afternoon and cuite a large
number of our men went over to witness the execution. A laree crowd was assembled
around the scaffold which had been used for that purpose, but they waited in vain.
The spies were either not hung at all or hung in a different place. At least their
‘curiosity was dissappointed.

Here, as-eisewhere, everybody is deeply interested in the fate of Vicksburg.
Qur prospects of success we consider very favopable.

With us 4ll is cuiet. OSeveral days ago the enemy &DpedPEd to be unusually
active and severul demonstrations were made asgainst our lines. A large force attacked
Franklin but were handsomely repulsed. Perhaps they will now consider the canture
of Frenklin an event beyond their power. They have tried to do so time and again and
have invariably failed.

it o N



I received the three papers which Mr. McDannell sent. I thank him very kindly
raners are to me always a welcome visitor.

There is but little news of importance stirring except such ac we gather from
the papers. In this you have the same adventage.

I zdmire Charley's spunk. He is Yankee from the ground up. I am not afraid
--that he will ever be converted into & fopperhead. He has got too much cense and
patriotism ever to forget what he owes to his country. Thet's right Cherley, stand
up for the Stars and Stripes. We know they will yet wave over every foot of ground
from Maine to Texas. . S

I have heard nothing yet from the folds in Iowz. I em glad the neighbors
heve been so kind. :

1 yould like to hear from Mr. Dennis. He mey heve been in the fights at
Vicksburg, where many & poor soldier found hls last resting pluce. I hope that he
has been emong the survivors. :

4 expect to send $20.00 by our Chaplain. He has applied for & leave of
absence to go to Louisville to carry money for the Regt. and there express it wherever
desired. A lezve of absense will probably be granted him, it not I shall sehd ti
from this place by express.

Give my best respects to all enguiring friends.

I remain,

Your affectionate son,

iQmﬁn S. Wianey
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Cefip Drake June 12th 1863
Dear Parents:
Enclosed please find $20 which I send by Express.
We received two months pay yesterday up to May lst 1863.

Adjutant Lewitt presented me with ten dollars as a reward for my services
last month.

As 1 expect to send a letter by mail I need not write more in this.
Your affectionate son,

Lymzn S. Widney

June 17th 1863

Dear Parents:

I have been waiting for five days in order to send this package with
Cheplain Decker. He will start tomorrow morning for Louisville and will cary(carry)
this with him. '

There hzs been no important changes since my 1a°t letter, except in the
weather which has changed from hotter to hottest—The last twa days and nights have
been remerkably warm. This evening ec I write is the warmest I have yet experienced
in "Dixde".

The Regiment is exercised in Bsttalion drill two hours each morning and
in Brigade drill! 3 hours in the afternoon., It is far from being a pleasant duty,
maerching quick and double cuick under the influence of the hest rays of the sun.

Colonel Rose of the 77th Penna. is now in command of the Brigede, and en-
joys the unenviable(inevitable) reputation of being disliked by zlmost every men in
it.

We hzve but little confidence in his ability to handle a Brigade in &
battle. He was formerly Captain of Co. "B" 77 Penna. which together with himself
hails from Pittsburgh.

We wish that Gen. Kirk would return to his old Brigade. Although he enforces

the most etrict discipline and siezes every opportunity of leuading his commend into
ection. Hic men prefer him to any other.

An important order was received from Gen. Rosecrans a few days since to
the effect that all soldiers who had been irregularly paroled, that is, paroled and

set at liberty without delivering them at Cly(?) Point Va. or Vicksburg, from Dec.lCth

to March 1lst should be sent to Head Crs. snd from thence shipped to some paroled
camp to awzit exchunge. Thies period includes the battle of Stone River in which &



large number of our troops were captured in that wey, but were returned to duty by
order of Gen. Rosecrans, who decided that their paroles were not legal and binding.
This hac been the case with cuite a nmumber in our Regt. They have no decire, however,
to go to Cemp Chzse or Benton Barracks, and nothing has been done towards obeying

the order. They are willing to risk the consequences. Unless another more positive
order is recd, the Confederate Stateswill be cheated out of seweral thousand prisoners.

Gen. Rosesrans has reduced the price of Louisville and Neshville Daily
newspeper from 10 to 5 cts per copy, and Frank Leslies- Hurpers & waverly Magazine from
30 to 15 cts each. This is all very good but it has entirely cut off our supply ac
no one will distribute them through the camp at those prices. :

Rumor says that the Rebels have invaded Pennsylvania. 1 am glad of it.
I wish they were up in Illinois. I want to see ‘the Copperheads stirred by their friends.

I recd a present of a new five dollar hat the other day from Lieut. Johnson
formerly Act. Adjt.

I must wind up for the present. My love to charley and best respects to
all inquiring friends. :

Very affectionately,

Lyman




Tullahoma July 24th 1863

Dear Parents.
I enclose you $20.00 which I shell send by express.

I am enjoying very good health and find no rezson to complain of anything
in particular. :

We received two months payon the 18th inst. up to July 1lst.

I think we chall be paid regularly hereafter every two months. Such an
arrangement will be very acceptable to the soldiers, whose best friend is greenbacks.

We can purchase good living here st very reasonazble rates-for EX&lee-CﬁbbuUe,
50 to 60 cts. per head-potatoes §1.35 per peck, small onions-5 cts. apiece. 1L ..©
Butter 60 cts per pound, smell bluCUlt 50 cts ner doz. Pies 20 cts each-and every-
thing else in proportion.

As I intend writing by mail tomorrow morning. I shall close for the pre-
sent. 3y

Yours affectionately

Lymen s. Widney

ki ieten b s e i g e et M e e
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Tullzhoma Tenn. July 25th 1863
Dear Pzrents-

I take my pen in hend to address you & few lines, earnestly hoping this
mey find you in the emjoyment of good health.

e stil) remain «t Tullahomsz and may remain for sometime longer.

There is nothing of very grest importsnce occurring here st the present
time. We are all engaged in anxiously watching the progreses of events in other
cuczrters of the political horizon. We cannot but feel rejoiced at the brillisnt
guccess which hes lately attended our grmy. The fall of Vicksburg &nd Port Budson,

—the defezt of Lee and the result of Morgan!S invasion are eveni that will be merked

_ in History as the beginning of the end. By tnepe victoriesc our netion hec mede
rapid strides towerd the peace and prosperity of & United People. The Confederate
Government is the huge hulk of & vessel, which to outward appezrances, is strong
and substantial, but in reality merely a weak shell without the braces, bolts, and
bands necessary to render it durable.

The leaders before the Rebellion hzve excited the predjudices and inflemed
the passions of théir tools, the lower class of Society in the South, and have
-~succeeded in. Ermying them against their Govermment. The Leaders are desperate now
and their course is marked by desperate measures. Conseguently their work is
' seemingly of gigantic proportions, but is in rezlity & mere shell unsupported by
b the eternal principles of truth and justice. It is bound together only by the weak
i prejudices and inflamed passions of the people, and must sconer or later fall to
pieces a helpless wreck--Our Govermment is established on & foundztion constructed
by Washington and his buand of Patriots during the dark and bloody days of the
Revolution. &nd now shall our old Ship of State, whose etrong timbers hae supportséd
her in meny e gale yield to that wezk hulk cell the Confederate Govermnment? A1l
that is required of us is one earnest, vigorous united effort, and we shall see the
old hulk falling to pieces, never again to be set afloat. The Rebel papers have
declered their intention to die in the last ditch rather than submit to us. This
I have discovered is simply ridiculous. When their old vessell begins to sink, they
will only be ton glea to seek safety on ours. When their Army huas been dispersed
or broken up into Guerrille Bands, the Citizens will be eazger to teke the Ozth of
Allegiance &nd come back into the Union.

We are interested in the result of the siege of Charleston. There seems
to be very strong indications of success. Gen. Gillmore hes thms far laid his plens
and executed them in the most skillful manner. His efforts will, I think, end in
the capture of that nest of Seccession.

The weather far some days past has been much warmer than ususl although
not near o hot as it wec this time last year.

I noticed & singular funeral passing our quarters today. A citizen,
mounted on & horse with a coffin containing the body of & child, in his arms, led
the procession. Following immedizately after were two men and women on fobtt. They
were on their way to the village graveyard.



I sent you $20 by Express. It will probibly rezch Pol#(?) &s soon &t this
letter.

4 sent you by meil a few days ago a roll cell the soldiers record. I mede
out the list of names and memorunde and cet it to Cincinnati where it was printed.
Every man in the Company has got one or more copies. I sent copies to Pittsburg
and Iowe. Z

Ad jutant Lewitt has resigned his commission and gone home.

- The mail hes just errived bringing 2 packages of papers. I em very thank-
ful for them. I received your letter of June 13th.

I send my love to Charley.
Yours affectionately,

Lyman

I send you one of Bragg's officizl document winich I picked up here.

iR o




Tullehomz Tenn. Aug 7th 1863
Dear Pzrents.

Your welcome letter of the 31lst utl. has been received. 'I am very sorry,
lother, to hear that you were unwell. I hope these lives may find you entirel
recovered.

My own health is very good. That of the Regiment, generally spesking,
is excellent.

This mornings report shows 19 men on the sick list, that is: who are unable
for duty. There are none sick enough to be confined to bed. Those reported are
men who feel & little unwell znd are concecuently excused by the Surgeon from going
out of Picket or other duty.

Our Vivision is under marching orders uat the present time. We are now
awaiting tbe arrival of ten days rations which we are required to teke along. The
rations were sent for to Murfreesboro and will probably errive on the train today.

It is thought we shzll then move on to the front or how much further we
know not. Although we have orders to be ready to mzrch, vwe mzy not go at all.
Time will show.

Yesterday was thunksgiving day, it waze properly observed here in ceauip.
A1) buciness was suspended and Sutler shops and stores cloced. The day wmore the
appearance of Sunday. Our Regiment had divine service in one of the town Churches,
which stande but & few rods from ow camp. We fitted it up for our own use, and it
is now & very pleasant place of worship. It bosts the dignity of a2 steeple and bell,
The latbr is very convenient for announcing the hour of service and celling the men
together. - .

When we errived at this plzce, the church was in very bad repair, being used
s a store house, &nd filled with tents and various kinds of camp bugrzce. This
mey be teken as g fair index to the Christienity and morality of the Rebel Army.
How can they expect to be favored by the God of Battles when his temples are pro-
fened and desecrated in such a manner.

An agency of the Caristizn Commission is loceted here and doing much good
emong the soldiers. They have @ large room filled with books and papers, generally
of & religious character. Every soldier is priveleged to select such papers or
tracts as he mey desire. These he is allowed to keep. They have & collection of
books of various kinds for the purpose of lending. By registering his name and
Regt. any soldier can borrow & book to read. This ie just what is required and
soldiers know how to appreciate its advantage to them.

The late order from the War Depertment in relation to the organization
of & Veteran Corps, hzs created quite an active interest in camp. A greet many of
this Regiment have concluded to re-enlist for three years or the wer in that Corps,
as soon zg arrangements are made to receive them. If you heve not noticed it in
the papers I will tell you what it means so far &s it concerns us. A&fter the 25th
of September next, I could re-enlist for theee years and receive on being mus tered

in & bounty of 27 dollars and one_month's pay in advance. 4t the first re%ular
pey dey efter serving two months I would receive 50 dollurs——after six months, 50




-

dollars more, and so on at different periods during the term of service until the
full bounty of 402 dollars hecd been paid. All this is in addition o the regular
monthly pay.

I cannot sey that'l have any serious notions of re-enlisting, until my
present term of service had expired. Then, if the war continues, and I feel dis-
posed to re-enter the Service, there will be abudant opportunities to do so.

I am gled to know that you received the record I sent. I am not sure that
I cen explain the meaning of all the pictures cshown in the design as that portion(?)
of it was invented by the publisher. I do not remember how the portraits were
arrenged but I coyld tell you the nzmes &f I had the roll before me. I suppose
you recognize the portrait of 0ld sbe. Then there is Rosecrans, Grant, Hooker, Banks
and Butler, the others (If any) I do not remembper. The Buttle scene, I think repre-
sents the Rebels being driven into the last ditch, which is the Gulf of Mexico. It
is & battle thut is yet to be fought, but I hope this picture gives & faithful re-
presentation of what will be ifs results. :

I received a letter this week from no less a personage than Mr. John Cowen.
I also received one at the ssme time from Emmett Ross. He says the draft came off
there not long since and Anderson wae so fortunzte as to draw a prize of a musket
and & suit of Blue. He did not stzte whether Anderson wes going to face the music
like a man and fight for his country or whether he would pay his 300 dollar ex-
emption fee and stay at home. Two notorious Copperheads Jim & Joe Holley were
among the victime of the draft. It is a glorious thing, this draft is——glorious
I mean for such person, as myself, who ere alreudy in the service. Glorious for °
women end children, old men znd cripples and &ll sorts of exemwpts—-but how horrible,
frightful, what &n unpardonzble sin it is, cruelty to drag peaceably inclined, &ble
bodied copperheads into the eleughter pen of the army. I pause for want of words
to express my intense horror «t the thought. imagination &lone can comprehend its
wretchedness.

Adjutent Lewitt resigned his commission &lmost & month ago and has gone
home. He was en excellant man, but hzd one grest feult, his love of strong drink.
It is sad to tnink of what he might heve become had he not ruined himself by in-
temperence. He was @ man of splendid abilities and fitted especizlly for the duties
of &n Adjutant. Ee oppeured to know everything comnected with his business. All
the officers in the Hegt. looked upon him a& an oracle in his profession. They always
ceme to him with cuestions about the menner of conducting any officiazl business or
correspondence, which they could not settle themselves, knowing thzt if he could not
ansver them, nobody else could. It mas & common remsrk with the boys that whet AdJt.
Lewitt did not know was not worth knowing. Gen. McCook caid thet Lewitt was the bect
Adjutant in his Corps. He hes a splendid eduction and is & Civil Engineer by pro-
fession. But all his good qualities were ruined by the demon of intermperance. He
would get on @ spree and neglect his business for days together. This is a«ll that
prevented him from rising to a position equal to his capabilities. But I must bring
my letter to a close for the present. I should stele however thet I sent 20 dollers
by Express on July 27th. I elso sent a letter on the 25th—I did not receive the
papers you mentioned in your letter. When you write ugain tell me &1l ebout the farm,
what changes hsve been made, enc ell the little things connected with gihe L em
foolish enought to be interested in just guch news.

Youre affectioncte son,

Lyman



Bellefonte Ala. Aug. '23d 1863

Dear Parents-

"Away down in Alabame", you exclaim as your eye caiches the heading of
the letter. Yes, we are eway down in Alabsma-right glad of, at lust finding & resting
place, after & long and weary march of six days from Tullahoms . ?

On Sunday afternoon the 16th inst. our quiet meditation were suddenly
interrupted by an order to be in reazdiness to merch in two hours. Long before that
time had expired everything was in readiness and at 4 P. N. we sterted on our way

-rejoicing in the direction of Winchester. The men were never in better spirits

since we left camp Butler or Green River; they acted like so many schoolboys just
let loose from school. Every little occurrence that could be construed into some-
thing funny, provoked & roar of appleuse end laughter, like that you would hear &t

& politicel meeting when the speaker relates a funny anecdote. One unlucky fellow
whose eyes were evidently not gazing upon the way that he should go stumbled and fell
as we marched out of camp. This was ridiculous in the extreme &nd of course had

to be announced in the usuzl noisy mznner.

We marched that evening & miles before encamping. Early next morning
moved out agein and reached Winchester about noon. It is & beautiful village, laid
out with great taste, and plezsently locatéd in a fertile and productive country.
It forme & striking contrast with the old fashioned; dilapidated towers we have
been eccustomed to see in Kentucky znd Tennessee . $HHHHHHE00EE0HHER0ERREEREEE0GHON
heng on the. There was but one objection to the country, the scarcity of water.

In & march of 30 miles south of Tullahoma we did not see & single spring.

During the afternoon of the 18th, reached Lurkins Creek in this State.
Here, our route for ten miles lay along the course of the stream. The road crossed
and rectossed and in many plsces followed the bed of the stresm for & number of
rods. There were no bridges of any kind and the men on foot had to follow the
road-wading through the water which wes in many pleces almost waist deep. The
teams in front were forced to ctop every few minutes and the consequence was that
nightfall found us, still with =ix niles of water to navigate. We were in & deep
velley shut in on &1l sides by frowning mountains, e&nd as the moon did not shine, .
we had a specimen of Egyptian derkness. As we would pick our way up out one ford,
and scarcely before we had set our feet con dry land, splash, splash, would go
plunging again into the water, there perhaps to be stopped in the middle of the
stream by the sudden halt of the team in front, standing there until some wagon had

_ been lifted out of the mie. We would azgain stumble on to plunge in more mud holes.

or wede through more water. It was slmost midnight when we encamped-when &lmost

every man weesry ac he was, flung himself on the ground in his wet clothing to steal
a little slumber ere the morning bugle called him forth to move &gain on another !
day's MarchEEHEEEEEEHEHEEEREEHHAEEEHEEH000O]. know of not & single man who has i
taken sick from the effects of that sosking. '

On the morning of the 19th we zgain moved off &nd reached the foot of
the principal mountein about noon. There the road ascends the side of the mountain
for 1 1// miles almost perpendicularly, hugh(sic) ledges of rock projecting gne
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above the other give it about the shape and slope of a common pair of stezirs. Yet
up this place we were to drag all our wagons. From 10 to 12 mules were hitched

to each wagon anda about &s many men to puch behind-knapsacks, blankets, and- shelter
tents were 211 cerried by the men, and yet it required twenty-four hours hard labor
to draw the teams of this brigade to the top. Our Brigade wzas the first to ascent,

-and soon as we reached the summit which was &t noon on the 20 we moved on 8 miles

further and encamped, being still on top of the mountzin. It is there 10 miles

wide and comparaztively level. On the 2lst we began todescend and soon found ourselves
in & rich valley along which we continued for 15 miles until we reached Bellefonte

on the same day. The lst brigade of this Division arrived here yesterdey afterncon,
end the 3rd Brigede is expected this afternoon. Ve were all together at the foot

of the mountein, but it reculred 24 houru l&bor, night and day, to get the traln of
each brigade to the top¥¥s o ; 3 3 :

Upon our arrival here the 34th was detailed .by Gen. Johnson as Provost Guarde to

the town, and Lt. Col. Van Tassell appointed Post Provost Marshal.

Yesterday morning Hezd Quarters was moved to the Court House, and the

AdJutantu Office Yoczted in the room formerly occupied by the Clerk of Court.

