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E— DonaZia LA/ 24
O —— AL goﬁ BAasch
b. Feb £6, 1861 Hiekorysilains, Ark. =27 37 (U, CUJ&Et@@ﬂ
m. Dee. £4, 1891 Cllloasllls, T
739017
¥erried to Iremes Blair

. Hiekory FPleins, Ark

Children

Semuel Ld4wsrd Thomes
b. ¥May 21, 1895, Jied 1808.
John Williem Thonas
b. Feb, 13, 1896
Sewitt Cursler Thomas
b, ¥Feb. 14, 1600
Veden Waddy Thomes

b. Nov, £, 1902

Jazee Fhilip Thomas
b. Feb, 20, 1906

Jeohp #illiex Thomas
bo S.jt 16. m&SODQuthln.ldb Hay 9. 193‘5

m. Lens Mey Hrown , Jen. 27, 1802...000s.00.8. Fob, 8, 1902 lat wife
R basBine 18iE

2. Linnle Brown, b. Dee. 23, 1877--4. Feb. &, 1960

1. ¥srgarst pligebeth Thomes...b. Jen. 30, 1909~-m, Williem N, Herris,
Peb, £5, 19043 in Memphis, Shelby County, Tennessee,

8. AMnonie &lizebsth Hﬁrrl'g esebe Nov, 13. 1944,
b, Hm hlice Harrig.cocsseesosde :“.1y 15. 1947.
£. Linnie 3u¢ ThomeS.osccessseBs Nov. 83, 1910~--m. Eths]l Ldson MeKenzie
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#¥attie Therese ThomsE . « o B M&a 81’ 1859. n., Fed. 18. 1885..4, a?" r

:Qh.ﬁ M’i“‘ le‘r..b. r&b- 18. 1855. B hbo 12. 1885. -‘.. &pr. 25. 191‘

1. Bsetries oﬂrﬂlsrtoho gﬂﬁo 15. 1805 . e 011“81“ &n’ Piper.
Dec, 30, 1918. Oliver Ferry Piper wes borm Hov. 23, 1801 ¢

2. Johs Weltor Oursler,.b. Hov., 3, 1388--a. ¥ary Short, Jume 25, 191z,
8, farths Thores Ourslsr..b. Jee. 31, 1921.

3¢ Willfam Waddy Oursler..b. July £06, 1838,.m. Cerolyn ¥Mitehsll,
Sept. 10, 182:.

&e #il1lian Waddy Oursler, dr.,..b. July 12, 1628.

Mary Theresa umn (Puss) o
b, July 3, 1840 "-53"-’/

&, Spturday befare smster 1972, 3 "

m. Carson Devis (O u;&f’y

1. Zward ¥, Davie
2. lee Carson Darvis

S« Mary Susen Davis .
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[ Fend Stephens, Ark., June )8, 1897.

¥r., 7§, E., Thoaese,
Dear 8iri-

I ex Just in reesipt of a letter from Judge J. S. Thomes
imciulding yourc of 15th Imst. meking imguiries ebout the Co, & Reg. to
whieh your Breve and gelleant soldier fsther belonged ete., end ir es much
es I ae ebout the exly men livirns, save ome or two of whom I heve lo=t
sight, thot esn give & scmplete history of your father from the time he
entered the army until his desth, I feel that you would eppreelsate e
personal letter from me over my owe signature, and I hsve thus written
your uncle Jim.

Our Compeny was foraed et Hiekory Plein sbout the 2Ppd of Februsry 13882 A M.
Reipharht Capt. Dr. W. L. ¥oore 1lst lieut, your fsther gné lieut,

We wsre mustered into service Mereh 13th 18628 at Jacksompart, Ark. by
¥ajor., Heskell of Oolumbis, 5. C., who was still living & short time

einse at Columnbia.

From Jeeksonport we moved tc Poehahontss, Ark. & with seversl other soupe-
anies weras inm drill eamp under Uspt. Turnbull, efterwsrds Col, ¢ Reg,

Sons time about the first of April we took boat sent to Memphis where we
ware encemped severel deys in the mud, e few ysrds east &f the Memphis

and C, fhp@t on the 'm‘ of the R- R.

