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STATE OF ALABAMA
DEPARTMENT OF ARCHIVES AND HISTORY

A1 S Public Services
Mailing Address: P. O. Box 300100 School Tours
il Retervnce Room

y Ficld Services
Special Colleetions
Government Records
Seate Records Center
FAX

EDwIN C. BRIDGES, Pht)
DIRECTOR

18 September 1997

HISTORIAN

STONES RIVER NATIONAL BATTLEFIELD
ROUTE 10 OLD NASHVILLE HWY

PO BOX 495

MURFREESBORO TN 37130

Dear sir:

———
As was promised when I came by in July, I am enclosing coﬁgg of The fetters of Reuben Martin
Searcy, Licutenant in Co. F, 34th Alabama Infantry. The ones enclosed contain information
about the Murfreesboro area and the events surrounding his wounding in the battle and his death
in January in the town. [ also found his grave in the old Presbyterian Cemetery and enclose a
photo for your file. I can’t wait to come back this winter and do more research. I only hope that
the development won’t have ruined views across the battlefield by then. 1 expressed my outrage
in a kind way to the editor of the Murfreesboro paper about all the water and sewer lines that
crossed the battleficld and the development signs that have cropped up. Will I ever see the cedar
woads and moss covered ground again? Thanks for all you do.

Sincerely,

1

Ken Tilley
Reference Archivist

624 WASHINGTON AVENUE * MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA 36130-0100 Dircctor’s Office  334-242-4441

Administrative Services  242-4361

242-4363
2424564
242-4435
242-4437
242-4|52
142.4452
2424306
240-3433
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Saltillo
Saltillo
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Unit moved out

Difficult march on dusty roads

sick, Bragg reviewed division

men in high spirits, expect move to Tenn.

prapares to leave

34th departs for Chattanooga by train
Reuben leaves for Rome by wagon

(Reuben arrived home in Tuscaloosa Aug. 7 and left on Aug. 12)
Talladega, Ala.
LaFayette, Ga.
LaFayette
LaFayette
Chattancoga
Chattanooga

below Sparta, Tenn.

10. July 6
. July Y
12. July 18
13, July 24
14. July 30
5. Jady 31
16. Aug. 18
17. Aug. 26
L8 Bue %7
19. Aug. 31
20, Fen. 3
21. Sep. 5
22. Sep. 12
23. Sep. 13
24. Sep. 28
25 Sep. 24
26 Oet
20 Nl
28 Now. ¢
29. Nov

30. Hov. 28
Jl Pee. 5
32. Dee, 12
335 Do, 08
34 Bec. 26
(R. M.
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near Bardstown, Ky.

near Bardstown
10 ma,
Bridgeport, Ala.
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Murfreesboro
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With wagon train

Tells about trip across Alabama

Left behind because of illness
Prepares to leave to find regt.

Leaves to join regt. 70 miles away
(same info sent to sister Stella)

Long marching to join regt.

mentions bushwackers attacking cavalry

rich country, Gen. Duncan commanding division
in "one of the richest portions of the Confed."
fr. Knoxville mentions hardships of campaign and snow storm
ol Mibehell Teft ot haspital . Lt. Col Echols

now commands regt. Leaves for Tullahoma, Tenn.
writes journal of previous campaign

in "immense ocak forest near a large spring"

expects Johnson to take cmd. "the soldiers
hail his coming with joyful hearts. They all
hate Gen'l Braggs." Continues journal.

Heavy snow. Col. Mitchell returned Dec. 3
"We were all glad to see him."

Very cold weather. River can be skated on.
Searcy elected 3rd Lieut. in Co. F on Dec. 6.
Examined by a board which was set up to
get rid of incompetent officers. Capt. Ashurst
and Lieut. Wright resigned, leaving Lieut. Rix
in command of Co. F. Describes tent life.
Glad of Johnson's arrival to "take command"
Details Pres. Davis' review of troops.

Visited 41st Ala. regt.

Strongest "bully" contest won by 34th
Had to witness execution of two from 28th Ala.
Regts. consolidated but 34th remains as one
because it has nearly 900 men

Searcy died from wounds on Jan. 7, 1863 at 18 yrs., 9 mo., & 18 days old)
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0. Jan.
Bl Jan.
12. Jan.

bt

g FFAS N o e

artery bare."

PN e S PR R el

bR o R T B R R T SRR SR e b o S S R B Bt e R T

Telegram from brother James T. Searcy, Murfreesboro, Thur. Jan. 1, 1863.
"Reuben dangerously wounded."

. Telegram from James R. Maxwell, Murfreesboro, Sat. Jan 3.

"Reuben is doing as well as possible." Dr. DelLaland attended him.

1, from J.T. Nee=fres.

Seqrc?

The shell that burst near him killed four.
Reuben at home of Mrs. Thompson attended
by Drs. Calih, William Taxey, & Eustis

"I shall stay with him at all hazards."
Wounds look much better, more hopeful

The shell burst over him while he was lying
on his face. Gol. Mitehell wicited, the
whole regt. is concerned. The negro drivers
have visited. Expecting father to arrive.

The army looks as if it will fall back
Dr. Pitts, 34th Ala. surgeon looked at him

"Our dear Reuben died last Wednesday morning
after a week and a night of intense
suffering...We buried him yesterday morning
in the church yard of the old school
Presbyterian church. I have the spot well
marked, A head stone with his name deeply
cut init." Capt. Bickerstaff and Mr. Miller
wounded in Mrs. Thompson's house.