We found all the old records of the County (Jackson) scattered over the floor.
The documents are deted as far back as 1820. About fifty large books, we reserved
while the remezining books and pepers were collected in one great he&p and burned.
There were not less than 3 bushels of marriage licenees and bonds signed by the
Jeremiah's, his X mark and Elizzbeth's, her X mark-——not one out of ten could sign
their own name.

This building is an excellant one for this country, it is built of brick,
and 2 stories high. It is surrounded by & fine cluster of locust trees &nd alto-
gether is a very pleasant place for persons who have within the last two yezrs spent
as little time within a house &s I hzve.

It is less than & mile to the bunk of the Tennessee River from this
place. The Memphis & Charleston R. R. runs by, two miles to the north. There are
plenty of Rebels just &cross the River and were plainly seen by scme of our ment vwho
went to the river to bathe.

We shsll probably remsin here until & crossing hés been efected at
Bridgeport or some other point on the river. I should have stated before that
only our Division moved from Tullahoma to this place. We know nothing¥HoeaHEHREK
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Camp near Stevenson Ale.
September 4th 1863

My dear Brother:

I cennot tell you on paper howwell your letter plessed me; the one
you wrote Aug. 23d. That is the kind of news I like to hear. It is always interest-
ing to me to hear all about the farm, and of what you are doing. Charley, I would
give @11 the old jack knives and buttons in my peckets to grasp your hand once

~more and say, "Why, Charley, my dear boy, how doc you do." I know that would be

one of the happiest moments of my life. I think about it when awzke and dream of
it acleep.

Since I last wrote, we have once more been on the move, &nd once more
settled quietly in Camp for & short time. Our Division marched from Bellefonte
on Sunday Aug. 304 end halted for the night within three miles of Stevenson on
Crow Creek having gone 12 miles. Our Regt. encamped within & few rods of the exact
spot, occupied by it thirteen months before. When Buell had commend. They were
encamped there about two weeks at thet time, end the bunks that were built by the
men were many of them still standing. Alas; how many of the poor fellows, who were
then hopeful zs any, looking for the end of the war, now lie beneath the sod.

Leaving Crow Creek on the 3lst we marched .three miles to the river and
crossed on & pontoon bridge that had been built two deys before. We encamped on
the south benk znd had remzined here ever since. I suppoce you know how a pontoon

——bridge is made, but perhaps you do not know thow they get the bridge across, when

the enemy is stending on the ooposite bank. Well, I'11 tell you how they went about
building this bridge which is 70 rods long—When the Pioneers resched the river with
their boets(60 in number) they saw the Rebel Pickets on the other side. 4 battery
was brought and placed along the bank and loaded with shell, while the boats were
hauled into line, and & certein number of men placed with each boat. At a given
signal the bozts were all run to the water together and while pert of the men sat
with their guns pointed at the Rebels the others pushed across with poles. The
Rebels stood at their posts and looked on without firing a shot until the boats had
rezched the middle of the river, when they broke for the rear, and just in time

to be too lete for they were suddenly fotched up & standin" by the 2nd Ky. Cavalry,
who had been crossing above and below and very nicely surrounding from 35 to 50

of the pickets. The others escapked, and left the Pioneers to finish the bridge

in pezce. Four hours leter, men and wagons were crossing on it. Not & shot was
fired by either party in launching and cross the pontoons.

Our Regt. has been detailed to guard this bridge and aleo to throw
up works for its defence. The rest of your brigade and division marched on three
days ago. It was intended that we should remain here only & few days until another
Regt. should relieve us, but the relief hasn't come yet, and probably won't within
the next week. The only troops here, besides us, is the2d Tenn. Cavelry.

It is reported that our Division has had & fight with the Rebels near
Trenton—twenty-five or thirty miles from here and of course ceme out victorious.
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Decserters from the Rebel army are constently coming within our lines. One came
into our Regt. day before yectercay. he belonged to the lst Ky. Cevalry and
wants to get home and stay there. ~He says he will teke any kind of &n oath we choose
to give him—He'll even take & dose of ipecauc,(ipecac), he says, if it's necessary.
He says there sre thousands of deserters hiding in the mountszins who want to give
themselves up—"I thought the Confederacy & very nice thing", said he, "when I
enlisted, but it's a dead dog now". Bragg, he says, won't fight at Chattanooga

his Army is so badly demoralized, and &11 the Tennessee troops say they won't go '

& step further than Cheattenoogz. They will desert by Regiments if a move is made
for Atlente—-His statment I believe ic correct as all the deserters repeat the’
same store. During the short time we remsined =t Bellefonte, fifty deserters

came in, and so it hes been all along our lines.

Unless come speedy and grend vietory is gasined by the Robels their
case will be hopeless, if it is nto so &lready. The confederzcy hzs been on ite

last legs so long that it must now be on crutches.

A specimen of the F. F.s of Alabama were here today in the persons of
two women, one hunting & cow the other hunting & mule, that had been lost. They
live four miles fram here on the other side of the river and walked all the way
in their bsrefeet. Their lost animals, they said, were three miles from here and
they wanted a pass from the Col. to get through the lines——sop it is seven miles
to where they expect to find theu and yet they expect to get back home todey. I
don't think Illinois czn best thet.

I received a letter from Emmett Ross today, he says Anderson wanted to

go to war, but his father and mother wouldn't hear to it, so he paid his 300 dollars
and did go.

I forgot to tell you in my last letter of thefun we hzd while on our
way to Bellefonte. At a certain pluce where we stopped for dinner, the men h=d
stacked arms and were sitting on the ground esting when some one cried out "the
coon","the coon", at the same time looking up into a big tree. It wac not long
until more thzn one half the brigede had gethered around the tree to see the coon,
which was nothing more then & big knot on the side of its trunk. After some of

~-them had enjoyed the ®ell and the laugh had deadaweay, one of our boys went up to

Col. Dodge who communds the Brigude and zsked permission to shoot & coon. As the
Col. had learned nothing of the joke he proposed to his staff and number of field
officers from the Regts. who were present to go down and see the coolf shot. So

" down they came, all eager to see the critter, welked to the tree, a&and looked up

emong the branches. The men saw into the joke &t once and began the yell, in the
midet of which the victims made their exit, and in one minute after the Col. had
mounted his horse and ordered the bugle to sound, the merch, concluding not to
wailte to see the coon shot.

All the men fit for duty are out today working on the fortifications.
I have very little to do now since we have been detached fran the Brigeade.

Give my love to Futher and Mother and to zll enguiring(sic) friends.
Write eoon.

Yours sincerely,

Lyman S, Widney

e e S T e



Camp at Battle Creek, Tenn.
Sept. 20th 1863

Dear Parents:

I haed just finished writing my letter of the 16th when orders were received to be
in reediness to merch. I concluded tnerefore to keey the letter until we stopped agein.
Our Regt. was detailed by Gen. Morgan to &ssist in removing the Pontoon Bridge from
Capertons Ferry to this point, 18 miles zbove., Our baggage was sent by lend and the
men had to bring up the pontoons by water.

There were 63 pontoons &nd 6 men were placed in one to row, pole or sail up
stream. There are just six of us in our mess, and we chertered & bozt for our own use.
After putting aboard our bzggage and plenty of provicions. We plied the oers until we
were tired, when we determined to find an easier way of floating up stream, so putting
into shore, & seil was rigged from four. Shelter tents and &s & stiff oreeze was blowing
in the right direction, we scudded out before it, znd moved quite lively without eny
other aid. We were not the only crew that hoisted « sail as every one of the sixty-
three bosts had teken acvintege of the breeze, but we had & leetle the biggest sail on
the waters, &nd of course ran & little the fastest. OUur wes nearly the last bozt to
stert out, and they were scattered elong for more than a mile ahead, but wé pasced one
after another of the boats while the crew were tagging 2t the oars, and we enjoying our—
selves, and doing nothing but to steer the boat. We soon saw that we were an object of
envy to all that we pacsec, but that didn't vex us much. At noon we ren ashore end
cooked & good dinner, und ugin started off uncer @ good breeze. Everything vent very nice
until we h-d almost reuched Bridgenort 4 miles below hére, when &udden scuall ceught our
big suil &nd drove the boat broadside upon & nest of snags, elmost upsetting us into the
weter. There we stuck fast unable to do anyta ng but to heng to the uoper side of the
bout to xeep the wind frow comsletely cepsizing it. Now it was that those we hed left

<-in the rear had their revenge, us they went dusiing by us, letting out & few yell#s of

© «-triumzh s they saw the bost with the dlg czil duost wrecked. We did not get away for

hzlf en hour, when the gale subsided, and we once more went on our woy rejoicing. But
eles for the wind, it had spent 1l its energy in thet one big blest, and efter meking
our way under tow pontoon bridges at Bridgeport we found ¢ ctiff current to contend
with and not & brezth of wind. After rowing about & mile we ren ashore and encamped for
the night.

The next morning we found &« strong breeze blowing cirectly down streem, which mede
our sail ureless, 2o we took down our must and once more leid hold of the oars, and by
dint of hard pulling at length reazched our present position at the mouth of Bzttle Creek.
The bridge was constructed the same dey, and we zre now encemped on the esst bank of the
River guarding it. We zre compelled to be on theadlert for Rebel Cavalry who mey attempt
to cut off communication from the Army in front. We hear meny reoorts from the front but
they sre so unrelizble thut I will not attempt to give them.

Some of our boys who were out in the country today hezrd heavy end continued
cennonading, and it is suppoced thut & beattle has token pliace or is now in progress.

The wecther is extremely colc and elmost freezes the poor fellows who have not
many blaniets. ;

I must close &s the meil is ready to zo out. I sent my love to Charley.
Yours,

Tt S W,
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Capertons Ferry
Near Stevenson Ala. Sept. 16th 1863

Dear Parents:

Your welcome letter of the 9th inst. has been received. Also a "Tribune" for
which I am very thznkful.
&
My health ic very good at present elthough I wes very unwell for more than/week.
. When I wrote last we were encemped in the heavy timber, on luw swampy ground. It was
very unhealthy as the rapid increase of the sick list plaeinly showed. 1 had & severe
attack of the Cholera Morbus one evening and took a dose of every kind of medicine in
- the Surgeons office, without getting eny better until the doctor administered chloro-
form, which put me to slees. When I ewoke I felt much better but was still unwell for
—-ten days after. A few deys since, our was loccted necreréthe river on high ground,
and the sick list is now decreasing as fest as it increased before.

Our tent is pitched on the edge of & high bank about ten steps from the waters
edge. The breeze from the river is very cool &nd réfreching. OSeverzl canoes are moored(?)
close at hand, and I often indulge ‘n the luxury of & ride on the water.

We received reinformcements esbout & week ago of one Regt. (the 60th Ills) =

i Battelion of Pioneers and one section of artillery. The 60 Ills has relieved our Regt.

: every second dey from work on the Fort, which is now almost completed. Our Regt. is
yet the only force on thic bank of the river, but as soon ec the fort has been furniched,
the Artillery will be sent acrose from the other side. Thic point is liable to an zttack
at eny time from scouting bodies of Cavalry. =t would be cuite an advantage to the
enemy to destroy the pontoons and thus cut off communication with the Army in front.
We consider ourselves, however, fully wuble to hold our ground, zgainst any force of Cavalry
thet is likely to be sent against us. '

This Regiment is now unter command of Gen. Morgan of the Second Division, Re-
serve Corps. This, however, is only & temporery errengement. Ve =till, really belong
to McCook's command. Our Brigade and Division are somewhere in Georgia looking after
old Bragg. Ve heer meny conflicting rumors from the front but nothing reliable.

From what I cen gather, there seems to be a big battle close at hand. Bregg,
no doubt, has been lergely reinforced from ee and Johnson and together with Buckners
forces will be &ble to concentrate cuite an zrmy. Troops from Fort Donelson &nd Corinth
have already arrived to reinforce Rosecrzns; I think we can attend to the Rebels.
The poeple of the country still continue to come in for passes to cross the river and
mske their way to Tennessee, Xentucky or Rorthern stutes. Cuite & number of deserters
have come in. Some of them have enlisted in an Alebzuz Regiment thed is being organized
at Stevenson. :

Men, women, and children come here to beg for something to eat. They have been
stripped of everything by their friends, the Rebels, &nd by our troops. It is & sad
sight to see humen beinzs reduced to low, yet the mejority of them were Rebels, and
are only meeting with their just rewerds. They &l1 claim to be Unionists now, but they
cannot be trusted. ;
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Somne of them are now and zlweys have been devoted to the Union. The suffering

-- of such people are &lmost in@redible(?) One instance among many is that of the wife
of & Federal soldier in the E. Tenn. Cavalry. She came into our camp not many days
ago to beg for something to eat for herself and children. She carried & child in her
arms znd hed walked five miles when she recched here. Two other caildren, she szid,
were still &t home, and they would heve nothing to ezt 'till she got beck. Che wunted
to go to Stevenson to make arrangements for getting rations from the Government. after
receiving her pass she trudged off through the heat ana dust for Stevenson, 3 nmiles
further on. We heve given awey &l the surplus rations, end the Major has applied
to Gen. Rosecrans for authority to draw rations from the Government to issue to families
who have been reduced to actual want. These people are the poor white trash of the
south, living as they do in the sterile. country of the mountuzins. They admit themselves
that the sleves are more respected by Aristfocratic slaveholders, than they are.

Democrats of the North talk of negro equality among those they call Abolitionists.
But the slaveholders here associate with their niggers as much if not more than with
the whites. Ong of the F. Fs of Alebama, the former Mistrese of the Alabame Hotel at
Stevenson, came into our camp a short tlme ago, riding on horseback with a dirt-wooly
headed darkey, as black as the Ace of Spades, perched on behind. Sne is one of the
Aristocrats &nd wes dressed in the style suiteble to her cless. Yet che saw nothing

improver in riding on the szme horse with one of her little nigger slzves. What would
Conservative Democrats think to see one of our abclition women of the Hortn in such
‘compeny. Yet this is an everyday occurrence-—--3-& uaner5¢¢ custom in the South.

I hzve opened & correspondence with Cousing Sophiz Bamborough, and have received
several letters as well as packapges of Lancaster Papers. O&he writes very interesting
letters.

I wes sorry to heer of the great frost thet hes visited the Northern part of the
State. How did your corn on the bottom stand it? Did you have any thzt esceped? You
did not say whether your corn would average & half crop or whether it applied to a1l the
corn of the neighborhood. I am znxious to hear. Be sure and let me know next time.
a
The weather here is hot during the day and cold &t night. It is/splendid plece
for ague and many of the men are shaking with it.

I think ve ere beginning of the end of this cruel war. When I get home I believe
it will be to enjoy to(the) blessing of Peace. One year will see the close of one of the
most causeless and wicked Rebellions that ever cursed the face of the Barth. Be patient
and hopeful, &ll will yet be well. The oledsure will yet be ours of meeting once more
when swords sheall be besten into plowshares and spears into sruning hooks.

Yours most affectionately,

Lyman
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Bzttle Creek, Tenn.
October 4th 1863

Dear Pazrents:

I send you this letter by Capt. Henry Newcomer. He hes-resigned end will stert
for home today.

I hope this will find you 2ll enjoying &s good hezlth &s I do myself. That un-
welcare visitor-Ague-has been laying violent hands on many of our men, drilling them
severely in the act of shaxing. T heve menaged thus fer to keep out of the clutches of
the o0ld monster. ;

When I lact wrote we were encamped on the eest benk of the river. We heve since
moved to the west bark end huve t-ken up the pontoons to prevent an attempt by the enemy
to cross on them. A part of them have been sent to Bridgeport.

I suppose you felt some anxiety for the 34th when you heerd of the battle of
Chickemauge. If you received my ldut letter written shortly after the battle, you will

--lnow that our Regiment cid not take part in thzt bloody carngge. Hed we been engeged, &nd i

suffered as heavy loss as the remeinder of our Brigszde, there would now be nothing left
but the neme of s Regt. All but 25 men of the gellent 77th Tenn were ceptured, and ere
now enjoying themslves somewhere in Dixie. OSeveral of the 34th, who had been on duty

- et Brigede Heud Quarters were "Gobbled"--

I suppoce you hsve learned from the papers the principal detaile of the battle.
The Rebels have taken the greater number of priconers beczuse they captured our Field
—Hospital filled with wounded, but: £°1r loss in what can never be repleced, the lost of
life-is greater than ours. They hsve feiled in their grand-object, the capture of
Chettanooga. Our army =till confronte them, secure in its possession of thet stronghold.
If they could not accomplish their object, with a force outnumberlng ours, two to one,

—how can they hope to do more, when r31nforcement° heve swelled our number to an lqnalliy\?)

with theirs.

The 11th Corps from the army of the Potomsc has arrived at Brldgepart snd enother
Corps is on its way. The only troops from Grants Army thet heve arrived is one Battalion
of Regulers. If do not know whether others are coming or not. Rosecrans will soon be
able to again assume the offensive and unless Bragg take his army out of the wey, it
will get roughly handled. Our men are in the best of spirits, and more than ever con-
fident in the zbilities of their commander.

Longstreet's Rebel Corps from Vlrglnia were roughlv handled in this battle. I
talked with several of the invincible chivalry who had been captured. They said they soon
discovered they were not fighting paper, shirt collars. Braggs men were almost &s well
saticfied that Longestreet was beaten as we are.

A prisoner from Braggs army #21d thet when Longstreet's corps was falling back after
&n unsuccessful cherge on our lines, tineir men yelled out--"You sint charging on puper
shirt collars, &«nd white shirt bosoms now, are you,", and & hundred such tantalizing re-
merke, not very acceptable to the "invincibles,"
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A terrible accident occurred =zt Bridgeport four cays @go. 4 huge pile of ammuni-
tion 20 feet scuare by 4 in height wac ignited by the accidentzl burstin of & percussion
cghell, and exploded with & terriffic roar, killing 15 soldiers anc¢ wounding 30. The
bodies of the dead were horribly mangled, many torn into frogments. The sound of the
explosion wes distinctly heard 30 miles distent. I have not lezrned how much further
it wes heard. :

Wheelers Rebel cavulry mzde a raid on a portion of our supoly train, a few miles
above here, and destroyed & large number of wagons with their contents. Our regt. wes
kept in line all day expecting to receive & visit from the "critters", but they didn't
come. I must close-for the present. Write soon. I have not heard from you for &lmost
a month. I send my love to Charley. 2

Yours éffectionately,

Lyman
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Battle Creek, Tennessee
October 16th, 1853

My dear mother:

Your letter, with Charley's, of Sept. 30th was received & few days &go.
It finds me enjoying good hezlth. I hope this may find you a&ll well, also.

You see we are still at Buttle Creek. There &re no indications of our
moving soon. We zre very comfortably situated, with &4 nice camp, and good™ houces.
The men have houses built with bosrds, and nice fireplaces with brick chimmeys.

