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(& 1uuter to his wife, Saaaﬁ . (Miller) IJcod ) from a Carp Mear VL;bi;? \ch’SDu“gz Ples

Sony AL 300 (L ari clv-cs?t f’csn‘i"'{f ’mf 1bis date shovld be j963

EGt Plegs« wdt s leder Fien wis o the ofhey vicksboBeles: fJ)
Tezp vife anc Mest bclov°d **:cnd 5 the Cr i ezain wwtr rleasure write you “a fiew™
lires this morning wnitch liaves e well as %c hesziin hoping these lines mey “oon Reach you

and find you and our dear litile Babes well + Enjouyring all the Jl&SSlﬂg of iife that you Ca:
In My Ebsinse T hav No Hews that would Interest you Concerning the war question But I will
Give vou a litile history of the times hear (herc) The wnemy Isverry Strong hear In the lMiss
River with their Gun__ Sorme dey Back they Come out on the Bank and attacked ocur Troops But our
Soys whiped them back In cuick time we Reached Vixburg on the 2nd after a long wearisore trip
cn the RR and the last day + nisht we had 4o Rideon an open Box Car In the Rain and we came ve:
Tezr freezing But we lMMet with Sum good Luck we was Marched to the Court house on the Night of
2nd and Stayed thar 3 days + Kights while the other four regs (re;lnents) of our Brig (br; reds
their line of Battle L miles above town and kept In the Rifle Pits 3 days
Tr the Rain 3ut we ssscapte that toil by being one day behind on the Road they Hay fight hear
verry hard put I hardley think we will verry Soon our Devision (division) hav fell Back L mile:
from town to Camp But I dont like our location hear as the Country Is two Rifch to be hezlthy
Vixbury Is a verry large town but In the Most Diszustful Place I Lver hav been at in My life
I mutch Rather take Chances in Tenn (Tennessec) for a soldier (an old phrasc which means zs sz
soldier) far inan hear Jackson .:iss Is a beautiiul town we was first ordered thar the Lnemy la:
Waever get ther I (think) we can hold this Place whitch I think will be a verry Lasy task for
us tnough the yankeys heate the boys Pretty hot with booms (borbs = artillery chells) Every
day or 2 {(OV=R) I will now drop the war Subject and muet Say to you that I hav Not heard z worc
from you Since Capt Allen \co_:djder of theCcmnany) Came (fror a visit home) with our Clothing
and I am verry encious to near from home at this time In fact I dont know how to write to you
untell (until) I can hear from you as I Dont know how you are getiing own (0u) with your
(grocery?) Buisness Matters I am ancious to know how you are ligking out for Sanlt (salt?) and
how vou are fatning yonr Poark {pork) Also whether you hav Not Eold vour younz horse you had
b'tzcﬂ Try to Sell him Soocn I will Site (?) you to me Get Pay I ow (owe) lMr Zay Sixty five
1crc If he will Give you my Hote + one hundred Dollars let him hav the herse If I could
1 days I Gould helr you out In a hurry You must write tc me 2ll zbout those bui

l1scnzard {2 son?) ic write to me I hav not Received (i one leitcr from him u;“ck
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- 1::11 be do Cas: e for any ferlow {furlough) Unt- ¢ =ris 51;11 . Disided (u
cce ~ . hop (hope) iiies Hay Deside (d-.-ide) the war . =~ live us .uace
% sne or ths other Scom fcr this wer Is a - ...aing (a-ruidl. . the wori.
3 sroun’ Teil old uncle Gioser (?) + aw: Lozly Robertsc: I weould low
Tor:: letier from them If they hav liot forgottern ow I Mus (must) . icse May .ol bless you ani
Pretect vou whils we are Sourrcunded (surrounisd”} with this Disstressing Ccuse{?) Is my umbi-

(hurble } ?ray(er‘ to God far well (farewell) untcil I hear from vou I Give rv love to your
Mother (~1iza Ray liller) + Pap (v1311am_w Miller) and all Enquirin-s friend: I remain your
true Yusvand and friend till death

Sarah E, Hood W.R. Hood to

(A letter to his wife, Sarah . Hood ) from a Camp Shorter Lokancoka (Loachapoka) Ala June St

31862

Dezr vife I Drop you a fiew lines thie Eavining {<vening) Whitch liaves me In the Best of hes”
hopeinz theis (these) lines may find you Enjoyin: the Same Blassing (blescing) from God  Ser:
I hav Nothing of Importance to wright (write) to ycu we Can not Tell when we will leave this
place Som Say that we hav orders to leave the 10th though I know we will not leav that Soon f¢
our Colonal (colonel = regimental ccﬂmander) has not Returned from Riohmond (?1r inla = capiic

‘_Mw. 5

{over)
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of the Ceoni :deracy) yet + we Dont kncw nen he wile (will) get Back + we Cannot g0 Without
he comes we hav 7 men Down with the leasslies (measles) at this Time + they Take them ELvery
Day more or less and I hav more to Do than any man you tver Saw as the Sick thinks I must
(as top comnany sergeant) hav Every thing Dun for them I hav not Stoped Since I got to Camp
But verry fiew minutes 2t 2 time though If my health will just hold up I Can Do as mutch for
the Boys as any man as you now (know) I never Tyre (tire) I have the Sear:zant (&surzeon) Do-
1o go Roun. unong the Beyr wvery 2 or 3 hours + I will hav the Sick attended to So far the
sest I can ail the offersers (officers) are kind to the Sick It Is Sayed (said) When we leav
neare we will Go to 2 plece By the llame cf Polliard one 100 Miles Below onizomery (Alabama .
at a juntscn {junction) or. the Pensacoliz (fensacola) R Roa(d) to keep the yankeys Back ac
the yankeys has the R Rozd at their Cormmand at Pensacolia they Fay Try tc Run up to
Hontgomery to Give us 2 fizht at the Capitol It Is Sayd that Pollard Is 2 verry healthey
Place our Capt Says he Rether go thare than to go to Miss If we mov (move) In 8 or 10 Days
we Cannot Carry more than LO men (there were 100 men to a company -- theoretically) as our
men are at home with Meascles (and spreading itl) + heare together we onley hav a2t this Time
about LO men able to do Dowty (duty) I think the Sergat (surgeon) of the Regiment Is.2 verry
plesant (pleasant) man though I wannt (wz=nt) us to get Hieflin (?)

-= letter breaks off here —--

{(letter to his wife, Sarah Hood) -- certainly from same location as above, Loachapoka, Alabs
June the 9ih 1562 e i

Sarah Since I commensed my letter I went to Church (in town) last Night + heard a fine
Searmant {cermon) Preached whitch gave me Sum Consoaling (consoling) Consolation as I hope
we hav a fiew more (men) yet that are willing to trust In God In this Troubblesom Time thar
was A greet Deal of fezling In the Consresation “Sarah I will __ to Reconcile my mind +
Bee Submiscion to the will of God In every Respect I wannt you to pray for me that I may
walk the life of A Christian And that I may Trust In God and Live Right pray for the
Prosperity of our Army + for ow (our) grate Suckcess I hope the Time may Scon Come when we
will hav peace on the Terms of Justice to Every Man (Southerners really felt that they werc
fighting for Constitutional rights) and my prayers to God Each Day for Our Success + that
may bee a free people (Scutherners feli that the more populous, industrialized North was
trying to politically and economically enslave them) and a people that may worship God In
¥is Kingde- In Spirit anc In Truth (John B:23-2L) Let us pray for the Frosperity of his

C.earches ,cuurches) hec . on carth trhsi o= may let his Mearciful (merciful) hand Extend
sver hie poople In thie ©rucolesom Time . hope the Time may com Soon when we will Sea the
zee (ceuse - of God Glory“ied In every 1¢:1 and Contry (country) and that we may Sea this
:njust war {outherners believed that ik war had been forced upon them by ~bolitionists
-- such a¢ <oin 3rown -- (.o the imperislist, invading Abraham Lincoln) Cicse Sarah Tell

your pap + Ycther If Thomis (Thomas Miller -- his brother-in-law .-- later rcde to war on
Riley's mul<, and killed ir: 15343) Joes not come home to day Not to be uneasy about him T
think he %il) come with lir Hamlin Tom Is a little hore Sick though not Mutch Since I

Returned heare It will go verry hard with him to Mak (make) the Trip If Sterted home ye%

“andley Savs he Shall come hom and Come Back when the oth(er) Boys comes Jares ___ arn + his
fath(er) + mother was heare yesterday _ Send your thrir (their) Respects (OVIR -- same

letter.as given just before this one -- June 9th, 1862).

