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IN CAHP 6 MILES
SOUTH OF NASHVILLE, TEMI.

Dec, Srad, 186E.

Respzcted Broihers:-

» I reczivad your welcoine letter with Father’s
last evening. Was vary glad to h=ar that all are well at this
time. You s=zm to thi:k we might enjoy ourselves while we
are at the Springs if the rebels only leave us alones. I know
that is what people think at hoae, but I know a company, regiment
or brigade feel better when they are going out on a skirmish or
a reconnoitering expedition, and gven when our outposts are
driven and the gnemy threatens us with an attack. These things
used to frighten us but now they all seem to enjoy such fun.

You asked why we were not allowed to sleep in that tavern.
The officers had their quarters in it. One part was ussd for th
bospital, another for the comissary stores. Wle had plenty of
tents and could sleep nearly as confortable then as in a couch.
Besides privates do not care to get too close to the officers.

I would not mind much if I wazs at home helping you make that
apple butter, but as for husking corn I have nothing to say, but
I imagine you will have something to say about that yourselves.
if vou are not more than half done. I hear of a great deal of
sickness in Ohi this winter. We have heard oi the boys being
exchanges but none have returned yet.

You and the rest ol the people in the north sesm to think
that the negroes, if armed, could do a great deal. There you are
mistaken. I believe that our brigade could whip an hundred
thousand negroes. They are a pack of indolent cowards and as
ignorant as a stump. They would kill ten times as many of them
selves as they would of the eneny. The rebels need not fear
them as an army. I do not believe that the fighting will
end without one gide killing oif all the rest.

Try and make the best you can in going to school. Always
remerber there is a betier time coming. Tell Father that
I will ans¥er his leiier another time. We have had some fair
winter weather. The streams are gquite low yet. The railroad
has been opened for several days from here to Louisville. There
is plenty of forage out a few miles. We have to send out a
very strong guard with the trains and it is very seldon: they
get away without a skirmish.
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About a week ago Edgerton’s batiery was out and fired sevaral
hundred shots. The rebels had a battery playing on his.
They were well aimed but they had nothing to fire but solid
shots. One took an axle off, another struck a wheel; another
knocked a trunion besides a great many shois cane very close.
Edgerton arrived in camp in the evening with the pieces

of his battery without a man having a scratch.

This battery belongs to the Sth. brigade of our Bivision. I
have very good hgalth at present, as have also the rest of the

boys from our parts.
Your faithful and confidential brother,

A, S. Bloomfield.
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i CAMP O N - B s il L REEK,
MNMASHVILLE, TENN.
CEBERIGITIMAS IMORNTING.

Dec-25-1862.

Respected Sister:-
I wish you a happy Christmas. I do not know

of any thing more,important than that one thing,-- happiness-- to
meke this day pleasant at hore or in the army. This is the
second Christmas for me in the arny. The first one we tried

in various ways to make the day a memorable one and partly
succeeded; but how different is today passing. I do not see

a soldier trying to put on any style. They are all going around
as usual doing the repular camp duties. Our battery has all
gone out after forage, but the casions, so there are but few

left in camp; but the worst is I have promised to have a kettle
of beans cooked for them by the time they returned.

I received your letter four days after you wrote it and was
glad to hear the news. But you said before you had {filled one
page that you had no news to write, when you had already written
the best news that I ever received from home and as good as I
ever want to receive. I suzpose you wrole it unconsecious of
the importance the few words were to ene far from home and friend

Well, maybe you have forgotten what you wrote on the first
page of your last letter. It was these few and simple words
"'we are all well®, So you see 2 leiter can have the bezt of news
and only contain this short sentence. Now, after this do not
say I have no news to write after you have put that sentence in.

There is no one thing of so much importance to one away from
or at home as good health. Who could not enjoy themselves with
that blessing. Even a soldier can almost do it. Well I have nb
told you how my health is. It is good with the éxception of
cold. All the rest have had very good health so far. I think
we are getting adapted to this kind orf life. We have had very
pleasant winter weather. But lilile rain has fallen.

I amn sorry to hear that our old red schocl-house is not so
well patronized this winter as heretofore, but bear in =ind that
there is a better chance for those who do go there.