The materizl was furniched by a large house with its out builaings, thzt
stood nesr our camp. It was a splendid building, the property of &« skeedsdcdleu secesh,
All thst now marks the spot where it once stood is the bare freme. Everything thet
could be carriec hzs been transferred to our cemp.

Two officers of our Regiment, Lieut Robinson of Co. 4 &nd Capt. Parrott
of Co. B. went to Chattanoogz about a week ago. As they vere returning yesterday by
the rozd thzt follows the river in compzny with two others, they were fired upon by
the Rebels on the ooposite side of the river. Putting spur to their horses they ex-
pected to ride through, but the farther they advanced, the faster flew the bullets from
the Rebels who lined the shore for several miles. They were finzlly forced to leave
their horses end scatter through the bushes. Cept. Parrott and another of the party -
succeeded in getting through 2nd reached czmp, but lieut. Robincson and a Private
from the seme company have not been heard from since. It is not known whether they

scaped or whether they have been killed or so badly wounded as to be unzble to get
avay.

One extremity of the Rebel line rests on the River zt that point, so the
road ic effectually blockaded, and none dere go there in sezrch of the missing one.

: A complete reorganization of Corps, Brigzdes and Divisions in the army,
is being mzde. 1 supnsose you know thet our old commz=nder, Gen. McCook hzs been re-
lieved, and also Gen. Crittenden, vwho commznded the 21st Corps. His Corps and McCooks
are to be consoliduted into one.

Our Division &nd brirace have both been aisorganized, and the daifferent
regiments conoposing it, as=izned to new commrnds. We ao not know yet to whom we belong.
The Reziment is at present uncer caarge of Gen. Morgen, formerly comuasnding 2nd Division
Reserve Corps. He removed hic Head Quarters about & week ago from Stevenson to this
pluce.

Now & word or two about myself. I heve not hzd much to do lately, ac all
the blenks for meking the proper returns hzve run out. Ve are several months behind
~with reports to Whshington. The Adjutent will get some today and then I'1l have to
meke up for lost time. I live very well now, there are five of us in & mess, and we
have & colored individual to superintend the Culinary Department. My messmetes are

- &all jolly pood fellows, they zre the Sergeant Mzjor, Drum Mz jory, Chief Bugisr, znd

Postm=cster.
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I sleep in the office, but have an interest in what we call our "Ranche"
or 'Bhebang". It ic & neat shanly builtfrom the lumber of the houses I have spoken
of ,——and is dignified with & fancy door, and a window sach from the seme building.
Then we have & niceubig fireplace and brick chimney to carry off the smoke.

To be sure our Ranche wouldn't be considered a first cless Hotel on
Brodway, but we think it "bully,".

It is only by experiencing pain that we can enjoy plezcsure or by enduring
the trials of poverty, that we can appreciate the vzlue of riches. So it is with
thoce who have been accustomed to use the earth for a bed, and nothing but the sky
overhead. They only know what comfort can be found even in & "Pup tent"

In a conversation with the Quartermaster not long since, I learned some-
tning that I had not before cleariy understood. When Abrem Beeler resigned his po-
sition as Quartermaster of this Regt. lest summer, the commissary Sergeznt, David
Telbot was appointed his successor. This left a vacancy in the renk of commicsary
Sergeant #nd I thought I had zt that time good rersons for believeing I should receive
the eppointument to fili the vacancy, but on the sams dey thzt Talbot received his
commission &and was appointed Q. M.—-my exvectations were scattered to the winds, by
an order from Col. Dysart appointing a Sergeant from Co B to fill Telbot!s place.

The Quertermsster now, says that it was his own intention to have me
appointed, thinking of course, thut tae Colonel would appoint whoever he might select,
as had zlways been the custoun. But the Colonel, without waiting for the C. K. to
mzke his selection, and without a word to him on the subject, issuec the oider appointis
ing a@nother percon. The (. M. went to the Col. at once to know why he had not
given him the privilege of speaking & word in the matter, instead of making the
appointment without his knowledge.

The Col. excused himself by saying he thought it was all right, ana taat
he wouldn't have appointed one who did not plezse tae (uartermecter, if he had known
it-But the order wus issued and of course could not be recelled without grest in-
justice to our present worthy Commissery Sergeznt—who is one of my most stezdfust
friends--But enouch of tais.

Rein has been falling for several days and all the streams are bank full.
The Tennessee has risen about ten feet, and the water ic within twenty feet of my
tent. The bank is high hovever, zna I guess it will "gin out before it reaches the
top. :

Our camp.is cut off sbove and nelow by two cReeks that cannot be crossed
except with cances. A portion of our Pickets have been cut off from camo by the
flood.

Five companies of our Regt.awe now &t work building & bridee across the
Secustchee River 2 1/2 miles east of Jasper and 8 1/2 miles from this place on the
roaa to Chattanooga.

I received a letter from Jumes Ross not long sgince. I must close my
rembling letter for the present, for I think I have written enought stuff to exhezust
your patience. Ch:urley must not forret to write often.

Ever your affectionate son

Lyman



Anderson Cross Roads Tenn.
October 26th 1863

Dear Parents:

I seize this opoortunity of dropping you & brief line. We marched from
Battle Creek on the 20th and reached this plaece on the 2lst, & distance of 26 miles,
Ve zre in Secuatchee County four miles from Duniap the County Seat—znd 30 miles north
of Chattanooza. We had a miserzble time coming here znd for severazl days after we
arrived. It was very wet and cold. The weather has moderzted and we heve once mere
become comfortebly situeted.

Several other Regiments :re here with us under comrend of Gen. Morgan.
One of the rozds leading from Bridgeport to Chattenooga crosses the mountains at
this place and it is mede & depot for ctoring suposlies.

Haord craciers are very scarce, vwe hzve been on cuarter rztions for severzl
days, and they hzve novw run out entirely. Our temss have gone to Stevenson for
rations but thet is more thin 40 miles distent over @ miserable rsad so that it will
be sometime before they return cnd then as there are but three wagons we cannot
expect & very large sup:ly.

The Commissary fergt. and. thirty men went out today te get forage in the
country but taey have returned with notning more than two beeves.

Another party is going out tamorrow to get corn, if possible and have
it ground in & mill near by. W¥e @re not much afreid of sterving but we'll hgve to
work for what we get to eat for the next few deys.

Our Regt. hacs not yet been assigned to any commznd. We are directly
under the commznd of the Department Commender whoever he is. We were notified to
send weekly reports of our whereabsuts and-of our number direct to Dept. Hd. Crs.

We heve heard that 0ld Rosey hezs left us; we are very sorry for it, and
cammot immzgine what it is for. We receive no papers in this out-of-the-way place,

‘and don't know much zbout the news. I suppose you know, howvever more thzn I co in
thi=s matter.

I &n enjoying excellent heclth anc hope you «re the seme. The mail will
soon go out and I must close, i

I should heve written sooner, but the meil did not go out. We have re-
ceived none for the last ten days. Excuse haste. I will write agein soon.

Untill then,
Good bye

Yours affectionate son

Lyman

vt SRR & 4



Anderson Cross Roads Tennessee
Sun. HNovember 8th, 1863

Deer Pzrents:

Having but little to do this cold, bluctering Sabbath day, I shall devote a portion
of my time in heving & pleasant chat with you. I supoose you have received the letter I '
sent, soon a«fter we arrived at this camp. I have been so hard at work, writing since then,
that I could not get an opportunity of writing to you until the precent time. I have not
hovever received any word from you since Sept. 30th.

Qur mzil comes very irreguler, so I suppose there is a precious letter on the way
for me.

We are very comfortably cuertered here, a1l the men have good huts with fireplaces.
I wish you could arop into the office this morning &nd see our nice, big fireplace with its
wernm cheerful fire, and the smooth pine floor, elevated from the damp ground. These are
luxuriec, &nd well do I know how to avprecizte them. Perhaps you would like & little,
rough sketch of the =ituation. :

Imegine & wall tent, with the door in front, the deck and writing table in the
rear, and flenked on the left by the fireplzce and on the right by my "bunk". Sitting,
on & chair in front of the fire, is the Major, smiling to himself over the comic pages
of "Me jor Jones! Courtship®. Lounging on the bunk, gravely studying "Militery Law" is
Adjutant Weld. In one corner near the fire is the Orderly, sitting upon & cezrtridge. box
(don't be alarmed about an explosion, the cartridpges have been tuken out)-and last of
all, sitting on & cemp stool at the cdesk is your undutiful son, meking & fool of himselfl
by scribbling nonsense to the oléd folks at home. This he seems to have discovered, and
chenging the subject proceeds to write about the climate of this country which is azlmost
as cold ss Northern Illinois. Citizens tell me that snow frecuently fells knee dees in
this valley. Ve nave already hed specimens of wvhat we may expect as the seacon advances,
in the shupe of cold storms of wind and rain, that sometimes, almost blow awey our ceamp.

When I last wrote we were on short rations. We have since been able to procure a
bountiful supply and with what we menzge to scrape up from the surrounding country, live
"on the top of the pile", & the solciers segy., I went to mill the other dey slmocst three

-miles from cemp with & bushel of corn and hed & ground. Like other southern institutions

this mil) ie built on the one horse orinciple, old fashioned and clumsy. It is run by &
emzll stream of water eight inches in diameter with an overshot wheel. It recuired almost
an hour to grind one bushel, and efter sifting it by hend, the Miller, charged for the job,
the immense sum of ten cents. That man will certainly rezlize a fortune zt that rate.
While waiting for my grist, a scuza of men ccme to the mill, a portion of them dressed

in Rebel uniferms. They were unarmed and so was I. They didn't molest me, neither did I
molect thew, beczuse 1 didn't believe I could widp five Rebeles even in & fist fight. They
seemed very inguisitive cbout affeirs in our camp, but of course I wouldn't give them any
informetion, neitner could I learn anytaing from them. I do not say they were Rebel soldiers
but I concluded at first sight they were suspicious characters, and that the old mill was
not an improbuble plece of resort, considering that the kMiller had & son in the Rebel Army,
and that Yenkees selcdow visited that out-of-the-way plece, hid swong the mountzins.
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‘Vhile writing the uzbove I wus interrupted by the cry of "meile come" and in due time
I hed the pleasure of receiving @ let.er airected in father's familier henc writing, which
proves to be Mother's end Cherley's letter dated Oct. 18th. Very glad I amr to receive it.
I do not understend why your letters do not come through. Do mine &ll reach you?

Chazrley feels jubilznt over the election in Ohio. He mekes merry &t the expence
-of the poor, persecutea, down-trodden exiled, slenderea, liberty-loving, patriotic, peuce-
ful, and righteous, Vellendigham end his valient-big-hamuers. How can you be so cruel,
Charley——don't you know they are mourning the death(Pol 1tlcal) of their mighty leaders
Pemnsylvaniz as well as Chiol Did not the noble VWoodward faell.before the overwhelming
munbers of Black Republicanism and Abolitionism led by the tyrant Andrew Curten! Aint he
dead for the balance of the stream! Why don't you try to console the living followers of
the illustrious Gead, Vallandigham and Woodward! Say to them, Grieve Not—the Tame of
your leaders it not buried with them. 4heir names will be insecribed on the glorious pazge
of History with the immortel Benedict Arnold, and their memory forever cherishea in the
hearts of self-denying men, who hesitate not to sacrifice their Country, for the good of t
their country's enemy. =

Mother, I am sorry to learn that you ere somewhzt inclined to believe the slanders
_.of newspaper scribblers in regerd to Gen. Rosecrens. He is charged with being stupefied:
with opium in Chattanooga while the battle was reging. This we know ie utterly false. I
have seen scores of men who were engzged in the battle who say that KRosecran's was con-
stantly on the field. The revort orginated in the brein of some lying editor or newspaper
scribtler and is not believed by & single man in the Army of the Cumberland. It is a
matter of astonichment to everyone here why he was relieved., One of four objections to
Rosecrans seems to be thzt he is & Catholic. Of course, his feith don't suit me, but con-
sider the case for a moment. His successor Gen. Thomzs is & Protestant, but not & Chris-
tian. Now one believes the teachings of the Catholic Church and obeys them.-The other
believes in the Protestent faith and obeys not its teachings. VWhich, then, is the more
consistent, or which stends better aporoved in the eyeseof the great Zezrcher of Hezrts?
What, then, hes been gained in °uqerced1nﬂ Rosecrens by Thomzs? I would not have you be-
lieve that I ax dissatisfied with the appointment of Grunt to commznd the two armies, nor
of Thoxes to command this army. I admire the skillful ctretegy of Grent end the brave
Thomas stands next, in my estimation, ac well a&s in thet of the Army to the gallent
Hosecrans. .

As it is, we have every confidence to believe, that the situation zt Chattenooge
will soon be improved. %any importent positions heve been guined since the battle, &and it
is now not only reported, but beiieved, thzt the Rebels hzve ebundoned their position in
front of Chattanooga. e

Since the opening of the river our army has been well-supplied with rations. By
the sid of brick and freme buildings in Chattanooga, the men have built good comfortable
huts.

The two picket linec huve been not more than 200 yerds spurt on each side of the
emell creek. No firing is permitted znd the two parties are on the bezt of terms with
each other. No converseztion is e&llowed by the Ofiicers, yet at every osportunity the men
indulge in good humored jokes, ana carry on a sly traffic in various articles.
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Near Chattanoogz Tenn.
November 18th 1863

Dear Parents:

Once again settled in camp. I sieze this first opportunity of writing you & hasty
letter.

One week zgo (the 1lth) we murched with Morgen's Commend for Dullas, 16 miles above
Chzttancoga on the Tennessee River. The first day wes spent in toéiling up the side of the
mountain with teams and battery. At sunset we were not out of sight of our old camp zl-
though we had reesched the summit of the mountain, a section of Waldron's RHidge. The next
daey we travelled 13 miles &long this Kidge, ena late in the afternoon’ we resched the point
where the road deccends into Chettunocopa Velley 6 miles ebove Chettanooge. The view from
thet point wus one of the most sublime I have every witnecsed. JThe mountain descends elmost
pervendicularly and beneeth our feet lay the valley, so far, fur, down thet T would scarcely

-=believe it wes not & pleture. I have often tried to imagine how the earth would appear to
& person elevatea thousands of feet ubove its surface in & balloon. As I stood on the
mountain looking down into the velliey I reslized what imagination had failed tomint “in
true colors. -4 silver thread marked the course of the Tennescee for milec until it was

-+lost amid the dime¢ blue mountain that bounded the vision.

Into this velley we descended to encamp. Down for two miles we went, winding zig-
zag across the face of an almost impessable wall of solid rock. 4 single false step
~ would precipitate & man hundreds of feet below. On the 13th we reached Ds'lss without
adventure. No sooner had we reached cemp than every msn went herd to work cutting logs fer
his hut, expecting to remezin, perhzps &1l winter. The next day (14th) &t noon the work
still continued and log houses were growing thick end fast. By dint of extraordinary
lebor meny had succeeded in gethering &« few brick, &n invelusble article in building chim-
. neys. While the din and noire of hemmering, sewing, chopping an splitting wes at dits
highest, end Orderly rode up to the Colonel @nd delivered & dispatch. It wes from Gen.
' Thomes end simply rexd, "The 34th Ills. and 108th Ohio will report to Gen. Beatty opposite
Chattanooge"., In less then @ minute 211 sound of building had ceaced. Mcn who had been
| stegrering zlong under heavy logs, let fall the load and the velue of bricks fell to zero.
One hour leter we were tremoing on for Chattenooge, 16 miles distent, snd arrived on the
afternoon of the 15th.

e e . —— 1 1 o—

Revorting to Gen. Beetty, our Brigsde Vommander, this Regt. and the 108th Ohio,
were at once sent forward to occupy our present position zt the foot of the fumous Loskout
Mountain right under the gunc of the enemy. I will sketch a rough and hasty outline of
our vosition for your better unierstanding.

“3 e et iDﬂchL’
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You will see that we occupy Moccusin Point, & high ridge separcted from Look-
i out Mountzin by the River—Notwithetanding newspaper reports th=t mountzin is still in
possescion of the Hebels except & small portion hela by Hooker's Pickets. On the summit
"of Lookout ic & Rebel Bouttery of 32 pouncderc, which cometimes throw shell all the wvay
to Chattenooga. Ve mre in plein open view of this Battery, but they don't demtge us, because
we are so close to them. They dure not depress their guns to becr upon our camp, &S the
explosion would dismount them frowm their carriages. Ceveral of their shells have burst
within 20 rods of camp, and cuite a number from 50 to 100 feet overhead, but none neur
enough to scare us away—-A few rods in advence of us are stationed two of our betteries
numbering 12 guns—-helf of these are 12 pound Perrot guns, &nd can easily throw shells
-=~or balls clear over JXpokout. They &lso have rznge of a road by which tne Rebele carry
cupplies, but although they do much firing, little camzge cen be done as the Rebels have
dug & trench for the road at exposed points.

The Rebels on Lookout keep up &n irregular firing generslly directed =t Hooker's |
Rifle Pits, &nd occasionally at our Batteries. It.is interestinz to wetch the firing '
from the mountzin. When the gun is cdischarged, there is & flash of fire followed by &
puff of white smoke, then & pause long encugh t~ count five, when the report reaches the
ear almost instantuneocusly with the wnistling znd explosion of the shell.

Yesterduy a perty of Rebel:s commenced to work on the side of the mountein,
i throwing up works to »lant o new bzttery. Ve could cee then very distinctly working like
'  beavers. Our gunners sew them too, and &t once opened on them with shell, and for zbout
15 minutes I couldn't hear mycelf think. The way the gravel end smoke flew, as the shell
ploughed into the ground and burst, &round the spot where the Rebs stood, wes ceution to
all other varties thet expect to work at that place. Tne whole party skedaddled. Another
scuad apoeared togey in enother spot, but were shelled away as before.

At all other points elong the line everything is guiet. There is no musket
firing. Our Regt. is now on Picket along the river. The Rebels are on tne opposite side.
Our men have orders to fire only at lerge bociec of the eneuy, or at any person attempting
to injure the railroad track occupied by the Rebels. =

Today some of our Regt. thought they observec come men drilling rocks on the
side of the tracks, and yelled scross thet if they didmt stop &t once, they would get ;
IR IHHEHEEEEHR0E00HHEa00EEHEE e
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Near Chattanooga Tennescee
November 20th 1863

Dear Sister:

I this day received your letter of the 8th inst. I am sorry you do not receive
a1l my letters. My last one to you wes dated Nov. 4th end 1 should have writtin again ere
thie time, but we were on another tramp &nd h=zve only now got once more settled down.