¢

(letter to his wife, Sarah Hood) from Chattanooga Ten June 17th 1862 (between this date anc
that of the previous letter -- June 9th -- they had gone from Alabera to Tennessee.

Vy Dear wife I Now Seat my self to wright you a fiwe (few) lines whitch leavs me In verry
~o0od health with the Exception of headach + Sour (sore) throat and I Do hope these fiew

lines may find you and our lovely little children all well #* Do 11 Sarah v :
Been hear 1Inganough (lonz enough) to learn Mutch yet I w Poive give you 2h S8 itvor

(continued)



(continued -- Chattanooga Junc 17, 1862)

of ou (our) Trip we left Loachapoka on the 15th and got hear a little after Nisht on the 16t
we had a verry Unpleasant Trip for when we got to West Point we was all put on and (an) old
frizht (freight) Train + Crowed {crouded) up with cut Soats + I never Sleap (siept) a wink -
ti= Triz wc jast had to holc ¢+ Zains (reins = noi urinate?) + zeep going NNo ~woped at
Atlanta {Egorgia) 3 hours or Sunday Night though we all landed hear Safe the Zoys looks pri:
vwild near for we are hear witncut Guns Right amonz th.e yankeys tney Sliped (slipped) In hez:
on the 7tn + 8th Boomed (bombed=shelled) this City worse (than) the Rain the Timber Is Cut u:
Rizht amoung our Tents + Sum fince (?) Buildings are Shelled all to Disstruction (destructic
+ Sum fiew Reant (burnt) Dowr thar (are) No yankey: on this Side of the (Tennessee) River t:.:
we No (know) of we are In Sum Danger heare unlesc we had Armes If we had armes I would Kot
ask the yankeys No Difference (handicap in fightinz?) for I just Csab (?) to go on Picket
(sentry duty) this Eaving (evening) we will not hav No Close Enzasement hear Soon Unless the
yankeys getes over the River above or bilow (below) and Tryse (tries) to Cut us off we think
that Is thare (their) Hotto (continual practfce) we hav only sbout li Regiments hear that Is
armed thouzh we will be Stron:- anough to give them & fight In a fiew Days the City Is under
Martial law at this Time + gziis {guards) are Travlin (traveling) at all hours 211 Eound Tow
and from hear to Atlanta at Zvery Bridge The Citizens are In Grate Confusion (OV_R) as the !':
of the Scuthern men of this State are In the war + the Soldiers are not Cheard {cheered) hez:
as they ar In oather Sections ¢f cur Country (the Cenfederacy) though I Dont wannt you to oe
uneasy about me a2s I hav Not 3ecn uneasy yet So fare (far) as beinz heart (hurt) By the
Northern Rebbels I Doant think of Suct (such) thing I Dont know what I may Do In a fight I m
Run 1lik Smoke So No more of the war at this Time
e
(Xote midway in this letter: After winning at Shiloh in West Tenn=ssee, April, 1362, the Unic
forces -- some of them -- moved eastward, down through northern £lzbama, towards Chattanoc::
and threatened that city, This really scared the Rebs because (1) the Yanks were tough, anc
(2} because there was a "Sth column" of pro-Union bast Tennesseans (Riley's "Northern Rebbc’
who disliked the new Confederate government (wouldn't "chear" the Southern soldiers), Eith
the LEth Alabame hadn't been "armed" yet (very common in the gun-poor agriculiural South) ¢
lse tney had been left bekind? Anyway, the Yanke didn't take Chattanooga anc the rest of
ast{ Tenncssee until about a year later, Septembz=r, 1863).
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(¢ in. wit!: the letter abcve) Sarah I agci- =k a Contir:? -irust (ini-.rzst} In yoo
Preyer o en g1l wise God for to rotect us anc iz Safe thre: o« 1ais Strou = of Disstr
for I v zan Treny In God with a Prayerlful havi cen Stand a: + flonfeder: v feople I
hope tiis ray Be ry (whole line wiped out at a cr.-se in the ‘paper) hole ther I wannt you t
Not be iIn Iroubble than you can nelp for I will Try to keep my Self In a ~ocod + faithful
obedierce of life + Conduct + So you Shall hav my -ravers as long as I can uviicr & werd at
tarernc o srace et lenard + yoor pap + iother 1::1 this lefter ac I Janaod oigat to gl
to J3r Si 72 aye verry Suiey {bosr) 2 setbing up cuy Campe  foval a Craved .o Lo you on
Suncryr vier we left {Llabamz) Lozzhapoke wors (woiic,; than I ever thail (thou ut} a man boul

ban(7; ar it appeared to me that I was Cut of (f) from my all + all at aome I fezl verry
lonely without any of the home Zoys I must Close fcr this Time far well ry Deare wife + Lits
Childrer your Husbend + friend .., Hood to Sarzh .. Hood

(written up sice down)

ued B UJTM JYSTam O3 SUT] ABY JUOS

b=

(over)
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{10 his brother-in-lzu, Leonard ¥iller) “arm Craven (Chattancoza?; Tenn July 3rd 1862
Ao o B0 i

T cieved your kind letter yesterday whitch found me we’l and Gave me muteh
Fieasure to Read ihis leaves re well hoping these lines may find you and family injoying
the Same Blestsin-se Srother I hav nothins of rutch “ntrast (interest) to wright to you Time:
=re more gquiet i« +ina taey Haw bEen - Several |

Brother I Hecie

{tc same brother-i:-lzw, in same letter -- July the L1h 1862) 1 wil® Procede %c finish my
3 + to you to izy we hav ar ilection

jester I hav no L-v: of rutcn Nu (new) Inirist to wri-.
{election) fer Fricr to dzy and I Sea ko chance for no alection yet as we hav 5 or 6
Canzdates (candicdri:zc; out I hav wrote to you and &arr yeeterday (this latter letter to
Sarah nct yet ciscovered? ) to Sether (pat;er; and Gav yvou all the Camp iiews for the present
Zrother I would bu vzrry Glad to Sea you all to day I; Z could Spsnd to day with you'I could
unfold my 3osum (uLQC“J to you for thar are no(body) EFul one more pearson (pereon -
Serahi?) that I can iz more pleasure with taan I can with you Lenard {obviously trese two
orotners-in-law were very close —- and killed the came year, probably in the szme Vicksburg
campeign).

=5

\tc ile same breii  -ii-law, in the same Jciler -- Jul; ine 6th 1362, but now from inoxville

Jrotiser After 1 ‘nsed (cormenced) to wright this leiter I was (o buisy thet I Could Kot
finiet {finish) tie? day + on the lth we ware ordered tc Cook and fix to march tc this place
we ‘each{ed) hear —~ .2rch and R.R, at 2 ¢ clock this morning and rncw we will Take up the

line of march 23 riicrs Up the River this —vening we ar Cooking Again this Part of the Conty
(country) Is In per’czi Confusion and as I hav Stated be for (befor&) this porticn of the ar
Is used as a Scoutin- Army 211 the Time and we are Now just Smeelin: the Clapna:i (smelling
or fecling the elcn ani was an old phrase meaning to firsi experiencc battle) I Uent know fc
vda‘ pearpose (purpose) we will go up thar (extreme northeastern Tennessee mountzins near tn
“entucky-Virginia wwe) for But to fizht or Blockade cne or the Dt.wr we workeZ 7 days on

the lookcut mountzin {(Lockout Mountain near Chattanoco:2 -- they proo: ly worked on fortifyir
it) and iust 181“} i*:7% prlaise (place} ard Come hear 1 hav Sleaf (:lept) i 2 nizhts and
S4i11 walk 23 mile (miles; this Zavinzg I am In the best of health t:nis morning and feelink
{fgelinz) I Can Zian’ to my post I will wright agair ac Soon as I cxn Tell Sarah tc not be
=neasy fhout me T h~: $he Strugzsle will Soon be over ziid I will Frf %o you my Decr rother
& {ansue, i 2 kind Jetter iuzt I a2m not -...- - zboui .. .ovtérs as 1 ac yo:
Zye wnodpn Sos e nar Of WMy Mlie ach Jrildren GOW 3 tend to .o we will
G o4 Erune 5o int I wannt v. 1o Apply fer Socn =s gen May o pless @
kst Ps @8 Ldsiw  Jever T Bewmin o ¥} Triend 1o death -ive » leove te =) frienc
#1Y o oI CONETLICn (COSIECLIONE ik . ¢istant re’:i.-us, Bmci il in-lawe) <o weldo @
came 1in last e Lo . Therssen' & . Hood F.L. Acod as well =t ithis Time Lenard we

