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Camp Sheridan December 15th 18462

Dear Grandfather i now take my pen in to inforf you that 1 am well gt
presant % hope these few lines may find you enjoying the same blessing
we are Camp 5 or & miles from Nashville in the timber a hal+f mi%#&r

more +trom the main roud we have a very nice clean Camp we have been
moved into the 11lth division under General Sheradan they are all new

troops in his division but our Brigade we are kept pretty Close to
Gur guasrtears We arae ardered to deill 8 ar 4 times a day % have 2 or 4
roll calls a day 1t is a pretty lonesome place haere ouwr preacher

has been ordered to a general hospital so we have no Chapein at all
in our regiment we have got a new lieutenant in our Company his name
is Isac W Chatfield he got his commission yesterday we have not had
any fighting lately but i dont know how soon us may be called into
action wus are in front now so i expect when the army gets ready to
move we may not move far before we meet the enemy but the run so often
that we dont get to fight them much it appears to be very quiet
along the line at presant the enemy are reported to be om strong
force in fraont but they dont bother us much o grandfather how do youl
like was and how do you stand the times o wouldent you like to see us
out in lne of battle bayonets fixed and shining with heads up with a
keen look and" anxious to pitch right into the enemy i tell you
grandfather we are the boys that can fight or drill or stand guard

you ought to just see us when we come out on dress parade withe our
new dress coats on and guns & shiny o they look so pretty i tell you
it lTooks like was we have benn in service over 16 months our time
will sgon have half our .time served we may get our discharge before
ouw time is up but i dont expect to get my discharge much before
unless theRebels kill me or i die ther is not much news to write to
you we have pretty hard living hard crackers and bacon the wether
is tolerable warm down here We have not had much snow as vet how is
the wether at west creek write to me grandfather and tell me how you
are getting along direct you letter to James S McCarty Company E 27th
Regiment illilnois Colonel F A Harrington Nashville tenneses the
regiment is pretty healthy at presant there is not a man in the
regimental hospital our new tents came to our regiment bhut the
Colonel would not take them for his regiment they where made of
drilling they made light so we could carry them they are in two
peices one tent for every two men each man is callculated to carry
half of a tent besides his knapsack with a blanket and a shirt or two
and a pair of drawers socks and overcoat Canteen haversack anf
cartridge box with 20 rounds and gun besides so you see it is a big
load to carry and march 15 or 20 miles a day o soldiers life is a
hard 1ife to lead but i hope it will be all for the good of our
country give my love to grandmother and Aunt Ann and all the rest of
the family my love to you write soon No more at presant but still
remains youwr loving grandson give my love and best respects to all
inquiring friends James §. McCarty to George Mckaig



5
& S GOk e 1
fFEW Sl ) gl : ight we pushac
dashwvills & WEPLthun a taw ml]ua beyvond the town we campt for the night
Enirough the jav it rainaed & ws whsre wast nearcly through but we whers marchasd on

the picket line where not allowed any fire and ordersd to lie lese by ocur guns
w2ll we lie down on the Cold wet ground to sleep the best wse could i ti= down

~ithout anything but the canopy of the heavens to Cover me maturday we whare 1o

the march again Cold % wet in the afternnoon it rained awful hard % we whsrs

narched through cornfields and tinber and on the pike trough mud & water till! we

~here nearly scaked through near night we went into camp when we had strock
arms & ordered to Break ranks such another running i hardly

avaer did see nearly evey man running for rails to build fires Sunday we 1ay
i camp resting drying ow clothes blankets % cleaning up our guns Monday
jorning we where up bright & early % ready to march we marched over. the

~oughest road that+i ever saw we where til after dark traveling about 12 o 132

miles when we have traveled 27 in nearly the same time we campt at night
~ithin 5 miles of Murfreesboro where the rebels where the rebels where
~eported to hHave a larae force tuessday Morning ws where up & on hand to march
an to the enemy % give them a few 1lin Conpills we marched about 2 miles when
the skirmishers Commenced % heavy Skirmishing where kept up all day the enemy
solding there position 3 regiments of our Brigade where engaged that day
2lst 42 2 ZZnd illinaois Volenteers our Regiment laying in reserve drawn up in
fine in an old wet muddy cornfield all day one of my friends of the Z21st Regt
~a3 wounded in the rist slightly his name was Thamas Mason John Masans Son

wzll at night we lay down in the old cornfield close by the fires that where

nade along the Tine 1 lie down with a fegw corn stalks & a little straw under me

to rest with a hungry belly our rations had about run out 1 had pretty near a
fandful of Crumbs of hard crackers and a piecse of meat to eat fer my supper
Adensday morning 1 had fresh Beef without any salt or anything else to =at with

Lt i thought that was soldering in the firzt degresg what do you think about
it oearly in the morning we where drawn up in ine of Battle & the figiht
commencad in ernest about 8 oClock w2 where Called into it as the enemy where

Zoming around on ouwr right flank % driving our men where on the right before
Lhem we where ordered in lTine & told to lie down and hold cur firs untilt they
jot close to us so we let them come close when we Jjust rehanysd away with our
rusees and such another roar of Musketry 1 never did hear before that was kept
LA for about a half hour or hour % the artillery on both sidesz putting on the
dSa

on three sides when we where ordered to change our position to change fromt to
zar on First Company lett half whesel when we lie2 down and commenced fireing
zway the shells just flying in evry direction Cutting off limbs % trees and
ocking mens brains  and dealing out death % destruction in general onge shasi]
=truck a tree Just in front of me and cut it off throwing spl intsrs all around

snder fire holding the ememy in check about % hours when we where ordered up

ard eebtposted zbout a mile a gretiy good order when we whers foresd in to & 1ine
2ain  wWe ahere zsaon drawn up in line of Battie % ordered forward we nad
""" ched s 100 or 202 yards when the snemy it looze on us with heavy
uugkauﬁy W resizteda little whils whsEnuwe where ordered to retreat we waih
cack formed n tins of Battle again & where ordersd fordgard again this was Lo
small C arove along the edge of a larges =1d well forward we wasnht wit
ciron of driving the rebel

i
o

a detert it possibile soms whars madd somz 2

suersing

s=ls at a2 hard rte we zoon le a heavy fire goon tha

2 large splinter taking me on the head but did not hurt me well we lay t“hars

st Ticks wzll we lay there under fire until the snemy had got us surroundsd

Crannl 1B
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prisoner thers was B
wounded and our acting Brigadier general was Lilled and worst of
onel F A Harrinaton was wounded he was shot through the mouth Cutting =

]
o

wounded in Company

piece ofhis tongue of he has since died o it always almost brings tears to wmy
zyes to think we lost such a good Colonel at night we got a little provision
zuch as hard crackers and baCon Thursday morning we where Called up long
nefore daybreak and ordered to put out all the fires and be ready to fall in at
2 line and was an awful frosty cold morning to after daylight awhile we whers

aordered out to the edge of the grove % built Breastworks of Rocks logs sand so
forth rocks where plenty so we soon made a pretty good Breastwork and got
behind them and began to look for the secesh to come and attack us well soms
us anyhow wished they would Come and try our works well we kept looking for
them til about Z ollock in the afternocon when we saw & regiment Comihg out of
the timber on our Teft in front well whan thay marches alrosos the field wa
taying ilow until the Came within 2 or 3 hundred vards of us when the crder was
cight wing ready ftire and i tell you we made them skedaddls Back to the timber
tn & hurry laying out a few of them and taking 6% prisoners so they put back
and didnt Come more to attack us old R F RoseCrans Complimented us very highl:
for the good deed we done on Wednesday saying that we had saved the whole army
from being Cut to pieces and taken our losses estimated at 1000 killed & 5,500
~ounded Besides a great many priseners i would not of missed being in the
HGattle fer Considerable since i have Came out Safe i think i have zeen
soldiering and fighting in reality since i listed we have over 4 monthe pay
2coming to us and have not mustered yet for we where fighting on muster day
#=11 we settled down in camp once more where i have a big tent to live in and
aood bed to sleep and plenty of Rlankets to keep me warm and plenty to sat and
not much to do but i dont expect to stay here long give my love to mary &
fartha 1 thank you for your kind advice the battle lasted S days when the
=nemy evacuated leaving & great many of there wounded at Murfresesboro on our
ppsesion well i belive i have written most of the important news about our
~egiment so i wile Bring my letter to a close Write scon No more at presant
but still remain you obedient SOn James Swain McCarty Company E 27th Regt ills
volenteers to Samuel McCarty

-~
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Tigar Moths 1w =ik dee e Sacwes el Bigel Fottes athalk 1 rereived boday 1
2m well at pressant and hop=z these faw lines find you enjoyina bhe sans great
plessing w=1l1 dear

Mother i1 am wvery aglad to hear that yow are sa well provided far thruo winter i
Rave wsnt through an awful scene since 1 last wrote to you iriday the Zoth of
decamber ws where retired to March with 3 days rations 1n owr haversacks and 2
in the wagon we marched to within 3 miles of Nalinsvilile when ouwr skirmishers

Came in Contact with the enemy there the feds thad a little fight and routed the
anemy and we went on and Marched on until afterdark Marching through mud and
rain we where Marched up on a great high hill for pickets and it was Cold but
we were not allowed any fire for fear the enemy would find out our positions

s0 we lay down on the cold wet ground to sleep the Best we could it rained
nearlty all night hard o 1t was a long night to the next morning we where
forwarded on our Journey towards murfreesboro that day we had Considerable rain
towards night if Just poured down in torrents we where marched through
Cornfields and up hill and down hill at night when we got into Camp and
stacked arms and ordered to Break ranks you ought to of Just seen the Boys run
for the fences such another rail Carring i never saw before to make fire with
next day we laid in Camp trying to rest and get our clothes dry it was a right
nice day Monday We had to march again over the roughest roads i ever saw we
marched till agter dark and Campt within S or & miles of Murfreesboro Next
morning we was marched about 2 miles and then the fight Commenced 3 regiments
of our RBrigade whetre in the fight that day but we did mot get into it we laid
in reserve that dy Thomas Mason of the 8lst Regt got Wounded in the Wrist . John
Masons son Next day the old 27th had to try herself the enemy got us
surrounded on the right on three sides then the work of destruction Commenced
the bullets did Whiz and the shells did fly and burst i tell you the old 27th i
thought surely was gone up but we where bound to fight our way out we had 2 as
brave a Commander as need rver be so fight we must and fight we did our Acting
Brigadier general was killed on the Battefield ard ou Colomel 6 A Harrington
where wounded in the mounth the ball passed throuah his mouth Cutting his
tounge partly off he has since died well we laid under fire about 4 or 5 hours
poking in a few licks with our rifles we had none killed in our Company but had
& wounded there was 9 killed in the regiment and 67 wounded 1 got struck with
a splinter from atree that was Cut off with a shell on the head but was not hurt
about Z oclock we changed our position and went further teo the left about a mile
and was drawn up in line Soon we where ordered to foreward March we went about
over 2 yards when the balls begin to Come thick and fast towards us soon the
order Came to retreat the enemy pushing us we retreated a few yards and
where ordered to form a line of Rattle and foreward March that made Sone of of
us mad so we went into it with a Charge the Bullets a Whistling in every
direction but we went in a hooping and hollering pretty soon the rebs begin to
run % then such another hollering and i scarcely ever see the man that was on
my right in the ranks was wounded and the man behind me in the ranks where
wouned so you see the bullets Came Close to me but thank the good providence i
Came out saft and sound and well that night we lay on the Battlefield Close by
DU camp