I last wrote you from Anderson Cross Roads. We marched from that place on the
—11th inst, and on the evening of the 13th rezched Dedlrs, & point on the Tennessee River
16 miles zbove Chattenooge.(sic) Ve expected to remain there for sometime, and caommenced

“itn build log huts for winter cuarters, but¥the 14th by an*order from Gen. Thomes, directing

............_,,....,‘;r. .

that the 34th Ills, end 103th Ohio shoulc report to Gen. John Beatty at Chattenooga, these
Regts. having been mscigned to his Brigade. Leaving Gen. Morgan's commend, we started
a$ 2 P. M. for this place, erriving(?) on the afterncon of the l6th. Ve occupy(?)
Moccasin Point sepcrated from the famous Lookout Mountain by the River. For your better
understending I will try end sketch & rough hasty outline of the position.
The strip of land enclosed by the bend of the River
is Moccasin'Point. (On the lower extremity of this
strip is our camp, near that of the 108th Onio, and
two of our bztteries. On the top of Lookout is a
Kebel Betlery of heevy guns some of them 32 pounders.
Their Pickets occupy the south side of the river and
oufs the morth. Our Bztteries zt this point @nd the
Rebel guns on Léokout keep ua &n irreguler firing ell
day and occasionelly et night. Our guns 12 pd Parrotts
throw shell clear over Lookout, and the Rebel guns can
o e el thrown chell a mile beyend our caip. We are in-but
little danger, because we are so close to them. To sheot into our camp, which is in plein
view, their cannon would hseve to be lowered to much at the muzzle, that the discherge
would dismount them. Some of their shell heve burst over head &nd meny have passed to
the night and left of us, but nobody has been hurt. Finding thot nothing could be galned
by shooting this way, they have directed their fire at Hooker's line on our right. Ve
are close enough to hear(?) the whistling and see the bursting of their shells. The
Rebels have made several attempts to(?) throw up works for new batteries on the side of
the mountain nearest us. As often @c they hzve appeared our shell have driven them &wvay.
It is amusing to us to see the Rebs skedaddle when our shell burgt among them. Several
times everydey wve have the vlezsure of witnesring these littile affaire. Amusing to us
but cuite & serious thing for the unlucky Rebel Fatigue sQUelS.

Ve exvect stirring times tomorrow. Shermsn's Corps hes arrived, «nd lerge bodies
of troops ere moving tonight. All of our Bri:zde excent our Regt. have orders to be in
rezdiness to move tomorrow morning with 2 deys retions end 100 pounds of ammiinition to the
men. The Pontoon train is moving up the river. Our Regt. is now on Picket &t the River
with orders to remein three deys. A4 recerve is posted to protect the butteries.

* Eli hes been very unlucky in hurting his leg enc elso in loosing his Discharge
Papers. I will write to Lt. Col. Sheets of the 9znd for a certificate t the efrect thet
Eli hoc been discharsed. That I think will elecr him from furtner trouble. Give my love
to &l)l concerned. I must close for the present, so good night.

Trow your
Devo teqiititictate:
#the work wae suddenly interrupted at noon on
O



I supoose you know thzt the army hzs been entirely reorgznized. Notice was re-
ceived & few days since that our Regt. has been assigned to the Second Brigzde, Second
Divieion, l4th Army Corps. The Corps is said to be commaznded by Gen. Palmer, but we hzve
not lezrned who commands the Division or Brigade.

I hzve cuite an interesting correspondence with Cousin Sophis Braénsborough. Here
lettérs are always full of fun ac well as good sense.

We are looking amxioucsly for the paymaster, but he does not come.

1 shzll close for the present by sending my love to you &ll., Uive my best recpects
to #l1 encuiring friends.

I remzin ac every,
Your devoted Son

Lyman

Direct

34th Regt. I11. Vols.
Via Nashville Tenn.
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Moccasin Point Tenn.
Nezr Chuzttenooge
Nov. 26th 1863.
Dear Parents.
Yesterday and dey before there was hesvy fighting around us but the 34th wes
not engcged. Missionary Ridge was cherged and captured by our trocps. Rejort say 46
pieces of artiller; were tuxen. Lookout Mountein was captured day before yesterday with

& large munber of prisoners. Both these zctions we have witnesced.

: i It is supnosed the Rebels ure on the retrezt to Atlente. Everything is going
gloriously. '

Yours

Affectionately

Liymzn

I shall write again ss soon as I heer something relizble.
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Moccasin Point,
Near Chettanoogsa, Tenn.

November 27th 1863.
Mr dearest Parents.

Heving written you a snort note yesterday to let you know thet the 34th in
general, and myself in particular, ere «ll right, I will now attemot to give you a faint
description of what I saw of the great bettle thet has just teken nlace, resulting in the
glorious victory of our arums. -

Knbwing but few, re

liable sccounts of our loss and that of the enemy, as well
as many other particulears, I she

21l _confine my remerks to what I sctually saw.

Lest Mondey (23d) the ball wes opened at 3P. M. by the advance of our line in
front of Chattanocoza. Taking my position on & hill facing Chattenooge the grect pano-
ramz of battle wus spreed before my eyes on the plauin below., A furious cannoncding from
our forts was opened on the Rebel line, «ind soon after a dark line of blue codts, consist-
ing of severul Brigades issued from the entrenchments, and moved steadily forward, with
beyonéts glistening in the sun. As they neured the Rebel works, a puff of white smoke
and the war of musketry announced the work begun. Rothing dzunted our line. Our lire
moved rezidly on until it reached the strip of timber occupied by the Rebels. There it :
wes lost from our view, but the long line of swmoke rising &bove tie trees, and the cracking:
of muskete, marked the course steadily onwurd. An hour elajsed, when tne firing cessed,
end z caeer frow the breeze, announced our success. Report suys tihde chonge resulted in
the capture of one line of entrenciments and 500 prisoners.

At dush tne bztteries on Missionary Ridge, which had previously been silent,
opened for the first time on our lines, end for neerly two hours, kewt up @n incessant
bomberdicent. Suca & spectacle 1 chall never forget. Thue dusky form of the mountain,
encircling our position for 3 miles seemed in the aim twilight, like tome dense thunder

—-cloud looming zgainst the hewvems, und chooting fortn uncewzsinsz flames of Iightning, wrile
-.its thunder nede the ewrth: tyamble besnecth our feet. Llonz the crest and on the sices,

wus it illumineted by the incessant flushing of scores of batteries, while innumerecble
chells fell, bursting above &nd arsuna our linez. Hot &n answerin: shot was fired from
our butteries, and gredually the eneny's fire slackened until both zruies sunk into deep
end gnbroken resoce. I huve not leurned that eny considersble injury wes received from
the terrific bomburdment of the enemy.

While tris wus progressing, our brigzsde wos moved tc the left, leaving our

-regiment to hold Mrccasin Point, support the three betteries plented here, @nd picket the

northeside of the river.

Ezrly on Tuesday morning skirmishins began imnediately on our right, @nd in
Hooker's front. This continued with more or less severity till about & a.m. when & furiocus
cannonading vaes ovened by eight or ten betteries of Hooker's plented on = high ridece
runnine west from this point. ALl of the Regt. not then on Picket, myself ammgthe number,

: ~collected on & hil} & ferr rods west of ‘cuis, ‘whepe was stationed one of our Batteries.

L

There we had & full view of @l) thzt wis goin: on. ‘

At the foot of Lookout Mountsin waus & line of Rebels sheltered behind the reil-
way embenkment, across the river fromw us, but not three cuarters of & mile wide wes Honter's
troous, lying in their rifle pits. The tws purties were hicden from ecch other, but owing



to our position on one side

we could see bnoth., Over this wvalley were flring shells

;
et |
from Hooker's botteries &t tue rite

~Rebel line, zifed tos by the butter|
for southern courage, ana the. gres ter portion soon retrected to 2z seconc line of en-

£t this moment our troops leaped from their works, o moved racidly for-

: A volley of musketry from the railrowd mede now impresesion on -
our line, but &= it nezred the rozd, we would see the rebels, stzrting out, singly und
then in scuuds climbing

trenchments.
werd towards the enemy.

fire on the zrey line, crouciiingz bemning the F“Loﬂc work and ¢ fevr shell raking froa right
bo left; together with the clercy savence of the infengliry, inducec them to strike for

the timber in gellernt style. Our infantry fn'uoweq and soon bsth norties were hid from

our view yet the smoke mirked the cource of our trocss omwerd «né udwnré. Almost en hour

rolled

a ranid

-behinag.

Wi g

pulse &nd

by vhen « line of nen vere =i

mit of the mountein, directly in front of us. Collecting in znother line of entrenchments
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A portion of the Regt. were on picket during this contest and the bullets dropped so
freely around thew, they were compelled to lay zll the time in the rifle pits. OQur
friends the Rebel pickets on the other side lay very cuietly while the fight was progress—
ing. At length taking the elarm they bect z retrezt without liring at our picketes vho
would escily have chot then as they run, #nd would have dene so hud not their orders

been net to fire unless fired at. They ¢id not excepe however ec all their pickets

slong the river were cut off #na cejptured.

These zre but emell affairs compareé to thut portion of the great battle
we se8td sew on Wednesdayv last., It wes the cepture of Missionary Ridge with meny pri-
soners and meny cannon.

On the afternoon of that day, we were called to our position on the hill by
the war of Cennon end smell erms in the direction of the Ridge. We discoverad it to be
& generel edvance of our lines in front of Chattenooge. Looking down upon the open
plains our troops could be seen moving out in long line of
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| : Dixon‘ilis. =
Sunday Feb 28th 186/

Dear Parents-

I have an opportunity of dropping you & few lines. The Regt. will
start this evening or tomorrow morning.

I eend you a few photograph s. You will discover they are miserable,
I would not have taken them but they were paid for in advance.

‘Minnie may take what suits her. I will get some better ones before

I return to the field.

I have just now learned that we do not go until tomorrow morning.
Why did not Charles come down yesterday. I was disappointed, and felt very

uneasy about him getting home that night. I still fear that something happened
~~to him on the way, but I hopenot.

That box of provisions is tumed to good account now. I have
treat reasons for thanking you every time I set down to eat, One of my friends
whom I invited to take a bit said to me, "You must have a good mother", '
"Yes," I replied "I have one of the best of mothers and the best of sisters.

I send my love to every ome pf you. I'll write again at the
first opportunity.

i

Lyman
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Camp near Rossville, Ga,
March 13th 1864

Dear Parents.

We are over more settled quietly in camp. We arrived here on the
7th fortunately without any accident. It is about as dangerous riding on the
railroad from Nashville to Chattanoogay as it is to go through & small
fight.

: Therear car of our train ran off and run quite & distance on the
ties. It was occupied by Col. Van Tassell and Staff, but fortunately no-
body was hurt as the train was not running very fast. We laid over at
Stevenson, Ala. a few hours. I was standing by the side of the hack while
there, when a train of Veterans returning was moving out. It had got fairly
in motion when the car occupied by some officers of the Regt. ran off the

--rail ‘and went jolting along on the tie&. Many of the occupants Jjumped
out among them, the Major, who broke his leg. A smash up occurred just
ahead of our train resulting in the death of severel persons. Thus you

- Bee we have reason to be thankful that we came through safely.

Our present camp is eix miles south of Chattanooga with our old
Brigade and Uivision. There is no enemy near us and no probility of h&ving
any flghtlng to do v8ry soon. :

§ tee b wias 1o reached this camp and-had a slight touch of ’
fever. I have got over it now and feel as well as ever. When 1 was lylng
in the tent sick, I began to think of home and wish I was there, if 4 =%
fact, I was almost homesick. -But now since I am well once more, I feel very
well satisfied. I _often think now of the many good things I couldn't eat
vwhile-I wes home. I wish I had some of them here.

My old messmate Sergt. M&jor Henry D. Wood has been commissioned

: as Adjutent. He is the second regular Adjutent we have had in the Regt. D.
Leavitt was the first. I am still employed in the office. The boys have
all sobered down now since they have once more got in the field. ¥hey have
been hard at work ever since we came here building huts and clearing
stumps from the camp ground. There is nery & drop of whiskey in this counfry
no copperheads within striking distance and no groceries to clean out. A1l
together we are a very decent set of fellows -now.

-The weather is very pleasant through the day but very cool at
night. Coats are seldom worn thréugh the day.

I bave got pretty well broken in to camp life again. :.' The Adjt
and I sleep on bunk made of rough round poles laid on loosely and covered
with two blankets. I -slept on soundly this morning on it thet I didn't heer

- reville although it was beaten of half a dozen drums lesB than a etk Rod
from the tent. How does Minnie like country life by this time. I suppose
she will like it better when the warm weather comes.
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: I have received your family letter of Mch 2d. I am sb.glad to
hear that mother was getting better. I hope she is entirely well by this time.

I was very badly disappointed Charley that I did not see you again
before we left Dixon. I looked so anxiously -for you, but then as you say
it is &f no use to complain as it can't be helped -now. Some day I'1ll go
home to stay and then we won't have the sorrow of parting.

' The small pox is very bad throughout this Army. Capt. Gallion
and several others of our Regt. @&re sick with it in small pox “ospital at
Nashville. Two others have it at Chettanooga: The surgeon vaccinated
the Regt today. I hope the diseas will spread no further. It is so terrible.
Give my love to the children.
Very affectionately,
Lyman

. Direct to Regt
. _ via Nashville

D it A

e il k] S5 e RN A e e S S N N SR 2y e



‘_'-. = o -‘-._ﬂg-:e-.—e-ra---y..;-“_.-:.:...,.._-l..,;. s e eI, oA v e e T i e ST SRS St T TOATRAT - gy

#

S TR

Camp near Rossville, Ga.
March 27" 1864.

My Dearest Parents,

It is just two weeks today since I last wrote to you. No
doubt you are beginning to feel anxious on my account or blame me for not
: writing sooner. Soon after writing I was unfortunate enough to fall a
¢ victim to one of the ills of this life, the mmps. It has been circulating
: — through the Regt. and swilled faces are now fashionable.

Troubles never come singly, so while one side of my face was
“.aullled with the mmps, another evil spirit, the toothache, took possession
~of the other side, and between the twoé, I was pretty severly handled-not
to mention the soothing presence of a very bad cold.

For this day I have arranged & kind of armistice with my two
. tormentors, but I still feel their presence. A swWilled Jow is good evidence
of one an an occasional twinge still better evidence of the other.

‘This is the first warm dey we have had for almost three weeks. I

have suffered more inconvenience from the cold since we arrived here
than I did through all of last-winter. A few days ago snow fell almost
12 inches deep on a level, it remained three days and was followed by
another snow one inch deep. We were entirely unprepared for such weather

< in the month of March, away down in Georgia. Almost everyone like myself
had left their heavy clothing at home, expecting to find here peachtrees
in bloom, green grass, flowers and hot weather.

- - The recruits ere very much dissatisfied with the way hot weather
f ] is dealt out in the sunny south. There is nothing worthy of note occurring
E here. All is remarkable quiet. Our Regt. has not yet been supplied with

; _ - mules and wagons. Of course we cannot be expected & march without them.

Smallpox has been raging in this portion of the army. Capt.
- Gallion and several others of our rggt. took it at Nashvilie and were left
there in Hospital. Chas. Morse of Co. A died with it last week at Chattanooga.

Those men belonging to the Regt. who did not re-enlist and were
transferred to the 78th" Ills. are to be sent back agein to their own Reégt.

Gan. Thomas will review our Brigade tomorrow. The Regts. have been
busy all day in preparing for it.

We get plenty of rations now. More in quentity and better in
; quality than at any time since we left Muffsesboro.
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In our mess of five membzsrs, we have about eight pounds of coffee
and ten pounds of sugar, surplus rations since we came to camp. Yet we
throw away as much of both as would keep a small family. We surely cannot
complain of short ration now. ;

I have heard but once from you since I left homé and feel anxious
‘about your welfare. I suppose Minnie is still with you. How I should
like to see you all again. It does not really seem as if I had been at
home. I appears.like a strange dream. - '

Give my love to Minnie Charley and all the children.
Yours ever

Lyman
Direct to Regt.
Chattanooga Tenn.

T have not heard whether you recd my overcoat which I sent by
Express from Dixon.
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Camp near Rossville, Ga.
April 7" 186

My dear Parents.

Two years ago today the 34" was resting on the battlefield of
Shiloh after the days bloody worx was done. The anniversary of that battle
will never pass unnoticed by any who have taken part in it. Neither will

it be forgotten by Fathers, Mothers, Brothers, Sisters and friends of those
who fell.

" I have been thinking of you &ll this evening, wondering why I
hear nothing from you. Only one letter has reached me since I leéft home.
Day after day as the mail arrives I look in vain for & message of love, a
word of cheer, bearing the welcome news that all are well. My heart is
oppresséd with anxiety lest a shadow has darkened the home circle, and
sorrowful news awaits me. But, I will not indulge in gloamy fancies.
Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof. I'll draw pleasing pictures
of your happiness and comfort. I'll imagine you in the midst of children
and grandchildren listening to these lines, and you wonder why I have not
received the letters written in prompt response to mine.

The Post Office Department must shoulder the blame for all this.
It has either failed to carry my letters to you or yours to me. Perhaps

the next mail will bring a welcome messenger end put my anxious fears at
an end.

I cannot think of anything remarkable to tell you unless it will
be to say that it is remarkably quiet. Some of the.recruits still manage
to discover the enemy stealing upon them while on Picket, and generally
keep up a scattering fire during the night, on dangerous logs, stumps &o.
Aside from the imaginary enemy,. there is none to trouble us.

235 ,

You will remember that when I last wrote I was under a crossfire
of mumps and toothache., Well, I managed to outlive both, -and have no more
trouble with the "Critters.”

There has been another addition to my comfort. The weather
which was so unreasonably cold and cheerless has changed to be so mild and
beautiful -as we can reasonably "hope for.

Outdoor sports are much indluged in. Everybody is glad to breath
the warm pure air. Every evening we have a big gume of ball. Other in-
dulge in a hop step and jump to the music of a fiddle which some musical
ingividual brought into camp with him. - Now sickness and discontent are
strangers to our camp.

The fact however is doubted by the "individuxls"™ who didn't re®
enlist and are now serving with the 78" Ills.

[}
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b They say that when we were going home, if asked what Reft. the reply would

-7 be in a triumphant tone Thirty Fourth Ills. Veterans, bu that on our
return a reply to the same question would be in a wezk sickly voice,
thir-ty-fo-ur-th &-l-en-o-i-s.

I want to ask Minnie how she likes the West by this time, how Willie and

y Elmer enjoy themselves. Whether she has heard from Burr, and if he has
made his trip to Nashville yet. Does he have any intention of going out
West himself; I would like to ask a -hundred more guestions, but then I
must not forget that you all would be tired reading them. Minnie gust not
forget to write as soon and as often as she can conveniently.