I surpose you have read of the various little sklrmlsbes
and squa bbles around Na shville, and that we apprehend anptitack,
ete. stec. This may 21l be so. I know it is the cause of us
forming some very good habits. One is gettiing up every morning
at five o’clock. Yesterday morning our while corps was

i
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orc=red to be realiy to march at day brezak and t¢ hawve itheir
zen supplisd with three days rations in their hawersacks, only
taking what blankets they could not do without. All napsacks,
tents, etc. to be packed in the baggage wagons and sent inside
the fortifications at Nashville. So offfwe started at the
appointed hour, but did not get out more than two miles when,
after a long halt of aboul three hours, we were ordered back to
cap to stay over night. When morning came we Were oidered out
10 puard the forage train. I wil} bet the rebels naver catch
General Rosencrans or General Wilich in bed. Well, I do not

know 1f any one say any rebels yesterday or not, but the privates

have it all fixed to suit themselves and bore their officers.
We tell them that old Rosey (as we call him) just had this big
show to keep them from going to Nashville, or having a spree
at home in their own camp.

I think it is having the desired effect for everything is
quiet throu-h all the camps in hearing of our battery.

You spoke that the paroled boys thought they would return to
the battery soon. In my opinion they will not be exchanged
until another general exchange is made in this depariment, which
may be several months to cone. The papers seem to think (or
rather their correspondents do) that the rebels are concentrat-
ing their main arny in this viecinity.

David Yarion is all right and seems to enjoy himself mmch
better than I had expected.

One week from today and we will enter into a new year. What
will 1863 bring around, is a question in the minds of thousands
of soldiers. I hope it may bring victory, peace and more
than one hundred thousand discharges for soldiers in this
department . Discharges are going to be plentiful and easy to
get some day. Then is when I am going to have one.

This very delicate sheet is wvery nearly full. Write a long
letter. I have set an example for you. My respects to all.

From your brother,
A. S. Bloomfield.

i ot s - P S R R
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AP O HILL CREE X,
¥ 1% E MILES FROM NASHVILLE.
Wednesday, Dec, 10- 1862.

Respectiad Sisteri-

I recsivad your welcome mis:ive yesterday and
read it with mueh pleasure. From what you both say I taink
you are havinr rather dry times. I can hardly say that of this
division of the army, at l=ast. I think all of the rest ‘are
in the same fix. Qur division fell back one-half a mile to
a better position. I understand the wholz lines have fallen

back. We have been expecting an attack for about a we=k and
to avoid surprise we are routed out evary morning at three or
four o’clock, and have to harness. The report is that the

rebels are advancing with a heavy force. Now, they are getting
rather saucy. We cannot go outside of the pickets for foraging
without fighting all the time. There was heavy skirmishing on
the Franklin pike all day yesterday, and I have heard that they
had a heavy skirmish or a light fight in Edefield, which is on
the opposite side of the river from Nashville. I do nol under-
stand our movements. It seems to me our men are getling scared.

The report is that they are coming in on us on all sides. I &k
think we can give them a warm reception. We raceived orders
when we went into camp today not to fix up as we will move again
in a day or so. Some say we ars going nearer the City..

It seems that our arrmy has done but a trifle in the last

two months, in my estimation at l=sast. I still live in hopes
that somsthing will turn up in a few aonths for the better,

After Tattoo, Thursday evening, Dec, llth.

We have not moved our camp yet. We were out foraging today.
Every thing went off very quiei, bul it wes all owing to the
rebels kseping off gun shot. We draw over coats today. We have
plenty of good and warm elothing now. One of the rebels who
came up to our lines today with the flag of truce was Col.Terry.
Some Terry was killed b. the 32nd. Indiana at Green river over a
year ago.  Gen. Wilich told him that he was the old dutchinan that
whipped them there. The 19th. are encamped about 20 rods from
our battery. Well girls I cannot think of anything more at
present to write. Write as often as conveniznt.

Your affectionate brother,
A, 8, Bloomfield.
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CAIfP" AT THE BLIND ASYLIM AT NASHVILLE.

16th, 1363.

