Camp $hu§idan Dec 21:=t/62
Dear'}&o‘ﬁher

Your letter of the 7th and 10th came to hand on last Thursday snc would
hzve been answered sooner tut, I went on gusrd Fridszy mornins =nd was not
relieved until les! night., I am gflad you think the likeness 2 good one, but
I wish I h-d teken some other position as I dont like it verry well, it is the
position on dress-parsde after seluting the commending of icer. I got the socks
you sent by Lt McKenzie but he did not ret her e for some time after Serg,t Mury
I feel verry much oblired for he socks end allso for your kind thoucht of sending
me five dollars, but as it turned out I did not need it as we have been pzaid for
two months. I sent sorme money te Mr Brice by Serpet Hill with instructions to
let you hzve twenty dollars, which you willplezse accept es a Christmes present.
I em gled to hesr thst you h-ve got Allie andEllie so wellfixed up for winter am
em allwevs gl=d to hesr ever €hing thet is goirg cn at home and you could
scarely write snything th-t woul d not be interesting. I em sorry to hesr thet
you heve to work so herd agein and hope it was not for a verry long time, I
th#nk it is time you and sther would both tske time a little essier anc not woik
so herd., You sey thnt it is just zs I say about Allie trking music lessons, Well
I say take them if she can do it without intérfering with her other studiesor
cenfining her too much. I will vey for it, but I dont want her to h-=ve so éany
studies that it willinterfere with her heslth for I think thatis of more importence
then enything else. 1 wish I was home to help you eat yrur sausage snd other
good things when you butcher. I dont care much about helping to butcher tut
would like to help d- the eazting and yov know I ean meke & full hand et thet
I heve not seen Mr or Mrs Jones or Cla:k for some time and dont know when I
will see them as I dont go to Nashville sny. Billy savs dinner is reedy end I will
have to stop and est it.
Dinner ovecr, we had biscuit bacon Molasses and co fee. I will heveto firnish
this in a hurry as we sre to have In pection at 1 Oclock., There was verry heavy
comnading to our left last nicht ebout 65 O clock but I h-ve not lesrned whet it

wes about, There is not much sipn of a battle tere. I dont think the Rebels will



attack us and dont think we will move for some time yet, We have & verry
good camp end good terts. nearly every tent in our Leg,t hes a stove and
we are getting ellong quite comfortably. The men are well provided fcr in
everythins mut socks since we left Cene Creek. e gret meny of the men have
none atall =n¢ they are so scarce here thzt it is allmost impossitle tc buy
them, Serg,t Murrey died in the Hosvital et Nashville lsst week and it is said
of =z disease contracted whil e on recruiting service and not 2tsll creditcble to
hics characzer.
Everytting ir moving alons here gbout after the same old fasiion and canp
life has got to be such =z monotonous affair thet I cean scarcely find anything
worth writing ebout.
My love to all the family and dont forget to write often.

Yours affectionateiy

John H, Phillips

Comrany D 22nd Eep I11 Infty

Roberts Brigade

Sheridans Division (11th)

Army of the Cumberlend



Bivoulck nezr Murfreesboro

Jen 5/63
Dear Friend

‘hinkinc you would fcel anxious to hear somrthing direct from the 22nd
I embrace the first opportunity of writing I got this sheet of paper from an
artileryman and heve to write with a.very short pencil sittins on my blanket
I shall address this to Mr Brice thinking he would be most likely to be at the
Office first but wish it sent home es ouick as possible The great battle of
Murfreesboro is over md the rebels have schedadled, and I suppose you have heard
of the generzl results so I will confine myself more periculerly to the psrticuk rs
of our Div. We left Camp Sheridan on the 26th Ult end marched out the Nolensvill e
-pike driving the rebels out of the Town, and stovped for the night on a high hill
close to Nolensville it rained nearly all rieht ancé we were not allowed any
fires next dey we marched about four miles end there wss heavy skirmishing and some
canonading in the front it rained very hard end we wre drawn up in line of
battle and marched throurh cornficlds almost knee deep in mud we stopped for tle
nicght in a beech-grove and had plenty of fire-wood of Secesh-reils We stgyed there
all day sunday the 28th and stripped the country for miles eround of forege and
provisions. There are three Divisions ( Davis, Johnson ard Sheridans) in our
Column. Mondsy morning early we marched out and tooR the road leading to
Murfreesboro Davis, Division was in the advance and had a fight with some of
Cheathems forces in the evening &d capetured seversl prisoners. We cemped for
the night about four miles from Murfreesboro it rained all night and we were
lying on the ground with nothing but our bl.nkete early on the morning of the 3Gth
Col Hoberts made us a little speech stating that the 22nd woi 1d be in the advane
that day and we started but we had not rone more than emile when Cos A,B, C, & D
- were sent out as skirmishers - we advanced skirmishing with the enemy untiil
within 1} miies of Mur reesboro — here the fighting was keot up el dey but not
verry heavy - Johnson & Davis' Yivisions were on our right and were wwinging around
toward the town driving the enemy before them and every thing looked bright end

cheering. One Bripade of Sheridans Division captured two pieces of Artilery. The



22nd h d one men (S McAdems) killed and 10 or 12 wounded - none of Co D.

