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miles and back. But he got quite codled off by the
time we returned to the camp- He then tried, (in a
Very poor way,) to show he defied us- Riding us =
front of usy, he told how *he would cut down the first
man who showed any sighns of mutiny- aye, cut him
down as he would eut the head off a dead goose’-
Then he more quietly said- *We will begin anew

from this date! I think none will be hurt. The
rations have been very short and poors but the Sar-
gents spoke to the Capt., who had them quickly cor-
rectede.

This P.M., tuLe command rode to *Mill, or
Lost Rever Cave’; four miles south from here- We
explored it for three miles from the entPsmpew- I
will not write out the details, but tie reader can
ask for them, and ne shall know.)

Inspected by Capt. Stokes,
The gun carriage wheels are being repainted
Turnpike drill.

Thankégiving Day- We obtainecd from the
'Company Fund®* five dollars for =z 'squady and spendis
lng it for good things, we had a very geed _dinner-

-

I wish you could have seen it-

- - o . - e W - e - - - - - e - - -

Mr, Weeks having returned the day before
yesterday, left tonight for home- And we nave in
his stead Mr.zZz.B.Stevens from Chicago~ He brings
many things for the boys from loved ones at home-
We shall get them tomorrow,

We have enjoyed ourselves all day- At

. ten o'eloeck some fool fired off his gun at a mule

or a calf, and so called out the whole camp- We
harnessed up and got into batterys but nothing com-
ing to attack us, we quickly got to sleep,after

unhitching the horses- Some very amusing things

happened in the dark- Poor *Barry® put the bridle
"under hke horsels tail, instead of into his mouth

Dec., 1st,

/‘.

and over his heady and *Kennedy® tried to get into
the forge for safety-

I received from the suppiy of clothing sent
down by the "Board ¢f Trade., one shirt and a pair
ot gloves- Otrers not so well prlovided for 2s my-
seli, received larger amounts of ~lotring. The
weather s growing 2017 S 7ens left fcor Nash-
viile tod- 3 : % %
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Inepceted by the Inspsetor Gen' l.;, 2nd re-
ceived our marching orders. Mr. Campbell of the
jo2 Ohie Iaft, wes today detelled 28 haragss pelaT
in tne conmand.

This morning the'® lead driver{ and those
hzving revolvers went up on the hill inte an old
fort to discharge them; some not naving been emptied
sinee we left Louisvilile. T:.e General sent up the
Provost Marshall to arress us for firing; but
Orderly Stevens could not see it, and the offiecer

gained nothing for his trouble. He reported to his
superior, that- *Them battery fellows would'nt ar-
rest wortn a D--n-* The ammunition, *linbers' ana

caissions are all repacked today, and we go south
LtomorTow,. :

Turned out at 4:30 o’ clock- The right and
center sections striecking tentsj; leaving us to guard
the town until the arrival of other guns, which are
on treir way Lnere, Ygsterday we drew muskets, and
equiprents, As we go through without escort, we are
liable to an attack from rebel stragglers- Ve are
very sorry to see the other section go without us,
as we may be obliged to stay here a ronth before we
are relieved.

' Up this morning before daylight, and pul-
ling down our tents, we tumbled them into the wagonsg
(we could not fold them; as the ice and snow defied
us to compress trnem) harnessed our .orses, anc then
stood around untill ll:o!ck. for our. eavalry escort.

Clear c¢old afternoon, ana rough roads, but
we marel.ed twenty-seven miles to *Mitehellville®-
Our escort left us at *Franklin-

At Mitehellville we found an empty barn for our
horses- Frank and I got into a little shop by tue
roadside; anc tlhere not being room for us to lie
dovn, we prawleda up on the rafters, ana slept or t
tried to sleep on a couple of boards- We almost
froze, and our boots were on our feet all night,
wnieh was well for us, as had we taken them off, we
never could have gotten them on again.

Cold, stinging ecld- A half done pieee of
mess pork, ana a cup of hot coffee, (thank God for tre
coffee) ana we are off on the hara road. It is so
cold ti:at we are obliged to walk to keep warm- TLe
skin breakk on t..e norses legs from the c-1ld- It is
hard work to get ther along.