: Can 2nd “ry to get Dock feexs
rder by @ waggon and will pay

~tner things acs cﬂn ct yoh van 3u=t iernt \lcarneaj an
G raly V., Heed To L.¥.

tne friznt (frei-ht} ncar or Send you the ‘ioncy Soon yo
Triompson

{continued)
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(to nie wife, Sarah Hood) from Hnoxville, Tennessee -- no date, but probably July, 1862

(top lines are missing) __ as Soon as they can rec'd(?) all well Stout (sturdy) men these
Marchec the Brigads only Nos (numbers) 2 thousand (about half strenzih) well men at this
Time an! you may know how the Army far (fares) from the contents of this letter for what I

wrizhi Ig facts all tlucuszh I Dont ceare (care) for the wary (weary) lzbor If I can “=ep my
S 35 i A = S S .
heslti I can lye (iic¢; down at nizit 3y the Root of a Tree and just sest 5 hours and go agai
- . - 3 R =
But I hope we may nov 2a8v to Stay heare next winter for no men can Stand up In ccld with

such far (fare=food raticns) as we Take hear at this Time I hope the Time may Soon come wher
we will be blest with Feac and hzrmony for I hav Sean mor Desstress (distress) among the
Army then I thouznt I sver woulcd o not be uneasy about me for I hope I will be 2ble to Trus
In God for mearcy and protection and If I can he Is able to protect me I just Ask in intrust
(intereet) In your rrayers at a Zich trown (throne) of Grace and I think we will meet Soon
again to wnjoy the fruit of my Labors (in service of country) If I fall In the field (which
he did in June, 18C2) 1 hope we will meat In a better world whar thar ar No Disstress I must

"

Adreee Serzant W.i. lood Co E(?) L6 Reg Ala Vols

Close for this Time tive my love and Respects to all our Comnection and friends Tell your
Father to wright To me and I will answer his letter of tie 8th as Soon as I can I Recd
(received) ___ kind letter of his whitch was mailed with yours on the 10th Direct to Knoxvil
Tenn untell I Give new orders ‘re Cooking soon to Start ____ -Jo not be uneasy About

o e (Y fddin . _ __ Ricénor __ wiliamd - (next ¥ine
obliterzted) ___letters by ‘

Xnoxville Tenn - .
far well for this Time my lovely wife and little Children whitch __ (next line destroyed)
as a good friend Sarah = Hood -

(to hic wife, Sarah Hood) from Camp Price (near Tazewell, Tenn.?) July the 1hth 1862
g at sometime after July 6th his unit had gone he

Dear wife I Drop vou a fiew lines this morning whitch leaves my self John Dock and Thomas al
well and Doinz as well 2s Could be —xpected Dock was verry Sick yesterday though he Is well
Day and Tending to the Sick zivin: them Pills to mix with the lime water as it Rejeins a
mixtyre (?) to keep un In cempse we has Several Sick me(n) In our Compzny at this Time we

left four men In 4 > {-rs-ital) at Knnxville and to Day we will hav to Serd five
more o ol frem oo ~ive thier Hames Sharley Green J W «ilder Jd W :zcsett
Hey: :=o=dlin Geer.s ~thers thet ar lingering Sarah I hav no war lieve to
Wrizht ic you at thi: -ot off In the mountains (on the Hentucky and Virginia
stevr 2ines) whar w neb o . -ws only as we can heare from Xnoxville I Sez no prospec
for - fizit hear noe: » inie Lectizn only about Chattanooga I think t .2t they willi 7izht at
that lzce Soon yet &1 thou-h we was ordered from thar thar are about 50 thousand crdered

ir ther Since we leli end 1 am not Sorry that we left thar for It iz a Sickley Flacc about
thz: i heard from ther vesterday and they war fitching (fetching) In rankey Prisners

Lvery day. Sarah I nev not heard from you Sice (since) I came to Tenn {a little cver & mont
only when the Boys ceme from home and It appears to me that I am cut oif from comrunication
with ycu though we hav 3een moved about So mutch that we can not Get no letters from home i
hope vou and the little Children ar well and Doing (well) thought (thouzh) I am ancicus -tc
neare from you we ar {czing hard Times hear at this Time we had to give up our Tents and
Every thing but 2 Suits of Clothing and one Blanket or quilt to the man (each man) and just
lye Dowr. on the cold Sround hear with out 3ead {bed) or Blanket all most and I fear we will
not keep up hear at th=t Rate for the nights ar verry cool and heavy Dews I have Suffered
more Tn the last 3 niz.ts with Toothach(e) and kew Ralsey (neuralgia) than I hav In 12 montn
thoush (OVER) Better to day I find that I cannot Stand too mutch Ruff (rough) fare (food) we
will Try to get our Tents again Sarah I Do not imow how long I may hav %o Stay In the ware
(war -- he's been in the army for about two months) and I will Say to you that'you may make
2 pr (pair) of jeans Pants If you can go the wool get your Pap to ____ you hav wool Rolls a
Nuff to make them and I wannt one pr a Skye (sky) Blew (blue) Color and one pr & Dark -ray

(over)
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" (continued}

as that Is the fattian (fashion) in the army (1lizht blue or dark woolen zr:;
regulation, but obviously the arry didn'i nhave any to issue at that time a
sometimes dressed as best they could) 2nd make me 2 ‘nirte out of Strong Cicth
3osrinme ) to them ac ¥ can keeo e 1 85 nest o =i any others [there @t = 4p gt
shirt-= tvle) Make my rants fine and nsai anc v .2 can szxe your Time 17 yc' can nee them 3By
the midile of Sept Gumber (Septerv.er 7 £ Twill pecd . o (81 be -eutlﬂ
colder: and we will Try %o make Sw I just mentic: 1:is for you to
tak(e) your Time any man that has ic e, as comeTyF o , b
steguirez to keep verry neat (Riley had ije =nd nesatne
(the re-imental colen&l) will up hin uapt Handley

é tryu=erq wag
nd o the men
okl

o Hajor

znd we will nmav tc alect a Liewii{enari) 1 Laout inc i as we hav out
(runnin:;) 3 very nice cznadates Jock will ~w: znd & }oun“ mern by the nam: czard and one
of Lemioxi (Samford ;0% it) and If they 211 :sil {of z majority) I will Try inhe Second Race
r Self zs Some(e) of the Company Say I am _niitled to the sesition If I wos to get the
Place it would Cost rme or Dock 75 cor 100 Dcilars te wiifern cur Selfs and 1iei would (be a)
verry heavy Lxspense icr me or Dock _atner {(siither; T : tn— Jock may zet i.c cffice Sarah
we had 2 Zrayer meetii_c In Campe (revivels swcou vircuza seniederate arpisc, ﬁSUeClally at
a later dzte) In the last week whitch lave me uor :;ilu aciicn than any izin: i1 hav witnesse
“ince I have Been In the Seavis (service) I believc thar ar Lum as pure ~r-riciians_ In the
2 1) ifowm By the Jeoll(onel; ans :ield officers
(major 1.col )and anyihing of e 11 ;ious princizies are {corned and we ce' .t fare well
anki d

while this Is the case \GpuarentTV
services” Aobert £, Lee and "%

.1ve my love to Adaline (uarah'c 3
T ask ycu and Bvery ot:cr good Chri

cing offisers didn't sup ot the religious
certainly did) I must Cics= for this Tire
hear (her) tc be of 3oo: ncar (cheer) anc
» our prosperity and weil i [welfare)

(to his wife, Sarah Hood) -- no dats or place ¢’ crisin, but probably writi.n shortly opefore

the letter irmedistely above, say June or esriv July, 1362}

Sarah I wannt you to wrizht to e 3y the Zoys iher'c Trin- it from How-; cz tnsy Pass for