Jan "

Respected Parsnts, brothsr and sisters:-
I belisve the last tine

I wrote was on Christmes. From that tins up to th= present
are thz days that will be noted in thes history of this war.
The next moirning after Christoaes, our division coxnanded by
Ggneral Johnson, Sheridan’s division, and Gen.&ill’s division.
These thres divisions ware under the coxmand of General PfeCook.
We took the Nalinsville pike which is on th2 right of the Mur-
iordsvillse pike. There was a rorce larger than ours of tue
Murfursboro pike which moved at the same time. Our advance had
not got out but a few milss whan the skirmishing commencedand
was kept up <1 lay. Our men took one piece of artillery -nd som
prisoners. Theres was artillsory, infantry fighting on all sides.
Ve encamped near Nalinsville,which was quite desolate. It is

My opinion that our soldiers made it more so. This happened

on the 26th. It rained th=2 wst of the day. The next day we
advanced about ten miles and the skirmnishing was about as warm
as the day before. In the moirning there wa: a heavy fog which
did not c¢clear away until about noon and then it rained the rest
of ths day. We sufferad very ruch from cold ané rain. We
encarped near a small towm at night. Here they showned us some
fight. Planted a pbaitery in town, and done somz {iring but
hirt no on=s. Our men threw a few shells into the town. At
this point we were n2arly opposite Murforborough, laying about
twenty miles west of it. Thz next morning, Sunday the 28th.
our brigade and a brirade of cavalry went out to reconoiter

and to see which way they had left. The cavalry had but little
skir-ishing and picked up several straglers. We also ascertainé
that the rebels had gone for Murforborouch. The day was clear
and pleasant.
Monday, 29th.---- This morning we recsive. orders to march

at day break and took = dirt road for Murforborough which was
very badly cut up. Our cavalry had some very heavy skirmishing.
Th2y made ons charce in which there was a Mpajor killed. Our
division moved up after dark with one mile of the rebelis lines
and about six miles of the town. It rained this evening and
was very disacreeabla. We were not allowed to have any fires, ®
of course we had no colifee for su.per. i
Tuesday, 30th.-. --- This morning our lines were connected with
the ‘force on the lurforsborouch pike. We advanced about one

miles wihen we came to the rebels line. Johnson’s division was
held in reserve. Now. you will recollect that ZleCook had the

1
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extrenme pight of the battle line. I carnnoi say who was on the
left, as you will lsarn this fion the oifigial repori.
Fro~ what I can lesarn our linss ware between {ive and six —
long extending zbout an equal distancs from both dices of th
piks. The pike runs abouti dirset south bearing to ths esast
litile and our lines weie nearly straight across this pike.
About noon there was sharp firing done. I witnessed a2 mosti
splendié ficht. There was an artillsry duel. Our men got two
batteries in such a position=s to have a cross fire on the rebels
Th= laiter had the highest cround and was shaltierad by a few
scaliered tr=es..  The rebels cuns wers Lweive -~ unders, our were
Zix. In the course Gf an heurs or so the infantry made a
charge and took their guns. Every thing was favorable on our
side through this day’s fight. Qur richt you will understand
fichts their left, and from what T can lsarn we drove their left

- - - bd e L WL
nearly ope

Lroa §N hﬂt 1rnc Eaﬁ all E&;l Our men lay on thz2ir arms
211 night in battle line. This evening Johnson’s division

was thrown on the extreme right. Ths three brigades lay in the
rear of each other, our being the farthest back. We took this
position after dark. Wle could hear czrs running distinetly

211l night and it was evident that they were reinforcing or evac-
uating. Vieare not allowed 10 have zny fire to night so0 of
course we meke our supper on crackers. and raw fliteh.

Wednesday, 3lst. - --- From some negligence of our commanders
we were allowed to sleep until daylight, or rather day break. I
suppose it was because we were in the reserve, but before sun
up we saw what was the matter. Our advance was not over thirty
rodd in front of the reserve. It apuears that the rebels had
thrown the greater portion of their force around on our right
with the expectation of surprisinz us. They had slinped up 2
t0 our lines as clnss ae wae mac=iv = s
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that were naver movad.,and No.l pizcs dicd not get =ore than
ten rods. I cennot daseribe it to you as it was. I belisve
our wnole battery was in th= hronds of th2 reb=ls at onz time
with th= sxespliorn of two egsions. I undsrstenc thal “our of

n recaptured. I andé Charlie were drivers on
=ted nearly onz mile with it, the bulleis