Shortly after we went to CGorinth sné went into eamp just south of the R, R,
about 2 miles wert of town; end then Jolmed the E23th Ark. Reg. ours

being Co. C. (solor eompeny) Rev., B. G, Johnson wes Col. but & fev daxys

e general erder, ordering re~orgenizetion of ell eompenies and regiments,
our regiment re-orgenized the evening before the reguler bsttls of
Permington, and durinmg the exeitement of hesvy pleket firing in front of
us nesr Fermington through rescelity & triekery Turnbull was msde our

Col. Your fether wes eleeted Cspt. of Co. C, B2 mppointed me arderly
Sergt. of the Co. we were werm personcl friends enld msssed together. The
morning after the bsttle I wes 2o very sick I wes sent to the Hospitsl

et Grepsds, Miss. where I wes denzerously sick for severasl weeks, In the
meen tinme our troops had evecuated Cerinth and I returned to them et

Tupsle where I found your father and his nagro'dos both dengerously sick.

I end cur Reglmentel sergeon went to Gen. Vendorn end got orders for an
ambulence and driver-l finslly sucocaded in getting e fanily to tels

them In after driving sbout 9 miles eenst ar.%xpela penar Richmond., I got a
Dr, for them, Joe dled that night. ¥ went vie Mobile end Atlante te
Chettanocoge & your fether returned to us either et Chsttenooge or lLouden,
and took eomnend of the Co. We then went to Enoxvilie & from thence vis
Rogers Gap. 10 miles to Cunberland Gep inKy. surprised snd eaptured a 1itt lc
gerrison at Berbourville thenee to Cumberlend ford where we had the fedsrel
Gen'l Korgan hemied in the Gap severel deys. It wes 9 deays before our
wagon train resched Cuzberlend ford, the last six dsys of which time we
lived entirely on grsen ¢orn, we thsn moved out eerces Big Hill Mountein
with ths rest of Kirby Smith's troops and fought the battle of Rielmond, Ky.
Aug. 31st,(Sundey) from thenes to lexington, Cynthe Annis, Georgetown end
on to Covington just oppositeCinn. where we lay B3 3 days sesring the
Yankee army, whieh pumbsred 4 to our 1} nearly tc death, thence we fell
beek to Isxinston, ¥r. Sterling, Frankfort & Selvise, thenes to lLewrenced
burg where our sarps engeged seversl hundred yankees,



P ——

R LT o p———

Ko. 2
de Wo ?hﬂﬂﬂs' Cont'd i
The Gay Bragg's ecrps fought ths bettle of Perryville we rejolnsd Brege
Hsrrocsburg where we took cut ths lipe eof retrest out of Ky, fighting ent
skirmishing from the rear every dey 'till Oet. 25th. Our eomiand eempad
at Cuaberlsnd in the heaviest end meverest snow storm I ever witnessed,
thenes to Loudon, Chettancogs end ecross the mountalin where we esmped gt
¥Yenchester. Soms time in Dee. in another snowstorm, that evenine while
ero-sing ths mountelns Cept. Thoses polnted out Winehester to our right &
teld me all sbout the happy sehool dsys he hed spent there, During the X
Imes Hollldays we were in Xswp nesr Reldyville 11 miles from Murfreesbore
& on Sundsy night before tha great battle the long roll best at 10
0'elock, and notwitheisnding & ecld drenehing rain wes felling we merched
to Murfreesboro that morming through the mud end slush, goinz into 1/2
=ils east of town upon the Lebenon Pike, On the evening of Dee. 30th
there was & little fighting over to the K, K, of torvn aeross Stone river
our eoxmand was ordered toc re-snforee the left wing, that evening, which
ws did by breekinz the ices & wading Stone river, Several of our men were
wounded thet evening & night by the Yankee bombshells while lyine im
line upon the frozen ground without fires, The next moraing Just at dey-
light we eharged s Yankee bsttery and eaptured it., Rev, Ermuond Capt, of
a coaparny froa Benton Just to the left of our Co. was killed in the ghsre
A fev minutes dfter, while pursulng the fleeing Federels Just baseck of =
ferm house neer s alsy hole & I think an cléd briek ysrd, sty scme 1/2 or
g€ miles N, W, of town your fathsr remsrked tome as I dropped on my knees
to re-load “Cane aheed 0ld fellow we sre driving them", When I loeded end
¢ame up our eommend was reformins in greast econfusion. I then learned that
the Cept. haé been killed in 2 fer feet o7 where he hed spoken to ms,
Oeo. Powsll hed seken his sesber in order to save it for your brother KAEX
Som, as your festher hsd requested the nizht before. It seema thet he hed
& presentiment that he would be killed Just before he mude the fatal
cturge heremerked, "Garner I dont know how it is with you, but I have juet
hed e strenze dreem about my wife end children & i1 feel thrt this is my
lust fight". Be had not more than finished ths reaasrk when order esme, ®
"Forward march, ehrrge bevonets.” I being orderly sergantf.:y position was
&t the head of th= eoapany, he belng the esuwnander at my right, Lste thrt
svening Dee. 3lgg in the lest mharge where we hsd turned the Federsl
rizht wing, nll of e sudden ws in 10 er 15 fesat of their re-inforeements
messed in the diteh of the Frenklinm Pike, Gso, Powell & hundreds of otherm
were killed there. It wees our time to run. I wes wounded and ordered to
the reer, pessed by end exsmined Capt, Thomss who was lying cold snd stify
in e puddile of his own frozen dlood; the ball entering one side of the
nack, soning out kkx at the other, severinc the arteries. Whem I resched
the peint from which I stsrted thet morning I found sbout 50 men slightly
wounted around s eemp fire. All night long the embulence end litter bsarer
were bearing the wounded by to the field hospitel neasr us in the old
ZeCullough farm house. I got cnc of the drivers, whe belonged to our
reginent to bring Cept. Thomes' ecorpse beok to our esmp fire., The mext
dey Jan'y lat. 1863 not beinz eble to procure e coffin or ever plank far
BX e box of eny kind, I and Yon Sterly end scme one else of our Co. & John
Locksy of Cept. Heamibnd's Co., who efterwerds lont en earm and is NEi¥ now
licing in Greptlee proeured sn smbulance took your fethe and Cspt. Hermoftd
& short distenee to the MeCullough femily greveyerd & the boys, though
all slightly wounded dug & deep wide greve in the S, E, sorner of the
greveyard, smidst the Welnut & Looust trees where im which plaeed two a8
and gallent Christimn soldiers as sver led s ehsrge or was ever wrapped
in e soldier's blenket.
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J. %o Thouag, oon~'d.