It give =e 7rat (~reot‘ Satisfaction to -z * 22 soi 1otilers Toll 3ocd = T nav Tryed
to et Usndley %o Sen om fom) & v oo Tadnet s e faved he we _f though ne
has not) Den B 7 Cannct : 7 othps rESa AEuGi ! Tanidate
for “ajor {ne was mejcr in the eo St

(to his ‘e, Sareh Hoo.l -~ after lesvin . o wp vl tus iiicrs abowe
AFD HeEr owdeY .o i s Tomn July Z2ofh 1552
Dear wife I Drop you & iiew lines to dav wiuiteh ilzv: = well hopeinz tasse ;incs may find

r kind letter:

you and our little Chiiaren Enjoyin; the Lame ! Siessings of Jod Sarsl ;
of the S + 1lhth came tc nand yesterday wiitch 2wz re :iizh tatisfaction 50

L'

L 1 ar Irom you
thouzh (I'm; Sory (sorry) tc hear vour isstress on the iccount of Sickness and lownily nes
(lonelincss) I hope you msy be blest with .teconcilizticn of mind and not zive up while I am
away fror:i you I hope the Time will Loon comc when cur fceroush (sorrow) rey be Turned Into
joy and heopiness and Do not be un-acy about me for I will keep my Self In a propper <tays

(state?) as lonz as I keep well ani 1 hav oeen blest with “ood health all the “ime ixcept
Toothache and Pain In rx head fror xposurie] and T "uct Try tc war (wear) that cut by lebe:
(it seemsz tnat Sgt. Hood was a very ener:itic, soxnily nealthy, and productive mﬂﬁ} all
though our Comoany ar all Sick xcept 29 at this Tir: {ne kept the nuster rolls ob bviously)
and Can we will never get together avain for we er scattered from hear to Viesabulga Ala
WE ar now milse (miles) North of XKnoxville and we will March on Kty (Xentucky) If the
yankeys dont face us on the way we ar 30 or L0 miles of Aty at this Time (“1ley was part of
Gen. Bragg's Confederate force which invaded Xentucky in Auzust-Cept. of 1862 in azn effort
k)

s e
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(continued -- July 26, 17462)

to seize that state for ihe lonfederacy -- it was a failure) we merched or the 20th «+ 21 from
Camp Price to this Plsr; nd I Sea no possibility of a flgnt In this Section (OVER) we
bxpected a fizht last ionday morning at 2 o clock and Retreath vack 3 miles and Secured our
Bagzaze we rzone and ue1t

a
gzaz hem back to camp and we was ordersd tc lay ff {take off) our

Knapsacks and Send the: | Lo Snr dgnn n i e s Lnrcpar‘u fw i 2t 21l these <:in-
were done to make it eacicr ior the outiit 1o move) and thcn we aavanced a-ain on the 21st
and we ar now hear at ine fowder fprin:) a. in the mountai vl witn wial Clothin: we nav
on and one 2lanket anuc .o know when we wilil et our ClOtilL_ & sin we Sent Thomaes :szeu to
tne camp he was as well as he has been for common {as well as uruzl) thouzh not able to keep

(up) and I was Jlad o Cend him jack John feachan{?¥*and was Tzsen Cick on the 22nd 21l we
nad to Send him back to the nospittle 1k miles on the Knoxville <oad + Do not hardly k-ow
what was tze matter with him he was Taken whith (with) Sompthing [something) like nervis
(nervous) headact (headache) and became wnarved {unnerved) end sould not walkﬁ for the last
2L hours that I was with hin I hope you will hear from hirm and ncare ns Is Doing well Dock
Is at work In the hospittle whar 211 of our boys ar znd thev wil  the chance to wrizsht
nome we left Several et the camp that was too week te march and L:y will hav good zttentiorn
thar + come ....,. (end of peper)

Note: diseacse and camp csickness debil
:

r more soldiers -- cn both sides -- than did
bullets. W.3. Hocd was unusuzl 2 in

unune .

X refch t‘nﬂ- (\mmi f‘fﬂj)

(to his parents-in-law) -- no date, but probably zround Powder .prinz Gap, Tn. in late July,

1862 11z ihe letter right above.

oinx to open wc nav to get up bwvery mcrning at
. the line of bettle In frount (front) of the

Ll

(several lin
1

es missing at top of page) 2
Past 3 o cle
I

cck when we zet to Rest znd forr
fPowder Sprins?) Gap our line Is About L m les long and If they would just come out we could
hav the pretest (prettiest) Piace to fl jt on you nver Saw (tne scinery is bsautiful there)
as thare Ic 2z largze ;a“" abow cne Milia {mile) kcua"(e) fdi in frsunt of the Ga» our
Picket-line Lxtenas (cxtecnds) =11 Round one “ide of It thcv”; a2 . nsv Stated befor we can
not Chargz(: , 1ue 3Gap LuhiE l; : - debe fronm the midils of 7o te-qper, 1862 ens be et the
Mederal-he i Cudl@riar. ot~ 0@ e Geiior 30 wel THodne Ot EE i Miende o Doneell
to go It all mnost at : e P e t {erite ) Fere ihev
Thinzs by Riizting Cam . b = at X Hel o . Ciows
{not scut‘“?ﬂ t) wrihit ic il ; ouw L ispess & o ether
you hav got rcar mill { tete ey e e b i iy SRRl T e e
know Sumthirn- zbout b c¢ a lon; T will ow zive you a 1little i::iement
of the heali: of our Tom wo Aeport 20 ren fer dewty (duty) thir ncrrﬁn
(out of a pos:isle 10G!; ; : aamlin vm Rircener W T Danill | “E1
Wm Nelsen iohn Smith Waison 1 « 3 3¢ll Joseph 3lair from our Settlerc:

of the 20 from Wisabulgs ~1cﬁ gall : ¥ {3212wood?) W G Waldrop has the Pandere wc
Present (still with the cutfit) but onTV 20 for dewty our men are Sketterd (scattere )
hear back home Sum In Atlzentz Sum at Knowville and at other Hospitale xobbert walkin it d=ad
“apt Allen Is not able fer dewty at this Time thoush (CVeR) (severals lincs
at the top) Lieut (lieutenant) with the Cormuny thouzh I think ne is a very Clever I
and a man that will fiznat If nescessary (recqucary) and Die By (for) the Company Mul® ins has
not been with us In 6 we~kes 2nd Robertson has heen bzhind L weeks a ran Does not kr el
value of good health untell he gzets In came I Rather Stay In Campe © month(s) tha: n 2
hospital one month I hav witnessed mor Affliction Since I hav been In Campse than &any man wou
think Could be Reasonable I must now Soon Close I wannt you to Pray for the wellfar (welfare;
and Prosperity of our Army and our Southern Rights (he's a patriot!) that it may bee the
Pleasure of an &1l wise God to Restore us to Peace once more on the Tearms (terms) of justice

ar
]

(over)



{continues

and Rememher one thai now Communicates to you for If I was Deprived of the znjoyment of
asking %od for his Mearcy and Protection I Should Soon Sink with Dispare (despair) Tell Sazrak
to not be in Trouble noit Take things hart (heart) too mutch but Trust In Jod for he Is able
to Sheald {shield) and FProtect hear (her) and our dear little ones from all harm and dzn-er
7ive my 1~ &and Respeci: to Marthy {*fartha) and all the cinildren (nephews and nieces . | 1l
Receive a nortion to your self far well untell I hear from you azain I Aemain yours Truiy Tit.

death & 2 iood to W.H. (77) Hiller + Eliza Miller + F & Direct your letters to Sear-eni i
o ~ - =
dood Co

i5th Rez Ala "¢ls Tazewell ¥ O Tenn

liote: 2iley Hood could not write so freely and naturally te his father-in-law anout 503 and
prayer if they di<n't share a very sincere and perscnal faith in Jesus. Of course, his
h

rz
egtrer-in-law, W. i.iller,was the zreat,great, great, sreat-grandfather of Paul and ‘latt

(to hie wife, Sarah Hoou  funday Morningz Aug 24th 1862 -- from the same place as the letter

