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Canp near v freesboro

Doay Cister, : :
I take this raipy merning to write ycu a few
lines to let ycu I em well. I recé¥wddycur note and pa=-
tor the 128h, I sce it was written the 26th of Jec.
Cn that day we fovrght the battle of XKnob Hountain CGap. 1t
wzs 2 Very rainy disagreentle day, tut onez of vlictory that
f1:11y compensatsd us for the wetting ve got,On Mcnday, wve
erain moved for ¥urfreesboro zZnd in the evening late our adwvancs
hod scme skirmishing with tho zmemimmyr eneuny. © Cn Tvesday
aftar Arying cur clothes we mcved on the enemy, but it set
in raining zgain and ve wore compelled to halé and did not
nove agaln €111 3 P.M. when wo moved forward snd soon en-
gzged the enenmies skirnicshers . . Cur Co. was sent out as
searvanhe s, I+ will not be interesting to give particu-
lars ¢’ £tha battle and 1 will only relate the nart 1 took
in it as pou doubtledgs hsve a full zecount before this of -
all else, Ve were ordersi to drive the rebel skirziskers
out of the woods which we advanced to do 2nd socn were enw.
gaged with them. ‘he drew their fire and then advanced on -
2 Tun. Soo drove them from their hidiing places and fired . -
at them as they ran then tcok trees to lozd. “As soon as ' - - ..:
loaded we again advancaed cn the run in zif zig course so as -
te prevent the retels taking aim. - They fired at us gnd .
rvn again., -We fired at them as they run. “:%¥e kept it up -
ti1l they were driven back to thzir lines. Several bzalls
czma elose to me and  E.F. Walker was killed arnd seversl of .
. the boys vere slightly wounded, - The 15th %Wis. ani the 21st - %
" w2s tien ordered to chargs tha rebel lines, which they 4id. i -
- I with several of cur boys were in front of the 15th as they - -
-eame up we fell into. their lines. The ketel lines were brox- -~
e and.we were poving on in the full tide of victory when we o '
vere opened cn by 3 masiked battery on the right, ..bie were ..~
» ordered to fall pack whick they 414 about 154 ydse =0ur = .7 |
- compe 38 the"line: PelY back, tock up the line of skirmishers - |
and ‘held the ground till aight. ~hussell and I and 8 or 10 .
~of our boys were within 3C yds of the rebel lines which posi-
~ tien we h21d till we had shot all cur cartridges (60 rounds)
+ away. I told the boys we had better fall back om the 15th,
- for them to hold the ground and I would go end bring up some .
releif, 1 vent back to the 15th anl toli the Msj. that wea
vere ocut of gsmmunition and wented him to send some men to re-
lieve us. - Ee called for some to volunteer &5 go and soon
ti:ey were ready. I deployed them and ordered them to advancs
st a3 run ani ksep wmider ccver of the Ireses as wuch as possible
till they gainad the position held by us. Freom the time I Teft
© cover t11l we were relieved the balls flew thick all aortnd
m2. - 1 necesearily had to expose myself in directing the
- movements. Th& balls flew past me on both sides and between
ny 1lzgs apparcntly by the double handful yet ty the Merey of - -
God, nc one was permitted to harm me. We then retired and
got 2 new cupply of gmmurition. Fussell znd one or two others
returred on their own account snd kopt up the fight ti1ll night.
The balarice of the Co. was similarly situvated in front of the




¥ ?1Qt but of them I will not speakx excﬂpu to saj tkey all d14

neir duty most nobly with two or three exceptions. The next
wcvnlng when we were 0Lt11 anked and comnelled to £211 back
in ccnsequence of Cen. Johnstons allowing himself to be sur=
srised, I tried to iischarge ay duty and sfter each stand
fell hehlnq cur forces and formed one in a volunteer line
o“ skirmishers te ccover cvr rear and holl the enemy in check.
1 alied in Iallylrg cur mer ab each of the § stands we made
in that eventful day. I helpedl to limber up Hotchikins bat-~
tery and take 1t orf the fTield whon mearly =11 his horses ware
hilL@i szl he had tut nen enough left to munage but 3 pleces.
Jome of our boys remained with kim thrcughcocut, ani to them
is much o the credit due that we lost none of our guns.
Tussell was close by me when wounded. e gave a little
holleow and kept fighting ani kept with vs till we rallled
when Fo.'. Brown and Lott. Curry tock him to the hospltal.