Next morning we was up EBright and early Ready for the enemy if they should
attack us the day that we run the rebs we went into the fight with nothing but
fresh Beef without salt so we went into the fight like Ravenous wolves so it
was life or death with us in the afternoon when the rebels run they Just
throwed Elankets haversacks and nearly every thing else one of our men went
ovaer the field and brought in loads of haversacks nearly full of Cornbread
BisCuits and Bann 0 you ought to seen us a grabing for something to eat our
faces black and hands to with powder we looked like fighters i assure you at
night we lay down on the cold ground in good spirits next morning we were
ordered to build a line of defence of stones rails and so forth well we got
them built and laid behind them and Wishing for the enemy to Come in the Breast
works where along the =2dgs of a large fisld about 3 oclack we saw the rebels
Coming out of the timber in frant of us a little to our left one Regiment Came
out only we let them Come within 2 Or 3 hundred yards of us then we poured fire
o them and 1 tell you they did skedaddle for life o it was fun to see them run
Back where they Came from that is what was left of them
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" whers the =nemy where fi:xed and you ought to of dust seen th szcesh Come out of

-he holes Where they where hid they Just run and throwed up there hats and
seemed to be very glad to get to come over to the union there was near 7% of
tthiem sSome of them wer killed but none of our men where hurt o how we did
rejoice and Wish the rebs would Come on we Jjust believed we Could Whip to our
ane Next day friday we did not get to fiant any but theres was heavy fighting
an the left in the afternoon so we lay ciose by our Breast works ready to fiaht
them at any time but no fight for our regiment on that day we where ready but
no fight for as on that day neither at night the enemy evacuated the Battle

was a long one and & hard fought one it lasted S days we are 1in Camp at
presant but i1 dont know how long we may stay here ow head generals report is
we had- 1,000 killed and 5,500 wounded it was an awful sight to see the dead and
wounded strewn over the Battlefield Some with there Brains shot out and
scattered over the ground some of them with Broken legs and arms and so on

we have not had much cold freezing wether yet but plenty of rain

i am alad to hear that there is some friends at west Creek that think enough of
me to inquire about me let grandpa and ma and all the rest of them that wants
to read a war letter an old soldiers letter of the 27th Regt illinios volenteers
and Just think of the hardships a soldier has to go through and what hard
fighting ta  for oufr copntry bat i think 1t i5 511 for the Best 0B i hoped &
pray the good lord may preserve my life that i may meet you all once more on
earth again 1 dont want you to wortry about me mother leave me in the Care of

my heavenly father i still try to live a Christian kife and trust in my
heavenly father he has preserved my life so far and he is able still to
preserve my life Although the shells and bullets may fly thick and fast around
me i have my health first rate i have been in the service over 17 months and
been through one of the longest battles that had been fought in the west the
Comander in Chief Was old General W S RoseCrans Near Murfreesburo he is as

food a general as there is in the West he never lost a battle as yet i believe
i am ready for another BRattle but i fear we cant get provisions enough to take
us along fire along time give my love and best respects to all inquiring
friends Write soon i am glad to get such long letters from you any to get so
much nenws vyou must not think hard of me if i dont answer your letters right
away for when i receive you letter i may be on a March ou in a fight i have not
had a letter from father for a long time i dont know wether he has quit
Writing to me or not our Major is in Command of our Regiment our Lieutenant
Colonel being at home we have pretty shaby living but i am very hearty 1 have
know doubt but the West CReek and EAst Creek boys was in a pretty hot place at
fredricksburg but they was not in as long a battle as i was keep in good Cheer
Mother 1 hope i shall get home safe when my 3 years are out and then i can
laugh and talk about what funny times and what hard times i had whilst i was a
soldier a fighting for my country 1 was in the town of Murgreesburro yesterday
it is a small town and a desolate one to most of the stores and churches are
taken for hospitals there is lots of rebel Wounded left there for the
tederals to take care of the Rebels have skedaddled for the south to make
another stand 1 expect when we get provisions enough we will start after them
again and catch then somewhere else and whip them again or they learn that old
RoseCrans is a fighter hebears that name Colonel Bradley is Commanding our
Brigade at the presant i had a very dull Christmas 1 had an oyster supper at
night i would like to spend a week at home first rate but it is impossible

whilst 1 an so far away 1 try to be contented with the service my love to all
especially to you and my Brothers % sisters No more at presant but still
remains your kind loving & affectionate Son until death James § McCarty to

Martha A McCarty
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ot bee it to you but have been
=g clos Ot thin S0 yards of cur
witen wWe regiment did not get snga

was naot a very heavy fiaght rLtilliery & 1nfanbry whsrs
glad to hear that you are doing wail this winteae well 1
wad i get plenty of hard Crackers Bacon Beef &% once in awhil
we have got over 7 months pay due us rnow but we have not much pre
getting pay very soon we have pretty plenty of clothing except s
very scarce wekk 1 have served haf of my time out and % days on
o the time is passing off fast if i have my health as well as 1 havea
the half that has fone i think i Can stand it 3 years first rate but
life is & hard life to live and a more wicked place i never saw in my
money is so scarce that there is not much gambling a going on but a trs
site of Curssing % swaring but i trust hope pray i may not be lzad astra,
al though i have & great many trials troubles difficulties % wickedness to
enCounter 1 feel very thankful to you Mother fot your kind advise i
that i have praying friends & a praying Motheri% father i got a lebit=r
the other day o how i would like to see you % all my brothers % s

w sisbers :
Cant sure that i will ever see you again on earth but i pray that the good 1oird
may preserve my life health and strength % that i may meet you all again
inprovidence 1 am glad to hear that she died happy poor girl she has fof out
of a world of trouble o how i would like to be there to Well i have not much
news to write to you i am glad that you always send me such a big lettsr o i
am s glad that you always tell me what the Children are doing and somsthing
about the young folks to i1 like to hear from both old and young about west
Creek edmund Tomlin is well and doing pretty well he likes to hear fraom the
East ha is a pretty good fellow when you write me if you have have any news
ConCerning him tell me % i will tell him well we have been put throuagh for ihs
last week 1 tell you feraging making breastworks % standing picket 1f IS
awful wet % muddy down here it rains very aften so we every once in awh:
Cold spurt of weather too but it is not steady Cold we are still laying =
near Murfreesboro % no prospects as yet of moving on to the enemy 1 gusss we
are again to stay in Camp here this winter wnless the enemy attack us whicn
sont think there is much danger of i was glad to hear that yvou dost worey
me providence will take Care of me 1 expect Mellie is getting to be a prstl
big girl o how 1 would love to see her and have her Comb my hair with th
comb dont be afraid to tell me about the young folks for i love to hear
them getting married and having such fine times well give my love & bas
reguards to all inquiring friends i feel very glad that peoples trist
me to inquire after me tell them i thank them very kindly for ingoir:
my health well i feel so dull % lazy % not having a good chance to wr
much news to write either i shant write you a very lang letter this
give my love and best respects to grandpops folks direct to J & MeCart,
Company E Z7th Regement illinaois Volenteers Nashville Tennesses Weits @oo
tell me the news 1 EH%FECt things have changed considerable sinocas i 5
a i am sorry to hear that the church is so dead i hape it may come o §ifs
agaln 1 an glad to hear that the neckers so many of them are gstting
Lonselrated i hope they may hold out faithful until death well i belisve i
will bring my letter to a close you must excuse me for not weiting
letter for news is scarce at presant but i may have plenty the next
am al ive MNo more at presant but still ramains vour kind laoving and = i

agbediant Son untiil death may tha Lord keep us faithful J § Moclarty Lo basibhae
#4 MzCarty :




i
5

bl

L
KLk
it

drzwar b o patiay

:.t!"llj +o1na

=M

must be

S = St 1= S R Fra L=

o or Thomas doing : S your

—hoolmast guasr fellow 1 think give my love to al i
f"'i-E' Boys % siris 2 R Lo Inguirese about meE o now 1 owould like
SO See you The t her must have a grathy small sohool 1 am glad to hear you
zay that you like to go to school 1 hope you may learn preatty smart this winter
it 15 a good deal nicer agoing to school this Coid Weather than Soldiering for
we have so much hard Marching to do % have to stand gaurd so much in the wet
and Cold 1 am glad that half my time is Served when we are on a March it is