1 sicdes, but none struec us. Vie ot into

e e had 1o lesave it., We unhitched

and mounted our horses. Whan th= rebels attacksd they had a
brigade of cavalry in our rear. No.3 piesece, which is the
Randéolph squad was th2 only ons I saw o any firing. They fired
three shots. The rebels then ppened on them wilh on= piece.
Soraz sy it was No.l piece o our battery. The third ghot
struck the limber thest, killed Conrad Lash and three horses.
Richard Rodgers was shot through the knee joint, Vae Staniord
wounded in the arm, Howard Tupper in the thigh, Elic Roe in the
hip. Lewis anc¢ Robert are safe and sound as nsar as I can

learn. One of ths 49th. Ohio boys says he saw onz of our battey
get shot trying {to spike a gun. Edrgerton’s battery lay just

in front and wers action to ths front. They fired thrse shotis

= Edgerton was woundad and taken prisoner. Edgerion 1s
well known ail over Chio. He was a profecsor of elocution and
was the best reader in the state. Gensral Wilich was woundecd

and taksn prisonsr. e stood until the rebels were onto him
trying to rally his men. HMajor Draks of the 49th. was killed

and Col. Gibson had two horses shot {roi under him. There is
no use of me trving to tell vou what this looks like. It was
ecual to the Bull Run .ight. It was a perfect surprise and causé
a stampede. Qur men were criven around three miles in less than
two hourse. They captured ail of the wagons belonging to
icCook’s ecorps, al:zo his headquarters. Gereral Sill was killed.
Rut before night our men drove them back, reccptured most of the
wagons. Our battery as well a2s the whole division was completely
scattered. Three or Jour of us got togzther and wandered around
in sezrch of the rest for a day and 2 half. We were then ordered
to Nashville. From what I can learn coneerning our battery
we went in one hundérsd and ten men and came out with about
eichty. ten or fiften ars wounded, so thers arz about thirty
we cannot account lor yet. It is said that they took seven
batierias from us on the right. New Years morning the fight
commencsd early and the roar of artillery was deaf2ning. It
continuaed until Saturday ewening. We have not cotten any defi-
nite r-poits from the baitls fisld yot. It iz rapertasd thet they
have skedaddled. 0lc¢ Rosy is a long windecd old fellow. They
say he is following them up with tend thousand cavelry. We have
not had any mail for two weeks. Tha railrpad eorrunier~tion has

s casion. We re

b L3k
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been eut off. The river is up =0 bhat bosts ean run up this
iﬁ far. I cannot say where Davic Yorion is. Thers ars about
£ forty of ths boys here with Lieutensnt Day. I do not know how
long we ar: to stay here, but hope that we mey join the res
: SQ001. Write soon, and dirset vour next 18i ey o Hashyilie

e
in the gars of {“‘apt._,ln Early, S5th. ! ichican Batt o1y,

From your son,

7T AT O e
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IN CA:® O STOM= RIVER, FOUR MILES
SOUTH OF ! URFEFESEORO, TEIRKSSEE.
Jan, 26th, 1863.
Sister:-

I reczived two letters from you si::e I wrote
ry last. Non2 of us have hesard P. Secrists yet. It was very

——

4
Respagu 2¢C

gtartlinc naws to e&ll of us. You wondser what kind of a
Christmas and Mew TYears we speni. Weil i vou have rsezivad

all of the letters I howve wrtiten, you know how they were spent.
When I wrote last there were ghout twenty of us at Noshville, but
7o wers orderad back to th2 battery and started onz wesk ago
today. On the seecond d ys merch, whan .1t in five miles of camp
wa met onz of Lisutenants going back to Nashwille witn two
wvagons =nd ten men. He detailaed tweslve o our er

along with him. I was amonc ths mumber. We steyed until last
Priday. We ware waitins for ordinant stores. W
naw guns, new harness and Jorty five horses, bes
It is the calculation now to have our battery fi

L}

=

idas other things
te2d out with
it

:F"i—'

1 {a
four guns. The infantry that were dstailad to £ill out our
battery have been callad back to tlheir regiments. e will have
about on2 hundre. men wh=n the parolled boys get back. We are
looking every day for then Ve did not succeed in getting a
sin~le thine at Nashvills 1hat wa went after. They are going
back again in a few days. The buys that we knowwere wounded

and laft in the hospital on the fi=2ld are cetting alonc fine

A. ¥Vise and Henry Sears, are missi~g.and maybe wounded.

Howard Tupper was s=2en ito fall, but his body was not found

on the field, so it is supposed that hz was wounded and earried

¢fi by Lhs yepsls., I sun ose that ;you havs ssen all of .the e
particulars coneerning this battls. Our loss i= not as heavy

as I expected that it would be. It was only a 1itlz over one
thousand killed and six thousand woundad. We have two tiou sand

taken prisoncrs. From 211 accounts the rebels lost ore men
killed than we. Our 2en took more prisonsrs than they, but the
rebels caniurad about onsz tlhousand of our wascons and burnsad
them. . I do not think { ere has Geen a bzitle fousht, where ‘hse
wers so nang: hors2s oand miled kill=d as in t“i: onz. I'rom the
rebals aclions thay have given up all hop2s of holding thei
nacross. They would no! tzke any of Lhe priscn?-.ers, but Shat
m down when their cavalizy ot in our raa
c