I, not being sble to wslk sat by a fire & earved with my knife eseh one's
peme on herd seaconed piles=s ef @ek plank & pleesd them st their reapeet-
ive herdu, Afver the greve had been filled trusting to meot in a betier
prighter warld after the roll X£€ of the gkles, whieh at best will de but
g fev short fleeting yeers. I have been thus minute and tedlious in this
eonaunienrtion that in your future trevele ern ssy * My fether marehed
slonz here end fought here®™. & should you ever go to Murfsesboro you een
go 4o the MeCullough greveyerd end sten over his seecred dust. I think
there was a small persiauon or mulberry trec nser the heart of the grave,
Another reeson for thie long letter I know you never looked upon your
fether's menly form you heving been barn after he entered the aray,

Bsfore elosing sllow me to ask what hes beeome of your Mother, Hettie
& den?

The frienl of your fether & his ehildren,
(¥. &, Garner)

. 3. The £5th Reg. belongsd to Churchill's Brig. MeCorven's Division
gt the time your father woe killed it wao Moleir's Brig. Huffstedler
eoxaanding the Heg, he wes killed afterwerds at Ressooa, Ge. At the
finel surrender at Oreen=boro, M., C., it wes Gen'l D, H, Reynol's' Brig.
¥Wolthal's Division,

Mr. J. 4, Ourpler, father of Dr. J, W. Oursler of Humboldt, Tenn, And
r. ®, ¥, Gurcler, of Memphi=, Tenn.elso ¥Mrs, Perry Piper, Colliervills,
Tenn. hed no brothers.

=

Kobert end Riehard Oursler, both fell et Battle of Gettysburg, Tenn.
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Coov Stephen=s, Ark., June 18, 1897.

l&!‘. ;g H. m(}!ﬂﬁﬂ. -
Dear Siri- ’

I am Just in reesipt ef a letter from Judge J. S. Thomes
imcluding yours of 15th Imst. meking Iimguiries sbout the Co, & Reg. to
whieh your breve end gallant soldier father Belonszed ete., end ir &g much
gt I sz ebout the enly men living, save ome or tvwo of whom I havs loss
sight, that esn give s ecmplete history of your father from the time he
entered the army until his desth, I feel that you would esppreeists e
personal letter from me cover my own signature, and I have tdus written
your uncle Jim.

Cur Compeny was foraed et Hieckory Plein ebout the 2P°nd of Februsary 1382 AM,
Reinharhs Cent. Or. W. L. ¥oare lst lieut, your fether 2nd Lieut.