no difference it its pouring down araining or freezing everything solid we have
to lay down onr the ground in the open air sometimes by a fire & sometimes no
firg at all when we are on picket on the outpost we have to stand 2 hours at a
Ltime and we dare not have any fire and it is awful Cold some nights . too and it
rains very often down here but we are fast so we growl a little and bare it for
that is the best i1 Can do without i runaway wich i never will do if i have to
stay 3 years in the service we see a good deal of fun since old Colonel
Raoberts the man that was acting Brigadier general of our Brigade was killed we
nave had the easiest times since we have been in service we have no Camp gaurd
to stand at all now and we hant hadto go a forageing but once in the last month
that is our whole regiment ner we hant had to work but one day on the
Brestworks but we miss our poor Calonel harington i tell you poor fellow i fear
he has gone to a worse world than this for he an awful wicked man blUt he was a
first rate Colonel the man that is acting Colonel now is a granny he is a poor
Conlern for a Colonel but i hant sure that he will get to be Colonel yet i would
like to know what that young fellows name is and what he is doing there i
=xcuse you for your Bad writing for i Can make it out very well i am glad to
get a letter anyhow from home i like to hear from you % all the rest of .my
Brothers % sisters What is Charley pit adoing these times does he have any
notion of going to war yet or is he afraid he will get shot how old are you
now Corbit % how tall are you % how much do you Weigh how big is melly Can she
read ant yet o how i would like to have a round with the youngens 1 would tell
them some funny tales and Jjokes too well i hope i shall get to ses you all some
day and if 1 live to get home again i will tell vou of some of what Big times
when i was Chasing the rebels around in Mississippi % in alabama Tenneessee %
rentucky o wouldnt you like to run around and see the Country with me vyou
Could get to see plenty of cotton % niggers & see % hear plenty of cannon i
tell you but it is pretty hard to march 15 or 20 miles a day with a Cartridge
box with 200 rounds of amunition % ahaversack with 2 days ration lantern % big
gun besides well give my love to all inquiring friends direct to J S McCarty
Company E Z7th Reg Ills Vol Nashville Tenneessee Well i believe i will bring my
letter to a close so no more at presant But Still remains your kind loving &
affectionate Brother James S McCarty to Willian T C McCarty
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dey place to stay whasse 16 nant & eaining it rains vary oftzn down = t
dont have much Snow wa live tolerable Comfortable whilst in our fents. bt of

late we have had to fo on picket pretiy often and i tell you it is awful
disagreesable to stand pickst and it & pouring down a raining 1 am glad tg hear
that you like to go to schaool and that you have such funny times try and lszarn

to be a good writer and a food speller if you Can you say that this term jeff
and annabell are pretty MisCheivous well 1 hope thay may enjoy theresel ves
while vyoung give my love to them and tell them i am glad to hear that they

flave not forgotten me yet vyou say the boys that went a Soldisring are getting
tired aready ©Shaw they ought not to get tired aready i have beesn in Service
over 18 months &% i think i1f i am spared my 1life % health that i Can stand it 2
years like a book althouah a Soldiers life is a hard life to Lead especially in
the volenteer service where we have so much Marching & fighting % much gard duty
% so much expasure to it takes a man that has a good constitution to Stand the
hard krnocks & fatigue that a Soldier has to endure 1 am glad to hear that the
boys are having such ftine times a going to extra meeting o hohw i would like to
be at home a little while to go to extra meetings with them the young men
about west creek must be pretty scarce give my love % best respects to all that
inquire about me and tell them i fell very gald that they inguire about me when
you write again tell me i+ Aunt Retta has any beaus or not % wether Rachel
Mcokaig is Married or not tell me all you about the young man % girls that i am
agquainted withe o0 how is ole Mrs Wallace agetting along thses times Who os
living with her now how is Caroline Smith % Rhoda along thses who is payign
attention to them now who is working for mr Smith now o of i live to aet homw
how i will go it for a few wecks give my love to Tom godfrey % July try &% get
2 good pen when you write again i Could read your letter pretty well- i have not
been in any Battle since i last wrote to you but on Friday the 30th of January
our Regiment went out with some other troops a forageing Soon after we got out
as far as we were going the enemy attackd our troops but our Regiment where in
the rear of the train so we did not get to fight any that day but some of the
Balls % shells came Close to our Regiment next day our Regiment was on picket
day aftter that our Regiment was at waork on Breast works our men are fortifing
Murfreesburro so if the enemy attacks us here there will be a bloody heavy
fight i tell you but i dont think there is much chance there doing it i have
over % months pay coming to me and no prospect of getting paid either very soon
when i get my pay i will try % send soms to you if i think it safe it has been
50 long since 1 got any money i am pretty well strapped the government is so
poor that it dont furnish us boots so i buy my boots i bought apair since i Cams
in Camp and 1 had to give 10 dollars for them in green backs for i didnt like
to go a wading around in the mud &% water with shoes and on the same day i had to

give 7% cts for a pair ofsocks or go bare footbt for the government dont furnish
us half enough of zocks 1 gt a good Rubbesr Blanket i drarsad it Wel ¥
axcuse you for bad writinmg give my love to al inquiring friends keep & good
share tea wiursebd Wejte =soan wall 1 willl BE g my letter o a8 Blase =g oo

more at presant but stiil rzEmains your affectionate laoving and obediant Brother

James S MoCarty to Hachesl L MecCarty
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pport the Battery and the jeft was thrown ool a2z skirmishes =gt
rhe2 Dannon Boomed away swhile O 1 tell vou it sounded like ole times but we
sxpexted to have a biu Battle right here at Murfreesburro sure enough but our
artillery Soon made the Rebels Skedadles for thay had none to opperate on us at

teast they never apensd it on us scon after the artillery stoped fireing
ZTompany £ and F where sent out as skirmishers to see if the rasCals had
skedadilied for good or not o 1 tell you the old 27th was ready and willing for
a fight with the old secs=h for a great many of our regiment would Sooner they
would Come and fight us instead of running all aver the Country hunting them up
and fighting them yesterday our Erigade was on picket and there was a report
that the enemy where agoing to attack us again this morning & they made some
teint attack on our videtts before day 1 Came on post Just at daylight So i
thought i would have the great pleasure of helping open the Ball if they should
come S0 i made myself ready to help give the butternuts a warm reception but i
had to leave my post disapponted for theu did not Come but our Cavelry said they
where outside of our lines a few miles 2 regiments and 2 pieces of artillery
Sur picket have besn moved back a long was 0o 1 suppose the enamy thought we had
lett Murfreesburroc So they would Come and see about it but they Soon found the
vankees where 5till therr and ready for a fight and so they soon skedaddled
Murgreesburrao is pretty well fortified nonw So if they fetCh a heavy force
satermined to take the place i tell you it will be a harder Battle than was ever
fought in tennesee for old. RoseCrans boys are fighters i tell you we have been
tried espeloally the old 27th i tell you mother it dont frighten me to much to
~alk up before the Cannon and the muskets for i have done it So often that i am
getting pretty well used to it it Sounds pretty natural to hear the old Camnon
belch forth the iron hail from ilts mouth 2 boys of our Company that where
wounded in the last Battle have retuwrned to there Company Well Dear mother i am
gald that you have Such happy times i hope it may Continue o i am glad to hear
that the work of religion is progressing so rapidly o how it would rejoice m=
to be there and attend the meetings o i hope and pray that i may be spared to
Lome home again but i dont see any prospect A getting home Before my time is up
and that is a littles over 146 months yet o we are about to havea New Second
Leiutenant we had another grand review today we where reviewed by old General
RogseCrans himself o what & pretty sight it was to see the troops dressed up in
there Best and see a whole Company take a step at a time o i tell you the old
27th Can do Some Splendid marching yet give my love and Best Respectts to all
inquiring friends wheever they are to be found Well i havent much news to write
for we havent been in any fight lately So i believe i will brirng my letter to a
Close write socon o how glad i am always to get such good advise and such
znCouragement from a kind mother So No nore at presant But Still remanis you
sffectionate and loving and praying Son James Swain McCarty to Marths Ann
cCsrty Good by
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a half hour =g9s 1 am
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woirry about we L father
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]'} lave & zapryvs
eideEncs & Ay that we
permitted to mzet on
amy mest uruund ISR e e U o e e T

th dear Blesssed Savior in a Solial Company %2 in
c@ace where we will ﬂat be ind with Curseing & swearing like 1 am at the
gre:ant time for there is na!r dozen Christians in ouwr Conpany S0 you sas
L have not many Christians to Comfort me with there good advice =o i Cail upon
the ever wiiling % ever ready % mesciful providence to aid & assist m= in my
trial & afflictions that i have to endure night &% morning % the good advice that
1 receive fromn you 2 1t rejoices ne o1 oan 89 thankful to the all wise
providence that i have such a kind Loving pious religion & praying Mother % such
Loving kind praying Brothers % Sisters & friends o 1t nzarly makes tears Come
to my eyes to read your Loving Letters o how i would lLove to see you my Dear
Mather % help you along all i Could in Spiritual matters as well as worldly
matter but 1 dont sxpect to get to Come home wntil my time is out wich is
Several months yet for it would take me so long to go % Come that i wouldent
have Long to Stay after i got there % it would cost me a good Deal to a year &
9 months of my time only is out on the third of may which is Close at hand now 1
ta2l you the time is passing Slowly away and i might lose the pleasure of bring
in a big fight if i should be so Lucky as to get a furlough so i belisve it is
oest to stay with the Caompany if they are wicked Bad men 1 get awful
aggravated with them often time for they plague me so much % appear to hate me
peCause i dont drink Whiskey play cards swear lie & steal like they and they say
once in while in a kind of a slur no he wont drink nor play cards for he is
religious 1t makes me mad for a Little while but i try & pass it by % i pray
the almighty may give me a kind loving & forgiving temper % if there esver was a
place that would try a Christians heart if is in the army i tell you for a man
LCant hardly get out by himself at all for there is such an awful 1arge army
Campt here that the Soldiers are Shouting all arcund in every direction to day
the men are on picket all but a few that is sick wounded or havent got
accroutenents 1 was on gaurd last night we have not had any long march since i
last wrote to you last so we have had tolerable gasy times we have to drill
sone times % have a Little police duty & fatigue duty but that hant much but we
lave to go on picket guard very often but that hant so bad now day for the
weather is getting warmer % we dont have so much stormy weather as we did in
March i am glad to see Nice warm Clear weather +or it is so much more
pleasanter we where mustered today for two months more pay but i dont know when

we may receive it we may treceive it tolerable soon if we stay here Near
Murfreesburro i think perhaps we may get to stay here or Close by anyhow this
summer for it is getting pretty well along towards summer now we ara almost

turned out of doors for we have to live in dog tents but they will do tolerable
w2ll to keep the dew off of a8 night and keep a Jlittle sun out in the day time
put they are not much account in rainy stormy weather well de is awial il
Limes in the regiment now adays but the health of the regiment is very good
about as good i guess as it has been whilst in Service we havent had any fight
since 1 last wrote to younor i guess we wont have one Soon neither unless we
move onto them which i dont ses much prospect of yet father has quit writing to
me all together poor fellow he appears to have a hard time to get along in this
world i get discouraged once in awhilw but i get such encouraging letter that i

So0n get over 1t am &1l right SFYALN wehave not gob bubt one preacher to preach
S0 he dont get much time to visit the Christian:

Lo oa whole Brigade 4

: RGaree & Linss around here vaey dull sa & b
o bring my letter to a Close our Captain Stout has got back
the Company % portar has gone home on a furlough for 20 days
=

ga
wicked man % swears tremendous hard but he is not sa awful
@ all give my love & pbast psspects to all inguiring

g Aunt Ann grand ma pa Aunt rebts 3 the rest still keep in



ssburro 30tk 18463

Dear Sister it is with pleusure that i now answer your letter i am always glad

Aprit Camp Shaffer Near Murfcs

to hzar from home to hear how you are ai getting along Doess s2tta Wallace and
you have such nice times and pilay hide and hoot around the hay stacks like you
used to o how i would Like to play with you o wouldnt we have soms big funny

times and Cut up Some big monkey shines if i was to Come home to Stay never
mind 1 hope and pray i1 may gest to see you all again on =arth if not i haopes we
may m2et in a better world than this hohw is uncle Charleys Cersons litte a
jdetting along these time and henry i expect henry is getting to be a pretty big
bay by this time is Jjimmm wallace as fat as he use to be and as full of his
frolics iexpect your pretty nice times now for the Weather ig getting warmer
and you Can go out an sCratlh around in the dirt & help your Mother fix the
garden a Little is melly as full of her Capers as She used to be when i was at
home does She like to Comb hair as well o heaw 1 woulte like ta Sk in Ehat ald
big rocking Chair % have her to Comb my hair for me fear sister i am glad to
lear that you will try & be a good girl that is right be a good girl % abey yaour
father & mother and you will get along very wel]l o wouldnt you Like to see a
Camp of Soldiers Sally and se=2 our dog tents that we have to stay in o if you
would Come along by my tent i would run out and bark at you but i wouldent Bite
o the Soldiers look nice whean they are on dress parade all in a Straight Line
and Dressed in there Rest i tell you and EBand a playing Such nice music but
when the cannons begin £ roar it isent So pleasent & the Bullets Come at a
feller like hail it is not so funny do you think so Sally Well i believe i
will Bring my letter to a Close for i havant much to write about i quit by
giving mLove to you and all the rest of my Brothers and Sisters so No more at
presant but still remains your kind loving Brother James S McCarty to Sarah
tElizebeth McCarty



May Bth 18483 Camp Shatfer

{flear rFother i am well at pressant & 1 hope thesse few Rines
may +ind you enjoving the same areat bkessing oognisd S6E S
photoaraph this torznoon of our Dear Beloved % departsd
Colonel F & Harringtonn ke Teels Just Tike bim 1 ERapt % 4
dident have to give but 3% cents for it so 1 thought 1 would
get cne % send it to you before it got dirty and soiled i
will send a sonag for Aunt Hetta to in this please give the
song to Aunt Retta mother i dont expect an answer to this
for i dont expect to write much foe i was aon picket

vesterday and last nightand it rained most all day % night
% was cold to so we had an awful Disagreeable time but i
tell you our still lies still % i dont see much of a forward

movement as vet please excuse me for not sending a lock of
my hair for i forgot it until i get a letter in the office
or base rather there is some report that Bragg is coming
to give us a fight but i dont think there is much Danger of
his attacking us here for we are to strongly fortified % if
he did it would just suit us for we would rather fight him
here than to run after him All over Tennessee to get a

fight out of him the soldiers appear to be in very good
spirits % very healthy there is talk of us losing one of
our old regiments there is talk of it being consolidated

you needent Bother to answer this i just send it to let you
see our Brave Colonel that fell at Stones river i tried to
get more of them but i couldent get but show it to
arandpops folks % see what they think of him give my love
to All inquiring friend my love to you & my dear Brothers %
sister No more at presant but still remains your kind
loving and affectionatl Son James S McCarty teo Martha A
McCarty



yiour kind Lowvira affociomate & good

1 =t i1 am well at presant % i engoy splandid
nealth i teil vaery well ftor a soldizes EE - o SR
saGEEEE et & B el mava vapry caal friahis % no smosguitc all
nor knats noae sfead fiies neslthar 1t 1= bad tor yad that ol has N Ll
At Ul welh weathe may be dry atter awhile we are still Campt on Stones
~aiver Near Murfreesboreg but i dont boow how long we will et to stay here for
Phere 1is a report a going in Tamp that Bragag has fall back % that owur troops
at Least & portiion of them are undar Marching orders already it braga nas

211 back towards viclsburg 1 =xpect there will be pretty stirring times here
before Long we are willina to fight them but we dont Like Marching this dry hot
dusty weathesr but if we must wew are ready to push on and Crush the rebel ion
out sooner the better we have a good deal of drilling too we have tao drill
twice a day 7 to ? Oclock & 4 to &6 oclock in the 2vening we hate it awfully
but we Cant help it % we have a good deal of picket gaurd to stand to or walk
rather for the orders are very strict on pickey A sentinel has to walk his beat
the whole two hours if he cbeys orders but we have to do the best we Can i
hope there is a better day a coming o Mother do you get any papers Caliled the
fharpers Weekly with pictures of the great Battles of the Fotomac ¥ told gur
second Lieutenant to write to harper to send a paper by that name for one year
to Martha McCarty & he did it for u wonted you to see some of the siaghts of
Battle and the horrors of war but mother the picture of a Battle is nothing
like being in one and seeing it in reality to see the little &.10 %12 pounder
Bull Dog Alooking you right in the face % Barking at you & the Little bullets
come A Whistling by same as they where saying By EBut after we once get into it
1 tell you dont mind much we pay them back in the same kind of coin it is
pretty tolerable quiet around Murfreesburreo as far as i1 know at presant but if
all is true that i hear you may look for stirring news in the next letter that i

wrrite that is if 1 am permitted o write Another i am glad to hear you get
along so well % that you are so lucky i hope the lot may soon be dry enough to
plow and plant how it cheers me to hear from you & hear that there 1s S0 many

that inquires about me o i am So glod to get a letter from you i always sit
right down And write an answer to it if i Can o it has such good cheering %

zomforting news in it i have had & pretty good Chance to gao to meeting of
iLate & i improved it pretty well to i commenced reading the bible through
About a month Ago % i have it pretty Near through 0 i1 read it a great deal % i

find it a very good thing to o how it enCourages me % going to meetings % hear
the good Brethren pray o it helps me a good deal in this unfriendly world

llear Mother i have greay many trials % diffiCultes to enCounter in this
umfriendly world but i go to my heavenly father for Comfort % ascistance % i
know he is able % willing to help all those that ask him in faith beliving that
put there trust in him i would love to assist you in the family prayers MNight
# Morning but it so i Cant but i pray that my heavenly father may spare my
litfe o that i may be permited to Join you once more in family prayer in the
family circle o what happy thought to think if i am not spared to See you again
this side of a never rending eternity that i have a prospe ct of meeting you in
that Land where we will meet to part no more forever 1 have not much News to
write So please excuse me for this short Letter give my Love & Best respects to
ATT dinquiring friends Write scoon and give me all the News for i dont have much
news to write nowadays well i believe 1 will Bring my Letter to a Close %o No
mare at presant but still remains you kind Loving affecticnate % obediant Son M
the good providence keep.us faithful until death James S McCarty to Martha A
MocCarty



[izar Sister 1onow =1t b oanswer youwe little istber thia vou
sent me 1 could Just read 1t & that was pretty much all to
for it was blotted =so 1 think you miaht get change snouah

to But paper & stamps the storskeepers must be pretty bad

off if they cant change a five or =2ven a ten dollar bill
they can change a 20 or 20 dollar bBill here in the Army we
have a grzat deal different kind of weather down here to
what you appear to have 1in the east for the weather is very
dry & hot down here % the river is getting very low thers
1 not a great deal of Stirring News around that is
reliable at the presant ther is reports that we have to
march before longa but 1 dont know wether it is so or not
there is some signs of a March or being attacked for all
that was not able to March have been ordered to the rear to
the Convalescent Camp one of our men by the name of John
Medford that was taken prisoner at the battle of Stones
river just fot back to the Company today vyou say that the
girls hawve a prayer meeting a Tuesday nights o how i would
like to see you enjoying yvourself with the rest of the airls
we have some good meetings here now when we are in Camp :
there is meetinag Sunday at halfpast ten and halfpast six at
night % prayer meeting a tuesday night Wensday night %
triday night that is if the Brigade 1is in Camp on those
nights So 1 have better times and feel more encouraged to
press on in the good cause that i have started in o dear
sister continue to pray and hold out to the end never turn;
back but ever put your trust in god and you will come out
all right at last 1 pray for you that the Lord may keep you
faith+ul well you wrote me such a short letter that 1
believe i will write a haort answer give my love % best
respects to all and tell them that want to hear from me
right bad to write to me and i will try and answer it if i
am alive & well My love to you % all the rest of my dear
brothers % sisters & mother No more at presant but still
reamins your kind loving Christian % soldier Brother James
S McCarty to Rachel L McCarty
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but we have not gone as yat but exupecting yo be called to face the enemny soon
vestarday thiere was fightima in front 22 the 2nd Brigade of ouwr division went
it little piece but returned again to there Camp befors night there 15 an
ancae of A general move of this wholig Army before 1ong s bbby the time
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2tter reaches you i may be engaged in a deadly strifs with the enemy or
cbhut ny trust 1S in gad i Leave all to him & 1 know 1£ 1 oply serve hin
Aright % obey his Commandments that he will take Care of me if it is my
destiny to fall & never to met you on earth again 1 hopr % pray that better

ir

warld above where mesting & partimg will be no more forever 1 was at meeting
Last niaht % they had A very good meeting there appears to be a great many that
are tired of sin & are Coming to Jesus we had praver % speaking meeting and
some of the young Converts spoke % when the Call was give for any that wanted
to be especially remembered in prayer % wanted to lead a New life Several Came
torward % gave the Chaplain there hand o how it rejoices me to see such a
trrning to the Lord if late 1 have been trying to 12ad a better life & have
taken to reading the scriptures more % try to be more kind Loving % forgiving
to my wicked Companions around me and i feel & great deal better by it % get
along a great deal better with my fellow'Companions in Arms o how it
enVCourages me to get your good letters and read them i feel very well
satisfied at presant o how Cherring to hear such food news if arant only takes
Vicksburg & all the men % guns % we whip them out here i think the Southern Army
of the west will be about gone up i dont much doubt but that we will have some
very hard fighting to do before long if we move to the front unless the enemy
have taken off a part of there force to reinfore pemberton at Vicksburg i
believe we are Jjust the Boys to Whip old Braag we have the name of being a
fighting Brigade % we =till have the determination to fight whenever we are
called on we are ready to march iut to meet the foe at any time but we most
awfully hate to pack 7 dayys rations but i guess we Can stand if we have it to

do there where pretty stirring times here yesterday troops where Marching
drums where EBeating % Cannon where roaring in the distance it looked very much
like war 1 tell you but 1 expect we will have more stirring times before long

it is kind A strange that father dont write to you perhaps he is some where he
has not the Chance to write % perhaps the reason he dont send any money home he
Fas not got paid off Lately mother if you get out of money let me know

whenever you are in need % if i have any i will divide with you we have over 3
months pay Coming to us now but i dont expect we will get paid very soon for if
there is a battle to be fought here soon we dont want it now i dont eupect we
will get i1ti till after the Battle i have money encugh to last me 3 months vyet
anyhow well i believe i have wrote you about all the importance at presant so
1 believe i wilil Bring my Letter to A Close give my Love % Best
respectts to All inquiring friends o how i would Love to see your fine preacher
% hear your splendid presiding elder preach well i will Ering my Letter to A
Close with Love to you % all my Brothers % sisters still remains your kind
Loving % affectionate Son James S McCarty to Martha A McCarty
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RafChel F McCarty #