'_—h

T * and were marinsg

- i
chazzes on the stragglers, they would run clszar past the soldisr
 they saw a negro, and rlilﬂlﬂ anil 12t ihe :olilfr 0. The=
rebels leift twenty flvn hundred of thzir wounded in M1r=995}oro.
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These is no use of me t.yinc to des
will never Sz dons 11
=

= rst G’ 3% S By
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was h:avy. I eanoy S8y a8 the war iz ooy Dosrer

but I nkow one thing thet g time will soon be hall ou
e -

t
look pratty dark just now. ¥ie are ceins to move pur camp
L Om0T TV, Ue a2 now in aﬂ open stubhle {isld and there is
plenty of mad. It rained most of yesterday but iz quite nlesasch

and warnm today.
Howr does it 20w thet the car rais
wels I the yoarr m T
having our Zrry incéreoss
I gu=szs the north could stand it

Y m
Ll Lu

L ]

-
o
£
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have just com2 fromn the north thzt the; 1d ot kaow that there
was 8 war in our country if it was not for the papers. Ths
people o the nortih have but 111t1ﬂ idea 9. Lhe syjls oy the

M

. ondesr ir it would not be a god thin " )
rth nore in earnest in their work? If the rebels were to
e their way into Ohio and Pennsylvania and shell Cincinnnti
and Pi'isbturg and burn them to the ground; this is just th=
e son that the rebels ficht so well.
No more ai present.

I'rom your brother,
A. 5. Dloonfield.
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IiH FISL BROGBPITAL,
MURFREESBORO,TERN N.
Jan, 26th, 1863.

Respzeted Parents:-

I supposs you have hsard that I was sick.
I told Lewis ilaxwell to write to you when they brought me away
and let you know how and where I was. I think I have been here
ten days. I was quite sick for five days before they brought
me here. My discase was the diarrhoea and fever; the fever is
brokan now. The doctor said I was gettinc along so well he
would not give nz medicine today.

I can sit up two or three hours at a time and can walk around
a little. There is one of the boys with me who belongs
to the same detachment that I do.

You rmust not fret yourselves any about me. We have good
nesses and get pretty good food I guess for the sick.

The whole army is advancing except one division left be-
hind to garrison the fort. Our brigade had ths advance the
first day and had to drive them out of a gap. Our brigade
lost some officers and a few privates. There was quite a nurnber
wounded. Our battery did some firing. The wounded weie brought
to this hospital.

It has been raining every day since they started. There are
two other boys out of the same brigade in the same tent with me.
I cannot say how long I will have to stay here, but I guecs you
can send the answer to this on here. Direct:--

General Field Hospital near

lurfreesboro, Tenn.
Ward A. Tent 4.
I cannot not think of any more at present. Hope these
few lines may find you all in better health than I. Oh, yes
I received a letter from Celestine about twenty minutes before

they started away.to the hospital.

A. 5. Bloonfield.
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IN CAI®® AT NASHVILLE,

Feb, 10th,1363.

e Tl L G =y
Bespeeted Faihser:-

It has been necarly three weeks since I have
writien home. I have been putting it off thinking we would De
put back to cerpe. VWhnen I wrote last we were out to ths