I read a letter not long since, written by one of our Regt. who has lately
been a prisoner on Belle Iske. He was captured with Lieut. Robinson at
Battle Creek last September and lived, or rather got along in the Confederacy
up to March 6th when he was paroled and sent into our lines. He does not
say directly how he fared, considering it would be & violation of his parole,
. ¥et he throws out a few broad hints that cannot be misunderstood——You have
heard much no doubt of the sufferings of prisoners on Belle Isle. . This
aman's story confirms the worst that has been asserted. Without saying
in so many words that they had not enough to eat. He mentioned & case.
. Four dogs having got into camp, they werekilled and eaten by the prisoners.
This xix said he is not the worst but does not tell what was the worst. :

I am pretty well supplied now with reading matter, the Adjutant and I sub-
scribe for the Atlantic and Harpers Monthlies at half price. This is a
generous arrangement entered into by Publishers for supplying the Army.

We have already recd four mmbers of the Atlantic, and expect as many more
of Harpers shortly. I have more time for reading now than usual-. There
is but little business to be done in the Office.

I have been offered an excellent position as chief clerk at Gén;'Davis'
Hd.Quarters but I have determined to stick to the Regt. for the present
at least. !

Give my love to all and reserve the largest £hzre for yourselves.

Your young hopeful
Lyman
Direct to Regt.

Chattanooga, Tenn.

R ——
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iCamp near Rossville, Ga.
April 12th 1864

My Deer Parents:

Your letter of March 30th was received the 8th inst. the next
day after 1 had dispatched one to you. I was so thankful for it as it
had been so long thuzt I bhad heard nothing from you. The band has just
commenced playing "Tattoo" and the companies are falling in for roll call.

L had just finished a game of chess and sat down to read "Harper™
for April--when the thought struck me very forecibly (no injury sustained
however) that you mey be longing to hear a word from me and that a letter
would be welcome, if it is filled with nonsense. I would like to write
some great big thing that hag happened down here, but unfortunately I would
have to draw all my materiel from imagination. Nothing mone tremendous has
happened than sunrise and sunset, rain and shine. Revielle and Tattoo and
& long string of like events too nmumerous to mention. We are getting along
fully enjoy good health, have plenty to eat, and little to do. As for my-
self the only hardship I imagine is cooking one day ocut of five. TYou see
fwe-uns" have a mess. Now by "we-uns" I mean myself and four other fellows.,
The Sergt. Major Drum, Major Chief Bugler and Post Master. As I said we have
a mess together, and take turns cooking, one day for each man. Now we are
all supremely lazy, and if there is any difference, it is that every one is
lazier than the other. We mever lack for fun or something—to laugh at. The

-Prum Major (who by the by carries a tremendous name, George A. Quackenbush)
is as full of wit as his name is full of letters. and it flows from his
mouth like water from a hydrant. As our ranch is used for the distributions
of the mail, the Regt. seems to consider it a public institution and in-
terrupt our domestic enjoyment not a little. At least one hour before the
mail arrives each day a crowd begins to assemble around the tent, and con-
tinues to increase in size and noisy impatience wntil the mail itself arrives.
Then it would do you good to be arcund. “When the Post Master gets into the
tent with his letter ene of us takes his position at the door with a drwan
..sword to prevent everybody from crowdlngln.

While the letters are being assorted by companieu, the crowd out-
side surround the tent, like starving wolves at a sheep pen. Every little
crack and hole is occupied by a pair of eyes, gazing as wistfully as a young

--urchin stealing a peesp into a circus or animal show. No sooner is the
mail fairly distributed, than a score of voices cry out "give me A's" and
equal number "give me B's" and so on through the ten companies, every one
yelling at once until their packages are delivered, when they break for their
respective companies to crowd around one who readp aloud the names on each
letter successively.

It is hard to explain why they crowd so whem they know that the
mail for each company, is given from the office only to one man of such
sompany, to bé distributed afterwards. This if fact, hot fancy.
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You felks up North don't know how eager the poor scldier is to
hear from home, or some place.

It is an undisputed fact and one that does not speak well for
the conduct of our correspondents, that two letters leavethe Regiments for
one that is received.

Nate Perrine and Bill Saddler arrives today. I have not yet
had an opportunity of speaking to them.

&pril. 13th. 1 have see Nate Perrine this morning and he tells
me thet you were well when he left and all the news of the neighborhood.

I am glad to hear that the-uCaps were badly beaten in the late
election. 5

The weather is very warm and pleasant now.
I have very little to do, for a wonder, in the office.

I suppose Minnie has gone home by this time. Don't you feel
lonesome without the children to keep up a noise. &

Ch&fley I know will miss Elmer who must be guite a farmer by this
time under the teaching of one so skillful as Charles.

3 Capt. Gallion has recovered from small
pox and is now in charge of the Guard at small pox hospitel, Newhville.

Don't forget to write soon; meanwhile
I remain

Your Devoted Son

Lyman
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‘I am very thankful for the stamps
you enclosed in your last letter.
I have dropped in the envelop a
few flowers gathered on the battlefield
Camp near Rossville Ga.
April 224 1864

Dear Parents.
Your letter of the 10th inst. was received in due time.

Nothing new has turned up since I last wrote except a reconnoissance
made by the 78"Ills. of our Brigade. They went to the town of Lafayette 23
" miles south of here and then turned to right going as far as the gap occupied
by McCook Corps just before the battle of Chickamauga. One of our scouts
met the Colonel of the Regt. there and informed him that a lerge force of
Cavalry had left Dalton to cut off his retreat. Having learned all that was
desired the Colonel started on the return, taking good care to avoid the
force sent to intercept him., The wheat in that section of the country was
six inches high, and farmers were furrowing out for corn. Very little of
the land was being cultivated, for very good reasons. In the first place
. —there are few to farm and thosewho do, have no certeinty of ever reaping
- the benefits of their labor. Their country will probably the theatre of the
coming summer campaign, and they know too well the ruin that will follow.

The soldiers say, the people generally show a good Union spirit,
and soldiers you know are not easily deceived.

Day before yesterday, Sergt. Major Clements, myself and three
others, started for the battlefield of Chickamauga, about six miles south of
our camp. We went well armed with guns and revolvers prepared to disperse
or capture any foolish Rebel Cavalry that might venture in our path. The
battlefield is disputed ground lying between ours, and the Rebel pickets.
After a pleasant walk of five miles beyond our Pickets, through & country
blooming with numberless flowers, and merked by the blackened ruins of

... houses, we came to the first evidence of the battle. Trees marked with bullets -

~or shatlerslby cannon balls, the ground strewn with wreck of guns and equip-
ment, and grave of friend and foe. Near the roadside is & large mound
sourrounded by a rude fence and overshadowed by a large oak, which tells:
the visitor that two commissioned officers and 17 men of the 87th Ind. lie
buried beneath. Also shows the direction of the linme of battle of the %
Regt. which passed directly beneath the tree. A mile further on we came
to & rude breatwork of logs and rails, surmounting & moderate rise of
ground. There was when our Brigade repulsed four successive charges on
the work by the Rebels from the opposite side. The trees in this viecinity
were fairly riddled with bullets. There, too, could be seen the positions
occupied by our Brigade Battery. The section of timber exposed to the
range of its fire had been mowed down as grass before the sickle. Trees
two feet in diemeter by actual measure were cut off close to the ground
and others shivered into thousands of splinters as if from a stroke of
lightning. “ith such evidence before our eyes it was easy to believe what
a storm of iron hail swept the ranks of the advancing enemy and drove them
terror stricken back.



The guns were double shotted with grape and canister shot and served
with terrible effect. Our Brigade held their position in the face of over-
whelming numbers until ordered to withdraw with the remainder of the army
to Chattanooga.

I should have steted that their work was constructed during the
night following the first days bettle, and while the enemy was within hatking
distance.

Having satisfied our curiosity we started on our-return and pre—
sently came to one of the few occupied buildings of the country. We con-
cluded to stop awhile and passed into the porch, where a pleasant looking
woman invited us in. Taking our seats in the parlor, a large room destitute
of almost every article of furnitre, we struck up & conversation in which the
lady took an active part, and related many incidnets that had occurred
within the Rebel lines.

The family consisted of herself, husbend and two children. Their
home hzd been near Ringgold but the Rebels burned their house, confiscated
everything vorth taking, and drove them out of -the lines. The house they
now occupied had been the property of a rebel, but was now owned by the
Yovernment which permitted them to seek shelter in it.

They were sincere Unionists and cherished a feeling of bitter
hate for their persecutors, especially their old secesh neighbor. She gave
an instance of Rebel cruelty, that equals in fiendish atrocity the outrage
at Fort Pillow. The house of one of her neighbors had been filled with our
wounded after Chickamsuga battle and the woman who lived there declared on
her honor that they were &ll murdered by the Rebels.

Before we left the house, she invited us to take some milk and
bread, and of course we didn't refuse. She declined to receive any pay,
but the Sergt. Major and I had taken the precaution to have a quantity of sur-
plus offee and sugar along which we gave her and more than repaid the value
of the milk. Their only means of getting these articles is from our Army.
Leaving the house we had gone a short distance along the road, when we met
two old women, one 50 years old, the other 88. These poor old creatures
were just returning on foot fram our Division Headquarters, carrying the
rations they had drawn from the Government.

As we met, the younger one of the two spoke out. "How many of
you soldiers chew tobacco."™ Thic we knew was an invitation for a "chaw"
of the filthy of the filthy weed, but unfortunately enough, only two of our
party used it, and were entlrely out. - Tobacco is almost as scares as gold
in this part of the army. We explained the reason their request couldn't be

granted. "We can't hardly get along," sédid one without our tobacco; we've

always used it and now can't get a bit to smoke or chew." We can't get any
thread, needles, pins, buttons or sich like, and we wouldn't get anything
to eat if it wasn't for you-uns. We have to walk through seven miles end
carry home what we get to eat. The Rebels took most all we had.™ "Yes,"
said the oldest one, "and they hung my son 'till he was almost dead, but he
got away from them, thank God." We gave them €11 the thread, needles, and

pins and "sich like" we had with us. .~
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Three years ago those old wamen lived in plenty, and owned
hundreds of acres of land and scores of slaves.

At the next house we also stopped, determined to learn the phases
of 1life in Georgia. It was & large log house of seven or eight apartments,
and surrounded by huts that had once been occupied by slaves, but now de-
serted.

Introducing ourselves we found the inmates to consist of a middle
aged woman and her aged, almost helpless, parents. We sat down in a large
kitchen before a huge fireplace, beside the old man who was scarcely able
to totter aecrosc the room, and was trembling and shaking from the effects
of some nervous disease and old age (79 years).

He was quite cheerful, however, and did not utter many complaints
although he had abundant reasons for complaining. "I raised ten children
.in this house," said he, "and now they are all gone but one". We did not
ask him where. The Sergt-Major carried z Henry Rifle, which shoots 16 times
after once loaded; this astonished the old man to & wonderful degree, to
know that such a dangerous yankee gun could be invented, and thought it
quite an improvement on the old muskets. "We know what war is," said the
daughter; "the Cavalry fought for eleven days around our house and we never
expected to live through it. We often thought we'd leave the house, but
- where could we go to? I hid in every corner of the house but it wasn't
quite safe anywhere. You can see where the balls came through the house.®

. "Do you réise eny stock," was asked. "No, indeed, not now. any more,
we've nothing left but an old piece of & cow." "Piece of a cow?". said I in
surprise. "Yes," that's what we-uns call an old critter." I smiled audibly
and thought of the old woman ip East Tennessee, who was telling of & .

- skirmish near her house and 8aid., "Mister Wolford formed his critter
.Gompany right across my lot and broke my ash barrel that I wouldn't a'
taken two dollars for."

- Having disposed of the "piece of a cow" to our satisfaction,

she continued, "Wehad plenty of cattle, sheep.and hogs, but what the Rebels
-:left, the Federals took, and now they're all gone but the old cowr. and I'M

gled of it, for I'm not bothered looking after them any more." And I wish
.--the old cow1- was gone, too," said the old man, "she it more bother than she's

~worth; my daughter has to run after her & mile every day." "We get enough

to eat from the Govermnment," said the deughter, and L ein't going to complein;

We'll think ourselves lucky if we get through the war with our lives.

- We didn't weit to bear any more but hurried into camp as it was
getting late, .

It is needlese to say these people are sick and tired of the war
Secession, the Confederacy, Jeff Davis end the Devil.

Nothing more at present, I remain

Your Devoted Soﬁ
Liymen



--had been captured while on: picket and the majority murdered on the spot by
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Cemp near Rossville Ga.

May 1lst 1864

Dear Parents and Brother:

Yours. of Apr. 24" recd yesterday. I write now because this i
our lest night in this camp, we have order to start for Ringgold tomorrow
morning. You will have learned ere this reaches you whether thic movement

- is part of a general advance on Johnson's Army. We can only guess at it
. as yet, although we have very good reasons for believing th:t a fight or

footrace is about to come off. Yesterday &ll surplus baggage was shipped

to Chattenooga thence to be sent by river to Bridgeport. By surplus

baggage is meant everything over and above what can be carried on our backs.
Not tents, boxes, truncks, chests or valises are ellowed to be taken by
Regts. Only one team is allowed to each Regt. and that must be loaded
exclusively with the most essential peart of our rations. Coffee, sugar, and
salt and crackers. A three days supply of these will be recuired to last
five days. The only baggege now in the Regt. is one woolen &nd one gun
blanket a shelter tent and & single change of clothing to ezch man. Officers
and men have the same privelege;(sic) that of cerrying on their backs what
they can.

A1l these preparations speak very cleerly of long rapid marches,
long continued eactive service, and battles to be fought. As the Regimental
and Company desks have been sent to Bridgeport, it is very clear that "red
tape" is to be laid aside till we dispose of Johnson's Army.

The HRegt. is in the best spiritc and eager to breuk the restraints
of camp. We hope to see & desicive blow struck this summer, and we cannot
expect to see it accomplished while we lay idle in camp. We are willing
to undergo unusuasl hardships, if & corresponding amount of good can be
derived from it. . If by texing our endurance to the very utmost. The war
can be ended the sooner, we will cheerfully submit. The c&mpaign with |
us is opening with & show of energy not before exhibited and we have reason
for thinking it will be conducted with no less energy. Gen. Sherman seems
determined to accomplish everything within the range of possibility if not
to accomplish what may seem an impossibility.

The weather is very fine; trees half-clothed in leaves; grass &nd i
flowers rapidly covering the earth.

It was reported in camp several days ago that & squad of the 92nd

some Rebels belonging to the lst Tennessee. If the report proves true there

- will be little mercy shown to any of that Regt. who may be captured. The

Tennessee troops in our Army say they will never take any more prisoners,
especially from Rebel Tennessee Regiment, beczuse of the outrage at Fort
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Pillowl Bone of Forrest's command, will escape death if captured by
our troops, whether an order for retaliation is issued or not.

Our pey rolls are all made our and if we had not marching orders
would receive pay on them, this week. We may, however, get paid yet.
. .Hother; the very best as well as Cheapést article you can send that
will add to my comfort, is a letter, as often &s you can conveniently. I
know of nothing else that would be more welcome.

I must close for the present to fix up & little more for the

march.
I '11 write apain at the next opportunity. Til then, I remain
As eve;
Yours Affectionately
Lyman
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Near Rome Ga.
May 18th 1864

Dear Parents:

; i

As another opportunity of mailing letters is offered, 1 will
improve it by dropping you & few lines. Perhaps you received the note I
wrote neer Resaca. Since then we marched to our present position before Rome
and had another fight yesterday evening driving the Rebels within their
works, and forcing them_to evacuate today.

Our Regt. lost three wounded and two missing. We have been
lying quietly in camp all day but there are rumors of &nother move to-
morrow morning. Since leaving Rossville our “egt. has taken part in four
engagements. The first at Buzzards Roost, May 8, no loss-next at Rocky
Faced(sic) Ridge May 9", loss 9 wounded, one mortally-Resaca, May 14"-

loss, 6 killed, 25 wounded-near Rome, May 17", loss-5 wounded &and missing.

Besides these portions of the Regt. having been at different
times in skirmishs in which, however, no loss was sustained.

Post Master ie about ready to start, I must close at once. I
am well.

Lyman
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H&j" 29: 1864
Dear Parents.

It is aeldom we have an opportunity of sending oi‘:[‘ lettera, and.
then we ‘have not the tools for writing long ones. I suppose you are well
enough, satisfied to know that I am still alive and well. I can't give. y

you the particulars of our ‘adventures yet, but leave that until a suitable.
opportuni‘by The Regt is now lying in line of battle behind a breastwork
of logs.and rails, in view of the enemy. .A part of the Brigade is now on
- the skirmish line a quarter of & mile in advance of us, exchanging shots ;j
' . pccasionally with the Rebel skirmichers. We were on the line yesterday -
- -&and nearly all of-last night. 'S portion of the Rgt. exchanged shot.s wi‘t.h
~~_:the Rebels, but none of our men were hurt.

oo it o e moved dovn ‘here i‘rom Reome four deys ago, we are 30 miles north
ﬁof Atlanta. We have had considerable marching to do, tramping back and =
forth from right to left and from left to ripht of.the line. We didn't know
~much about the situation of- offense here except that everything is progressing[
- favorably. The Rebs have thus far had the worst of the bargain, but the

great struggle is yet to come, provided Joe Johnston can be made to fight

" this side of the ocean. We have no fears as to the result of a general
-engagement, we are bent in succeas and ]mow nog such word as fail. 3

The weather is very hot Only one has ta.ken sick since we

st.arteé from B.oasville. : : o : _

- Tast sight Dan S&ddler was accident.ly shot ‘4n the thumb.’ Tt is
"‘out a flesh wound and will soon heal. I saw cousin John V:Ldney(tincle
'Aleck's Bon) a'l:, Resaca. He belongs to t.he 112" Ills. in Schofields Corps

-_'Give mr 1ove 'bo Gharley. e

2 For a _while_ __goodbye. A
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In the field, near Acworth
June 7th 1864

/

Dear Parents:

As we expect to rest today I will employ part of the time in giving
you a sketch of our operations since leaving Rossville. The campaign thus
far has been a hard one and we greatly need relaxation from the almost
constent suspense and anxiety to which we have been subject. For more than
a wveek at a time we have been within range of the enemy's fire, where their
balls whistled over &nd around us day and night. The Rebels have now a-
bandoned their position here at the “llatoona Heights and our portion of the
army at least, has been resting for the pst few days.

By referring to my journzl ¥ can give you & connected action.

May 2d-Marched from Rossville to Ringgold

Mey 7th-Marched to Tunnell Hill and took position in front of Buzzard Roost,
a portion of the Regt. had a slight skirmish but none were hurt.