Lrown was taeken prisomer Cbrry succead2d in m>n1sf hls e*cape_
and joinsd us soon a;ter an:d iii Bcou snrv 3 to ths close of -
the fight. - been

At length after 6 hours hard firhting ia ubﬁch_'e badpiriven
2 miles, '@ had the pleasure of seeing rzinforecanents file into
line. ¥e formed on the right of them. I thlnk this was the

‘happlest mement of my 1liTe. - fiere after a most terrible .con= .

flict of perhaps 1Y minutes the rebels gave wvay, and our aen
charged after them with flxed bayonets, We were not permitted
to join in the pursuit but moved back and got a fresh supply
of amamunition, then woved to ocut postition on the right. I
tcok no farther part in the fight that day though 1 or 2 of

‘our Cos. were engaged in a slight skirdieh about sundown.

I was conslderably exposed and mmry a ‘brave men fell clese Ey'

me yvet I was suffered tc éseape. . .. 1 witnesses a fine vavalry'fl:'

fight just 2t sun down. There were 5 or 6 Fegts. on each

side. It wos 2 most magnificent sight I ever saw. - Qur ea véTfy_ 57
" was victorious. ' We were engaged more or less each day till -~ -
.the eclose of tha- fig it but were in nc genersl engagements but_gi

were skirmishing almost ccnstently to tie xzi close, hhb

"~ notning cf speclisl intsrest cecurred.

Jvring 211 tiis time we lay in linz when not en aged without
fire and west of the time 1t was raining, or cuite “eold,

 freezing pretty hard at night. We suifersd considnrable bﬁt

rot a msn ot sick during the time in our Fagt, notwithstanding

. the expcsure, (n Tvesday after ths fight, we sent ocut bury-
.ing parties. I went out with them thovgh not on the detail,
Col. Carlin gave me pﬂrﬁ1°510n to accomnpany. tly reason for

vaniting to gc was Corv. lime kach wes killed and he was g nelgh-
bour at node and I wished to see him kave as ¢ decent an inter-
rent as possible unier the circumstsnes=s, which I did, = ile was
sliot in the left side under the -rm, the tall cozlng out atout’
ocn= inch to the right of the right nipnlg, killing him in-
stantly. e was shot on the retreat. He hrd partly turned
round an? was in ths sct of firing when he wss stricken down.

- I h=i him buried in a wood near where he fell and placed a

toard at his heal with his name, Co. 2nl egt. carved on it.
I write this for the beneoflt of a“y of his friends wvho may
enquire o: hinm, i

Alfred Dillms=n is =missing. He was preboily taken prison&r.
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I have no morz to adds I am iIn the enjcyment of good health.
I hwcps you are all the s=me. I want you to write socn.
Tell Ann to write I wrote to 3Zoc first because I thought
ycu would sccna t get the word that wsy from ze.  Cilve my
love to all. I will write Jchn snd Ann as scon as I get
nything to vwrite. Give oy love to Sam anl Amanda. Tell
then te write, too.- . I ecan scarcely write to a11 hut
wher 1 do write none of you are forgotten. : i
Give a1y love to Pap and ¥other. Tell the=n Cod hae modt Won-
derfully preserved me thpupBh scenes of danger andi though - .- :
many Zol1 vpuenr my right hend ani upon ny left yet by His .= . .-
hevcv I suffered no harm for which I hope I az not unthankful. = :
i¢ glsc Bave me strength and courzge sufficient for the hour .
o; trial to enable me to discharre =y duty in anount accept-
--atle to uhO“C 1n command for vhich I would thana Bim. in
-:S E 3
Iay Goi Bless and prot“ct vou a 1 13 thn earnﬂ
of yuur affecfinnate brother ;f

thn Pussell