This is the worst we nave seen yet, but I
suppcse it is as a nole to & nmountain in comparison
5 ynail we have to suffer before gur three years
ur by.
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‘ The dwellers in the country say, - %*The
weather will breaE', (whatever that means), tomorrow

We moved very fast todayj; going to the west of
Gallatine, and camping at six o’ clock P.M- seven
miles from Nashville ,

The hills were grand over the whole dise
tance we marched today,

Ogt this Sunday morning early- cold, shazp
clear morninge For the last twenty miles, we have
had a splendid turnpiké road bed, and today it is
80 Vvery cold, that we dismounted and walked.- I
thought my feet would freeze,

At eight oleloek we passed through’Edgee
field®*, and an hour later passed over the river on
the pontoong the fine suspension bridge having been
cut 1into the river some time since by 'Bragg’s®
Army=Bassing through Nashvilleyeut on the Harding
Pike, we find our command cemped in.a mud hole, or,
rather on a low flat marsh- But it is near town, a
and the boys are faring quite well, occupying tents _
belonging to ‘*Rosecrans® head-quarters, kindly lent
to them until theirs thawed out.

We made the trip from Bowling Green ninety
miles in 21 1/2 hours- Lieut. Robinson in cormand-

' He telegraphed to Capt. Stokes at Galatine to weit

for us, but as We took the main road, he did not get
the dispateh. It is just as well nowy, for the rebels

took Calatine the night we stopped at Mitchelville,

;. only ten miles from them- Had we gone the main

road; we should have been on our way Southy; but in
a far different way from the one we are now pursuing.

- Today a large forazging squad have gone out for corne
- At dress parade; we were astonished, and made happye
| yes~ too full forutterancs, by the orders read by
- Capt. Stokes- i.e. Orderly Stevens made lst.Jr.Lieut

Corp. Lester, reduced to the ranks.
Segt. Hand, promoted to Orderly Segt.

f Corp. Jacobs to Segt., Gale and Howard to G&rgenais.

Letter from Father today- All well at home,

Morning call at sunrise- At fine o!clock

we moved camp to higher and better ground-~ The snow

is all gone- Our tents are now up, and the sun
warms everything. The 13th Regulars are camped near
us; and we have very fine music every evening- S
Spent all P.M. carrying stones to pave our tent
floor, so that, now as we lie down, we are out ot

the mud.

This morning was spent on washing and oil -
ing harness, cleaning the guns and carriagesy; and in

polishing the whole camp grounds.
At two o'clock, we hiteched up, and

taking three days raztions witn us, moved out to N

T
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College Hill, being informed we were out on a scout-
But after remaining an hour and a half at the camp
of the 5l1st Illinois, wWe counter-marched to cemp
with orders to hold ourselves in readiness to move
at 2 moments notice-- So we may be called out at any
timey, thoughy % do not expect it. The horses are
rot unharnessed-

Weather warm and clear- very beautiful in-
deed for winter,

Horses remained harnessed zll night, but
we were not disturbed. Today Yaver drew a few more
horsess We need them very muche. The canoneers
having musketsy were put through "Hardee’s® this
morningy very much ta their disgust=~- Did ny little
washing this noon- Splendid weather- I never saw
such in wintere

This morning the new horses were distributed

- arong the gun teamse« No, 3 has 2ll dew horses-blacks

a fine lot-
Afternoon drill unusually long- Since the

10th we are have having half rations- Why?- Don’t

. know- All the troops around us are moving to the

12tha

Bouth- We expect to go soon- Pleasant.

Nine o?celoek~ ready to move- At noon we
with the 18Bh Regulars moved through town to the
Franklin Pike, seven miles distance., We passed a
long meadow, where Ben. Rosecrans and staff were re-

- viewing Cen. Neglie!s Div.- A splendid sight- The

first time I have seen 80 many troops in line- The
whole Div. was out, when two miles from the front,
our orders were countermanded and we returned three

: miles, and cmaped on & hill near the pike just at

13th,

dark,=- We expect to move in the morning, (so our
Segt. of the guards says=-) Our camp is in a beauti-
ful place, and I hope we may stay- A slight rain
tonighte

Ve do not leave here as was anticipated=-
At dinner today, we were gladdened by the sight of
the Regulars coming round the hill- (We left them

:-yeaterday'when we turned hback to this place)- They

14th,

have piteched their tents near us, and it gives rise

to the hope that we shall be kept with them though
the rumour that we shall be attached to the General's
body guard is credited by many- DeCosta and Bovers
returned to us today from the hospital at Louisville.