May 8th-Brigade charged the Rebels from a hill at the mouth of the Roost and
occupied a position in plain view of and not 3/4 of a distant from the Rebel
forts.

May 9th-At 5 pim. Regt. was ordered out on the skirmish line on the side of
Rocky Face Ridge, in which Buzzard Roost is & gap. An advance was made by
our line until an impassable obstruction was encountered, being & natural
palisade of perpendioculer rock, running for miles above and below the Foost.
Over this it was impossible to ************33***** had the enemy not been

8 trongerHsHHHEHNEHAEHENRNHEHENNOHon. an oppocite hill. Their shell passed
" over our heads and buried in the valley beyond. An occasional rifle-ball
from the Rebels would drop among us. The skirmish line was less than a
quarter of a mile in advance of us and there che company was stationed, and
kept up an irregular exchange of shots with the Rebel skirmishers. Both
parties lying concezled behind logs, stumps or trees. Many of our boys, stole
out to the line of their own accord and getting a good position, pecked away
at the Rebels very contentedly. None of our men were hurt but if reports
are true some of the Rebels were. 1 cam near stopping & shell here. While
going on &n errand to the Company on the skirmish line., , @#s I was passing
an exposed point of the hill a shell from the Rebel fort came shrieking by,
and passed along the path, I had traversed a moment before. Had I been
three steps slower, 1 would have met the ugly "critter" right in my path.
May 12-Hooker's, Schofield's and Palmer's Corps moved from the Roost ¥¥66e¢
to Snake Creek Gap, another opening in Rocky face Ridge ***miles west of
Resaca, a railroad station 18 miles south of Dalten. McPerhson' Army had
taken possession of this important gap several days previous and now ¥¥¥¥ only
awaited reinforcements before advancing on Resaca and therby cutting off the
retreat of Johnston. It was after midnight when we reached our destination,
and had the opportunity of lying down to sleep.

May 13th-Spent in placing troops in position. Our brigade halted two miles
wvest of Resaca, and bivouaced for the night.

May 14th-A grand charge was made on the Rebel works and part of the line
captured. OQur Regt. was the ohly one of the Brigade engaged and churged

across an open field in the face of a shower of grape and musket balls to
g ditch close to the Rebel fort where they lay =znd kept the cannoniers from
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their guns till dark, when they were orderediakix ¥HH6tXtheir original
position. Our dead ¥FEHEHHHHEGHEEHHEHHEORHEEEEEOOREEHBHOONEREOHOHOEOONO
May 15th-Brigade moved to a position a mile further on the rights and
occupied works that had been constructed during the night. A portion of
the Regt. was sent out to skirmish while the remsinder retired under cover
of a small elevation thirty rods in the rear. Our skirmishers were soon
after relieved by another portion of the Brigade, and the regt. remained to-
gether. The firing was quite lively all day, and half & dozen wounded men
from our Brigade were carried through our Regt. to the rear. We were com-
paratively safe, although somewhat annoyed by one or more Rebel Sharpshooters,
who occasionally sent a ball whizzing uncomfortably close to our heads or
striking wickedly in the trees near by. At night fall we received orders
to dig entrenchments in front of the Regt. Two companies were set to work
to be relieved by others at proper intervals., The Adjutant and I spread
our blankets down, and endeavored to snatch & little sleep. That we found
to be an easy task. The constant rattle of pick and spade in the hard gravel;
the irregular chackling of musketry in front; and last but not least the
He00kexplosion of half a dozen heavy cannon, not twenty rods distant,
making the earth tremble beneath us. Notwithstanding these horrid noises,

I finally ¥**to sleep to dream of home, when jst at midnight the sudden out-
burst®a*a storm of musketry and a whole;foadside from two or threewxxx
scattered my vision to the winds, and before my eyes were fairly6ethad

on my coat and one bootand was snatching for the other. #Hs06Htgun and
cartridge box the Regt. had formed in line in less than five minutes and
stoodready to receive the enemy who was supposed to be coming on the double
quick. The firing continued but a few moments¥®t¢then quieted down to an
occasional shot from some alarmed skirmisher. The Rebels had advanced but
meeting with such a reception retreated#®tk*they appeared.
FHEHEHEEECOE0000HHOEGO0RE0000000800hr thout  interuptions for three miles when
the crack of & carbine in the road in front indicated the positions .of the
Rebel Vidette. Hazlting leng enough to deploy & position of the Regt. as
skirmishers we again advanced driving the Rebel Pickets before us until
-~we were within & miler of their works on the north side of Etowah River
opposite Rome. When in plain view of these we were saluted by the dis-
charge of two pieces of artillery and the ugly whistle of pxxxhkmxzgrape
shot and shell. Prudence dictated that we had gone far enough for the time,
so the Regt. halted to await the arritml of the rest of the Division. The
Rebels finding but a single Regt. in front felt their courage revive and
while two columns started out to the right and left, another force of four
Regts. jumped from their works and advenced straight in front. Meanwhile
their cannon was busy throwing grape in our midst, but without herming us.
The Rebels in front pressed down on our skirmishers who retired slowly
disputing every inch of ground until two Regts. of the Division came up

on the run, when they once more advanced and after a severe®tttitdrove the
Rebels within their works. Darkness closed the¥*¥*but the time was improved
by our forces in building temporary: for use the next day. The Regt.
lost five wounded.®+=¢%Rebel loss was remarkably heavy as we learned from
Rebel Citizens ###%in Rome at the time. One who saw their wounded brought
in told¥®¢%thought their loss was 200 killed and wounded. Our total loss
was not over 60 and the Rebels had the largest number of men engaged.

2
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#xx%Found that no more fighting was mecessary, the Rebels havingixt

+ @uring the night after burning the bridges. Part of our force moved¥¥x

possession of the city. Large quantities of provisions, cotton and ~ 5
¥¥%x% were found. -Their factories for the mamufacture of arms and¥¥txx
FAFHRHFOHHIOHHHRHH
May 26th-Reached Dallas and bucvaced for the night.
May 27th-Heavy skirmishing occurred this merning in front of us, a number
of straggling bullets reached us. One passed through the let of a man
belonging to the brigade. At 9 a.m. “moved out and took position in
rear of skirmish line. At not heavy firing of musketry and cannon commenced
on the right of Hookers Corps, two miles and a half to the left of our E
position. Our Regt. was on the extreme left of our Division. - Between our
left and Hooker's right, a distance of 2% miles, there was an open space in
our line which for some strange reason had not been filled. About sundown
Col. Van Tassell recd an order to take his Regt. and extend it across this
open space thereby connecting the line. 1t was a hazardous undertaking
by the 34" had a reputation and was selected as best fitted to accomplish
it. Gen. Davis Sent his guide, acitizen, ta pilot us through so plunging
boldly into the dense timber we moved on in the direction of the firing
through deep ravines without thé vestige of -a road. Our progress was necessary
slow, and darkness soon wrapped the forest ¥¥¥elmost 1mpenetrable_gloom
- The firing which had continued all afternoon now ceased, and our only
~ dependence was on the guide who professed to ugderstand the country. We
had gone nearly two mibes and a half when the Col. riding ahead noticed
several men armed coming towerds us across a field from the enemy'side = of
the country. "HeltPvhat commsnd do you belong to" the cl. called out.
Without deigning a reply the men turned and fled into the opposite timber
It was impossible to distinguish gray from blue at the distance of & few
feet, but the conduct of these men excited suspicion. Several men were _
Eent ahead to give notices in case of danger and the Regt. followed at’ a A
“HBHHEERO000H0000E0thad not  proceedediseastnx®tin the direction of our
lines along an almost impassable and almost unknown trail. Scarce a whisper
was heard as we stumbled along over loose, rough stones in momentary
expectation of receiving a volley from the gloomy depth of the surrounding o
timber. After travelling half a mile we reached a house where the immates
informed us that the Rebel Pickets were only a hundred yards distant, from :
us. This did not look much like getting away from them but still we cen- =
tinued on until we felt safe from the enemy, but another difficulty was be-
for us. Would not our own Pickets, receive us with a volley of musketry,
seeing an armed force approaching them from the outside. The question was
a disagreeable one but we could only wait for a solution. We were ignorant .|
of the location of our line, but dare not stop lest the Rebelex in our rear
if pursuing might overtake. We ¥mew not at what moment the bullets of our
friends would sweep through our ranks. We know they had been fighting
near that point a&ll afternoon, and we knew that our Pickets stood with arms
ready to fire at the moving of @ bush. while the appearance of & single
man in front would make up whole #*¥¥ for the line. Our chances of getting
in safely looked decidedly slim. Although these thoughts passed through
our minds we did not slacken our pace and after a march of almost two miles
from where we encountered the Rebel pickets, we approached some fire° which
proved to be at some of our hospitals. We were safely within our7m1nes. We
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hed stumbled accidantly on the only path that was not guarded by our
pickets. Had we gone a quarter of a mile further to the right we

would have attracted the fire of & whole Brigade of Infantry and two
batteries of artillery. He&ven only knows what would have becqme of
the¥¥in that case, Itataxaunns : ok .

of a shower of shot and sheill in getting-%e our starting "point and while
the men were being posted the Rebel skirmishers kept up an annoying fire
The first company that was posted had & chance to skirmish just as soon
as they took their position. Further to the right, however, there were
no Rebels in view and the remsining companies were stationed without much

difficulty. Remained on the line all) day. &ll quiet except slight skirmishing |

—on the left of the Regt. Latmat night orders came to relieve the Regt. and
report to the Brigade. It was a difficult matter and opcupied till 2 o'clock
the next morning.

May 29th-Rejoined the Brlgade end found it occupying works on a hill
opposite Rebel works. The muzzles of the camnon could be plainly seen and
we were in moment&ry expectation of being shelled out of our exposed po-
sition.

May 30th-Very little sleeping was done in our camp last night, the Rebels
made repeated charges along our line at various 901nts and every few moments
we were called up from bed.

May 31th-Regt. was again ordered out on Plcket at our former positions.
During the day the Rebel Battery opened on our Brigedes, with shells killing
one man and wounding three. A number of shell exploded on the ground our
Regt. had occupied before going on Picket. We were between the brigade

.and the Battery a mile from the Brigade and a falf from the battery. A partx
of the Regt. hﬂd some skirmishing and a great deal of talking w1th*****

them back. We soon found they were determined not to let us sleep and ;
they succeeded. About every hour the war of musketry and occasionally '
artillery would suddenly break out, and ac suddenly subside into the irregular
but continual firing of the pickets. ' :

June 2d-3d-Remained in the same position. We were compelled to keep-our
heads below the breastworks, the appearance of one was sure to be followed

by the whiz of & bullett. One man was killed and one wounded from our

Regt. in this position. I slept with the Col. Mzjor and Adjt. in a few
fortified with logs and rails. Balls whizzed by every few moments.

June 4th-I awoke this morning to find Capt. Wilson A. A, G. stending in

the opening of our fortified pen, instructing the Col. to be ready to march
at sunrise. We were relieved by another Brigade and at the appointed time
moved off gtill further towards the left of our line &nd formed in the rear
of Johnson Division &s support. Day passed well enough but an night after
we had lain down to sleeon the Rebel sharpshooters began to annoy us by
shodting with ceamp. They vere guided by our men got up a**********
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Camp near”&arietta Ga,
 June 30th 1864

My dear Parents.

We are still hammering away at the Rebs along the same line,
without seeming to accomplish much. We are creeping slowly forwardand
of course they will have to skeddadle before long. You have heard of the un-
successful eharge mazde upon the Rebel works on the 27th. Two Brigades

- of our corps were engaged, the second and third. A portion of the 34th was

deployed as skirmishers and helped drive the Rebel skirmishers from their
line of rifle pits into the main works. Our two Brigades charged up to the
main works and although unable to carry them, held the ground they had

.gained and constructed a line of works only twenty yards from the Rebels.

They are so close now that a head dare not appear above the works on either
51de, and the two throw stones zt each other. Our Regt. lost 6 killed and
28 wounded.

If you receivéd the last letter I wrote in pencil you will remember
we then lay in front of Kennesaw Mountain exposed to the shells from the
battery on top. They favored us with a few dozen shells after I wrote but
without hurting any in our Regt., although some men were hurt a short dis-
tance from us. Our batteries handled them so roughly that they could not
fire while our guns fired at them, consequently they would keep out of
sight till all was quiet, and we were running loose through camp away from our
works, then- they would run up their guns, load and sight them, znd before
we were aware of it, would fire a whole volley into the midst of our camps,
sometimes killing or wounding some unfortunzte soldier. Our batteries
would then open on them wvigorously for fifteen or twenty minutes, but the
Rebs would lay quietly mnder cover until another opportunity offered for
repeating the dose. On the night of the 26th we moved from that position
3 miles further to the right of our line, near our presenit location, and the
charge took place next day. We are half & mile in rear of our advance work
and the Rebel bullets "Zip" around day and night.

: Yesterday morning the Rebs sent in a flageof truce proposing
an armistice of six hours for the purpose of burying their dead and our
lying between the two lines. It was agreed to and hostilities in our
front ceased. I went out within a few steps of the Rebel works where the
blue end grey coats were promiscously mihgled together, engaged in friendly
conversation. The Rebel works were lined with buttermuts with their arms
in their hands. Our vwork were the same but no armed men were allowed on the
neutral ground. I had quite an interest chat with a Reb Lieutenant. While
talking with him, General Cheatham and Windman came out with their staffs
and met some of our Officers. & Rebel Colonel made the introduction and after
bowing and scraping very politely the whole party sat down on the ground about - |
six feet distant from where I set on a log znd talked pleasantly together
for almost an hour. Cheatham looked very unlike I supposed & Rebel Major
General commanding & corps would look. He wore nothing but 2 rough pair of
grey pants tucked under the tops of an unpolished pair of boots, a blue
flannel shirt and rough felt hat completed his attire. He had neigher coat
or vest and was without any or manner to indicate his rank. Gen Hindman

-
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was just the reverse. He has & handsome good natured countenance, ami wears
an abundance of gold lace and cord. Speaking of prisoners he remarked that
a great many of our soldiers had fallen into his hands, and none ever had
cause to accuse him of unkindness. A prisoner, said he, ceases for the

time being, to be a soldier, and should be treated as kindly as possible
under the circumstance. - ,

' Our men and the Rebs were busily engaged till after two o'clock
in burying the dead. When the task was completed the flags were taken down
and both parties retreated to their works, and soon the sharp irregular
firing along the line showed that the work of death had been resumed.

* Last night three campanies of our Regt. were sent to dig rifle
pits in front of the Rebel works. They worked undisturbed till between 1
and 2 this morning when the Rebs stole upon them in heavy force and attempted
to capture them. Our men had scarcely time to drop their tools and grasp
gun and cartridge box and retreat through a shower of lead to our first line
of works, losing two men wounded who were brought back to camp. The attack

. which began here-rolled along the line to the Bft until our Division and

another had been engaged and ertillery and musketry lighted the heavens with
a lurid flame, and blended their voice in one terrific roar. It continued
half an hour and ended in the repulse of the Rebels. The balls flew into
our camp and wounded a man of Co. N (Creshian Neiss—A ball cut through the
pants of Lt. Myers, but did not injure him. Another force goes out from the
Regt tonight to complete the unfinished work. Another atteck will doubtless
be made but our men will be prepared.

July lst. By some mistake the &4djt. locked my letter in the satchel
yesterday and I was unable to get it until this afternoon. The Regt. moved
out to the front line of works last night and relieved another Regt. I have
not moved out yet as I have some papers to fix up. They are only a few yards
distant from the Rebes and both have to lay close in their ditches. Only small
cracks are left in the works large enough to stick & gun through, yet two of
our Regt. were wounded since they went out by peeping through the crack to
see what could be seen. The Rebs fired & volley from their wokr in front of
our Regt. last night and for a short time the firing was quite heavy. A por-
tion of our line was advanced last night close to the Rebels. The men rolling
barrels or bores filled with earth before them. These meke quite a good
protection against musket rolls. : -

The weather is intolerably hot. We almost roast to death in the
shade., We are anxious to bave & lull in the cempeign, but don't want to stop
this dide of Atlanta. We were foolish enough to believe before we started
out this campaign that we knew what it was to be a soldier, but our conclusion
now is that we have heretofore been playing soldier. We once thought it a
good thing to be exposed to the enemy's fire for & few hours. It is the six-
tieth day of the campaign and during that time only thirteen days passed that
we have not heard the whistle of Rebel balls. The remainder of the time has
found us night and day in surmounting danger of being shot. Scores of men
in our Brigade have been killed or wounded in their tents. We have become
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accustomed, however, to the constant presence of danger and don't mindi much
now unless the firing assumes the ¥actreiotof & battle. Our men are hopeful,
and cheerful and speak of the summer campaign as being the last. They are
confident of Grant's success and, too, of our own success, it is regarded

as so certain as that the sun will rise tomorrow morning. The Rebel soldiers
all say they think this summer will decide the contest, but they are doubt-
ful which way it will terminate. We get plenty of rations, the trains run
clear through to our advance lines. 7The road has thus far been repaired as
fast as we have marched. Before we left Chattanooge, the timbers for every
R. R. bridge between there and Atlanta had been prepared ready for fitting
together, so that when & bridge was found destroyed, the timbers were put to-
gether and a new one formed in a very short time. Every bridge on the route
had it counterpart at Chattanooga. '

I suppose you are very busy and don't find time for writing often,
but I hope you will write &s often as you have an opportunity. Letters are
the cheapest and most desireble gift you can send.

Remember me to Charley.

Yours affectionately,

Lyman



B e T - N g 4 T R AT B o Ty mn T S g e T R T T Y e g

Camp near Atlanta Ga.
July 24, 1864

Dear Parents:

I am very glad to tell you that I'm all right, but very sorry
thzt I can't tell you Atlante is ours. We are less than 3 miles from it
though and our battery shoots at it occasionally. We can see it quite plain
from here. ##8t%badly fooled on the 22d by a report that McPherson reached
the city and that the Rebs had again #8066s6tX, We were then five miles
distant &nd the Rebels the day previous were right in our front but on the
morning of the 22" their works were found vacated and a dispatch from
HiQts. stated that the road to Atlante was open. At noon we started for
that much deserved place but unfortunately ¥&0tfor our bright hopes were
halted at this place by the Rebels so have to await further developments.
We hold the extreme right of the army. Thepe has been severe fighting on

= the left and McPkerson has been killed. We are all extremely sorry on his

; account. He was a valuable officer and very populer with the whole army.

f ~He commanded the army of the Temnessee.- We have heard pothing reliable

; of the result of the fighting whether successful for us or not. Cept.