‘frother 1 try to pen you a few lines in answer to the few you zent 1 am
siad ta hear you say that you get plenty of work but sorry to hear that you are

atflicted with the toothacke but Dear Brother that is not so bad az to have a
i

teg or arm shot off % have to lay in the sick hospital +tor monthe at a time in
pain & misery like a great many have to do and i dont knnow how soon i may be
“punded or perhaps killed perhaps before this lwtter rezached you i may laying
on the Cot in some hospital or else the spirit world b i trust in god %

whznever i may a9 to a better land whers there is no g nor sSorerow Nor Wars

aor rumers of was 1 am glad to hear that you have come hmme to help mother that

is right be a good boy and help youwr kind Loving PMother all vouw

can o how i
would love to help her % work in the lot % garden o hope when my time is out +to
Zome home & see you all % help mobther work % go to mesting with you o i am glad
rouw have staptad out to cerve the | ORd & pot yeuge teust in Fim 1 do pray the

Lard may brina vou up in the fear of the LOdrd give

my love & bBest prespects to
411 inquiring friends well i Belisve 1 will Bring my lettar being i have 2 more
‘etters to Answer for i got ons from 4noa today so No more a2t preszant but stild
~emains you kind % loving Brotoher James S McCarty to William Fitman C McCart

By



Camp Shaffer Juneith 1863
Dear Sister 1 now take my pen in hand to Answer your kind
Letter that i received in mothers 1 am well at presant and
hope these few Lines may find you enjoving the Same areat
Blessing we are S5till enCampt mear Murfreesborro but i dont
expect we will stay here Long for we are under Marching
orders to be ready to march at a moments warning with 3 days
rations in our haversaacks % 4 days rations in our knapsacks
the second Brigade went out a peice yesterday and i expected
our Brigade would have to go next but we havent had to start
yet but i heard a man Say today that Colonel Bradley acting
Brigadier general of the Brigade we would have to go out Sue
if we dident go today we would have to go tomarrow So i
Suppose we will soon get to hear the Bullitts whiz % the
Cannon roar again before Long but we are ready to meet the
foe at Least most of us are whenever we are Called on we
have hard very wet weather for a week past but it had been
tolerable warm the soldiers are in pretty good spirits on
the 24th of May one of our Company at Wicked young man W
Belonging to the hospital was Cook in the hospital he was
Carrying water up the river bank in the side next the camp %
the Butchers where Shooting Eeeves on the other side and one
of them missed the beef % shot the man right in the head
close to the left eye his Name was John K Camp this
happened Late in the afternoon and that Night about Midnight
he was Called into the other world he never spoke after he
was shot o what a warning to those not prepared to die i
pray the Lord he may keep me faithful % that i may be
prepared to die whenever death may Come pray for me my dear
sister i pray for you that the Lord may keep you faithful
No More at presant but still remains your kind Loving
Brother until death James § McCarty To

Rachel L(?)McCarty

Dear- Brother i try to pen you a few lines in answer to the
few you Sent i am glad to hear you Say that you get plenty
of ‘work but sorry to hear that you are afflicted with the

toothache but Dear Brother that is not so bad as to have a
Leg-or arm Shot off & have to Lay in the sick hospital for

'months at a time in pain & misery Like a great many have.

to do and i dont know how soon i may be wounded or perhaps
killed perhaps before this letter reaches you i may be
Laying on the Cot in some hospital or else in the spirit
world but i trust in god % whenever i am Called from this
world i pray i may go to & better Land where there is no
parting naor sorrow nor wars nor rumars of wars i am glad to
hear that you have Come home to help mother that is right be
& goaod boy and help your kind Loving mother all you Can o
how i would Love to help her % work in the Lot % garden O
hope when my time is out to Come home % see you all & help

.mother work % go to meeting with you i am glad vou have

started out to serve the Lord Still Continue to serve the
Lord & put your trust in him i do pray the Lord he Mmay
bring you up in the fear of the Lord give my love % bast
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tord & put your trust in him 1 do pray the2 Lord he may
bring vou up in the fear of the Lord give my love % best
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respects to All inquiring friends well i Believe i will

Bring my Letter being i have Z more Letters to Answer for i
got. cne“-Fr"‘“otq Anna today So No more at presant But still

S .rema1ne ycn..tr‘ kind % 'toving Brather ~James §. McCarty to

William’ F‘xtman 5 MCCB(‘
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1 thes go out on
; dowrt hiere  thers
1 ta Maech Muw would like to & have = good
i : Am 300 A AWAY 1 S 1 ey S iy sarth again
ot 44 4 ARG pﬁlmitad to mest you on earth zgain i hops & pray 1 may meet yvou
SELo1nm hEavan giva my love toc &11 of my inguiring 4friesnds % thank Lil Taylor
sending her love to me and all th rast that inguire after my welfare i o,
ot you my dear sister & i desire your pravers that i may prove faithful there
iz not much to writs to you Write Soon & give me All the News please excuse
ne for not wWreiting mors +Dr therz is not much fto write Well i pelisve i will
oring my Letter to & Elos S0 No more presant but my LOve to you Still remains

sour Brother JamsssS Mo Lar*y B L PleCarty

%

dear Erother 1 now take my pen in hand to Answer you Letter that i
with mothers it found me =sngoying excellant health sa you hopsd 1f

3ald to hear that my Letter that 1 wrote to my Class matss was read
that the prescher Lpaoks S0 much about it & how § would Like o oo

refeived
wowt d i am
to them &

Lo the

zaturday night Class again 1 hope i may be spared to go with you to the class
thers is not much news to write to you o how i would Like to fo fown to the
weach with you % help you Catch eels & pick up Crabs o if i could get you down
on the Beach how i would roll you in the sand we are Campt Close to Stone river

ot more than a quarter of a mile off so we Can go down & wash off

pretty often

tut it is not so nice as the Beach it is an awful stony river %W pretty shallow

Lo you said fight on for my country well i insure you i will when

rovidence parmitting there is ng much prospect of A fight
o

tew union soldiers but they o=stiter be a Little Careful how

it 1 belisve but i dont know how scon the rebels may fly in here

i gt A
around hers
¢
[54
they fool

ﬂruund us for we are ready for them whenever they ars a mind to Come Just let

chem Clme on we would Like to take out ocur fighting out here in Bre

astworks &

o have to Chase them All over the Southern Confederacy For 9 months men has =

Jgreat time getting mustersd
—ountry is in such perid 1ink 1 would enlist if @ ImE wWas out
1_4h+ry neaded my &5 bad as it does then 1 am glad to hear that you
pradile 9D+atue¢ ail in thate Bt =
5 4 3

wotrk for mother % raiss omething

I remaing you LOving Brother J § MeCarty Win MoCarty

the cuaht to enlist again anyhow when the

ifF bthe
have gob

to eat byes =z

ohae ey shigt *he Lord may keep you faitihfual & that if ws are
bhat we may meet in heavsn give my Love L Best respescts to 811

triends My love to you & 311 the rest of my Brothers & Sisters



i
i Bras
slesp until hs £
" man % only 21 year oid thiz month o i Ehougint 1 WAaSs I my
the sams tims Just Qwaae;ng out of sleep when the limb f=21! it +=11
my tent but the good providence protected me from danger the work of
is going on gloriously in our Brigade on Saturday 13th of June Thars
EBaptized in ou EBrigade % today the Zilst there was 14 Baptized on Stones
id Brother Raymond the Chaplain of ths S2th Regimsnt I1Y has a11 the

to do thez good meetings still Continue on  we have had meetings for 4
mors evrey niaht # Sometimes in the daytime Brother Raymond is ail the
that belongs to the EBrigade o i feel happy & fesl blessed of Late %

stronger Desire to follow my Blessed redeemer 0 1 fesl thankful to my
that he permits me to snjoy so may blassings 0 Mother you kndw not how
: o good youwr kind Loving & inteligent advice does me o how thankful i am to
mave a Christian Mother to enCourage me in this vile sinful degraded world & to
Znnfwr* % support me by her advice through my troubles trials % afflections of

i world but best of &ll my trust & Comfort is in Christ whenever i get
downhearted his Courage or in trouble i can call on my Blesss=ad Savior who ever
ceady & willing to Bless those that Call onm him in faith EBEelieving Nothing
ibting i fesl very well satisfied & 1 snjoy excellant health & 1 fesl very

e

ich inCrease of the Love of god to my Stul i pray god he2 may beep me faithful
that 1f 1 am not spared to see you face to face on earth zgain that 1 may mest
sou % oall the rest of my friends % relations in glory i oam glad to hear that

Ci

iz So many thalt inguire About me % i am glad that my old friends at home
:nt ftorgoten me 1 hopos to ses them sgain on earth t=211 them mother i
orgotten them but that 1 stillt thimk of them % pray for them that the good
may kesp them {fazthful give them All theaet inguirs abouwt me my Love & Dot
gots as a Soldisr for Jesus & my country to & that 1 dessire an intrest in

g prayers o bow i would Love to be homs A Little while % help you hoe
vboes Beans but 1 oam to far away to Coms to sees your oretty garden & corn 1ot
giad to hear that father has sent you Some money % that he is still alive %
wa have near 4 month wages dus us now % 1 dont think they will pay us

the four months is due 1 hope not anyhow poare Charlsy 1 am sorry to
that he was poisened i hope he may soon get over it we have very sasy