Sunday = Inspected by Capt. Stokes &t nine
o' clock- Cloudy, =~ then pleasant. This monning
three wagons with Lieue. Stevens and a detail of s
seven men left ecamp for forage- Eight miles south
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they stopped and filled their wagons at a corn eriby
and were about driving out; when they were fired
upon by a squad of rebel caimlry. Two wagons got
awvay, the others are yet to be heard from- The boys
defended themselves by firing through the cracks o?
the erib= The result is that five of our boys were
captured- One- John Carroll severely wounded- He
is now with the brigade surgeon- Two horses were
killedy, one team ran against the gate post, and so
blocked the way g® that it was impossible for the
rest to get bye Lieut. Stevensa made his horse Jjump
the fenee®, He happened tc be mounted when the rebels
came up+= Tomorrow we shall know all the particulars,

The otier wagon was brought in today
slightly damaged. The harness and saddle had several
bullet holes thoough them.

Raining this afternoon« The mail brought
us good newse use~ I mean Frank and myself- The
boys captured yesterday were-~ H, Baker,

Je3leman.
P.Richmond.
J«H.Buck 1ngh8.m-
T.N.Williams,
T.Tinsley.

Windy « pleasant« We have spent most of

~the day in the woods eating nuts. I found a knot

17th¢

of black walnut petrifieds it weighms: about eight
pounda, and 1is very perfect.

Inspacted by Inspt. Gens--«- in battery

. without movements- All the camp feel blue tonight
- @ver the reported defeat of Burnside on the Rape-

18the

Isth,

- pahonoek.

Hauled wood this forenocons
Christmasy; one week fpom today= Tonight

the papers contradiet the report of yesterday
Weather fine, clear- I never saw such weather eztha‘

North or South-perfectly delightful.

At two o'clock this morning we were called
outy harnessed the horses, ready for moving at a

- moments notice- Waiting until dayléght, and receiv-

ing no orders, we unharnessed; (the left wing had
sustained a2 night attack,) and we were not much

disappointed.
The wveather is deliecious-~ The oldest inhabd

tant says he never before saw such beautiful weather
at this time of the yecar. I hope it will eontinue
on- (Gen. Negley czme into camp this afternoon-

the first time I have seen him~ Letters from home~
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20th.

I wrote home today, ana @e receivasc a let-
ter from Father-

The left section went out /ﬁ,cuard to a
forage train- Back safely- Robt. Fferrell brought
Frank these 1insgeriptions which he copied from the
stones in one of those ond fashioned burying grounds
which are always on the owners farms, and generally
walled around with stone, and the walls wine clad-
And generally the enclosure is so full of trees and
low bushes that it is with great difficulty that
one can get into the center. These stones are not,
(as with us in the North) set uprzght, but are laid
flat- They are the c¢:mmon white séund stone of the.

. region, dark in shade, some even black- On the stones

218t .

22nd o

23rda

24th.

he found the words and datestg
In
Memory of

Martha Edmiston, Edward Edmiston.
Died lat of Aug. Born 1779.
Bomn 20th of Sept. Died 1834,
Well can thy many friends

Thy many virtues boast
For those that knew thee best

Ksteemed thee most. : :

Rather od#d, very old in style; and the

letters of very gquaint design.

Routed out at 2 A.M. The center section
got their breakfast and went to Negley!s head-quar-
tersgy but did not move from trnere until daylight-
Then with two sections from two other batteries, and -

six regiments of infantry, they accompanied a forage_'

train out sixteen miles; getting plenty of forage,
and pgot back at 4:30 P.M. bringing a2 few rebels
captured in 4wo slight skirmishes- Very pleasante
Pound T.Giffie in detail service in the Pioneer Bri -

gade,

Pleasant day! Delightful day!- It does
a man good to live in such a climate.

Drew c¢lothing today- TLis morning as
Bagley went to the cassicn to gét something, he very
carelessly took a musket off the limber, and holding
it by the muxzzle set it down, and in so doing struck
the hammer against the coupling of the carriage, dis-
charging the musket and sending the ©all through his
rist.

This morning the first section was detsiled
on a forage duty- turned out at 2 A.M. At eight
o' clock the second and third sections were ordered
£o report at Headguarters- We hitched up in a
double quick time, mnd in half an hour from the time

A e e e
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the order arrived in camp, we passed Gen. Magley’ s-
Zwo and a half miles from here.