"The enemy have treated us well so far."

14, fr. Gol. H.D. Glayton, 39th Als. Inf.

They were at the house of Mrs. Catherine B.
Thompson, "a two story brick house on the
corner of a block ~about half way between the
C{ourt) H{ouse) and the Baptist female
college."

19, fr. Col. J.C.B. Mitehell, 34th Ala. Inf. at Sheibyville

22

"In him the country has lost a true & gallant
soldier."

letter to Mr. Maxwell telling him his son
and James Searcy are prisoners
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‘| died in Murlreesboro, Iﬂw.'. on the Tth inst,, in
:|.the 19th year” of ‘hia “sge, of al‘wdund whi i he

' Cap.-

“» The yest surgical aidof the .-rm:r was bestow-

| hia bed.uida.

1" The death of young Searcy hoa. e;cned univers

‘| delight of, ifas househdld, beluved by all his sc-

 REUBEN MARTIN SCARCY,,
The Sen of-Dr. R. Seancr, of “Tuacaloosa, nnd
- Lientepantiin.Coptain Ashurstls CGompiuny,in
M{lchel]‘s 341h Regimentof Alabumo V.Iurm,ers

“received’ on ‘the bittle-field, from a shell of tie
enany, on the 30 of lJuLambnr last.

ed upon him. Duct'rs Laland, Fuistia,- Pigte and
others, were ¥ery kind und atientive 1 him. e
war conveyed to the house of Mra, Thompsen,
and received [rom that lady, and othor cinzens uf
Murfreesbaro!, every possiblekindneayand arten-’
tion. , His early snd devr frignd, Jomek T, Max-
wall, w.u kindly sent Ir) his Col: mel {.om (he but-
tie.field to sttend 1w him, and was uil the tine o
tis elder brotbar, Lhonsell boing
hotly engaged in the combni, night and day, |n\
Lumsden's ‘Dawery, did not reer ol his
L}l’uihcr bLIng woupded, lor (wo days afier. lle
was kibdly permitied by Leens, [17 Criblis, comi-
monding, to gu'to his brotherand remasined with
him until his«denth. ‘T'hese 1wo young nien nre
in the hands.of the eneiny, but acting a8 nurses
to our woynded soldiers left in the. Iluapunl and
private huuses in Murfreesbory’, =~ -
sal sympathy in this community. He was the
‘quaintanees, both at hurlm dnd.inulre apmy? . Ile
was [rank, cheer(ul, generous, energatic, coufia.

ing, uuell:genr. lanoroble, peiriotic and hraye, of
the puual moral principles und habitd, - [le'gave
promise of becoming a man of distinction and
usslulneas, >lis educativn was military, he hav-
ing been:a Cadet in the University of Alabgma,
in which institutiun hs maintained a high position.
The nuble boy has Tailen in the grest etrupgle for
the mdependunl_e of his beluved nafive land. [e
died in the confidence of being a dmsuu:. ind
in the hupn of alernal salvation. i
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i Jodt two o! our very best auldlulm

I e e

ribute of: luapeot

fat ot SHE 1] aedan, 14,1863, §y)
At a meLllng of’ the officers ’nhﬁ”ﬁﬂvfg‘?"“qf
Cnmpnny , held" this day, tlie ful|01vintJ¢ ]

lions were bnnn mous[y adopted ; :
" Reaolved,” That in the loss of Lretrraunr R’
M, Seancy and Corrorar A. J. Jounsy, in' the'
Jate Jatile a: Murfreesbore’, the cumpany lma

r.\

* Resgolved, Thot in Lieyr.. SEARCY,_WB have ]
|1ost not only o model officer, whose pride al-'}
luwed no company in the Regiment to excel his
in the drill, hut a young man whose socisl and
| moral hubits had the praise of all his associ:ﬂas
| whose straight-lorward, upright course, and gen-
tlemanly bearing, had won the admiration of all
the field and staff-officers of the Brignde, " ™"
Resolved, Iiat on the bLloody feld of Mur-
lreesboru, no une fell, of equal rank whose abs
seiice will be mioro sineerely regret ed {han that
of Rrupey M. Suance,
+ Resolved, That **he fell at his post”—ihat in
liis eurly fall, thé Conledernio service and the
unumunuz'y in which he might have ‘moved inf;
ldture, lovse vne who bid fuir 1o make one of tha |;
most sprigltly men of "ihe South, a1
tusalved, (by the Seeretary); That if wase
with a Iu:lmg of mournful regret and deepesi |
syrpathy, that .I bore his paor littls suffering;’ls
mangled body, 10 the umbulance 16 be corwéy |
ed 10 tha Hospinal, ']

Resolved, ‘1'hal a copy of these resolu! toné. be.
forwarded to the Tuscalgosa Observer, with™ o
request, that the Editor publish them and forwarll |
{a copy of the eame to the fumily of Lr. ‘SEARCY,
tAlso, a copy’ 1w ihe Captain - (J' Aamr )
rof this cumpuny.

v LIETT. I. L. BAIRD Ch lrl.
L onaE. 8. Recves, Sec'y, S
B gy