: Costeller of Company "I" was severly wounded yesterday while visiting the

: skirmish line of which he had charge. A musket ball passed entirely
through his body & quarter of an inch below the heart.HesssnEaREsEEERRaG
He was one of the best officers in the regiment. =. . SR
We have had fiwe wounded since crossing the Chattahoochee River. We are
resting comparatively guiet now behind very- good works. The Rebs only.sheot
over here occasionly. ‘They made demanstrations yesterday as if they were,
going to charge us but the preparations made to receive them changed ke
their plan. Our boys were very sorry they didn't eceme. They stood looking

. over the workswithin the line of greybacks would emerge from the opposite

: timber but no such good fortunate awaited them. It all ended.in heavy

3 skirmishing with our pickets in front. -They attempted to muke & charge on

the Brigade next to us, but the skirmishe line drove them back.

: Twotiayv before we moved down here our Regt. and the -98th Ohio
and 23d Missouri had great sport, although it was cruel to consider it such.
Lhese three Regts. had secured a position within 150 yds. of the rebel skir-
mish line, and &1l day long poured & constant shower of balls on their works
forcing them to lay in their ditches without stirring. Two cannons were
brought up to the line and planted so as to enfilade them. Every discharge
from the Cannon would create a stir among the Johnnies and then our men

-would pour.in & whole volley on all that were compelled to expose them-
. sklves, whooping and yellingiHeeeae '

Nearly all of our Regt stole out on the skirmish line and flnd
fired over & hundred rounds apiece. Some of our Regt. crawled up -
within & few steps of the Rebels who had not the courage to raise thelr
heads above the ditch and seldom returned a shot. Their loss must have
been heavy. Our regt. had one wounded. As soon as it was dusk, the Rebs
left their ditches and fell back more than a mile..our skirmlsh line followed
them,
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I'11 close for the present—-Next time I hope to date my letter at Atlanta.

How glad we will all be when this cruel war is over and we are
safe at home.

I believe that time . is not far distant.¥HEEEEEEEEEREEERHNEEE00E .
over head and the skirmishers are #¥¥¥¥ lively. If the Rebs don't keep
back the will get hurt. ;

My love to Charley—tell him to write.

Yours affectionately

Lyman



Camp near Atlanta Ga.
Aug 234 1864
My dear Parents and Brother.

I am very glad thet I can still say of myself-alive and well.
In such times as these human life don't appear to be of much account, and
not a day passes but some poor soldier receives mzrching orders and quits
his companions on earth. But the cause is worthy of the sacrifice, ahd
the blocod that now flows so freely, flows not in wvain. The result though
seemingly uncertain is in the hands of Him who doeth all things well.
Our country will beam as bright in the light of peace and prosperity as
it is now darkened by the shades of war and edversity. Truly that day seems
far in the future but in God's own time it will come. ' Till then let us be
patient, hopeful and earnest. :

. After various movements to different portions of the line we have
at last settled down near the village of East Point where the R. R. to Macon,
Gg. branches from the road to Montgemery. Of course we don't hold that
point but we expect to before long, as soon as Sherman decides on it.

We are six miles from Atlanta but portions of our line are within
& mile and & half. At present we are lying on one side of a hill and the
Rebels on the other side-half a mile distant. OQur breastworks are on the
crest of the hill and our Pickets, a few yards below. The Reb pickets and
ours are continually shouting at each other and the hostile "Minies" fly
.over the rest of the hill and over our heads to strike the side of a hill in
our resr. We are comparatively safe, but a man fifteen feet high would
stand & poor chance if he stood upright in our camp. Every few minmutes one
or more of the spiteful missiles go cracking through the tree tops, each
one pitched to a different tune. We have a splendid opportunity for noticing
the different notes sounded by them. Some go over with a short "whisp"
- as if well greased and sliding through the air, swift as thiought. They
are the ones that go through & man when he stands in their way. Others come
like & young thrashing machine, whirling end over end. They have struck
something on their course which has deranged their original motion. They
are generally battered into different shapes and emit & sound that is varied
according to _the form and speed of the ball. The consequence is that there
are just as many different sounds as there are different shaped balls.
Every hour or so some new note is struck, and is generally greeted by a
laugh that runs through the Regt. Very frequently spent bullets fall among
us with about the same force as if thrown by hand, butcsometimes & little
harder. Joe Wolf of Co. F was struck by one in the stomach, and bruised
him badly. He is now in hospital-—seven or eight men in the Brigade have
been killed or wounded since we came here. Several tents in the Regt.
have been pierced with bullets. More balls .fly at night than in daytime
but that don't prevent us from sieeping soundly.

: te-{

Our team is with us now and the wall leurt?) and desk has been
set up. We are getting along very comfortably having got used to such a
way of living. Details are made every few days for Pickets, and they go
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out and fire away at the Rebs for twenty-four hours and are then relieved
by another detail. This we call fighting by detail. The army is in good
spirits and willing to go whenever Shermzn leads. There don't appear to be
much going on excépt that our Cavalry are busy cutting the communication of

— Atlanta. The Rebs are on short ryations. We have had abundance ever since
ve ‘started. It seems to us thet we could easily teke “tlantz if “herman
‘would but order it. He seems to be waiting for developments in other quarters.

Our non-veterans talk much about going home. They hazve only a
few days to serve and are anxious to get through safely. Many of them
have never been home since they enlisted. Our Regt. is now reduced to
225 men for duty. If we ever get into & cuiet camp again we will know
better how to appreciate its comforts than ever we did before.

I feel confidant that another such campaign as this will never
be made. The hardest work will a1l have been accomplished by next fell.
If Grant keeps Lee from reinforcing Hood, there will be mighty little left
of this Rebel Army when Sherman is through with it.

I wish-I could carry this letter home and deliver it myself.
I don't care much about going now but would if the Campaign was over. I'm
determined to see the end of it if I can. Fred Traver was killed in the
.- charge at Kennesaw June 27" and is buried bon the battlefield. Too
many brave men lie burisd there. .. : -
- 'For the present goodbye. Don't feel uneasy about me. I confidantly

believe I'11 pass through unharmed and arrive safely at home. Won't that -

be joyful.

Affectionately,
Lyman

We expect to be paid next month.
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Camp near Atlanta Ge.
Sept. 9th 186/

My Dear Mother:

I suppose you feel about as glad as we do of the capture of Atlanta.
Besides the honor and advantage of gaining a victory it gives us rest, wel-
come rest from & campaign unequalled in severity. Of course you have learned
the particulars of the movement which resulted in the capture of the city,
from the papers. '

The Rebs. believed we were retreating and were in the midst of a
grand jubilee when the disagreeable news was received tnat we threatening
their only line of communication south of Atlanta. Our corps found Hardee's
Corns posted along the pailroad behind works, and at once went in with a
yell capturing 900 prisoners and 11 cannons. Our Brigade has credit for
teking 300 prisoners and six caonons.

The Regt. lost five killed and fourteen wounded. This charge was
made Sept. let near Jonesboro, & station on the Mzcon R. R. 22 miles south
of Atlanta. It was made late in the afternoon and the darkness which soon
followed; gave the Hebs a change to escape with the remainder of their force
leaving the railroad in our possession.

The force left in Atlanta hearing the result, destroyed their
ammunition, locemotives, cars &c. ©Spiked their guns, 30 in number- and re-
treated fast enough to escepe capture. The 20th corps occupied it the next
morning. Our corps remsined at Yonesboro for several days. Yesterday we
fell back to our present position 14 miles south of Atlants on the E. R. “e're
just fixing up camp now and preparing to take a little rest. I haven't been
to Atlanta yet but expect to go this week.

Lhere is no danger that Hood will trouble us any more unless he gets
re-enforcements from Virginia, which is not very probable. Our non-veterans
have not started home yet. Their time was out on the 7th. They have to wait
until their muster out rolls are completed. Ihey feel better satisfied to go
home now since they have helved take Atlanta. OSome of them were in the fight
of the 1lst, but fortunztely none were hurt. It would seem so much worse for
a2 man to be killed when his time is so nearly out. :

I recd & letter sent long since dated July 17". This envelope was
eddressed to me while the letter commenced "Dear Minnie" and was not signed
at all. It was your writing though, and I was just as well satisfied with it,
as if it had been intended for me.

I supvose somebody up north is drefted by this time. If we get the
fell number of men in the field, the Rebels will soon be crushed in spite of
Jeff Davis and Vallandlghdm

i —



I suppoce you know that our Jeff Davis has come to be Major
General and now commande our corps in place of "Pap Palmer.”

Jimmy Morgan commends our division. .
I haven't time to write much. I send my love to Father and Charley.

Don't fail to write soon. I'h very anxious to hear from you &ll.
Letters from home have been few and far between.

Very affectionately,
Your son

Lyman

PS Direct to Atlants

We exvect pay soon.
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Camp of the Regiment
Two miles north of East Point, Ga.

My Dear Parents.

I wrote to you day before yesterday, but as I have nothing parti-
cular to do at this present moment, I though I might as well write again.
We are still at the same plece and nothing unusual has occurred since my
last. There were some whispering of marching this morning, but they Bav¥e died
away.

There may be some movements in operztions that we know nothing about,
but everything seems inactive along the whole line, except that our cavalry
~are constantly meddling with old Hoods cracker line. Gen. Kilpatrick went
clear around the city a few days ago and done some demage. 1 expect there
will be & big smash up here some day in which somebody will get whipped,
-~ and that somebody will be old Mood.

In the Chattanooga paper yesterday I noticed & letter written by
Uen, Sherman to & certain agent from Massachusetts who applied for a pass to
come down and esteblish recruiting office for negroes to fill the gquota of
the State. But I'll just cut out the letter and enclose it. I don't exactly
agree with the prevailing spirit of certain Republican papers that have gone
crazy over the subject of Negro Soldiers, but for myself I say "them is my
sentiments." It is indeed disgraceful to be a soldier when no gentlemen will
go to war any more. They can't associate with common soldiers, but must
send agente away down into the wilderness of Georgia and the country there-
ebout to gether up the "lume helt and blind" negroes, that have been dis-
carded from the Rebel Army because unable to earn their grub. Poor Sambo
is gobbled into the army willing or unwilling, and when the great day of the
draft comes, some loyal, patriotic, self-denying, gentleman of Massachusetts
is excused from the onerous duty of fighting for his country and sits down
in his comforteble parlor to expatiate on the profound wisdomeof the policy
that allows, recruiting in  Rebel States.

He is not wearied by long marches; pinched with banger, pained with
wounds. He is & gentlemen and don't have to submit to such undignified
circumstances, but that don't hurt his claim to & big share in the glory.
He points with pride to his "representative" in the Army and thanks Heaven
that he ie not like other men, disloyal and selfish. I hope Mr. Spencer
from Massachusetts won't get & recruit, but I do hope they will draft him,
and the men who sent him here, and make them carry knapsacks till the close
of the war. If the country is worth saving why don't they help save it.
The enemy threatens their homes and friends but instead of defending their
homes as men should they send a2 man away down to Georgiz to catch 2 few,
poor old broken down negroes, who will be forced to receive the blows that
might otherwise fall upon them and &ll they hold dear.

Verily such philanthropy will meke a bright page in future history.
- Now glorious will be the record of Massachusetts which always rolls up such
heavy majorities at elections for allowing negroes to vote and hold .office.
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. With what pride they can contrast theirs, the most enlightened state in the
union with "Egypt" the venighted portion of Illinois, where "Cepperheads",
nli sunionists and Nigger-haters" held sway. The devotion of Massachusetts
to the cause of the Union will be measured by the number of men she furnishes
to défend it. History will record that while agents from the former State
are seeking for negroes in Georgia to supply- her deficiency in men. Eqypt
bad more than its porportion already in the field. That this benighted
region has furnished more men in proportion that any other portion of the
north. :The records of the War Dept. show that Illinois has furnished the
most men and also that the southern half of the State is far ahead of the
northern half. I wonder how history will account for this phenomenon. I'm
afraid the Bay Stete won't get full credit for her sacrifices.

Don't you think it would be proper for her to keep quiet and not
call other folks bad names until this'matter is looked intoc and explained;
lest thoughtless persons come to believe that where they cry "down with
slavery" the loudish, the less danger there is of them . doing it.

-

— Sumner and his clique are so busy trying to elesate the negro to

social equality with the whites that they haven't time to attend to putting
down the Rebellion. Let us do the latter first, then we shall have time
-to attend to the for men.

I didn't sit down with the intention of torturing you with a
political sarmint but I can' help but say something about that Massachusetts
humbug. Sherman's letter, however, is clear and pointed enough. I have ho
sympathy with "Copperheads™ neither have I any sympethy with the New England
fanatics who talk big and work litt.e I am no more in favor of negro equality
now than I-was three years ago. I am in favor of emancipation because Slavery
stands in the way of putting dewn the rebellion.

I never doubted the right of the President to arm the negroes but
don't admire the policy so much as the Ghicago Tribune, Massachusetts =xk
stay-at-home's & . I think the deficiency in our army should have been filled
by z draft, when volunteering failed to do it, and instead of arming the
blacks with muskets, armed them with entrenching tools. It would have saved
our soldiers many a hard night of digging, after fighting hard all day and
besides would have saved the administration a mountain of trouble. But the
experiment of employing Negro Soldiers is being tried and I am willing to
wait the final resul before I blame the administration.

We hear that there is danger at home of an outbreak to resist the
draft. I hope it is untrue, but if there is really any danger the Govern-
ment should be prepared and teach the rioters such a lesson us would not be
forgotten for the next tem generations. Let us have no more firing of blank
catridges this time. The day is not far distant, let us see.

: A report is just now circulated that the Rebs are evacuating Atlanta.
The skirmishers in front of us haven't left yet, for there goes & "minie"
singing over my head just as they have been for the last two weeks. I have
seen John Perrine several times since we came to this camp. He is well.

Think of me often :
Ever Yours

L S e S Y P 2 P = s i i i e e



sy e ""':'"’-W-"“IE

ey

T e N T o

w

. Whiteball, Ga. Sept. 26, 1864

Dear Parents:

I hed just picked up my pen to commence writing a letter to you when
yours of ‘the 17inst was laid before me, and I stopped long enough to read the
welcome news, before going further. You cannot imagine how glad I am to hear
from you again, and to know that you are alive and well. I am so glad that
Harry is with you. I did not know it before. 0ld Wheeler must have gobbled
the letters you wrote to me. The old sinner delights in destroying the tender
missives of love, affection, friendship or whatever else the missives may be -
freighted with. No later than this morning it was reported that the honest 2
robbbr had tazken charge of three trains on their downward trip, and had dis- :
posed of them in the manner which was best suited to the interests of his
delightful, lmmane government. But what was worse than e&ll them, had taken _
our meil. A hundred thousand months(more or less)gave vent to the angry feelings
of as many bosoms. I day say, that if the one hundredth part of the maledictions
invoked upon him should comé to pass, he would be the worst afficted mortal
upon the face of the globe or under it.

. It turns out, however, that the trains Wheeler burnt, wasn't burnt
atall but come through safely, and the mail that he destroyed, came in tonight.
The soldiers seem unusually jobilant tonight, and are yelling them-
selves hoarse, in every direction. Everybod feels good over Sheridans victories
in the Shenandoah valley. The praise of "Little Phil"™ as we call him here,
is on every tongue. We are particularly interested in his success because he be-
longed for almost two years to our (McCook's) old corps as commander of a
division. "Little Phil", however should not have all the credit for the
brilliant success attendlng his movements. TGrant appears to have & hand in
running that particuler machines, and Sheridan is merely executing the well-
laid plans of his superior. :

Nothing unusual has taken place here lately. An armistice had been

~ arranged between Hood and Shermzn to terminate the 2°.3d but I hear it has been
extended. The time was occupied in shipping the inhabitants of Atlanta through
our lines into Hoods, and in the exchange of prisoners. ©Several trains loaded |
with sleek well-fed Rebs passed down and an equal number of pale emaciated |
skeltons of Federal Soldiers returned,

Atlanta has been cleared of citizens, men, women and children. It
- is @ deserted looking place. Near the Depot all is activity, and the adjficent

buildings are all occupied, either as Government sore houses, or as sutler
shops. The greater portion of the city consist of long rows of deserted
buildings, the doors bursted open and the floors strewn with the wreck of
shelves, counters &. The most handsome as well as the largest block of
buildings in the city exhibits great gaps in the wall where our shell pessed
through. Blackened ruins in other places show where the work of destruction
by our shell wes more complete. At the east end of town are seen the wreck
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of more than eighty cars that wer loaded with arms and ammunition. They were
set afire and the shell exploded with frightful effects. The ground in the
vicinity is strewn with the fragments some of which were hurled to & great
distance. Troops have been moving to the rear today for some purpose. One
divisions of the 15 Corps passed our camp today going northward. Probably a
reid by the Rebels, is expected. Men enough can easily be spared from this
point ?o hold the railrosd against any force the Rebs can sence to destroy it.

The weather is getting quite chilly. Yesterday was gquite cool.
Qur coats were brought into requisition by those who possessed one and the
campfires attracted a goodly mmber of shivering vlsltaru.

I received a letter day before yesterdey from James Ross. Emmett ;”
is at Carpers Ferry.

Now a word to Charley and Harry in answer to their interesting
letters. I am glad my dear boys or rather men that you have at last got to-
gether. I know how well you must enjoy each others compzny. Do you ever
have any delightful games.of ball when work is over., Of course you do if you
heve a ball, and if you haven't, why don't you rip up an old stocking and
make one. I would like to run home some day and say "good morning to you".
There I see a smile on Harry's face, as much as to say. "You would have a long
run old boy". Ah, yes, there ic many @ long mile between us, and the longer
the rebellion lasts the greater the distance becomes. But I expect to shorten
the distance before a great while. This cursed rebellion won't always stand
up to defy us. We're going to bust the Confederacy before many days and go
home in peace. Charley, I see you still hate Copperheads as hard as a mule
can kick. Don't you know there won't be one of the reptiles left in & short
time.

You remember that St. Patrick drove 11 the snzkes and toads out of
Ireland. Now Grant is going to do the same thing in our country with the
copperhead reptiles that are hissing and biting at the heels of Union soldiers .
when they are trylng to drive the robbers out of Uncle Samx's farm.

But I must close for the present. Please write as often &s you
find opportunity. I enclose a copy of Gen. Thomas' congratulatory order.

Yours affectionately
Lyman
Direct to the Regt.