The forage squad had reached the out posts,
when 1t was learned that the enemy was advancing in
force upon the Franklin Turnpike=- The train was
sent vack, and re-enforcement sent for- Upon arrive
ing trere;, it was found the rebels were not so strorg
as was first reported, and the detail made only

easy work in driving them back- So- Gen. Negley di-
rects that we return to campe Vie were somewhat dis-
appointed- It seems to us as though; the Battery
was destined never to se an armed rebel- We had
the first section jJoin us; and all came back to camp
Marching orders~ three ofclock tomorrow morning- Ra
Baininge

Christmas=- Last night the order to mareh
was comktermanded, and we are in camp one day moree
This pleases us ’muchlyy’ G

Nothing unusual in camp today, except that
I cocked a pan of baked beans« my @econd attempt
at cooking anything to eat- (My first attempt I
won’t tell unless you ask it)- Trkis mess I first
boiled an hourgy then put them in a thin iron pany
covered them with a piece of tin, dug a hole in the

" hot sand; sunk the pan, and covered it with hot codls.

when they ceame out they were goode.
In the afternoon I boiled my clothes- I ecrowded too

many in the sheet iron kettle; and when they came ow
wherever the edothes touched the iron,; they were :
blue and yellow~ And to cap alle I did not rense

"themy but hung them up-to dry full of strong soap__._ﬁ'

suds~ You may imagine their condition when I next
put them one- I never did suc¢h a trick the second
time- VWonder where I shall be next Christmas?

‘This morning we left camp at nine o!clock
in the midst of a poringr rain, the first we have
kad ginge:@oming to Nashville- All tke troops that
eamped around us, seem to have moved in the night.
We filed out on the Franklin Pike,; went back to
Negley! s headquarters=- crossed to the Murfreesboro

Pike, and started South. After moving a2 few

rmiles, we halted to let the Infantry and trains pass
on to the front- We moved a short distance, and

halti another short distance, and halt- again, and
halt- half a mile, quarter of a mile, a rod at a
time- Very tedious work, I assure you. While
nalting in the afternoon Gen. Rosecrans! staff and
the '4th cavalry passed on to the front. Again we
moved and haleéed a2t short distances until 11 P.M.-
Then we turned to the right of the road, ande--yes-
: amp, or rather , stand ourselves on end in the

if we laid ourselves down, we never could
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get up., We unhitched and unharnessed; throwing the
harness up on the limbers and wheels. Then we took
two horses and hauled rails encugh to make a plate-
form, to-build a fire up out of the mud- 8aid mud
being agtually up to our boot tops.- It stopped
raining long enoggh for us to boil our coffeej; but
Just as we got it boiled, down came the rain again-
I wish you at home could see us as we stood stuck
fast in the mud, with a cup of hot coffee in one hanl
(and just as we would raise the cup, a drop of rain
would strike tt, sending the liquid on to the daem
to bring a blister)y a wet cracker in the other-
Time, two o*clock A.,M.~ Dark, no shelter- and the
boys swearing arouné you, as someone8 would knoek
againgt -them in the darkness; spilling their coffee

. 80 precious to all, that not a drop must be tasted.

Oy it was disagreeable, ygi¥-

- Well, nexy waa sleep-- Can*t speak for all, but will

for myself« My brother and I went under some low

- cedar trees where the stones were too thiek to allow

the ground to be cut up quite so muchy as in the
field where the guns stood, and spreading 2 rubber
under ug; we lay down and drew one over us-Bit gsleepl
‘1 say sleep; no such thing came to our eyes- The
trains and stragglers going by the rest of the night
on the hard lime stone pike only twenty feet away
from us; and {(the trees being the only protection

- to us from man or beast) the rain pouring in torrents

made it impossible for us to sleep- But what of
that- We are soldiers, and must bear everything, or

- will if we live long enough. The rough comes with

the smooth, and we 'will get used to it.- The boys.
have named this *Camp Muddy®- and, it shall always

" be known as such in all time to come. I1f we ever

pass here againy we shall probably see even worse

. than this nlght- We marched eleven miles in twelve

27tha

hours,

At eight otclock this morningy; we hnitched

: up, and stood at the horses heads, knee deep in mug,

l

(our feet and legs, I mean) until the middie of ‘the
afternoon- We looked like so many drowned rats-
At 4 P.M.; we unhitched, and 1eav1Eg the harness- on,
‘tird Ehe hemses to the picket rope stretched in the

- road- - ‘The rain ceasing the cannoneera pitched

28the.

their-tents, and. cutting off cedar boughs, we filled
the tents, and then trampled them down so as to make
a good bed” on~the mud- After a good supper, we lay
down 'in our ‘wet blankets and went to sleepe.

