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Stones River National Battlefield
Route 2, Old Nashville Highway
Murfreesboro, Tennessee 37130

Attention Mr. Thomas Turner

Dear Mr. Turner:

I enjoyed my visit to the Stones River Battlefield last week and
appreciated all of the courtesies shown me.

My grandfather and four of his brothers were in Company D,
16th Alabama Regiment, Woods Brigade, although two of the
brothers had died from disease in camp prior to the engage-
ment at Murphreesboro. The remaining three were in the
battle and one of them - Joseph - was killed in action. We
have letters from my grandfather and his brother A. L.
(Lewis) telling of the battle and I am attaching copies of one
or two of them which you might find of interest.

I also have a photograph of Joseph in Confederate uniform and
could have a copy made for you if you would like to have it
in your archives.

Sincerely yours,

EMMcG/o



— e e e e e —~ -- - - e 8 i T e ——
= ——r—- ——— - ———— g e

L e e FonnkiiF T o5
i pa?/ g-r(,‘_]"tz/;':( ,a_,_é/,,d‘;, 1*/(‘/".‘_‘. (J_fL
; o
s C)/;J/tuwrﬂ/" /}:‘sl slane M‘—TW /)m;.c—-///;q-u;; s .; &
: /’“‘h“’ 45 6’7‘-0"/ (‘-’-k—wbd‘(.{'fug_ WA 2erneel 4.{/;&4—{,.,-
. = :- /(J{L'ﬂ\{ Jﬂ,ﬁ'{, m—j‘ /b/-..{-—-)p //(U“‘"} Cov ﬂl‘-haj /ll.nd.—&/xi,{, r:g,//ﬂlnp-\‘_
i .a"-. -:'.‘3 ; "/d-an-'{ o /
s /M;j/”//“"ﬂ“ﬂ"‘r‘f—,w/ :bMM«,//'.L. Dt
_ \~ zfuvx, (g,-ﬁ‘-\ /(.‘-G'ﬂ“nu-' -fa{-d oy /,_,,{_’_,_,.sé e (u‘a,fy_/ = s

f./’éz-:;,‘-‘r—* -Jt-cf‘h"'" i /75.. “/"2""‘44(_[/"/7:1:. i &'//—-%:(,;g

//éa?"}’_hfu//._-c R 1, e/f*/—n"/f-*— D ﬂ{LNﬂ‘f’ AEK “'/L

JA’*"“’CD ‘4/-'/(1:/ e -?/W"',/dacﬂ-'- s 7// nerd P &
7M//Z—:‘J /).L gz/ J&mmcmaﬁ"’%
: an;(«r 3 /.c_ Lot o /-y-o Wr{« Mmngoﬂ

99?4 arao ,@/44' /ﬁ?ﬁrv‘tb% /77'

7/ Hoot A u_
Wiﬂ'm/ﬁwn—zymc
. M//; it Kl ,&M,,,% b
W ﬁfm Rl pnson it iy ol B e

//iiﬁi WW% ;‘7/;5/.»

(//{a,aé ’/éww, at- otay /- ..Wft’

i e oy ﬂ%ﬁﬂ

mfﬁ i e /7/{2 ”677“”“-
/7'9"’”-,./;/_.:.

| Zid%% ﬁv‘fvﬂ/«f/ém % j“- f’;,__ﬂ

/ﬁ /7(_"1‘4/1. -o'h-t_. e L,‘?;V(Ma-‘., M e’ r’;/;e% ,¢_..-=L
,d/vw..-c, /f u'vn M/M/;u.rf* # rwdﬁz %Y_ .

L—-M - B e et o x A e (o

7[‘2:’%&/ MMM"L/‘-]

i

1

PR DU, SR




e n o mn——— e et e = gt i e g e g, "'"——:u“

| &8 il i uﬁwm,e%mf;cfﬂ"“’* s
e

YA %@/ﬁ;ﬂwﬂ g/cmj’ﬁfmwww/“’{' i

:ff ,@M ,z:;nm—wﬁf s Jf/%-wv-

w/ m,é‘,&/‘ "7&‘& '

P i 5125%%1 i MCW%%M‘}

_e,ame atll' o o/ awm!
o o Adowld- ;-/;7—,-414;-1: Ranre fme# AR m—-/ﬂ/‘-"— i
Mﬁ{;ﬁ,ﬂ: M.«ZZ;M N r%i’rur-/,, . & J|
e © O M,?ut' g s b ‘ e

orj/z/‘;z-w— bt vta el f’"{“wwh'

O 20 W /jf)-c”-?»‘d" sV
j‘d cﬁ;; Ad,u—mﬁém /.Z’;‘.CMM/.L?% 7

;pr-s. /Zo‘ /M M«M 1o /Z:'/Zﬁzm’ﬁﬁ/)
7 4

| kd/ il Wamw,wfj;&/ praspw /‘*/M iy
|
|

A7~ M/zﬂuf-/%wﬂfﬂ,«.c cawéd.,wa/‘
f’”ﬂ;/ﬁ'—; - e
‘L C/%K, & o 2. Vfl"/ﬁ/ | |

e o SO S - i SR

]
P




Camps near Winchester, Tenn,
Jany, 7th 1863

Dear Father Mother and People all,

I write at this time with feelings much mortified, and
knew too that you will be much pained to hear the bad news which this contains
unless you have already heard.