“above (P.C. Box Tazewell, Tenn,)
Dear wife I Jrop you & ficw lines In ancwer to you(r) kind letier you Sent to me By friend
Valker thice 1lines leav_s me well and I hope they may find you well and our dear little
Childrer I was Truly Gla¢ to hear from you though It was Painful to me to know how you
Suffere’ with the Meas:t <= {no doubt caught from 2ll the soldiers coming and going) i hop tus
you ar Eected (nexi iite too dim to read) If your self and Ty mabeh lader 1o
ey that Coarse (course) of life _ ~ wrote all the __ of our
Statement you(r) Papa and you Can Sea _ _ If they Reach you I ___ you zvery week _
we hav . ey that I ___ letter Dont get to you and you must not think i
Dont wri ht Tell youl.r, rather mot to Try To Come yet unless John or dock together to fvwit
him come for 1t would bc urcertain about his getting to us but an (?) get to Dock and John Zu-
we ar 60 miles from them Across the mountains In A Wilderness and Martin ( ViR) Mullings +
¥ike Devauzhn got Tes: miles of us thus and had te Turn 3ack for our Fickets will let
None Pass unless the(y) hav a Transportation (pass) from & zood Authority It would 1lift us w
to Sea hi~ IT he could comc Dont bee uncasy about me for I will lefor (7

?} a Ternpoesi{”) if
life and 'z the best I can I hope I Trust In God and I wannt you to Pray for me and feor

will for on this ield -attle I will 3ive you a list of Hames we hav In the Compsny fcr t-
€ight If :- comes off Z:-: illen (cormany cormander) Lt Samford W R Food (tnird in co '
Compamy .isrris . _ider T K sullock Sam Price Sam i :lker W P Wal ircss !

i w Blair s . damlin T ¢ Miller (a brother-in-law -- your -reat, gres.

mele)] 5 Y Cotson Y owpe o7 Tohm Cortney © Jreen H Warriek v Tumer P U ilzy ¥ Neleco:
sortmeyiders Si=raBon villey B D Sprachlim S I Wuist {7} (just 27 men?!) How I Cioes
vour Tefd. - o cud o 3 hbth Reg £1a Vols Taswell {Tzoowell) P O Tern Tar well youir,

lovely (lovins; asurcend Till Death W R Hood to Sarah L. Hooc

(to his wife, Sarah Hood) Camp In front of Cumbelen (Cumberland) Gap Suncay tept_the lhth 1°¢

(on the 9th of Sept. the L6th Alabama hed merched to tnis very strategis
pass on the Tenn.-Xentucky-Virginiz line)

Fost Dear seloved wife and friend I a:azin with Grate Pleasure write you & fiew lines whitch
leaves me In lood nealth all though the worst worne out man yvou Lver Saw I hope These fiew
lines may Re-~h you Soon and find you and our dear little onec well and (doin=z) well I will
Now Give you & 1little nistery of our Travil (travel) for the last four daye and Nights cn tie
9th at nignt we ot orders to bee Ready to march In 1% hours we had just drawn our Rations 63
3 days But did not hav It Cooked we had only L Buiscuits to tnhe man Cooked + the Rest we hsd
made In doe /douzh) and we iust Poaked (poked) It In our haver Sacks (haversacks) and Startec
about 9 o clock PIY and march(ed) 12 miles In quick Time and Hestead (rested) 2 hours and (the
moved on untell 9 o clock-PM on the 10th (2l hour march -- with 2 hours rest!; and did not

(cont inued)



(continued -- Sepi. 1h, 1862)

Stop longanuff to Fat only one Time The chbjiect of the march was that The Enemy was Tryin:
o Cross the mountain at Biz Creck (Creesk) Jap to Surround ous {(us) LO miles below This
FPlace and our Re- and the 3%th + 29%th NC {horth varolina) Regs wae Sent to Meat them ang
rive them back wt ..2rched 35 miles In 2% nours (1) en: had to Crosc ihe Heunizin In the
ir' whar we hed ito rull up over the Hocss :y ne Busues (1) the mountein was L miles acros:
nd tnen we had tc ‘erch 15 miles Down thae Uide of the mountain alonz 2 Trail whar we Could

zrdley Stand up In laces and had to Mzrch L. one Zank (single file) In quick Tirs we
strack the 3ig Cresik Gap Hoad at li o clock In the zvening of the 10th 10 miles from the Gap
nd Did not Meat ine mnemy yet But Did net Travil the Road But a Short distance untell we
Jeuain (bezan) tec find Sum Singks (sinks= rezularly laid out refuse pits of a Federal camp?
they (the Yankees) had been In thar and found out we war \were) In Pusuit (pureu it) (CVER)
of them and The Xowardiy (cowardly) heatinens Turned back {ran away} and blockaded ihe Road
for 12 miles ac tney went (felled trees across the road, ete,) So as to Bother our Lrmy
Consequently we could not over Take Them we Persuid {pursued) them untell 9 o cleock at night
and had to Stop we only over hawled (over ;EJ*EH} ore of their Cavalry horses and leveral

c+tr

guns and Sum blankets that (their) Reair (rear) Gard {guard) left as they had to Xak their
..sscaps through J;uﬂ.GJa like we had to rass through tier on the morning of the 11ih we Mow
on 5 miles and foun they had Passed through the Jap and made their Lsscape our advance
Pickets went In the 7ap and we Received orders to Turn 3ack we then Came Back across the
Yountain that day 1C miles with our fezat ffeet‘ all Blistered and no “rovisione we drew 2
Rationyears (ration cers??) that Night and to the man (each) and Rested finiley (finally)
and 2 more Kext bicr:nin: and Started back fer thie Place \uumberlanu 32p) on tne 12%h ant
(instant = day) at 2 o elock PM we Stoped (ftopped) at 2 cormasary (commisary) Stor In this

Telly (valley) Ninc “iles below this Place and had just {tacked our arms (rifles; and
3lenkets when the Javelry (cavalry) Pick(et) Run In after us for help they (the :ederals)
had Slined (slipoed; down to the Gap that we crossed 2t as we went down to Cut us off and we

‘ust left our Blanzets and Doubled to tne foot of the Hountezin 3ut they ©till would not halt

and fizat we had 2 Rezs and they hed the Same Humber and Clum (climbed) the rounteain in
2 head of us without any flgbt only a fiew Shotts (shots) was Passed between ocur advance
Fieckete and thiers we “ersuid them to the Top of the mountain whar the dark Shades of the
¥isht overtaken K“YQTJOOR) Us and we wer {were) thar without (NoXT ~43.) Pr oviq*”“f or
ankets and the nizht {(was) very darx and a verry dim +“a41 to *ra"azl Back dowr t
Fount - trin {was) very fio2p and Ruff we ! !

nx%w how to zel ack we had &

fo e Valdes o =iles 16 Ghe

: “upper about 1 pe BlRis e dos :

e i 3 for one 'L:yﬁﬂi It wee a heo: vetter then: ¢ zny Sup

1o
Snd Heo 2 Hbnaon BATe } in about z: ire we then Gzroed that Foint untell the
the day veﬁter ay and i@ they had 1:'2 and we then narched Back te this Placs tiu
rrried Set of men thet 1 Lver hav Loz 311 though we war woun {worn) out and hun
¢ wer Tired and hun ry when we war _zlled on to Feat the knermy on the 12th the ‘a
{Confederate regirental flag, probably ihic "Stars and 3ars") was unrolled and waveé i
wtiful {beautiful) solden (thev were usnally white) Stairs (stars) over us as we -
1 SPBCUEd Battle field the Regment went with (rebel) yvezls {yells) and Chears {chee } to o
offienrs and you would hav theat (thousht) we ware just out of a New Camp of Instructicn

{boot camp) our Rezx 7

Yained 3rate honor 3y Taking the Yach (march) as 2 others Refuic {refusc
to 3o when Jeneral Stephenson (Stevenscn; jave the order= rmen went toc meat the Lnemy that I
houszht Could Doubble quick at any Rate when we Got In hearing of the Picket flrluh I Could
hear men Say on kvery hand I just as Soon dyve (die) &s to live and Colenal while on & :
v (zave) us a mild and Came (calm) adiress (pep talk before battle) and then Tyed (tied)
his horee and head(ed) the way up the Fountain over the Rock In Eilence In Persuit of the
:nemy (OViR) I dont think that we had a man In the Re; that would hav Srunk (shrunk) from
therr Poost (post) (obviously, the morale of the L6th at.that time was ve ery high) I hav Now