We were amustered into service March 13th 1882 at Jecksompart, Ark, by
Major. Haskell of Coluabis, S, C., who was still living e short tims

‘simse &t Columbla, :

¥rom Jeckscnport we aoved to Poechshontes, Ark. & with several other sompe-
anies wera in drill eamp unéer Capt. Turnbull, efterwards Col. o Reg,
Sene time aboul the first of April we took boast sent to Hemphis where we
wars encempad severesl deys in the mud, & few yards east &f the Memphis
end C, Depot on the side of the R, R,
Shortly after we wont to Corinth and went into eamp Just south of the R, R,
about 2 miles weet of town; and thenm Joined the E5th Ark. Reg. ours
being Co. C. (solar eompeny) Rev. B. G, Johnson wes Col. but a fev dags
a genarzl order, ordering re-orgenizetlion of ell eompenies and regizments,
our repiment re-crgenized the evening before the reguler bettls of
Peraington, and during ths excitement of heevy pleket firinmg in front of |
us nesr Fermingtcn through rescellty & triekery Turrnbull was made our ‘\
Col. Your fsther wee eleeted Cept. of Co. C. B2 appointed me &rderly \
Sergt. of the Co. we were warm personcl friends end msssed together, The |\
morning after the bettle I was mo very slok I was sent to the Hospital '
et Grenada, Miss. where I wes danzerously sick for severel weeks, Im the
mesn time our troops had evascuated Corinth and I returned to them et
Tupele where I found your fether and his negro-doc both dengerously sick.
I end our Keglmentsl sergeon went to Gen. Vandorn end got orders for an
ambulence end driver~l finally sucocsded in getting e fanily to teks
them in after drivipg about 9 miles eest of Tunelo neer Righmond. I got a
Dr, for them, Joe dled thet night, ¥s went vie Moblils end Atlente teo
Chattanocoge & your fether returned to us elther st Chettanoogea or Louden,
and took eomiend of the Co. We then went to Enoxvilie & from thence vis _
Reozsrs OGap. 10 miles to Cuzberland Gep inKy., rurprised snd eaptured a 1litt le
gerrisan at Berbcurville theanee to Cumberlend ford where we had the fedarel
Gen'l Morzen hemieé in the Gap severel deys. It wes O deys before our
wagon trrin reeched Cuaberlend ford, the last six deys of which time we
livsd entirely on grsen sorn, we thsn moved out eerces Big Hill Mountein
th ths rest of Kirby Smith's troops end fouzht the buttle of Riecbmond, Ky.
Aug. 31st,(Sundey) froa thsnes to lexingtor, Cynthe Annie, Georgetown and
on to Covington Just oppositeCinn. where we lay B3 5 days soering the
Yankee ermy, whiek mumbsred 4 to our 1} nearly to desth, thence we fall
beek to lexinston, ¥r. Sterling, Frankfort & Selvisa, thenss to Lawrence:
burg where our earps enzegsd severasl hundred yankses,
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Ho. 2
J. ¥. Thomss, Cont'd ;
The day Brsgg's eorps fought the betils of Perryrvills we rejolned Brags #
rroasburg where we took cut ths line of retrsal oul of Ey. fighting and
skiraishing freca the renr every dey 't111 Oet, 25th. Car ecwiand gexmped
gt Cumberlspd in the hseviest end asverest sna storm I ever witnessed,
thenoees to Loudon, Chettanccgs and sercas the mocuntaln where w camped &t
Yeanch~ster. Scms time in Dese. $n another sacwstcrm, that evenine while
eroseing ths mountelns Cupt. Thoees pointed out Winshestsr to cur right &
told me all ebout thz happy schocl deys he hed spent thersz, Durlng tha Xl
Xmes Hollidays we wers in Xswy nssr Reidyville 11 miles from Murfrsesbore
& on 3undsy nizht befors tha greet bettle the lonz roll best at 10
O'elock, and notwithstanding e ecld drenshing raln was frlling we mershed
to Murfrsesboro that morning through the mud snd slush, going into 1/2
=1ls east of town upon the ILebenon Pike, On the evening of Dee. 30th
there was & little fizhting over to the N, ¥. of towvn aercas Stone river
our soumand was ordered to re-snfcree the left wing, $hat evaning, whiech
ws did by dreekinz the lcez & wading Stone river, Several of our man were
wounded thet evening & night by the Ienkse bombszhells while lyine in
lin= upon the frozsn ground without fires, The next moranine Just at dey-
lizht we eharged & Yenkee bettery and eaptured it. Rev, Ermmond Capt, o
a coapany froca Benton Just to the left of ocur Co, wes killed in the ghors
A fer minutes After, while pursulne the flesing Federsels Just besck of =a
farm house neer & alzy hols & I think an old briek yard, sty scme 1/2 or
2 miles N, W, of town your father reasrked tome as I droppsd on my kmses
%0 ra-load "Cana mhesd 0ld fellow we are driving then”, When I losded end
came up our eomuend wes reformins in great confusion. I then learned thet
the Cept. haé been k!lled in a fev feet ©7 where he hed spoken to ms.
Oeo, Powsll had Scksn hi= seber in order to sasve it for your trother X&gi
Sem, as your frther hsd requected ths night before. It seems thet hs hed
8 presentiment that he would be killed Just before he medc the fatal
cherge heremerked, "Jarner I dont know how it is with you, dbut I have Juet
hed e sirsnze dreem about my wife and ochildren & 1 feel thrt this s my
last fight™. Be had pot more than finished ths rezanrk when order esame, ®
"Fcrward march, eharce bevonets.” I being crderly sergent/ay pcsition was
et the heac of the eoapeny, he bsing the eswnander at my right. Lste th-t
svenins Deo. 312% in the lrst mharge whare we had turnsd the Pederal
rizht ving, ©ll of & suddizn ws in 10 or 15 fe=2t of their re-inforcements
mesced 1n the ditech of the Frenklin Pike., Geo. Powell & hundreds of cther
were kKllled there. It wee our time teo run. I was wounded and ordsred to
the rear, pessed by end exrmined Cept. Thomas who was lying cold end stifY
in e pudile of his own frozen dlocd; the ball entering one slde of the
nsck, eonlnz out x¥x at the cther, sevaring the sarterices. When I rsnrched
ths pelnt from which I started thet morning I found about 50 =men slizhtly
wounced around s eemp fire. All nizkt lorg the smbulance end litter beerer
wers bssring the wocunded by to the fisld hospitsl near us in the old
2cCullough fara houze. I got cnc of the drivers, whc belongeé to our
regilaent to bring Crpt. Thoues'! corpse beeck to our cump fire, The pext
day Jan'y lst. 136% not being mbls to proeure e coffin or ever plank for
BX e box of eny kind, I and Yon Sterly end scme one else of our Co. & John
Locksy of Capt. Hemmbnd's Co., who efterwerdz loot en erm and is HEM now
licing in Grentlse proeured en smbulance tock your fethe and Cnpt. Heermofid
a short distenee to the MeCullough f=mily greveyerd & the boys, though
all slightly woundsd dug & deep wide grsve in the S, &, eorner of the
greveyard, amidst the Welnut & Looust trees where in which plsced two as
end gallent Christisn scldisrs as ever led & eharze or wes ever wrapnad
in e soldiar's blenket.