Brother Joseph is no rniore with us in this world of pain
and sorrow., He was killed in battle at Murfrcesboro on the 3lst ult. He fell
at his post like a man., At the time he was shot I was not exactly by his side
thouzh within a few steps, My attention was called to him irmediately and he
breathed no more, nor moved, he was shot through the brain,

We had fought hard nearly all day before he fell, and
nad he escaped a few minutes 1onger he would have becen through all the hnru
fighting that our regiment was in and he would have been safe,

On the second night after the fight J. Moore, Jas. McG.
and 3. Parker went and found his body; though we could not then bury hin in
order, there was no coffin to be had, for anybedy, therefore they who were
Eroucht to that place were laid side by side, so I learn. I could not see hin
buried for I had to leave at daylignht for the battle field, We lay in the line
of battle a whole weck, Our Regiment commenced fighting at Tryune which is
about 16 miles from Murfreesboro. We were there for the purposec of guarding
the road and to check the enemy when they came so that they could be met
properly at Murfreesboro, Where they came against us in force we had to give
w2z though we fought them considerable,

After getting to Murfreesboro we werc not engaged for
the first day though hard fighting wvas going on. Every day the enemy were
driven back until they had gone a considerable distance, We tried to drive
them no farther, but waited for thom to come against us again, which they did
not, On the night of the 3rd inst, wec lelt, why I do not know, but suppose
the enemy were re-enforcing too strong for us again to fight them,

Cur loss was gr-at of course. I have no idea what, but

I am sure that of the encny was much mere. You can learn from the papers.

Cur first Lieut. Jacksen was killed. Jacob ifanning was slightly wounded in the
aTr, Wwe are now on the Chattansoga & Meshville railroad 45 miles from Murfrees-
toro 2t a little village by the name of Tulchoma, which is our P, 0, providing
we stay here, but I have ro idea we will long. This is the first chance I have
~d to write you a letter since the battle ani this a poor onc for we have never

coen still long cnough. I have no thoueat what we will do. W= came here tais
evening and may leave teniorrow for all 1 know, David Blacksher wiché€s you to
let his people know thot Ie es=aped, as he c2n not now wwite. All of your
°Pqu1ﬂtﬂnces are unhart vhem o have not nmertiorned, We are all worn out and nc
bt for we have lain in the weather like brutes for the last two weeks, and

how raining and cold it is yet.

rus

1 Lewis says you promised to 'ct us have 3ill ovr Tolaver if we wished and he
now anxious to get cne, so if you think proper you may scnd cane, if he is
iinez to come, if Berry has not left, I think we can pay money enoucgh for
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you to hire another hand to work in his place. I should have the other bors
pay for anything done for them, This they are willing to do. I would rather
not take one from you if we could get any other good one but know we could
not. Joseph left $85.00 which I wish you had, it is in my way for nothing
here, I will write wou morc as soon as 1 get the chance, Farewell for this
time,

Alex and A, L, McGowin




Camp near Tullazhoma, Tenn.
Jany. llth, 1843

Dear Father & Mother;

Having an opportunity I write you again, though it has been
but a few days since writing. I and lewis ar about but not very well. Lewis
is often complaining, it seems that he is unsound ever since last winter. All
of our men went through all the battle, though Lewis and John werec sick, and
quite so too, all the shile. All of us were in bad condition after lying
in the wet, cold weather for a whole week, and being run hard part of the tinme
and having but little to eat, and little slecep. As I presume you will get ry
other letter I will only say of Jos. that he was killed on the 31st ult. He
was within a few steps of me but I did not see him fall, but was told that he
was dead and I went to him but he could not spead or move, for, as I soon
learned, he was shot through the brain. The balls were then flying thick
around me, and the men falling fast around me. Soon after Jos. was killed
three others fell immediately by my side, two of them dead. Although we lost
many men the enemy lost many more than we from what I saw. They lay tick
where we folilowed them.

Our company has but few men in 't now, nor any of the rest
in the regiment. There is a talk of having the Regt. filled with conscripts.
I do not know how long we will be here or where we will go, perhaps we will
have another fight before géing far or any where.