Fiven you a Strict account of our march and Toil the bect I can under all Circumstances anc
will soon Close on that .Subject by Saying that our Settlement Boys ar Jenerelly (renerally)

{over)
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 (continuga)

well and was with us Thomas Joel Hood (a brotner, your great, great granduncle) W Kelcon

W T Denil ¥ P Risener 3 L Homlin was all with us Sarzh I do not write these things to Render
you uneasy or -=xcite your Simpathys (sympathleCJ Zut T Suppose you like tc hear frow me and
know our iravail (travel) I nope that Such bvirie  cvents) may not last long and ve are just
getting our hands In (just bezinning toc see action; If they {the Yankees) will keep us on thi:

Side of ihe Hountain I can Stznd it finely (firne! T waint you to wrishi io me Concerning Sum
buisness let me know what you ar deing for Sauls ;:a;tj wnPU1er you can et any or not Rlvht
(write) to me how you ar Makeing out for Meat If Suppese {suppose) your 3aken (bacon) Is not
out but If you can get talt tec Save you(r) Swwer 'o kill It when the wether (weather) Gets
Cool & nuff to Save It and then advise with Lenard \and) your Pap about fatning the Rest of
your hogs Try to keep up your Cows and winter them Good I hope we can Come home by the Close
of the winter for I hope to Sez this war close “"cn for thar Is more Distress In the land tha:
Laver (ever) was known Xiss our Sweet little babes + Remember them for me for I would Give all
I Possess on Earth to be with you and them Let e hav your Prayers daily Sive my love and
Respects to all Encguiring friends fare well for this Time your True friend and Husband Till
death write Soon

...+ Hood to Sarah =, Hood

(4o his wife, Sarah Hood] -- no date, but from Tazcwell, Tn. (should be read with those on
page #5 and 8 above) Frohably enclosed with another letter

Sarah we leern this morning that we have an new (pcst) office and I will give you a full copy
to back (put on the back of envelopes) my letters.
Searg, W.R., Hood Co.G
15th Reg Ala Vols
g Taswell P O Tenn (COV:R)
Give my love to Sister Znthz and Lenard and Tell them To wrizht to me far well azain your
Dearest friend untell Dezth W.R. Hoed to Sarah .. Hood

(to his wife, Szrah Hood) -- no date or place orizin (probably soon after he left home,

: lace
Z summer of 173427 . :
Saran =1F ¢ wilidas to ieaten (febeh) thal - 58: Ooon + Puk I+ wne pepn witk 47 other
ene de covghe Wit el Sepp 4o Hopas FeR it e | . Zrouth (drou..:: ihis ycar « 1 be
oblized to ! S ont Let my Ihi i &y for e r than you car in for
It apearss .ap vo 1w that 1 can hear i ery cay (telepzi.::) I must Close So fare

well for tnis Time your Beloved nasband H R, hHood to .5, Hood

(to his wife, Sarah Hood} -- no deste or place of origin (probably in the summer of 15627)
Sarah I will Send you ¥hrat Stampse I hav on hand and let you pay v postage and yours Too
as all the officers Says we ought to not pay in advance only When we ar obliged to 1f you
need a little Money before I Draw azain just Tell your papa to let you hav It I will Send
you Sum more next Time {serzeants got $13 a montnl) So I would Send you Sum now but I am a
friad (afraid) to Send It By mail let your pap and Mother + Lenard =11 Read my letter I
cannot wright to Them tc day Tell your pap I will {(CViR) wright tc¢ [nim) Soon If you Receir
this befor the Boys Staris Send me about 20 leads of paper as I ar out Tell Dock and John
to Come a head and Make them Make as Soon as they Can for the Company so verry lovw down at
this Time (it is) I hope to Sea them Scon (as Compdnt Sgte he's telling them to come back tc
duty from brief furloushs home!) 3iv my love to all tnquiring friends * the(n) Recieve the

Same yourself your Tru friend and Husband untell death W R Hood to his wife Sarah £ Hood.
Kiss all the Children for me Dont ever let them Cry for me If you can help It

P v s oy



(co*** ed)

(to his wife, Sarah iood) -- no date or place of origin (probably the summer cf 1862, enclose-
ag 2 "P.S." in another letter)

* ‘ain Seon and 1:% - row (nat yow hav on (are doin- ' with the gy
sou{your?) and you iy aeep ilor) yourself if vou need i If you hav
7 L pdRY el ) =hU z fﬁnctrdc =) I am
Tiar i tnourh I wannt you o keep 45 el R Close of
this month __ satisfaction Mutch to day (OV=R) And 1let you keep Jake. Tlll Christmas ang
rot Also Tell Jake and Tary (slaves?) nowdy and Tell them I would like 1o Sea them I
wannt, you to Tell nay to Cell that Colt anc pay him Self at the rre ent price as 1 hear Tt I

5
e {ce hts) per Found In West Point 3ive W A Robertson my love Tell
old letter your beet friend till death

worth from 12 ic h {7) o}
him to send me 2 kino

W X Hood to Sarah n. Hood

oW, Woh, Miller,to W.i. Hood == his "son" -~ anc z son, T.C.
¥ellow Valley (41abame) Sept 18th 1862
et B e ——t

ol roudty
et HMiller) I take this opportunity tc wright you
w lines tc Lzi vou know i} I have hear® + hearn (?) from vou Several tives ... from you
e you left Noxvilie + s ince (you) lardes =zt Cumberlin (Cumberland) Gap which give me gratis
Sattisfaction to hear that yeu all was d0¢_4: ac well as what you ar these lin- c leves (leaves
me and all well at this time hepeing thesc iines ma(y) Reach you in due time and find you botr
ingoyine (enjoyin:s) the Sweat {Eheet; comfortes of helth + aressineation (?) of z1l of Gods
desineation(?) %toward you and cive you harts {hearts) to ascribe 211 gratencss 4o our God for
he is the Rock of our ‘2 Thomas myv “41LE (child) I have tride (tried) in =Y weak way
tc ask God to loock 3o m the gateva f his throne uppcn you and prepar{e) your sole
(soul) for the climes imate= condltlons; oi ?1cry my dear chile try to do as :lizht as you
can now to you (° 3 {anparently called this by the fa -} I have
Recieved scveral h zive me 2 zrete deal of sati
in one thzt you su t¥) nand of Zoo
your {yor'rve?} las #md A% was [wits
{ o o altiplide !
{Christ) 1

£
nc

n

=71

:';]1 ory T

ra

et
e

inz (enable, ue to bear some wm . (humble) part in praisin:

ts of Just men made perfect by the 31 {blood) of Jesus Urist fer

is worihsy t Lrages 3rals,u} by ;1 for wver for ;i ic by him that we live move
ana have our benc and {ancther 1ient ensem®l< ol 3ible versss -- was he & i=s

XC3
Sy
ay

*eri 4o return hem zcane {again; £rg find all

preacher?) I hope n. i spari{e) my dear Chj
well (both were kill:.. cruund Vicksourg) (uVo-z 7.C. 1 sopose vou wold (would: li:z to heer
what wear (we're) dein:. in the wa(y) of mzkin- of a crop we have made a very zood crop
considerin{z) the dr.- wother end late start we had in the sprin: I fhink I will :wis. 2 pleni;
to do ue ws ar pot dun savin{s) fodder yet and the wether is so bad to save fodur I cant tell:
whether we can pwl(l' iz 211 or nt (not) we have § Stack put u; =n1i twe or 3 han-in: on the
stolk (stalk?) + it ra n {rained) bvery day + we 2nt (2in't) mer thor. (than) hslf ‘don(e) veat
(yel, but in the ¢ i\ cneral=mosily) thar is nct mor then heif cropes made in this
naberhood (neizhborhoc.. Thomas I have bean (been) atradin (z-irading) sum 1 ey (lately)
I have sole (sold) my oven and nas bought a maric} + Colt and if you ar spard (epared) to guit
(get) home azane to stay I will try to fernish (furnish) you with a good horsv the nabers
(neighbors) ses (say) the colt is werth {worth) mor then the filley (filly) I scle (sold) last
_epring Riley it tis the 1lin ___ we saw folewing (following) in new srow: as We came

—_— ——

{over)