2 Brig. 2Div 14"A. C.
Atlanta,
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Ch&tfanooga, Tenn.
" Oct. 15th 1864

My Dear Mother:

 Your letter and Charley's of the2d just was received yesterday
evening. Also the package you so kindly sent. Since I last wrote our Divi=
sion has made a journey of 420 miles by rail and 100 miles on foot end finally
we find ourselves at Chattanocoga awaiting further orders. Our quiet repose
at Atlenta was suddenly interrupted on the evening of Sept. 28th with orders
to be ready to march early the following morning. At th:t time we marched to
the depot and at dusk of the 29th we were lozded on board the train and
started for Chattanooga. Our whole Divison with its battery, and all necessary
baggage vere all loaded together on eight trabns. We passed through Chattanooga
and halted one night at Stevenson Ala. the junction of roads running to Nash-
ville and Memphis. We first started on the Nashville road but afterwards
backed onto the Memphis rozd and ran to Humsville Ale. which was threatened
by part of Yorrest's force, who disappeared upon our arrivel. We remzined one
night and half of the following day at Huntsville and then got aboard the
trein once more and ran to Athens the scene of a disgraceful surrender the
week before. The first was garrisoned by negro troops and was given up with-
out firing scarcely & shot. The Co. Comdg. is probably the only one to blame.
The 18th Mich. sent to relieve the garrison found the fort in-hands of Forreét
and was also captured. fThe day before we arrived Forrest hzd made another
attack on Athens but was repulsed by the 73rd Ind. Union our arrival the 34th

- was at once installed as Provost Guards of the tewn and we were soon comfortably,

gquartered, out of the rain which had been felling for several days. Contrary
to the expectation we remained only one night, starting the following morning
through & heavy rain, on foot for Florence on tee Tennessee R. 45 miles dis-

tunt for the purpose of intercepting Forrest who was then near Columbie Tenn.

On the evening of the second day we arrived near the river just
in time to be too late, s the wary Forrest had made forced marches(his force
was 21l mounted) and succeeded in crossing the river just ahead of us. We
had a little skirmishing with his rear guard and captured a few prisoners.
We might have met with better success had not the elements themselves conspired
to retard our march., During the two days of our march, it rained constantly
mud wes knee deep and streams swollen which we had to ford. Two men of the
17th N. Y.Lonans died of exhaustion, the march was so severe. It may be reckoned
as one of the hardest merches the 34th ever performed. We stopped at
Florence three days and marched back to Athens where we again took the cars
and were run back to Chattanooga arriving yesterday morning.

Oct. 16 Iwas interrupted yesterday by marching orders.¥StBSaBHEHER
eEHeaaosonauasaotand located at Fort Wood ¥¥xxxix¥the camp of another
Regt. which stoodieteattkfor Rihggold. All afternoon was spent in firing
up as we expected to remain for some time but up stakes and marched to the
depot(our Brigade)sertsssatossttuatttatttand then moved back to camp. Mean-
time every stick of timber adjoinimHHHEEREEEEEHEEHEHRNHEEEEHEHENREENNNENEENE
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No sooner than arms were stacked and ranks broken than the whole Regt.
charged on the enemy's camp and recaptured «ll the lumber and more too.

We don't know when er where we will move next. Thene is nothing
certain but uncertainty. 0ld Hood has managed to damage the railroad con-
siderably. He is playing & desparate game to ¥¥¥tttt¢communication and
force Sherman from Atlanta. We have no fear that he will accomplish anything
but his own ®ttk#%For several days past citizens ¥®8stand contrabnads have
been hard at work digging entrenchments around Chattanooga and an attack
was confidantly looked for. 0ld Hood, however, is not foolish enough to butt
his brains out against the impregnable Forts that defend it. Our Division can
easily hold them against Hood's entire army.

If we had our money we could indulge in a few luxuries while we are
here. Our chances for being paid very.soon are slim enough. A3l our books
and papers including pay rolls are at Atlantd and cennot be obtained until
communication is again opemed. How long that will be we camnot tell.

Mother, you think I talk like a copperhead when I say it is & dis
grace for Massachusetts to be searching the country for contrabands to fill

‘her quota. Well if believing so mukes me a copperhead, then I am one of the

snekes sure and cert in. Sherman is one too and just took Atlenta to aid
and comfort eh Scuthern “onfederacy. He ought to be relieved from command
and vanished from the country and the kditor of the Chicago Tribune-put in
his place. 1 think I hdve a right to my own opinion about the policy of the
administration but I don't claim that it is not my duty to support the
Government when it happens to do things contrary to my pepuliar motives.
I am no more in favor of slavery now than 1 was when the war commenced and
would rather serve in the army my life time than back down & hairs breath
from the object we started for.

; :
_ The Ohio Regiment #n cur Vivision voted for state officers while
we were on the march fro Florence. The same day they voted we marched 19
miles. We are glad that the Union candidates have been elected in Ohio,
Illinois & Pennsylvania. McClelland cannot be elected. He is rukned by
linking ‘his name with that unmiligated traitor Pendleton and running upon a
peace platform. I respect Mac, himself and find no fault with his letter of
acceptance but I do not respect the men who made the platform and nominated him.

I received several packages of papers from Jas. Ress yesterday.
Every mail brings great quantities of political papers, speeches &c, sent by
the Union Club for distribution.

Charley appears to be cuite & politician. He will deserve an office
from Lincoln when he is reelected.

I must close for the present. Give my love to Eli, Emma and &ll
the rest. Tell Em to write when she can. ;

Direct to Chattanooga.
Yours affectionately,

Lyman
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Rome, Ga. Oct 3lst 1864

My dear Parents:

We have been shifting about here and there so constantly of late
that I seldom have an opportunity of writing.

We have been entirely cut off from all communication with the rest
of mankind or womankind the greater portion of the time and of course received
no letters. I believe I last wrote from Chattanooga. The Division marched
from there on the 18th passing Gordon's Mills & Lafayette crossing the line
into Algbama at Alpine, and forming & junction with the main column at

.Gayesville over 70miles from Chattanooge ¢~ 25 miles west of Rome. Then -~
the Army was resting after a fatiguing march from Atlenta in pursuit of Hood
who wisely rejected all offers of battle and hurried south into Alabama
&s fast as lefs could carry him. Upon reaching Gayesville, Gen. Sherman
issued orders that everything in the valley should be tazken from our own
use except milk cows and such things as the people had in their houses.
Our supply of rations was stopped and it soon became a military necessity to
go foraging whether agreeable to inclination and conscience or not. It is
needless to say that the order was carried out to the fullest extent end
like the Shenandoah Valley the crows will have to carry retions when they
fly over it. The mills in the vicinity were put into operation, the corn =
and wheat gathered in, and plentiful supply of meal and unbolted flour turned
‘our daily for the use of the army. The flour was unbolted because some
yankee Vandals had destroyed the bolting meterial. Mea¥-flour and fresh
beef were all that we received. We had not & drop of grease or & grain
of salt, sugar or coffee. The flour drawn by our mess we carried to a neigh-
boring family to have it baked into biscuit. They were so ‘nicely done that
I think you ought to have the receipt and try it next time you.beke.
Take equal quantities-of flour, -bran and shorts, mix up quiekly with cold
-water and put into a dutch ove n before it rises. When helf déhne take them
out and serve on a big chip. Be careful and not spoil them by putting in
salt, soda or anything else except what 1 have gpecified.

In order to relish it more fully it will, be a good nlan to eat
nothing for three days previous. The commissary finally took pityon our

. -condition and issued a large supply of soap and candles. In my opinion

soap don't amount to much as an article of food but candle° are mighty hendy
for greasing the pan for baking corn cakes

We remzined in the velley from the 22nd to the 28th when we started
for *anme, arriving next day. ©Since then we have remained awaiting further
orders which may come at any time. An officer hes been sent to Atlanta to
bring up the pay rolls and our prospect of getting pay soon is very good.

The colonel and staff received pay zt Chattenooga and I heve borrowed
enough to see me through.
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L The Sergt. Major eand I went into the country yesterday to visit
i some folks we got acquainted with five months ago when we took Rome. We
were well acquainted with & family nesmed Moore, and started first for their
house. Reaching the spot we found not the house but two bare chimneys and
: a heap of blackened embers. Walking on to the next house we stopped and
¢ asked of their faete. Moore had a son in the Rebel Army who stole home one
" . night and remzined in the neighborhood several days. About that time &
soldier of the 1lst Alabams Cavalry (Federal) stationed here was shot near
! . .moore's house. The deed was laid to Moore's son who was then supposed to
i be in the vicinity and the Colonel of the Regiment sent a detail to Moore's
hbuse ordered him to remove his furniture and set fire to it. Everything
was consumed and Moore and his family were at ohce shipped south througn
our lines. Whether we was responsible or not for the murder I know not al-
though many think he wasn't. :

When we left Atlanta & little more than & month since Adjutant Wood
was unwell and could not go with us. For three weeks we heard not & word
from those we left there in charge of the camp, but all supposed that of
course the Adjutant had got well and was enjoying himself. The pessibility
of his growing worse never cpossed my mind. What wes my surprise then a
week ogo when notice wes received from a hospital in Atlanta dated Cct. 12
that Adjt. H. D, Wood was desd. He had died of typhoid fever. He was like
& brother to me and even had he been 1 could scarce regret his death the
more. He was wounded at Shiloh, taken prisoner at Stone River, &nd es-

 caped unharmed amid the dangers of the great campaign--only to fall by the
hand of disease when all danger seemed past.
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I must close now. Give my love to all and don't forget to write.
There are so many of you know that it will not be & very hard matter to
write more freguently. I shall expect & letter from home of you by the
next mail we receive, if my lest has been answered. i

T T T e T

b

The wezther is getting cool; the nights especially. I saw Joe
Johnston at Chattencogz. An election was held last evening in the regi-
ment resulting ac follows, Lincoln, 275--McClellandg 14--Non committel-17.

Yours truly,

: ; Lyman
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‘Atlanta, Georgia 8 Nov. 1864

Dezr Parents:

I write this letter without knowing whether 1 will have an
opportunity of mailing it. You last heard from me @t Rome, I thing. We

~ merched from there to Kingston on the R. R. between Atlenta & Chattanooga,

fifty-nine miles fram the former place. There we received our pay up to
Sept. 1st. I hsve sent you 180 dollers by Col. Van Tassell. :

Three days ago while we were in Kingston the Col. told me to get
ready as soon as possible and go with him on the next train to Atlanta.
I soon packed up and we wemt to the Depot but had to wait till evening
for & train. We jumped aboard a car.with about & dozen officers and had
run but & few miles when & train aheed ran off the track and an hour was
_Spent in getting it on.

Started up again but pretty soon a car got off the track and stopped
us again. By this time it was long after dark and &s there was no stove
in the cer it was extremely cold. We had to Sbmmp throug the car to keep
ourselves from freezing. I laid myself down on & bench and in spite of
cold aching feet succeeded in getting asleep when suddenly I was awoke by
a tremendous thump which rolled me out of bed. It seems the lights on our
rear car had gone out and the engineer of the train in rear of that,
supposing that our train had moved off while we wac asleep, sterted up and
ran jem into us, but without much damage.

I got aweke in time to hear an amusing conversation. We were near
Alatoona. One of the soldiers stationed there came to the car and encguired
how many trains had to come yet. It was too dark for him to distinguish
who was in, and one of the officers concluded to pass ue off as conscripts
going to the front, So replying that there were bnly 25 trains in reer of
us, he anxiously enquired if there was any fresh butter to be had there—-
Another enquired if they wan't fighting every day, what sort of @ place
Atle-ta was and if they were still fighting there. Everyone had scme
foolish gquestion to ask which the soldier enswered very honestly although
it tickled him mightly to think how ignorant conscripts were. As the train
moved, & loud burst of laughter from our car gave the soldier to understand
that he had been sold, and he commenced cursing in true army utyle as long
as he could be heard.

We ran well enough till wihthin five miles of Atlanta when some
thing else staopped us and we laid nearly &ll night. The Colonel and
some others jumped off and came to town on foot, 5etting in an hour in
advance of the trail. Since I cammdown here the Yolonel and Quartermaster
have been mustered out and have gone home, The QM Sergt. will be Quarter-
mester and he saye that as soon as he receives his commission he will have
me appointed Q. M. Sergt. I would rather have that than any other in the
Kegt. :



Atlents will probably be evacuated by the time this letter reaches
you egerything will be shipped up to Chattanooga. This army of the Tennessee
and the 14th and 20th Corps are going to strike for Salt water, Savahnah
; or Mobile is our destinztion. Our Corps left Kingston day before yesterday
i and will be here tomorrow. The R, R. b etween Chattenooge end Atlenta
% will be abandoned. I suppose we will nbt hear from the north again until

. we reach the coast. This is eledtion day. 1 wonder who %ill be dected.
i : I haven't heard from any of you for many weeks. '

Eive my love to all. I send Charley a picture of Gen. Grant.
Yours affectionately,

! ; Lyman

BT S



R s T

[t TR

2 — T el e e saga e e s s St T o
T L o B 8 S T e g T s — HReE P e . T = T

Camp of the Regiment
Infront of “avannah Ga. Dec. 16th 1864

My dear Parents:

Here we are in the swamps of Georgiz snuffing the sea breeze and
longing for news from home and the rest of mankind. T suceeded in bringing
myself throug the confederzcy alive and well. We left Atlante one month
ago today and arrived in front of Savannah about the 1lth inst.

Our Regt has been in line of battle since that time four miles west
of the city. The Rebs are about half a mile in front of us and keep throwing
big balle and shells around very carelessly, but they don't hurt many.

Qur line rezches from the Savannzh River about the city round to the Sound
below. We have & goodly number of the varmints cooped in but I don't know
whether they can get out through South Carolina or not. =5

Communication with the fleets of Farragus and Porter and the Army
of Gen. Foster was first opened on the 13th inst by the capture of Fort
McAllister with 260 prisoners and 32 guns.

Our wagons have gone &fter rations of which we are much in need.
Most of the time we have been here we have lived on rice, having to gather
it in the sheaves, thresh and bull it. The only leoss in the Regt. during
the campeign was one man accidently wounded.

I haven't time to write more at present but will give you more satis-
faction next time the mail leaves. I'm anxious to hear from the north we've
heard nothing since leaving Atlante. My love to all the femily.

Yours in haste,

Lyman
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2 Camp of the Regiment
Eﬁ'—’ Near Savannah, Ga. Dec. 27'64

My dearest Parents:

: If you received my first note after reaching Savannah you will re-
g member I promised -to write again by next meil. I done so but the letter I
e e now find was mislaid and did not go off, therefore, I write again. I have
> just got back from the city where our corps was reveiwed by Gen. Sherman.
§ It was & splendid affair and went off excellently. "0ld Billy" sat upon

P his horse in front of his Head Quarters on one of the principal streets
while the Corpe marched by with colors flying and drums beeating..

Our journey of over 300 miles from Atlanta was altogether & very
pleasant one. We never had so easy a campaign. To be sure we were & little
: hungry betimes but not often. The second day after leaving Atlanta, 1
i had only three smzll turnips and three cabbage stalks, but on the fourth
dey I had corn bread, honey, molasses, butter, sugar, preserves, jellies,

: &, &. The land was litterally flowing with molasses & honey. Every
plant&tion had from half a dozen to & dozen berrels or hogsheads of the
v finest syrup. We drew nothing from our trains but coffee during the entire
i trip. Everything else we provided ourselves, znd generally in such abun-
dance that an army might have feasted on what we left in cemp as we marched
! out each morning. I never lived so well since I came into service. But
gince reaching Savennah we have lived very poorly--getting not much over
quarter rations. Although Beauregard called upon the people to harass our
army in front flank & rear during the march and give us no rest night or
day, we pursued our way almost unmolested. Wheeler's Cavelry endeavored
to delay us as much es possible but the gallant little Kilpatrick with his
Division, never faziled to thrash Wheeler &s often as he encountered him,
and thus cleaned the way for our Infantry columns to take their own gail.
As for struggling bands of cavalry harassing our flank, a few trials convince
them of its uselessness. Every Regt had its organized band of mounted
foragers scouring the country right and left, always ready for.a fight
with any hostile party they might encounter. Not & day passed without a
little brush but it did not deley the main columns an instent. As we
approached Sanderville, the foragers of our Brigade ran upon some of
Wheeler's men, but our foragers charged with a yell and took to the town
with a loss of one killed and one wounded. One dead Rebel lay on the streets
and one wounded in a house. One day that I went out foraging I came near
getting into & scrape. A squad of about fifty of us had got ahead of
our advance guard about five miles. As we approached & belt of timber, half
& dozen men mounted on mules galloped in &nd in & few minutes we heard the
crack of muskets and back came a part of them, some without hats, others
without their mules. They had bolted right in upon & Regt. of Rebel
cavelry. We stopped at the edge of the timber and made preparations for
defence if they should come out on us. Other forsgers coming up swelled
our squad to & considerezble force and we advanced cautiously forward through
the timber and across & swamp and fonnd the Rebs gone, but in the swamp
ley ley one of our poor fellows weltering in his blood--dead. In the road
lay a second and further beyond in & house lay a third, all having been
murdered in cold blood after being captured. We burned all the buildinge
in the vicinity.
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We burned the ties and twisted the rails of more than two hundred
miles of reilroad, destroyed millions of dollars worth of cotton and corn,
and carried on & wholesale slaughter of hogs and chickens.

After we established our line eround Savannah we had to endure
& eonstant shelling from the enemy's heavy guns. We took positions on
the line en the 11" and on the night of th 20th the Rebels evacuated and
we entered the following morning. We found their cannon standing in
their places at the embrasures in the same positions they had been fired
last. They were spiked but in so imperfect & manner that a few hours
labor put them all in good order. Everything else was uninjured. They
had evidently left in &z very great hurry, teking only what they could
carry with them, and only two light batteries. 411 the remainder of their
stores and guns fell into our possession. The number of cannon is estimated
to number from 150 to 200. 4 great many of the Rebs didn't evacuate and
many others who did, are returning daily.

The principal Savannah paper contained an address to the people
of Savannsh the morning after the Rebel Army evacuated. It strikes one.
as being.remarkably mild for a fire eater. The Editor advised the citizen
to submit peaceably and trust to the generosity of a magnanimous foe.
“Yome of our people he says have & misteken notion that Gen. Sherman will
drive them from their homes as he done from Atlanta. Shermzn could not
feed the citizens and his army and therefore could not do otherwise.

I telked with citizens in the city today and they say the Wheeler's
Cavalry are z band of thieves and robbers. That they done more damage when
leaving the city than our army when it entered. They broke open stores
- and carries away watches, jewelry and Whatever was worth taking. They would
have burned the city had it not been for the efforts of the citizens.

TR T s e g

We expect to start on another campaign in & few days. A1l in good
epirits and anxious for it.

I have not heard a word from you yet nor from the money I sent
you. Please write as soon &s you can.

Given my love to all.
Yours Affectionately,
Lyman

Direct to
Savannah, Ga.
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