Tt i 1 A B ko e+ e .

No. D

' J, %« Thomas, oon-'d.

I, not bﬁin& able to wslk set by a firc & earved with my knife eseh one's
pa1e on herd seacsoned pies=s of Q@ak plank & placed them at thelr respset-

i 4ve heedu, Afver the greve had been filled trusting to meet in m better

prighter warld after the roll Zd of the gkles, whieh at best will de but

;! g few Bhort fleeting yesrs. I have been thus minute and tedlous in this

eczauniertion that in your future trevels asn ssy ® My fether merehesd
glong here end fouzht here®. & should you ever go to Murfeesdboro you esn
go o the MeSuilauzh greveysrd end sten over his seered dust. I think
thers was a sanll persiazon or mulbsrry tree nsar the heart of the grave.
Anothsr reeson for this long letter I know you never locksd upon your
fethsr's manly fora you havins been barn after he entered the army,

Bsforuv ¢losing sllow me to ask what bes beecme of your Nother, Hattie
& Sem?% :

The friend of your fether & his ehildren,
(¥. &, Garner)

¥. 3. The £5th Reg. bslonged to Churchill's Brig. HeCorvsen's Division
at the time your frother wze killed it wrz Molisir's Prig. Buffstedler
eorasncing the Heg, he wes killed afterwerds at Hesscoa, 8e. At ths
f£inel surrendsr at Oreensboro, . C. it wes Gen'l I, H, Reynol's Rrig.
Walthal's Division,

Hr, J. %. Ourpler, father of Dr. 4, W. Oursler of Humboldt, Tenn. And
r, %, ¥, Qursler, of Meumphie, Tenn.elso ¥rs, Perry Piper, Colliervills,

Tenn. hea no brothers.
hobart and Riehard Qurslisr, both fell at Battle of Gettysburg, Tenn,