F1ow we dont have much MarChing to do nor other duty =ither % can go to
ing 2vry night &% stay till it is gut & not be put on 2xtra duty for missing
all o how i AppreCiaste such priviledaes % Love them give my laove to
aps folks % All the rest Well i bEolive 1 will my letter to a2 Dlass for
zzant Write =onn we are not undee narfhjng ordesrs at presant No Morss at
But still remains kind Loving Sffsctionate  James 5 McCarty M A MoCarty
Jo bo ovaurs B O Siotore



1

- orovisions snough up we
will again for ol mag = &t 3 for ppovizions we where on
nalf rations for szveral Y W rations of Bread again

we ara on top of the Cumberiand mountians ths roads are very bad % omuddy  if 1
dont weite to you for some tims again dont worey about me for 1 have enough to
Carry without Carrying papesr ink Lenvelopes o i dont know when we will aver aget
stationed in Camp again 1 have not got any ink nor cant get any at presant so
please excuse me for such poor writing 1 thank raChel for writing to me but i
welieve 1 cant Answer hers this time for paper is so scarce and i have such a
poor Chance to write it is awful hard Marching up thess mountians this hot
weather and we have a tremendous lTot of rain so 1 hope to soon get stationed
again but there is no prospect for ald Bragy is such a fast runner we just have
topnt dawn o Sf ko kheep aip with [Ram give my love to all ingquiring friends
iy 2 years will be up the third of next month and i think if the war goes on as
it is now it will all be ssttled up in ancother vear i will Just write you a
short lTetter to let you know that i am still]l alive & well and still trying to
srva my Blessed Lord 1 hope to be spared to see you again in earth how i
would of liked to a gone & fishing with you on the 4th i was on laying at
Zowens Station resting on the 4th a soldiers Life is & hard Kife 1 think
those 9 months men ought to enlist egein wall Believe i will Bring my Letter to
Close 1 will try to wrote you & better lstter when we get into Camp

~ovidence permitting my love to A1l my Brothers and Sisters and to you Write
Zoom Still remains your loving Son James 8 MoCarty to Mes Martha & McCarty
Write Soon

oo




Eridogesport &labama August FTih

Gare Flother i now 21t fown fo Answer rour letter that brought me such zad New

i reCieved »ou letier today & was glad to hear from »ou but vers zorry to heap
of the les= ot my desr Brothoer o it g wmnly Cawle =f =scp Gim Before he was Lain
in his long resting place but i was 3o unfortunate that i Could not get to see
fim i eme & prsee iiimse mese o biim & oAl Bheerest wit vow e Bhiat Eetfer lans
where parting is not Known i am w=ll & hope these lines may find you enjoring
the same great Elessing we are at Alabama on the tennessee river it is & very
good place for a Cammp except ths water is s0 unhandy we are campt on =z large

hill & evry time we go for water or go to the river we have to go & come up- thi

big Rhill wieh is & vepy hard jiob i t2ll »ou A1l is very quiet here the rebels
are just on the other side of the river but they» dont disturb us there is MNo
zigns of old RoseCrans going any farther for som= time i think perhaps we Can
fet to stay in Eamp A manth or to they are having the Camp fixed up very nice

the have Brush sheds fixed up over our tents for shade for it is very hot here
now & pretty dry we have very busy times a fixing up the Camp & standing gaurd
the Cars Come here most evry day now so i think we will Certainly get enough to
zat yesterday morn & noon our Company had just Crackers & Coffee to est but in
the afternoon we Killed a Couple of Shoats & had them CoocKed for supper i would
tove to be as Close home as father is i would soon get to see you i am
thinKing but my time is passing off very fast i an on my last year & pray the
good Lord may spare my life And my parents & my Brothers & sisters that i may
see them it is dreadful to Loocse A dear Brother but the Lords eill be done not
mine i will try & be recigned to his will i am striving in my weak was to
serve my Blessed master & to make heaven my home although i have a great many
trials temptations & difficulties to enCounter in this unfriendly world but the
Lords aid is sufficient to over Come them if i will only do my masters will & be
faithful to my trust & live & whole hearted Christian & Come to him aright he
will assist me in overcoming all of them i Know the war the war is going on at

the presant i think this war will soon Come to @& Close i am not tired nor
dissatisfied with A Soldiers life but | would liKe to pay uou all a visit & i
Cannot od it whilst i am so far away from home & | dont expect to get any nearer

fiome until my time is about expired for if any thing we are getting farther
away all the time there is not much news of importance of what is going on
around here i believe i have told you about all the news of importance i will
zend you five Dollars is is a small sum but i hope it will do you some good if
i was home i would try and help you momre but i have to look out for myself &
zvry thing we buy we have to pay such an enormous prices for them that it takes
near evrything we makKe & all the money i get i get honestly i dont get it
gambling likKe a great many of my comrades do give my lave & best respects ta
All inquiring friends do Not Mourn for your dear son the good lord had taken
frim to himselof i trust & he will be a great deal happier there that he would in
this troblesome world do Wot worry abour me the LOrd will take Care of me

Write soon & give me all the news | trust there will not such sad News in the
next being i wrote RaChel & letter a short time age i will not Answer hers or
the little cheet i got HNo more at oresant but <till remains your Kind laving
affectionate Son and soldier boy James S McCarty Martha A McCarty
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=t me know h AN &NSWSe Lo your
a1 s TR on the way now as sSoaon as yoo

lieve this 1s!H4 1 ~ite and et me kEnow if you recz=ived

would like to ses vy
that 1 may mest on earth again if No
meet you.one and ai! and my dear Brothers that
betore in that bstter land above where greif SO0RKow
parting is never Lnown o how i would love to be in
wortld mow along g of my dear brothers singing in
averlasting praisss to my blessed Master well thers no
great deal of imporitsnt ne2ws for me to writs sbout at
prezant except the Rebs are deserting and Coming over to our
side almost daily not only but a few officers Come over once
in awhile well 1 believe i1 will Bring my latter to a Close
perhaps we will have to march shortly from this place and it
may be a long time before you hear from me again if sver
out how soneevar wirite a&s scon as you get this give my love
and best respects to All inquiring friends My love to you
ang Brothers and sisters 8o No Morz at presantbut still
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remains your evse affectionate lovinag and kind son until
death James § to Martha A MoCarbty




Camp Roberts August Z%th 1863

{lear Sister i now sit down to Answer your long looked for letter that you sent
me i received it yesterday whilst 1 was out in the woods Cutting timber 1 am
well at presant % hope these lines may find yoy enJoyling the same great blessing

i enjoy excellent health and am very well satisfied ¥ 1like soldering toberable
well our time is passing off pretty fast the governor of illinois i1 heard was
trying to get our furlough time allowed us wich if we do our time will be out in
april next % some of the boys are in good spirits thinking they will get there
furlough time allowed them we are still at Bridgeport we sent our knapsacks
back to Stevenson but we sent back for our Blankets so we sleep very Comfortable
A nights the weather has been very cool since Wensday last our picket gaurd
is very light now having only to go on gaurd evrt 8th day that is picket gaurd
and there is not much other gaurd duty to do the Rebels dont bother us much now
a days so we have pretty peaceable times here now o but i get awful lonesome %
dull and tired of alaying around here 1 tell how i would love to go a visiting
once in a while Around west creek % gothe beach with the party i expect you had
a fine time down on pearcey with your beau if em Cerson is married when you get
this tell her i wishher a long life & a happy one who is that Mary J Wallace
wheredid she come Jfrom where does Mary E Hoffman live now % who goes to see
her 1 am to hear that the girls think enough of me to send there love to me
tell Theba McKaig i send my love to her % i thank her for sending her love to
me who is Mary J Wallaces man wher does he belong What business had he to
take Mary E Hoffman in the water 1 wish vyou would let the girls alone here
after especially my old gal if he pleas for me my dear sister try and get a
smart decent % nice young man if you have any try % andget well aguainted with
Isah Hoffman and find out weather he is may account before you tie the knot or
any other man my dear sister tell me honestly do you have enough money to keep
you agoing tell me honestly if you think i pay you inough wages dont be
afraid to tell me come right out with it it just between you % me its Just our
business 1 will send you five dollars mor in this letter 1 think 1likely if we
stay here we will get payed off again soon if not i beleive i will have money
enough to run me through how does the corn crop look % the potatoes 1 tell you
we dontget many potatoes here- but plenty of hard crackers & meat i hope i shall
live to see you all again and enJjoy the Comforts of life with you again Dear
sister you requested me to pray for you i so very frequently % i still desire
your prayers 1 am very glad to hear that you are still trying to live faithful
% make your way to heaven i pray if we are not permited to meet again on earth
that we may meet in heaven give my love to my dear classmates tell them that i
still remember them in my prayers and that i request there prayers for me give
my love % best respects to All inquiring friends Write soon dear sister for i1
will be anxious to hear wether you got the five dollars or not my love to
father mother % all Brothers % sisters put your trust in god % try tolive
faithful well i believe i will Bring my letter to a close No more at presant
but still remain your kind Loning ~ affectionate Brother until Death

James S McCarty to Rachel L McCarty

Camp Roberts August 29th 1863

Dear EBrother 1 now sit down to write you a few lines in answer t the ones you
sent me i am well % glad to hear that you was well i was very glad to hear you
had come home with the intention to stay and comfort poor mother thats right my
dear Brother take good care of her and i hope i shall live to get home to help
you i am alad you are striving to serve your EBlessed master still strive %
never get tied nor weary until the prize is one well ther is not much agoing on
here at the presant it looks come lilke as if we where going to Crass the river
here sometimes before long we where in the timber getting out logs for
something either bridae or Boats we dont know wich and some pontoons came up
last night 1 was very glad to get a letter from you 1 hope you will write
again soon % tell me all the news how you are getting along % all about it No

More at presant my love to yvyou still remain your kind Brother
James § McCartv to Georae F McCartw



T =it Ham bk PHley Dancern
Grestings

This Iay Certify that that the heaven Bro James FcCarty
EoraE e bbbl Dty Aftter 3 thorough Acquaintance, with the
Feasen =t iz Heps o BEhriz=t . on profrssion of faith, was
Baptissd by me in the Tennsssze River at Bridasport, &labama
on the Z8th dar of August 1S43

I do theretore hereby most bondially Commend him to the
fellowship nd Watch louse &F apy church of cur Lerd Jecus

1

Christ in gospsl order belisving him to have "passed from
death to life" and praying the Grest Haed of the Church
MakKe him 2 Sure YoKe Fellow in the Kingdom & patiencs of
Jesus