were hurt Afterwzrd, we were nr ched & short distsnce to the rver and slent in

e corn-field in the mud- Early on the morning of the #XX 31st we were to arms
and an order from Gen Sheridan wes read spologising for some hsrd langusge used
toward the 22nd st the time some of Co E, were captured while on vpicket st

Camp Sheridan - he said he feit that he had done grest injustice to a verry
gallant regt. and Heped the pestimight be forgiven and forgotten and complinted
the regt verry highly for their conduct on the dey previous - the firing was verry
heavy on our right and the enemy had driiven one Brigamde of our Div. out of =
piece of timber when Col Koberts rode up and ordered his brigade to charge

and retake it. which they did in gzllent stile bapturing one piece of Artilery
- The 42 led the cherge and the 22nd 51st & 27th supportéd them. It was now
evident that Johnson's & Davis! Divisions were f-lling back anc the rebels

were flanking us, so our Brigade changed position to the Cedar - Grove where

we had been the day previous and ferther to the left- Hoetling' Battery
belonging to Roberts Brigede also changed position - The rebels were now on

our {ront end richt-flenk end we had to chenge front to the right - facing to
where they-wore—-ooming-eoross—the—oern-fieldy-bud we hzd camped the night
before - Our Artilery did great service here driving the rebel columns back three
times while they were coming across the corn-field. tut Bheir amunition

being exhausted encd the rebels pressing us on both sideswe were forced to
retre:st(leaving quite 2 number of our killed and wounded)to the opposite side

of the road where Col Réberts ordered the 22nd to fix bayonets and charge which
they did but were unable to drive them back - here the gellant Roberts fell and
the regt comnletely cut to pieces - our Artilery ceptured and the rebels were
gll around us - it seemed Bor some time thet we would all be killed or captured.
Grape, shell ard bullets were flying sround us thick as hail and retreat was
inpossible Gen Negley rode up and said we would have to cut our way out - so

onipanive?)
we started & perfect mass of confusion end ceme out to the Nashville - pike

which ended the fighting of the 22nd.



The rebels wdvanced tc the pike but were driven beck and their desd and wounded
lay in our camp thet night. Genl Jognsons Division ischarged with the defeat of
the right and it is seid he was surprised in the morning while his Artilery

horses were watering =3 be men e=zting their breskfast Genl Rosecrans saysit was
Sheridans! Division saved the army from a total rout. Genl Sheridan snys thzt
Roberts, Brigade saved hisDiv. - The loss of the 22nd is gréater then other regt
in the 7ight. oh Thursday evening there wes a very hsrd fight on our left and our
army geined a complete victory driving the rebels into their entrerchments The
rebel dead end wounded lay in heaps, it is said, but I did not see the battle-
field, It is said it was the hardest fight of the battle &¢ the canonsding was he
heaviest I ever heserd - on Thursday our ermy put up treast-works and concentrated
behind them and reorgahized our forces - Our Bripade is on the Wect side of the
Nashville pike one half mile from the pike. On Thursday efternoon z body of rebés
were discovered moving through e cornfield in our front we lay down behind our
works end they did not discover our men until within about & hundred yards when
our men ovened a deedly fire on them they broke and fled like a flock of frightemed
sheep without returning the fire and over a2 hundred of them came in snd surrendered
Our men didnot go out at all except to skirmish Yesterdey the rebels evecuatéd
but I have not hesrd how much they were pressed, but Genl Rosecrans cleimed a
comnlete victory, but it does not lock much like s victory to our trigade.

Our men went and buried their dead yesterday evening snd did not find but two of
Co D, dead. Abbot and Pettyjohn. Sergt White, Jogn Alexander end J. K.

Colemsn were thought to be dead but they found Colemen in a Hospital wounded in
the leg and heard that the rebels took all the wounded (who could wzlk) to
Murfreesl:oro. I cant tell wha® our next move will be but hove we will get to

camp soon. We have been out eleven deyswithout terts or shelter and living on
hard bread bacon arcd coffee and not enough of thzt sometimes. There are s greet
many things I would like to write but have not psver. I will send you in this

as correct a stetemernt of the condition of Co D as I can e$ this time.

