Oh! it was during the heat of that severe contest,
that I thought how insignificant we poor worms of the dust
are, and upon what a slender, slender thread our lives are
hanging. Men hardy and well like myself were cut down quick
as thought, and their souls launched into the broad dark
ocean of eternity. Our regiment carried two hundred and
eighty into action and came out with fifty eight. I came
out safe and that was all. One ball struck my sword,
another passalthrough my coat collar and another through the
leg of my boot. I hate the latter as shoes are so high.

In the grand charge of Breckenridges Division upon
Friday evening, our regiment having sustained such a loss
and having acted so well in the former charges, was placed
in the rear of the rest, in order to rally them if they
fell back. We sustained our name, with but little loss. Our
retreat from Murfreesboro was conducted well and our men
are ready and willing to again meet the invaders and prove
to their sorrow again that the "stars and bars," shall
never be disgraced by Southern cowardice nor allowed to
trail on Southern soil.

Tullahoma is a neat little village and used to have
several very interesting ladies in it, but the immense army
that we have around here, has crowded them all out of town.

I say interesting young ladies; I mean to some folks, but
as for myself, have no use for any person in Tennessee. I
hate the state, the institutions and the people and really
feel as if I am fighting for the Yankee side when I raise
my arm in defense of Tennessee soil. Our army must soon be
taken away from here or they will be demoralized. The
Tennessee papers do nothing, but exalt their own troops,
and it has caused an alienation between the troops of the
Gulf and the Border States that may grow into something
serious; unless the paper is torn to pieces and its types,
scattered to the four winds of Heaven. You have no idea
how sincerely I wish I was in old Summerfield again; not
that I love the old place, but long to see some of my old,
true friends once more. Worlds would I give if I could see
you one hour. What mysteries might not be explained.

I have not seen Col Montgomery. He gave your letter
to a young Captain of our Regiment and told him to tell me,
that the writer of that note, had grown to be one of the
most beautiful girls he ever saw. I intend to call on him
soon and have a full description of you in every
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particular. It affords such a pleasure to converse with
one who knows and esteems you, but causes me to regret much
some acts of the past.

I have not had an opportunity of writing to John yet.
About the time I thought of sending him a volume of
incidents, they sent me out in line of battle and I have
not been about to find out where he is now. I will,
however, write to hm as soon as I can find out the bivouac
of his company. These cavalry men run so when they hear a
gun, that I expect a letter will be more apt to reach him
in Huntsville or Chattanooga, than any other place.

In conclusion, dear friend, I beg you to excuse this
letter. It is snowing very hard, my hands are cold and I
have no other table to write upon except my knee. Goodbye.

Write soon to

Your friend,

J. Morgan Smith
Direct to Tullahoma.
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Cams 32nd Re¥. Ala. Vol.
TJullzshomzsy Ténn.
Jsnuary 17 1843

tiiss Kstie I,

Nid T nol zrrreciale one line of gour writinds more
than I do = raZe of mu owns I would be et 8 loss whether to
wrile aZsins hul wour notes so unassumings 15 prized more
then 2 lonz letter from enw one else and I feel uwou sre
Juetlu entitled to =z rerlu. Your dentle recuest "urite
soons" shall be comrlied withy and if my poor lettlers will
sfford any rlessure Lo mu old friends I will tire her with
descrirlions off camr life s 35 that is the only Lhing we
Know of in thisz world of Bras=e,

We have had & lardge snd bhloods contest since I last
wrole. On Sundzy the 28th lec.s Lhe news Lhat the enemay had
al lzsil rezched in two or three miles of uss caused our
whole srmx Lo be rlaced hore-de-combal. In this rosition -

with but fe
rickels firing 21l the time. On Tuesday the battle
commenced in esrnest by the enemu attacking our left flank.
Thes foughl wells but could not overcome our stubborn

resictence. Our brigade occuried the exlrene r@ﬁht n? the
shu every oods. We were therefore not in the first daus

fisht. Wednesdsus houwevers made ur for both dasus. There was
one rosition of Lhe enems= that had been chanded lwice by
ocul mens but with no sveils =nd Generasl Adams - (our
Brigzdier Gen) thinking thast his bridade could "move
mountsins and stor streasms™ sent word to Gen Braggs that if
he would send snolher bridade Lo hold our positions Lhal he
would tzke the stronshold then held by the Yankees. Gen
Brzgg cenl for us and we slarted on our mission of death.
Throush 2 shower of drares shell and canisler - so Lerrible
that ils rerslle! is not Known in the history of warfare -
our brave lillle band worked sleadily across an oren fields
while men were fglling al everu sler. Soon we reached Lhe
rlace now Known 3s the slaughter rens when bolh sides