Things look well this nmrn1ng. especially
the weather. It has pleared off pleasant, The *irst
we did was to get out our blankets to dry, letting
: clothes dry on us.&fter breakfast, unharnessed
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and cleaned the mud off both horses and harness, amd
then reharnessed.- At one o'clock Gen. Roseerans am
staff passed to the front, and we immediately strude
tents, and moved out on the road one mile, halted-
moved again, and turned into camp on the right of tte
road, one mile South of Levergne, 2 good camp ground
high and dry.
i 29th.
Since yesterday mornirng we have seen with
the Pioneer Brigade- At seven o!clock we mareched
three miles to tune fronty then halted until 3 P.M,
Capt. Morton of the Tregular army Eng.Corp. in in
command of the brigade and batterye. He sent our
section with Lieut, Stevens to the right of the roaqg
while he with the two other sections went to the lefé
Each battalion of hi@ brigade constructed a bridge
over Stewart Creek, as the single bridge at the
road would noi be sufficimpt for the troops to cross
quieckly in case of retreat,
At four oleloek we were in camp, and the
Pioneers ecommenced to pull down a hugh barn to use th
the logs for a tressel work- They will work all
night- Here commenced my first lesson in night
foraging- Near us was the house and barn of the
plantation, and to the latter we went for corn and
fodder« The latter is rade by pulling the tender
corn leaves in June, and tying them in bunches= thel
are hung over the stock until dry, and them put in
a stack or bara ready for use. They are sweeter
than hay for either horses or coOWSq At the house
we gat fodder for ourselves- hams, eggs, butter, _
bread, meat and milk, all of which Wwe very much needdq
The owner is in the rebel arny only seven miles in ..
our firont. We had a splendid supper, and after dark
six of us went over into a pasture, caught and killed
six sheep, (large fat ones,) and brought them into
campe We shall have fresh mutton for a wegk if this
cold weather continuese.

L 3Dth.
The men worked 211 night, and the bridge

is finished- This npprning we had every prospect of
getting wet, for it rained last night, and looks
like it this morninge. On the road we joined the
. Battery, and moved to the extremm front, going to the
left of the road- Through the ignorance of our
orderly sent to show us our camp ground, we went
a quarter of 2 mile beyond the skirnish lineg=~
A great widnder we were not captured, as we had no
support. The rebels did not fire on us, though we
- ‘could see them very plainly a short distance dn
front- Turning round very quickly, we got back
inside. the lines; and camped on 2 bend near Stone
River, with our guns covering the foard, and, as I
. by the firelight, the canponeers are throwing
” easswork as a protection to themselves
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?n case of an engagement. Tiere has been skirmish-
ing all dayalong the Whole liney Only three miles
to Morphysboro.

This is a2 day long to be remembered-
The day opened with cannon ball and musket shét
falling into ry breakfast room before 1 had finished
ny mealy Which was bpoiled salt pork and hard
crackers- Our teams had been harnessed and hitched
up before we ate; and, as we were ordered to mount,
a2 shell came over the trees into the camp- We

thought the rebs. were up and out early. The order

" was given to move, and we moved uot of the woods

to clear ground near the railroad track- Baving

to wait uatil the Infantry made a bridge over the
ditch at the traeck, we sat in full view of several
regiments of rebels and four batteries. while
sitting there on my horsey a2 shell went over my
heady and stuck in the ground under the mule, but
doing no damages Soon a shell passed between me and
the swing drivere. 1 thought that was coming close
enough§ but they soon czme ghick and fast. So it was
no use to keep traeck 6f them individually or watch
the result.

We were soon over the railroad track and in
positione« The rebs. were coming up in front on a
ehargey and we fired grape and cannister fast for
half an houri turning the rebels lines, and breaking
them to fragmentses ( I cannot tell on paper all the
particularsy but you may ask for tkhem). We quickdy
lizbered upy, and followed t.em one thousand yards
to the brow of a low hill, giving them cannister as
they ran -for the cover of the woods, Hartor g

VWe held this ground 211 day- The axle of
our gun was broken early in the engagement, and we
drew it off the field., Finding bn§ the rebels had
taken from our Ohio Battery, standing ih:the field
after we drove them off, we ' took ity and returned
direet to the line, using it 2ll day. We shall keep
it and now have seven guns in our battery.