Yours in the best of bonds
tLewis Raymond
Ehaplaia Sist [Tl K&l
& member of the Bapist Church

Camp Roberts, Bridgeport AlLa.
August Z¥th 1843

~



Mad Some &awiul

el i

the Country
srogoka into

thar TR a day and then =i & .
the Back But we heve thask LR ek Rur T
stopped acd frad an awful hard days MarCh yvesterday % nothing

o =at bu ; : i had mothing but Wormy Buagy Crackers for Z days

Aear this marning when the Bugle Blowsd to fall in the boys Commenced hollisring
Zowbelly a1 over the Brigade and was very slow about getting in to ranks So the
arders soon Came to Break ranks and we have drawed mzat for 2 days now but when
we will ever get any more is hard telling o how i wish 1 Could get somewhers
where i Could get all 1 Could eat and that which was fit to =5 onece morse i

nave had a hard row to hoe % gresat many hardships to 2ndure but i hope 1 shale
come out all right again o how it Comforts me to get letters from you % to hear
how many ingquiring friends 1 still have back there at old west Creek i was very

glad to hear that you had reCeived the 25 dollarz it is very warm weathsr and
awful dry and dusty the roads are almost esnouah to smother a body to travel on
them the dust is so awtul thick but we have to go it for we are sworn to Serwve
aur Country and we cant get out of it without deserting wich i wont do i will
diz first the mountians are about a mile & a mils % a guarter high % very
zteep at that but we would not mind it seo much if we COuld get enough to eat i
was very glad to reCeive a from emory and from Sally 1 havent got time to
Answer there letter for there is signs of us having to move again this afternoon
it is pretty near noon now 1 hope they will write to me whenever they fesl

like it if i dont Answer for i love to hear the news % to get letters from them
i1 hope to see you one and all again on sarth again but if i am not permitted to
z@@ you all on earth again i1 pray i may meet you in heaven 1 have to MarCh
zundays and all so i dont get to fo to mesting mush nowdays but i Still go to
3od in secret prayer night &% Mornoing for help % Comfort but i have @& great many
trials & temptations to endure upon earth here in the army i trust the grace of
acgd is sufficient to over COme them all give my laove % best respectese to All
triguiring friends o Shall have to brin my letter to A closes % prepars to March
zgain write scon dont be worried nnor afraid if you dont hear from me again for
a long time for i dont know how long we will be out on the March so na more at
presant my love to you & all Brothers % sisters still remains your loving Son

James McCarty

Martha A McCarty




Lamp RM=ar Chattanoous Eladembime. ol il s

Dear Mother 1 now sit down to Snswsr you kind interrestina | etter
that 1 gJust recileved a ftew moments ago 1 am still alive % well
through the mercies of a kind providencse vou supposed 1 would be in
the Battls pNear Chattanoonaa the Battlie comnenced @ or 10 miles aout
from Chattanooga but the enemy having an overwhelming force we where

repul=ed the 3rd day af the fight # had te pull back MNMear
% the enemy still pressing us hard on the Night of the 4th days fight
we had to fall back to Chattrnooga the whole of old Roseys Army where
we had to go to entrenching as fast as we could & build forts wich ics
going on yet & it is 4 weeks tomorrow 18th Since our line had to
pull back the enemy are very quiet % have been for a long time but I
expect they are planing some scheme to get our rear i sent you a
Nashville daily union that had an account of the Battle but not very
true on so i got a Cincinatti dayly Commercial wich a had a very true
account of the Battle i belong to that Brave general Sheridans
division 3rd Brigade i hope you will get the commercial so you can
see how we had to fight against supeior numbers i expect there will
be another awful Bloody battle fough there when old rosey gets
reenforcements wich are on the way % some of them i guess close by the
enemy are within 3 miles of this place with a tremendous force so i
expect it wikl be an awful hard fight to drive them a way but the men
are in goog spirits as you might expect % feel confident if we.get an
equal number we can whip the Rebs our Company th 2Zlst have been
consol idated %is now called the 4th Army Corp under Major General
Gordon granger We have plenty of Bread now for a few days but not
enough of meat % half rations of sugar % coffee wich comprises our
living it is hard but we have to bear it % work a good deal to on
fortifications o how i would love to board at a good place for about
3 months but we cant buy much if anything here in way of provisions so
we have to make out the best we can we have had 3 days & 3 nights
study rain here this week so it is very mudy i am very glad to hear
that the corn is good % the truck is nice i hope you may live
comfortable % nice this coming winter but i expect to have a horrible
time this winter if i live but if i die i hope % pray i may to a
better world on high 1 was glad to hear that you had got Corbit‘s
tombstones % that you money enough to get them i have not joined the
Baptist Church at all Mother i still hold to the methodist doctrine
but i go to most any church here in the Army for we dont get to go to
church whenever we want to here i read the bible over % studyed up on
the mode of Baptism the way our Savior was Baptized % i thought is
was right to be immersed but i had no notion of joining the Baptist i

Chattanooga

thought

gsprinkl ing
striving to
may meet you one % all
parting is no more
my trust is in god

what
long tine

still
you % all my brothers
your kind

a. MeCarty

read the 3rd capter 16th verse of Matthew i
serve my blessed master in my weak way

remember you in my prayers %

loving affectionate Soldier son
Wirite soon

it would not make any difference to the members of the
methodist church wich way i

was Baptized although i know mode is
still am
i hope % pray i

in that better land above where meeting %

i have great many trials % afflictions here but
i got a letter from Anna this week
give my love & best respect to ali
something about Aunt Ann gradpaps sister
is the reason retta dont write
dont be disappointed
long time for i dont know how

she was well
tell me
how is she getting along
i havent heard from her for a
if you dont hesar from me again for a
soon we will have to march again i
am glad you do the same my love vyo
No more at present but still remadn
James § McCarty to Martha
if you please dear mother

inquiring friends

sisters



Camp Hobesrt Bridgeport, alabama

Sopt lst 1863

Dzar Mother 1 am well at presant & 1n good spirits I feel
frustrate we are at bridgeport it 1= very busey times here
the engineers are puting up a bridge across the river the
Cavalry had been within 12 miles of Chattanooga on their
side of the river & was not fired at 1 guess the rebs have
got scared our % have commenced a retreat there is no more
prospect of us moving away from here than they was when i
last wrote to vou so we may stay here a month vyet for all
i know it very bad here and agueish but there is not may
sick in the hospital sick mother i was Baptized on the Z23re
of august and i got my certificate % 1 will send it to you
for safe keeping until I come home if ever i so for i
think i shall need it i hope you think hard aof me
forgetting baptized for i thought it was right to do so & i

want to try to do right % make heaven my home at 1ast 1
ead the bible through 2 in less than 3 months so i1 thought
it was rtight to be immersed give my love to all inguiring

friends to brothers & sisters keep the Certificate for me
please keep a good share of love no more at presant but’
still remain your loving son

James S McCarty to Martha A McCarty



Tamp Chiakionocgx e babhers s Feoeth L 9aF

dear Brother | now take my pen in hand to answer »our letter of the 11 ER wich
Just reCeiuved last night whilst on picket duts i was very glad to hear from oo
2 ta hear Thalt yol Was enjor-ing goeod heal th our letter +ound me Enioring ver:s
good health but with only half of & cracker in my haversack for mr supper Mo
mzat at 211 so wou ses we hauve a hard life to live we get only half ratisns
miat  the fuame of Beesd & eation & cuasp o mak Ealil padions o meat wich o b= 510
Je have tee Live an We have po way ef getting geul fierse Secapt with Wagons & the
roads are tremendous bad for there has been so much rain for the past few weeks
the rebs have us pened up here so Close that we Cant forage encugh even for the
mules and horses we Can have a look at the Butternuts whenever we go out on
picketfor there picket line is not more than a quarter of & mile from ocurs & we
have to go on picket evry other day grub or ne ardb  1f well old resey had benn

Called away from here the report ie that old general grant is going to take
Command of this Army they say he is here now but i have not seen him yet
general G granger is Commanding ocur Corp now old McCook has been relieved of
the Command i have not been through another battle but i expect soon as
reinforcements gets up we will try to drive the rebe away from here & get
possesion of the railroad that runs to this place wich if they dont get
possesion of before long i think we will abcut starve here together or have to
evacuate i am very glad to hear that you are all doing so well at home i hope
L pray that | may soon meet your all on earth again if not permitted e i pray
that i may meet you in heavenwhere hardships is never Known give my loue to A&ll
inquiring friends write .soon again & tell me all the news still remains your
kKind loving Brother James S McCarty to G E McCarty

i now begin to Answer your letter dear sister that i received with emorys i
was glad to hear that you was well i an still alive & well & still trying to
Serve my blessed Savior although i have & great many afflictions & hardships &
temptations here to endure but i trust that there is a better day a Coming i
nope to meet you all on earth again but if not i hope and pray | may meet you in
heaven i am sorry that you & mother have so much outdoors work to do i would
like to be there to do it myeself but i Cant be there & fight for my country too
I am glad to hear that you have so plenty of evry thing | wish i had to but so
tt is i have to nearly starve & work & stand picket in the Bargain the
procpects look very gloomy now of being anybetter times =ny way soon i tell
»ou the weather is pretty Cool here & we have & great deal of rain wich makes
it wery disagreeable & mudy tell Mother i thank yer for the ballet she zent me
i the few lines She wrote me o i am =0 glad Always to hear from home
ially from mother the mail Comes very irregular & no rail road to Bring it
it takes & long while to get a letter here from home deont think hard of

i dont Answer you letters right away for | am on picket evury other dayr &
s have fatigue duty to do when | come off so you =ee | dont have much
to write whilset things are in such a fix as they are now direct to Company
27th Reg ills Vol infantry Chattancoga tennessee give my love to All
‘others & sisters& mother & all inquiring friends my love to you Write =oon
till remaine your loving Brother James S MecEaprty» to FEaCGhel L McGarty
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Chattanooga Tenn2ssse