/3

(contir iz i)

home thar at Linches the mar(e) is aloright(?) 5 yers (years) oal (old) Thomas we want
to know whither you want a blanket or not if you do want 2 blanket or soxss (socks) or
enethinz (anything) you must let us know what it tis your Matison has lost 2 of his chjldren

Sarah + lLzn2y both deyed (died) with a tereble (terrible) bad complante (comslaint) futrif:.
A T 3 ! 5 i i £ A AEEL B
sor(e) tnort {(throat) and thar has bean a grat many children dyed with that complante in

. e L s 2 ey % 5 7 :
this cuni~v (country=section) I want you and Riley to wrizht me often sc We can her

(hear) Trom vou often for It tis grate sattisfaction %o her from you boin and I hope the Leor

will bles(e) you my dear children sc farewell my dear children for this %imz Lxcuse mv bad

rizhtin for my paper is bad Bidda ses (says) to you + Riley to come(e) over sunday + she wil

make you chicken pye (pie) for diner (dinner) To T.C, Miller + Riley Hood E.H,‘(E;H. g
Ziller

(it is at this point thet W,R. Hood's letter rom his brother at Fi. ¥orzan in Alsbama was
dated =~ November 25, 1862 -- seec appropriate sheet) _gs¢ BEealy . e

s ) . P i 3 uLop HE

ory g

: el . . =l e -
(now, it is here that Riley's January 6, 1863 (not really 1862) should bé read/-- ghe vé‘;
first one on page #1) T iz -

(at this point read W.R. Hood's letter to his wife and father-in-law, dated February 16, 156:

attached old sheet) s
(now read aic iarch b, 1863 letter to Sarah —- both from Vicksburg) -- sec sitached  old
sheet

(to conclude we'll now consider the latest letter of W.R. Hood to his wife, from Vicksburg,
dated as from Camp Near Vicksburg Hiss March 9th 1863)
e —————— ., e T e i

———
1

Dear wife I Drop you a fiew lines In answer %o your kind letters whitch I :
L1len yecierday these lines leaves me well and hope those lines may Soon Reach
“vou well =n? doing well with all the 1little “rats I hav Geood Hews to wriig ;

the heel: - the Co(rpeny) Is verry good £t this time I hzv Some Buico:
You to 2. . : o at an —arly Period whitch Is this I wannt you to Marx ..

{from the —rocery store?)Settled In full and hand It to his wife the first i
chanee + zizo Lxamined my Books and Settle J.... Hoods Apet (GVER) In full 15
¥ G vaidrop .ote Settled in full and Send It Yo me By the first onme thai ray lom
as I nav Poutht his watch(?) and wish to know tne ammount Least(?) the lote may

drawn our pay to the first (of) Jany and will Send Sum hore as Soon as I can you hav any
“oney on hand Let old Yary Brooks hav It But bee Sure you credit the KRote Corroctly I weannt

hear (her) Paid + I can not Say what will Bee the Ishue (issue) of Thomes(!) Case (troudle ¢
somethinz) yet But I hope may be (he'll) get of(f) we will know Soon as we liade the Start i-
day and Col ¥Woods Sayed he would Say In (M2XT PAZE) Case to day Tell Pap not to Say teo Toms

untell I write for him know (now) as It Is time (to) Plant Corn And I know his attention wil
Bee Required thar I would love to Ssz him verry mutch But we will hav to use good __ omy (7.
to get through this Straii (difficulty) write to me Soon and let me know what Smith has to s
to my last offers I med: to him (about hirinz him as a Substitute) But I hav not ___ he will
Some also let me know whzi you dun with my mule when Lenard Started to the war Dont Scll #nv
Corn untell the winter Bracks (breaks) Try to Save your Cattle If you can for they air (ars.
valuable I am verry Glad you Sent me a nice ham of Bacon as I have not had but ome half (7.

Pound from the C S (Confederate States government) Since I hav Been In Miss But we don verry
well to Get Bread hear and keep fat Liet me know If any pears(on?) Is Living at the Studhar!
place I would love = to visit my home and friends But I Dont know when I can bee Couterd(?)

and I will Try to-Do the Same I must now Close may (God) Bless you all and Grant us a Speedy

7 Sl )
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{continued -- iarch 9, 1°¢5)

peace and we (may) Soon reat again Is my Prayer Kiss the little Babes for me for I Spend

many hours In Studdying about them fare well for this time I Remain your Affectionste ﬁusba~
and friend t=11 death .

e : & w.R, Hood to
Saren . Hood

Nuy £; se {ered) Ties og 30N sI nof 03 8A0T L (umMep eplsdn ueyytas;

(enclosed with the above letter)

Sarah T will write you 2 fiew Mor(e) lines as I have not Told you when I fcund the boys
we ar about L miles above Town (as stated in his January 6, 1862 (3) letter!) In a verry
pretiy place to Camp and we hav verry Good water But It will bee a hot heat In a fiew days
as It Is In our Country (ssction) In August for the Sun Shines So hot now that we had to
hunt a Shade I will Send you Sum Stampe to. Pay my Pestage with and you will hav to Pay my
Postage as T never now (ltncw; where to Pay or what Sort of money to pay wiih Sarah (lzow
vou hav not zot your Salt from Louina(?) Send and zet It as Soon as you can 1 Bought Tenn
(ten) 1be In west Point whitch I Paid five Dollars and It will last you a while But I
wannt you to Salt all the {CVER) Stock Salt our hogs Sum as I think It verry Nesdssary Tax
the best of Cear (care) of my young horse and Dont allow any Fearson {person) to work hir
only to Plow and use him the 3alance of the Time yourself If you hav the Chance to Send me
Sum Pears (pairs) of Jeans like those Pants that I hav with me you can Send It by Wesley
Devanghan and If you car you may make me a coupple of nice over Shirts of that Goods that
you Speak of Semding by me to Sell and Cord the bosams (bosoms) nice But dont put your Sel:
to mutch Trouble and bee surc to Send them by a Safe hand and Rap (wrap) them well In pape-

+ Back then (put on the address) to me Goodby{e) again my loving wife W.Z. Hood to S.:.
Hood

( this is the last letter you have from W.R, Hood -- March 9, 1863 -~ he was killed at
Vicksburz about three months later) YOU HAVE A RbAL PIECL OF HISTORY I THESE LoTT=2S,
PLEASE, TAX: CARE OF THuN,

The Rex, Pe. Sohbard 0, Tes
Murfreesboro, Tn.
Secember 1l, 1955
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T B S.P. HOOD TO HIS BROTHERS, F.Il., and W,R, HOOD -- ovember 25, 1862

{(Fort Morgan, iobile, f£labama)

|r\1ﬂt Yor: :‘._1._1 e

Hova 2“"«:..12 Saae

Dear Brothersj .

I Seatc {seat) My Self (myself) this Nite {nizht) to Droo you a fisuw {fev) lines
in Anscer [a‘lswer) to yours Whitch (which) I received last Zavninz (cveainz). This
comes to inform you that I Am Well, hopinz this May find you Bouth {both) ingoying

A

(enjoyin:-]) the Same like Blesing (blesb_nog, Brothers

I Shal {shall) be verring (very) Brief to lite (tonizht) Beesing (buihi; that my time

_is short. I hav (have) Ko Nuse (news) that Will interest you, Times ic verry (vary)

hard izt I See the Best Time of ary Soldier in the South. I Jest (3:c%) hav (have)
to cook and Eat all the time, I 1‘i‘e‘= gh 175 1bs, and in the Best helths {health) I

Bver incoved (enjoyed) any Whar (anywhere)

ThJ Wer 7ﬂrﬂr is verry (very) Cool hear (here) though I saw a lebtcr in the paper
ron Penilcola (Pensacola, Fla,) that Stated that the Yankees Weuld
uacm) this plase (place) in ten or fifteen Daves But I thini they Will

5
1. ays (always) -- Jest (just) lake A fuss (?) of it though I Would Rather
come on,

Bro*hems,

letter that I Wrote you that Was Daued Sept. 11th Was Dated rones
(o you ng
wWrong i, b

(:.t) Was Wrote (written) Nov, 11th But I Never thought o it $£ill

‘T had “.11;d'it And then it ¥Was to (too) late as o0ld Brother Joiner Savs ahout
(re