Soon after coming in position the second
time, the rebels under Hardee charged us twice with
three brigades of Texas Bangers=- But without succes
¥We were well supported by Capt. Morton, Pioneer
Brigade- As the resels came up the hill, we Jjust
poured the articles of war into them. The ground
was piled up with dead and wounded rebels after they
returned to the woods,.

At ten olclock GCen. Rosecrans rode up to
Capt. Stokes and told him = *if he could hold that
place for one houry, he would save tke day'- We did
hold it, and until the next day.

There was not much firing after two o’eclock
until 6:30, when our ambulence went out to get the
wounded rebels- Hardee, taking adeantage of that-
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formed one more for a charge- The ambulzncies came
in on a double quicky; and we received the rebs, as
warmly as we did in the morning= But they had no
courage to fight up to the very guns, and four rounds
- 0f grape 40ld the same tale g8 in the forenocon=

They broke and ran, thus virtuely closing the work
of the day.

We remained in position a2ll night« Clear,
cold night- I watched the old year out standing amd
stamping my feet to keep from freezing- We have
. no fires for fear the rebels will see us. ‘Have
- had nothing to eat al1] day, except crackers which we
© had in out haversacks,

: , At one ofclock by the light of the moon,

- we dug a grave, and laid to rest the poor boys gone
where there is no fightinge Hard to put them thus
into the cold grounde

! Andred Finney and W.H.Willey were instently killed

; by & shel] at gun No, 3.

- JeS<.Stagg of No., 2 was killeu by 2 round shot.

Cople A, H. Carver, shot through tkLe bowels- deade
SergtesA.L.Adams;, wounded by a shell on the ancle bome
J.W.Blune butnt by powder.

JeC.Cambery, shot through the calf of the leg.
W.H.B.0dell, strueck by the ceoncusston of a shell.
Lieut. T.D.Griffen, shot through tiie bodye.

The wounded were sent to the rear- I received as
close a cell from the 'Johnnies® as I want- As I
was holdling my saddle horse, a bullet passed through
his legy and cut a crease in my pants. ) The night
was bitter cold, and we have no overceats, as through
carelessness,; our overcoats were Jleft in the wagons
and we hear they are now on their way to Nashville
if not captured. s

I2 1 live to be a hundred years old; I never
skadll forget this day or night- this*watching out’tle
old year- May it be tke last to be spent in suth

an unfavorable manner,
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Thul‘sda}" :a-n-; lstr’ 1863.

As soon as it was light enough to distinguihk
objects, we were all astir, for we did not know vhat
an hour might bring forth. The rebels gave us no
timé to surmise, as they came charging up the slope,
hoping to take our guns- We were not found asleep,
and they were given a warm welcome- more than they
wished for, and soon they were driven off the field
into the woods-

At nine o!clock we changed fronts to the
Southy and the fighting lasted about an hour- The
rest of the day passed without much more fighting in
our front- We lay on the ground or stood behind
the g¥ns or trees, anywhere to keep sheltered from
the sharpshooters, who fired very accurately, killirg
two horses, and wounding three of our men at long
range- (As we changed front from the left, my bridl
%k was shot off by a bullet)

_ At ten ofclock a2t night, we were relieved
by i{#=x StandardsChio Battery. We went to the rear
where we got some supper, ana had a few hours sleep
but without blankets, and the night was cold.

At four ol'eloek this morning- up and ate
2 hot fry of mutton, no potatoes or crackers- The
mutton we Lappened to have on our cassion-

We turned our guns into position a little
in advance of our night's resting place, and helped
to form & line of reserve= At eight ol'clock the
revels opened on us with several battyriesy killing
almost at forst fire, three of the brigade who sup-
ported us- One of the batteries was the famous
Washington Light Artillery, of New Orleans- g :
We had & sharp duel of one houri then we went into
the rear~ firéng having ceased by mutual consent-
Agein in the reservew-

(During the dueling a solid shot {rom the rebels
roled through our Battery so slow that one of the
Infantry put out his foot to stop it~ He had no
further use for that foot- Another shot struck in
our Battery, then reoounded, and took the head off o
one of bhe iInfantry men in the rear of the Batterya).