As I mentioned in my last Lewis has takén a notion that he

‘can not get along with a negro boy to help us. But for Lewis I would rather

do without than take one of yours from home, for I think you may need them
there though I am willing to spend all I make to add any thing to BY ccafort.
We generally have a hard time in camps, as also in marching. While in camps
we have to drill and do a thousand other things so that we can not get a =~ =
chance to wash our clothes or do our cooking properly. And whether in camp
or marching.we are never permitted to leave to go to any bodies house to
procure any thing to eat that is fit to be eaten (in camp we get but little
and that very poor generally). Those who have servants sent them out in

the country and get what ever there is to be had. If we had a servant 1 ex-
pect we should have to nay for all that he made use of, both clothing and
victuals, but I should make him clothe himself as he could make plenty to do
it and more. While in camps any thing like a amart negro can make 10 or 12
dollars a week by washinc after doing his other work. In fruit time negroes
rade money as fast as they could count it by bringing in peaches and apples
for sale. We poor old soldiers are not allowed to get out of sight on any
cccasion, but negroes can go wherc they please so long as they behave. Just
use your own pleasure as regaivis me.. You might lose your negro, so you might
lose your negro, so you might at heme, but he would not be in near so much
danger as I, for in time for battle negroes are lcéft behind with the wagons
and teamsters where bullefrs cann~t reach them so they are safe if not cap-
tured. It is Sunday and a pretty day it is. Our Chaplain is delivering a
sermon, but fearing I might uot zet another chance to write I have declined
zeing to hear him today. If you wish to know any thing relative to Jos. you
say what it is. We got his clothing which was withiithe wagons and

divided among us; he had his new suit of jeans on. We all carried a blanket



each with us on the field. Jos. was stolen off of him before we got his
body he had the blanket which Lewis had at hcme. You must write if you will.
e never hear from home at all. Direct any where. Iiost where you think we
are; letters will follow. I would like to have dinner with you today. We
have only a little meal to cook. We had two days rations stolen this week.

Your Son



Camp necar Tullahoma, Tenn,
Jany, 13th 1863

Dear brothers;

Yours of the 30th ult, came duly to hand on yesterday and
found me and Lewis tolerable, but Jos., poor brother he is no more with us in
this world of trouble; he fell a martyr to our cause on the 31lst ult, at
rurfressboro in battle. e fell at his post fighting manfully. He was killed
instantly with a ball which went directly through his brain, Hard fighting
commenced on Tuesday the 30th and continued three days. We fought hard only
on the 3lst,

A portion of our brigade was in advance 16 miles and the
enemy cane against us in force when we fought them all we could and fell back
tc Murfreesboro. We had to retreat fast to keep out of danger of being taken

and wvhen we got to Murfreesboro we were guite broken down, but we had to con-
tiru: a whole week to fight or lye in line of battle, and our suffering was
great as the weather was very cold and rainy,

After driving the yanks back a considerable distance we held
then there, or at any rate they did not come against us again so long as we
remained there, Perhaps tn ¥ were recenfor-ing, of this I know nothing, or the
cavesa of our leazing. Wa ieft o Soturday i Lfﬁfr the battie, and have
falien back perha;<s 4% m;l“a. W osve now cu Lo Masaville & Chattancosa R R,
Jos. was buried after ~ day and nignt afcer the manner usual among soldiers -
witiiout a coffin I mean.

e have had a wery hzrd time but hone for better in the future,
Our first Lieut, Jackson was killed ond there 9 others wounded, I suppose we
d not more than 23 or 30 i of our company cngaged; and from what I learn
the others of our rcgiment suffered in proporvinon, ond perhaps the whole brigade
d division. We now b2l g to Claicowits divicien.

Jacod Maraning was slightly wovrnded in the arma I do not know
where he is now, All of :our Lccalit'"ﬂ“r so Zz2v as I know, whom I have not
rmentionad escaped waracL. 1 have pat re o 1cktter irom home since writing
you, They will net weime % o2, Xu fact Lave no r-rrespong-nv, as ycu well

RAOW, I have nary swoethzaoe, nov am T gos » for one at tnis #ime, for, as
1 conceive, it woaLd $miy odd Dol Do lne Tlame,

A O e e e R ezt of zny time since
soing Co the wars. ¥ &as = W = b ¢ want cr“ Q’fo the councry,
and was fortupats esoue < {0 2 rlsoty 5 Ee=y > had fine things
Lo eat and dzapls, sud iesor ol d rrece the nhano Lvu cannot .ifigine how
good a glacss of milk is < nx, L. w2 geb plenty, UGod blecs 21l such people is

™I prayer.

i Kufﬁ ﬁruelx%" avine nofhiny more to writa, You must write

me often, hoth son anld | I 3I-oun to wmite whien I have a2 cbaace, which I can
not always liave. for " ;rf::':?r';.? perTaa all o tanw, ¢ pava been,
Farewald, cas tia « Wc hepe to mest vou again at aay
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Direct at this place, letters foliow GG B A, Fa HoORWIN