John E Phillips



Killed, wounded & Missins of 22nd Fegt I1l Infantry Liemt Col Swanwick, wounded
end at Nashville - Capt Gregory Co. G. wounded ard in Nashville - Capt French
Co I wounded in thigh Capt Borneman Co F wounded erd missing Lieut Seishman
Co K wounded & mi-sing Lieut Gellowsy wounded in leg & missing

Co D. 22nd Regt killed and buried by our men Abner Pett§john, 4., C, Abbot

Killed or badly wounded & missing Serit J. P. C. White & John Alexander

Wounded & in our lines Sergant J. B. Pa&ely in ripht arm Alve Stephens in
znkle and zmputated Henry File in the arm-pit M. Hanleyin leg A Bilycae

very slightly in leg & doing duty J. Trammel slight scratch on insiée of thigh
doing duty wounded & missing W. H. Jackson E K sle Fobt Beams (Corpl Color
Guard) Prisoners not wounded Joseph Armstrong &4 McCullan, Supposed to

be stregling inside our lines Kiggpéctrick Killed Wounded & Prisoners of the
22nd reported at 199 which I think is about correct and went into the fight with
350 The rest of our Boys are well and doing finely considering the herd way

we (are) living They are bringing in meat today in ebundence This is a day

of genersl foraging and rejoicing The Roberts Brigade has hed glory in this
bettle if getting killed end wounded is Glory

John H Phillips
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Camp near Murfreesboro Femn
Jen 12th 1863

Deer brother (Pielding)

Your letter was rec,d yesterday. emd I would have answered it immediately but I
have been Werry busy ever since we went into camp here fixirg up and making out
muster rolls and reports. I had it 211 to do myse}f as Lt Galloway who formerly
done the most of the writing was wounded in the b&%tle near Murfreesboro .

Well the grezt battle is over and the 22nd has suffered severely. We were in the
hottest of the fight on the 31st of Dec and lost in killed wounded and missing

20% The loss in Co D was as follows. Killed Anson D Abbott and Abner Pettinjohn,
Wounded Sergt I. P, C. White in the head (died on the 10th Inst) Sergt J. B. Paisley
in the arm, Corp R. Reems in the hip, J. M. Alexander in shoulder, I. N. dblem

in leg Henry File in breast, M Hanley in leg , A Stephens in ankle(foot smputated),
E. Hale slightlyin shoulder, Missing J.N. Jackson, Wm A. Elam, J.H. Armstrong and
N. McCollum, Lt, C.M, Galloway was wounded in the leg. Our wounded ere all
getting along verry well, Lt. Col Ivanwick (?) was wounded and taken prisoner, so
we are now without a field officer. The regt went out en picket yeﬁterday and
could onlyturn out 130 men., We left @amp Sheridan on the 26th of De¢ and marched out
the Nolenville pike about 6 miles South of Nolonville driving the rebs all the way we
then took the Muxfwwwxbwmomm Murfreesboro road and atrived on the line in fromt
of Murfreesboro in the morning of the 30th. Our regt skimished with the enehy

all day an we lost several men wounded. The fight was renewed early on the morning
of the 31st. The attack was first made on Johnsons Division on the extreme right
and it was surprised before they had formed their lines or got the artillery

horses hitched up. Consequently they did not mske much of a fight but retreated in
disorder losing nearly all their artillery and bgggage. Next to Johnson was Davis
Division who were also surprised but not so badly s2s Jognson, Next was Sheridan

and 1n consequence of the Division on the right of us giving way we were flanked
but succeeded in keeping the rebels back #ntil the(y) brought up reinforcements and

we were allmost durrounded, when we fell back, but not without leaving our mark



and loosing many of our brave companions Col. Roberts, Commending our Brigade was

killed ®d the brigade badly used up. But Genl, Rosecrans says Sheri&ans Division

saved the army from a total route by their obstinate fighting. Genls Negly and

. Palmer on our left succeeded in keeping the rebels in check and this ended the

n_second days fight, which was by far the hardedt of the baettle. There was considerable

skirmishing uptil Sunday and on Fridayend Saturdey night verry hard Bighting

in upich our arms were victbrious and on Sunday morning 1t was discovered that

the rebelg we;e‘skgdadling. We are now camped about three miles south of Murfreesboro

on the Shelbyville road we came here on the (?) and had been out 12 days without

. tents or any kind_ofjshelter and part of the time it rained verry hard and we

hag nPthing to. eat but hard bread and meat and sometimes verry short of that. We

. were a‘ﬂi?ty(tirad_aet md were gled to get into camp once more. We are ﬁow verry

canfortably located near Stones river ymkt but how long we will stay I camnot say. Lee

is mursx in.a.ho§pital'at,ﬁagbville.apd.John W -is in the pioneer Corps. Capt

Hubhm‘d and Mr Palmer send their compliments., Tattoo is sounding all over the

_gamps SO I will repeir to my bunk. I enclose a note to Mr Hipmell who wrote to

Abner Pettijohn .

Write soon . . S . s

Your prother _ : : el
J.He Philiipa T

F.D. Phillips