Nov 2ist 1843

Dear Mother it is with pleasure that i take my pen in hand to Answer your kind letter that i1 received
this foremoon 1 was sorry to hear that you where not wellk that you had that dreadful disease
Nueralagia in the head 1 hope thse lines may find you enjoying good health 1 have my health first
rate but 1 feel kind a bad today we are still laying in Camp at Chattanocoga % i dont think there is
much danger of us aoving on to the enemy in our front for some time yet for provision is rather
scarecs to make much of a move i aam glad to hear that you have plenty of potatoes corn & flour i
hope you may always have plenty i would love to share the good things with you but it is imposible
but i hope & pray we may meet on earth agaim Some of the officeirs think we will get our furlough
time allowed us wich if we do will make our time soon out Some of the regiment are enlisting again
but i think i will wait until i serve ay time out here before i enlist again that is if i am spared
my life till i do get our of this we have not had much cold weather here but some few awful cold
frosty nights Some few of the things that we sent back to Nashville from Mufreesburro last spring
have been froughtup & i happened to be one of the lucky ones i got my overcoat wich was all that i
sent back so i think if i had a good pair of socks and drawers i would be pretty Comfortably dressed
Socks are very acarce here at presant but i hope thay will soon have a lot on here we had orders
yesterday to be ready to march at & oColck with 2 days cooked rations but we dident have to go & we
was very gladof it Well i believe i will bring my letter to a Close ay love to you & all my
brothers & sisters still remain you kind loving kobedient son  Jamesm S McCarty to Martha McCarty

Dear Brother i n ow take my pen in hand to answer your letter that i received with the rest i am
always glad to hear frows you &to hear of you all getting along so well there is not much going on
around at the presant our men keep throwing a few shells over to the rebs once in a while & some
rebel deserters Come over into our lines ance in a while 2 deserters from our aray where shot on the
13th of Novesber it was an awful sight to see men set on there coffin & be shot to death i tell you
but according to Military law it had to be done on the 15th of this month there was a man had his
head shaved & his uniform stripped froa hi, 2 other men where drummed along the whale length of the
line with a big board on there Back with the Crime marked on it om big letters one was Coward the
other deserter they are straitening up things here or at least trying to old U S Grant is in
Command of us now so i expect he will try to straiten us up & get us ready for the Spring Campagne
the rebels have moved up there picket line towards ours till i dont think we stand more than 2 or 300
yards aparts so you see we have a good chance to look at each other when on picket guard i feel kind
a unwell today so i believe i wont write much excuse my poor letter 1 hope to write a better on next
time if permitted to live to receive another give my love & best wishes to all inquiring friend i
have been waiting to receive a letter from Thomas Taylor ever since i been here i dont know what is
the matter Write soon no more at presant but still remain you kind loving Brother James A McCarty
to George E McCarty
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Frriend | am reqguested to rite s few iines to you for
James he :i1s wounded throug the right arm betw==n th
shoulder and elbow 1t is purty bad but he 1s no dangerous
e is in the hospital I was down to see him today he has

very good care taken of his and he told me that he had not
got no one to rite to you and I offered my service and he
said that he would be glad if I could rite you. . a few lines
he was wounded on the 25th of last month in the battle at
this place Jjust as we had gained te top of Missionary rige
I was wounded Jjust a few minutes before he was but I am
not hurt much I will be able to go to my Reg in a week I
belong to the same Co that he does our Reg has gone to
wnoxville to reinforce Burnsides it will be gone two or
three weeks it may not come back at all they left thare
camp all standing and I am in the camp with to or three
other boys .that is slightly wounded I can not tell you
whare to send a letter so as James could get it and I think
it best “for you not to rite wntill you hear from him again
for he will be sent up north as soon as is convenient he
told me to tell you not to worry yourself about him for he
iswas doning fine I will see himevry few day as long as we
both stay here 1 expect you have heard of the great victory
gain here at this place for it is a good one I dont think
James is any ways dangerous and if he gets so I will rite
to you if we stay here to geather I beleave I have told
you all that he wanted me to no more

from James & McCarty to his Mother riten by E M Gomlin
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Frisnd I nog take up my peEn 1in hand t1 frite you a few |ines
for James I was down to sme him this afterncon and He said
that he wish me Lo rite to vou agsin he 15 1 Lhe same
mospital y=2t his wound i1s doing wvery welld the bene is not
hurt and he 1s well carszd for considering whars he is ha

has had the erasipales for to or three days 1t has  broke
ok o Wilis Back bt 31 IS o not very Bag hie said Ehat e odid
not no what to say about you ritinmg to him but concluded
that you nad better rite one any how and send it to the Co
for we think that the Regament will be back here before he
is sent away and if he ishere he will get it and if he is
sent away the letter will be taken care of untill we no
whare he is i have heard that our Reg is now at Knoxville
and will not be back here before the last of this month but
it is only Camp news sone of the boys have been sent north
but James will not be spt to go for some time yet things
here are Jjust the same as they was when I rote to you before
as forr my seld i tried to chop sone wood last evening and it
set my brest to paining me for to or three hours but I am
well other ways James said that you must not worry about
him for he is doing the best he can and that is all that is
required of us no nore this time E M Gomlin ritten for
James McCarty to his Mother
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I have Just saw James and he wished me to rite a few
lines for him and he said that he thought that he would be
able to rite to you himself in a week more his wound looks
to be nearly well he has been guite sick with the
aresipator but it is check now and is nearly well of it but
it has left him guite week he was up and walking a round
the room today but did not offer to go down stairs he said
that he does not think that he will be sent away now but he
thinks that hw will be able to come to his Co when it gets
back here we expect them soon now and he said for you to
send his letter to the Co just as you did before the battle
he sends his love to you all if you should see my sister Mrs
Wilson tell her that I am well but do not put vourself to
any trouble on my account my wound had got so near well
that I must say it is well one of the boys that belong to
ou Co has died from the affect of his wound since the battle
his mane .was S Newbury all the rest is doing very well and
all have good care taken of them James was boasting of his
cumfaortable room and his good care to day thare is no news
in Cam today
; ' ritten for J 8 McCarty to his mother by
E M Gomtin Ea. B 1%7th I1ls Vol Chattanooga Tenn
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Bear HMHMother iz i= with pleasurs that 1| Now =it fown to wihite
you A few lines to let you know haow 1 am gettina aiong 1
am wezll of thes seysipelas and my wound 1 think will son be
well to i am =0 1 Can wald around but i am kind a week yet
i1t was A Month 1ast night since i Came here 1 feel pretty
well at present 1 expect the doctors mebby will send me to
Nashville before long till i get fully able for Camp futy

at least i hope they will i would love to see you first
rate 0 i hope before many months providence permitting i
will see you face to face our Regiment is now in knoxvill
tennessee exCept A few wounded thatwhere left here at
Chattanooga 1 would love to here from you awful well but i
dont know where to tell you to direct your letter for i
dont know wether i will be here long enough for a letter to
get here for i dont know haow soon they may move me some
where else 1 got your letter with th Crumb of pound Cake in
it % was glad to hear from vou % i nould of Answered it
before but my hand was most to trembly so i thought i would
wait until i got a little stronger it is s little weak yet
you see by my writing but i guess you Can make it out we-
have some pretty cold weather here although it is in disee

1 have very grub at the presant o how i would love to be at
home a couple of months till i Could get stout again but my
time is so short % it is such a long ways home that i dont
thhink it would much use to take a furlough if i could get
one i wish you would tell Anna McCarty when you write to
her that i lost her directions % i did not no where to send
a letter to her &% that is the reason that i didnot Answer
her last letter that she snt me: tell uncle Charley pit %
wife i wish them A long life % a happy one together & hope
they may do well i hope soon providence permiting to be
settled si i Can tell you where to write to so i Can hear
from you i hope you may get along all right this winter

it appears to be very guiet here at Chattanooga there is
nat much news a going as i Can hear vesterday we where
treated to apples % last night we where again to two apples
& lager beer but i Could not go the 1ager the cars are not
running here yet so there is not much Chance to buy any good
things give my love and best repects to grand pa ma % all
the rest of the family % to all inquiring friends my love
to you % all Brothers % Sisters so i believe i will Close
for the presant Still remains your kind loving affectionate
San James S McCarty a Union Soldier to Martha A McCarty
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COL. HARRINGTON,

27TH REGIMENT ILLINOIS VOLUNTEERS.
KILLED ATSTONE RIVER, WEDNESDAY DEC. 31ST, 1852,

4 o—

COMPOSED BY

JOHN SHEEHY. Co. G., 42nd Ill. Vols

Air:—Caroline of Edinburghtown.

- Conre now, brave boys! I pray you'll give attention for awhile,
And [ will sing & verse or two, the time to beguile,
Concerning gallant Harrington, that hero true and bold.

But now his brilliant course is run ; he in the grave lies cold.

He was as true a soldier ag ever drew a aword ;

Teared he was by his enemies, and by his boys adored!
He was the man to lead a charge as often he had done,
But he is gone, fair freedom’s son, thenoble Harrington |

The 27th, who never yet was backward in the fight,

That hero bold they followed on with hearts both brave and light.
He was their noble Colonel, and well deserved the name,

For nobly did he stand by them on B field of fame!

On Stone River's bloody field, where cannon loud d:tj roar;
Where many a hero foaght, and bled and fell, to rise no. more
Bright fame did weave a laurel-wreath for the 27th boys!
'lhat day they proved an honor to themselves and Illinois !

To see brave Iarrington that day upon his noble steed,

Through fire and smoke his gallunt boys he cheered by et andﬁeed
With clarion voice he cried : *“ Brave boys, do as yonr’ ve done before!
Those rebel legions we'll subdue and peace we'll soon restore!”

Bravely fought those gallant boys that eventful day,

‘1h0uﬂ'€ sorely pressed on every side, they scorned to give way,

'Till a fatakrebel shot it laid thelr heroic leader low,

While from his wounds hia precious’blood in gushmg_atre_am'a did flow.

His fall was witnessed by us all with anguish sore and deep,

On Stone River's bloody shore to take his last long sleep.

Tosee that gallant hero there lie sweltering in his gore |

Farewell | farewelll “brave Harrington, you'll lead your boys nc“‘hmre !

Though ‘sorely grieved a.nd hemmed around after their leader's fall,
Still toavenge the hero's death, it was resolved by all.

And fa.1l.hful their word was kept and nobly carried out!

The rebela dld experience it and fled in utter rout! ~

And now, brave boys, the fight is o’er; the victory we've won,
And ma.n a home made desolate, the loved ones noware gone:
The for hberty and truth and never did they yield;

Their deeﬂs we'll long remember, on Stone Rnrar 8 bIouljy field !

E Aud now, farewell to Harrinzton, that hero true and bravel

¢

He loved our flag and for its ‘salce now fills a soldier’s grave.
May his memory be cherished by hisbrave, heroic boys!
And may they continue a3 they’ve been: true sons of Illinois!
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