Repentans (repentance) on the Day at Resercciion (resurreciion),

That fellor that Bill knocked in the head has got Back to { G "nrf But

he locks vorry (very) Bad And has but W*ttlc to say, And iheg i tmen Fitl

in vhe 277 house bub .Lour Dayes (days) L' I Was verry - _rv) da® ¥ "o rim
rclies- 1 vcolzased) for I hav {have) not f'.? s=n four unnap iz ayes (- r ) Uinee

T hey (s, Han {heon) in Servie (serviece’: for Bill ic i1 Same %10 Arether
%0 te o - lionld take his pert Infne plees 7?7 by oa aw Bill ¢ che of

our Zricl Cheat A fellow out of his ¥ate . last Nite (ni i} We go 1 1o play
A ? ? With him And I give hix ‘oney to Stakc

I Shal {eholl) go up to Mobile tomorrm: Ant I Will hav \.ajrf A wors [vory) good
ate Purves wn (?) a Burtens Bow (7). I hav (have) tct a pl=:y a2t Honey
“ay And I will Write to you As Soon as I Come bacl

I hav (have) Not heard from home in ten or Zifteen Dayes {days) And 1 Shal {shall)
hay (bave) A host of letters to read Hext Wsek from the girls if I Den's

4 Case of the Pocks (pox) But Miss uarah Carauell Baz (says; She Can't rromousk
(promise) to hav (have) e $ill Come back Vell.

I Will Close for this time, Write Soon And often.

I remain vour brother il Deatho
S.- . Hood To HOOd F'uo IIOOd i R !

I‘Jd
ﬁﬁaiﬁiﬂ ﬁgaes%‘ghshégpﬁﬁwlgkfxﬁ 2%Hen 4 121 (8L ‘,ﬁztﬁié“o’é“ Eﬁ?infm e




Vicksburg ¥iss Feby the 16th 1363 i>

e —————

Dear wife and Father I hav just Received your Kind leiters of Feby the

¢ whiteh you all orce more
was Suifering with ARt
. node and Trust these am in Tolarable
vet the Diorrheora
Thomae is In verry good before we Jane

R that you Can git ir Smitt to take iy “lace
’n the Army for Twenty five hundred Dollars I Know I am Not &blc tc iive any Such 4 Frice
Ter kA Bubstitute as that I will GSive him My land af heme améd "> »vouii: Tors: B pe 32900
121 Sarah Keep half of her wheat Crop I Dont Know what the lan. ie _ine
=t I % Must be worth S fifteen hundred or Two thousand Dclieor ! Koy

zry thing T 3aitting (rating?) at iloneys worth If ¥Mr Smitl « 111 just

him 2 lonz when you Come after Thomas but let him Know tnat thar ar 3
“cl2 on the Plzce But I Can ¥ak hir & good Title to 211 the =:=t aesd
vew Can not get him for that offer just let the thing Pass of f

hee worth Some thing In good value Some day to My little Cnli I Trust
1111 Get home Sometime to live with you all I Sweet Communic i befor
“ ‘onths More Shall Pass off It would be a rate (right) Plcasu Ore
iow If It was Posable for ile to git off honorable as to wish to ’el; Flace
I do not I would Kot Take Ho lesc than one thousand dollars for It he Time has
Sere that Mcney Is worth allmost Nothing hear (here) In this Country Zut I nt know
i.oir It Is thare If Pap Posably Can Come and get Thomas out ¢ the lervi hin
to do So for this Is & verry D1saareeanle Country and Place for amy : =
Juct make an official (?) that you Never Consented for Thomas to vis and
_ inink you Can obtain A& Discharge for him It will Cost you Some (%) rs to
~zno the Trip hear (here) But then Is anough Thomas to “zy the nse )
of the Trip and I (think) you Can git him off that will bee ic obg 7) and
-f you Can get Mr Smith to Take My “lace I will Pay a liberzl rart cf ¥pense on
the Irip Tell Sarah to Not bee Uneasy about Me as I hav wrote (writien) ic o get
‘e {(a) Substitute for If It “annot bee Dun (done} I Can only Stay and do the Jest I
Can and hope we will Not hav to Suffer the Toils of A Soldiers 1life :uich lonzer before
us aﬁv Peace It Ie (the) joneral (general) opinion If we Sustain our Position hear (here
t 2t the war will Close Soon ac the North hav (has) Zlected a2 Democratic C s znd
th y Heat (meet) the forth (fourth) of March If you wish you Can & ter teo
"r Zmith and let him know from My own Pen what I am willing to do for this
“irc write to ¥e Soon If Pap dont {doesn't) come farewell untill Z DY
~~zin your Husband and Son till death W.R. Hood tc Sarah =, =Zcos ~
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{Fron Sgte W.. . iiood to Hie VWife)

Carpy  Lb6th Ala vels Vicksburz Miss zrch hth 1863
e Rt .
Jear wife 1 e72in writc you a few linss But hav Nothinz that can Interest you
varry “rtch Hore than My sclf 2 Thomas ars “"ath In the 3est of health at this Time and
: . thess= ST cils TR 257 ud you and toc 1ittle orcr a1l well together
ad . a¥abede ﬁy old Settiement I thou~ht I would not
i neard irc: home as I 2= looking fcr -ap or Capt Allen
¥ay bccoue though I weuld Give (?)

is0 received a letter (with) the list thet you and Mr
, wrote to me In Jany and I fiare (feﬁr} you all think
12V

a

Johns and iary T
verry otrange tnat I Did not a:
-

s

rer Itbut Tt came while I was at the Zospital and Tt was

ﬂ)

Uncle Georgz mobertson and
Tell Marry Zller. thet I often th 1nV of tne Jeath of Jessee and feal (feel) to Moarn at
the Distress Tt has Braughi eon = Dear friends that I So dearly loved as I do Jesses
“arents Relative the healii of our Regt Is verry Good at this time ar we are all Getting
Climatized o the Miss Mud ani water Sarsi I am verry ancious (anxious) to hear from
you and Mor. Fariicular then I would be If - had Kot rassed Some (7) lctters In Regard
tc you gittinz e a Substitute but I Supiuse It to bee imposable for us to Truly (?)
foram (?) ani I hope that you nav Not Put vourself to too .itech Trcu'ch and Dont let It
bother your mind Any In the least If you _c:1d get one for ify home rlace By giving a

miseplaced So 1 did Not get It untill the 2nd of Xarch 7Tell Cous (Cousin) Fanie that
I was Glad to Zeceive her Hinc lstter Qut verry oSorry tc near of her loss and Disstress
InRe zard tc the Death of Mr J “1~OH and I wiil answer her if I Can lezrn her P 0 Give

né fa y love and Respectc and Tell them o write to me Azain
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1ittle boot
te give 211 ;

L hav hay be pz=l
and I hope It will ::
i home to (uni”
~very day &: i :

73 fraw Mopey tc or o0 “iovcrrow) and
in youwr letter - ~1ld ©n Jrooxes 1
i if you Oan Pay that
i A AR
rave to

was In 'Y

r Ray when I
rit a to Je Zver;

=
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]
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#is Febyusyy 17 ¢ +sis Hood remzr¥s that he ani “is brother,
cmae, are enjovi- retty good healih -- althougi ti:cre was
iarrhea amony it : c;s.ﬁ@s ¥ concerrned to zet 2 S“-stLtute
--— even if it mes:s . .1ling his "home place." Appar Vy
too much stcut 7oinz on a v ien to
¥ae crippling ihe curreney b Cr;fl Jer
... & month, and 3 5st. not muckh
be zotten out. .. t., Hood has resoived hinmeel:
there's nc ner way -- but, he hopes
T3y 2zt Democrats” bring an e=vly end to Lic
wer and that heidin {'ieir "positiorn” =i Vicks! discours -
tie Forth from S zitemnts at .- upaiin: whe Soith, &£las!
Th d:dn't work gl Fib

- e SO o
e L Aave -
[ B =Y -

: ab, the ' lookin-
forws- ~= =zetiing war ~rcbably
conesr: at Vick 2 suppli:
Wait ' soEit. SEE. & e

Vouts 1863.
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=ocd th“ : died
His rr1""'5:1‘ service re~r i

for us. At this 901nt, we aren't surc Zn aﬂt.sn cr
¢f disezse, One way or i other, heo: howE & @il