turned loose with their rifles and such a fire can scarcely
be imadined, much less described. Our single bridade
contended agzinsl four brigades of the YanKees and
sevenleen rieces of artilleru. Of course we could notl
conauer thoush we charged in fifluy uvarde af thom snd had
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s Lhouzhts and their souls lasunched intoc the brosd dark
ccean of elernitu, Our reziment cerried two hundred and
eighis inlo asction and came out with fiftu eighi, I came
oul szfe and lhat was 21!, One hall struck my swords
anolher rasz through me cost collsr and another throush the
leg of @2 bool. I hale the latter as shoes sre so hish.

In Lthe grend cherse of BrecKenridgec Division uron
frides evenings our regiment having susizined such 3 loss
end hevins acled so well in the former chardess wss rlaced
in the rear of the recits in order Lo ralle them if theu
fell back. We sustained our names wilth but litile loss. Our
retrest from Murfreeshoro was conducted well and our men
sre resds and willing to 2dszin meet ihe invaders and erove
to iheir sorrow zsein thet Lthe "slars and barss® shsll
never be dissraced by Sputhern cowsrdice nor he allowed to
trsil on Southern soil,

Tullchomz iz 2 neal little villsse and used to have
severel very inleresting ladies in ils but the immense aras
thel we have sround heres has crowded them 31l out of town.

I sa2 inlerestins voung ladiess I wesn to some folkes but
gz for muszelfs have no use for ans rerson in Tennessee, I
hete the ststes the instilulions and the reorle and really
feel 55 if I am fightins for the YanKee side when I raise
me 2rm in defense of Tennessee soil. Our armye must soon be
tzken swsz from here or theu will be demorazlized. The
Tennecssee rerers do nolhing but exall Lheir own Lroorss and
il hes csuzed an slienslion between the iroors of the sulf
and the border states that mu srow into something seriouss
unless Llhe rarer is torn lo rieces and turesy
scattered to the four winds of Hesven. You have no idez
how sincereluy I wih I wae in old Summerfield agsins notl
that I love the old rlsces but londg Lo see some of my old,
true friends once more. Worlds would I give if I could see
vou one hour. What musteries might nol be exrlained.



I saw Mclaske - (the woung rrezcher who uou reccollect used
Lo g0 to school with me) not lond aso. He was under s
sirong duard snd harrenins to see me sent for me. AL first
I did nol Know hims he was so black and dirtw and I had no
idez of seeind him in Lhe condition he was. I asKed him
whal he was under duard for and he said that he had Joined
our armys bul in fighting for us he felt as if he was doins
wronds Lhal it wass against his conscience snd he endeavored
Lo a3ke his escere Lo the Yenkees but was causght by fur
rickels and brought back. He was to be couri-martisled and
in 31l probabilits will be shot. I feltl veru sorru for the
roor fellowi Lold hims howevers 1 disarrroved of his
conduct and thoush I had sworn never to zid or sbel anu of
the enemies of my countrus still ss he looKed so hundgry and
for Lhe mewory of olher dauss I would give him five dollars
to purchese some food. His eses filled with ilearss and he
only said: "God bless wou and usours” and turned off, I have
nol heard from him since.

Atlanla Feb: 21s 1864 _
I remesber Mclasks well. He was & fine fellow at school and
was studuing for Lthe Ministru.



I hed quite & romantic little sdventure 2 few daus
2g0. Mr. Abrzws - = friend of mine - ran off with Miss
Immel and gol married. Muselfs Col. Josses and Judde
Lochrane were the only wiitnessess After the marriade th&““*
went to the brides mother and she received thes very ™
Kindle. Come to find cut thew had never asked her
rersission excerl once and then she in 2 laughind la_n_ﬁe'r‘“"
told them ther were Loo uouns. After eversthindg was “-"
reconciled =l home - 2 disaprointed and enrased !Bvbr“‘het“‘"
Abramz and soon words came to blows. Abrams s him'"
slishtls in the side and he cul @ CGASH in WA _ltmfth_so"‘
badly he will not be =ble to Kiss his bride in two weeks., ™"~
Abramz haz = book in rpress now. I will send hou 3 cory in B~
few daus. I resd il in Manuscrirt and it is tmls tolerable" e
but will! do Yo rpaecs 2 few hours =zuwauv.

AuvG2e, TCt

Maco— G
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