At four o!clock, the rebels advanced their
zéght, driving our troops before them }ike_sgattereq
sheep- Just at this time Gen. Negley rode over the
hill and said- *Whose command is this'? We replied-

*Capt. Mortons Pioneers®-  *For God sake Captain,

save my left*- Avay we went like the wind, over the

ri of ground that shut them from view, and as the

rise :
£1ying troops were 1in the way, it was several minutes

(which seemed like hours), before we got into act:on.
we opened lively and soon stopped the'Butternuts
who in turn fled faster than our men had'done'be:orq
throwing away everthing that impeded their flight,

~ .+~ and equipments covered the ground- Ve
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followed them across the ford within one miilc of

Murfreesborog then darkness shut down its quiet

cover over the sights of horror- GCen.Negley rode

over to us- sayinge *I cappot bestow 190 p@DY thavks

jeop the Board of Trafle Batbery) s it hes wop the
The gtound was littered with everything

that could belong to a soldier,and the dead rebels

lay so thick in the groundthat we could not draw

the guns aeross the field until the dodies had been

removedyallowing us to pass. At midnigit it commenced

&% Faip eold; a2nd the poor men who were wounded sufe

fered terriblye~ Along toward morning we were re-

lieved; and moved baek to the rear,

Last night we were drowned out- wWe were
so tired that we lay down just where we happened to b
bey; and daylight found ua in 2 hole;, and water half
way up our sides, VWe have not been engaged todayj
but. lay in the mud near the ford- Misery iddeed~

We moved to the spot where we camped Thurse
day nighte« The Pdoneers are building a bridge over
the river; as the Beavy rains have caused the water
to raise so high, that the Brd is impassable= The

Infantry are throwing a breagiwork to proteet the

bridge- Skirmishing last night at s but nome

today- We toock the harness off of the horses todayp
the first time they have been unharnessed gince last
Sunday=- Poor brutes; were sore and tireds :

The sun is out warm and pleasant, and we are trying
to dry our elothesw I washed my face and hands for
the first time sinec last week~ Today, I saw for the
first time in my life; a2 camp follower- a ‘grayback'-
fine fellow tooy he was~ The bugles are blowing,

- and trcoops shouting all over the camp- The rebels

Jane.; 5th;

- » Gth.

es 20ths
. e 2181‘.1
.~ 22nd.

have fled scuthe

In camp still at this spot-
Clear day-- Field scene=

Moved to Murfreesbore, and campéd-in the
woods near the bridges. . - :

Rained this A.M-= Clear this afternoon=-
Good eamp ground, hard and cold- Vie are to the
left of the road, half a mile from town.

.Cloudy=- and all day it looked like rain-
Shipplys team went to Murfreesboro for a limber for
our seventh gun- He brought back one marked
*Augusia Arsenal, Ga,), 1862', eaptured at Stone

River.
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Cloudy this A.M.- This P.M. the sun came
out to look around-« Hope he wi_.1l conclude to stay-
Took a walk down to the bridge- If the Pioneers do
not work faster, we shall repain here a rmonth.

Cloudyy These words are getting old, but I

ean’d bhelp it, it i3 the truthe I suppose the rany
seasor will last another month- Tatoo- DRiszling-

Raining and drizzling all daye.

A little sun; ory; rather, the full sun for
a little whilee :
2 otelekk P.M.- Now i% ig raininge

: Cloudy« (Cl:ared the camp, and moved the
picket rope half on each side of the Battery.

Cloudy, raining, snowing- When will it
clear off?

Cloudy,; cold and windy-

Clear, rather cold- Gavitt reached camp
today« He left tis at the battle of Stone River, Dec.
3lstybaen in Nashville.

Clear and pleasant- Cirecle around the
moon tonight-

Cloudy~- loocks like rain- squad_ 3 are
nearly all out of eamp visiting thelr friends in

other divisions of the armye.

Rained last nighty trying today- 8ix o'cl.
this P.M., elear as a bell- beautiful moon tonight-

New order of things- If any horse gets
loose in the night, the party to whom the horse
belongs shall get up and tie said horse; and stand
the remaining duty of the guard who discovered said
horse loose- Orr was the first vietim relieving
‘Robt. Worrell= Clear=- -

Clear but cold- the coldest day we have seen
in the serviee- Two minutes to haul on your boots
and get into ranks at morning roll call- Conklin
and Ford among the vietims for diseiplih today.

Oa@led harness- (Clear, cold this A.M.
Cloudy, windy this P.WM.