i

but we weire there only two days whan ou
ans reqguisitions to ro back and draw ths things he wanted.
Twenty-five of the boys were detailad to o along. We have
been gore sixteen days with fair prospscts of steying a wesk
longer. We have two new brass, twelve pound smooth bores as
good as are used. Also a battery and forge wagon, and new
hainess. We are now waiting for horses. We vrant fortyfive.
We expected them here “ay before yesterday on the fleet that
came upe. They arrived on Sunday. It consisted o seveniy five
river steamsrs. Theywere escorted by four gun boats. They also
brought fifteen thousand reinforcement for this army. Some were
from Western Virginia. They say there were nine batteries
along. I only saw four. The remaining part of the boats wers
loaded with arry supplies. Among the batteries is the 9th. Ohio.
I found William Hickman with them. He looks almost as old as
¥OUu. We are expacting more boats up in a few days with artill-
ery horses on. The railroad is to be finishins to Murirces-
borough this evening. I cannot sa2y what is going Yo out to
the front but I fuess it is preity quiet. I suppose you will
learn all the particulars of the fighl ai Fort Donaldson before
you receive this. From what I lsarn it was very hot there for
several hours. I think the rebels had better give up for this
mekes th2 third time they have been whipped at that point.
iLiajor Cotter hoc not gotten back with the exchange boys. e look
every day for then. Ho doubt you have heard that Levi lleGregory
wes killed in the fizht at Murfreesboroush. The lasti forty
deys hove besn the sasiect time I have experienced since I have
besn soldiering. I weich more than I evar did before. Ve have
plenty of rations and nothing to édo. I think froix all of the
preparations going here and elsewhere that our men intend to
meke & desperate blow between now and next June at thz rebellion.
01d Rosy has =:changad nearly oall of the six pound smooth
bores for twelve pouncers. He has also a splendicd pontoon
fraoe cornsisting ol about ons hundred wasons each wapon rede
expressly to earry one pontoon. There are encugh to pontoon
se2e rivar. There arzs also ssvaral wasons loaded with
sady Lo sel thase up in order Lo erdass arvell sireass.
xrd sonz say that they thought this sy was proing

unction with ths north Carolinia ar wh=zn we nove

to ke &

e
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I think thoy hed besbter send 13-t “roous e o A v
i

L
Polomme aryy 1o ths west and let som=s 57 thas W2sLern bova go
| e Genzral Eracs told hiz —isa balgea thsy went into the
Pisil ox lmnrrsczbaron-t fhal thay Srees SR o ficht asen
that hod never Heon whinped., After fns S Be Agld his fam
thal ihey had ths old dutch fool Wiisned, bul he did not know it.
He is & kind of = pen for & Czneral, ot 1l=z2s5i hiz ary has
full eonlicdanes i kRin,

Father I beliave w= have foun:d ona conl larel ten dn this
Cilys 1s name is John Trimball. He is 2 United States of'ficer
and 13 appointad to attend to the eonfiseating 57 th- rshel
properiy in this Citv. He is th2 Lest losryer inm the state and
15 worth £$150.000.00 He freed 21 of his siavaes lasti Christoss.
He says tiny were worth fift=en thovzond dollars. He was in
the State Legislaturs when the rebeilion broka

Dut and was the
only onz out of twentv five that stood By ths star T

Hz iz full bloodad southernsr and is sociable and common and
is in every way & rentleren. He sends ug gorn bread twice 2z
day. He also kea=ps us suppliad wﬁ*“ the latest paners. He tak
the New York Tribune. It is raininz this river. The river is
middling low at present.

No more at present, :

From your son, .

A, S. Bloomfield.
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IN CAMP FOUR MILFES SOUTH O F ITURF'REES-
BOROUGH , TEIRHESSRR.

I rec=ived you lzitsr datzd thz 26ih. of
Jun, lasti svening. I wos glag 40 feeam tool ¥ou 2¥2 not dis-
courased vyat. I know that our assy is injured veisy ol oy
disloyal men in thes novth. Yes. women itco. I wish 211 such
peapls lived in Tenndsses of Fome olhzsr slode whewe Lthe ariy
has passed throuch. They might changes their opinion, and if
they did zot they would rot dare open t>2ir mouths.

ir Tou say
ou Suppose soldierins has lost all of ils novelity for me by
s time, amgl has Lecolle asdlect realliiy. I will have Lo aamil
it has, but n=wveriheless I am not in the lzast dJdiscouyared

A
4

L T sl =Tl
S

el pad
v

i

s

s

et, though it has lasted longer than I thoughtit would at the
ime oI enlisting. I an still in honss that the dayg is nok
ar distant when thz last pun 315 firsd in Lthis ward. ¥ laok al
R e

ause today the sarme as 1 did eighteen nonths ago, and when
azrs are out I sholl com= hom2 and s=22 ry relatives
, and then I shall b2 ready for another thre~ years
VWhen I hear of such men as Dave
211smith acting as he dons in the morth it makes my blood hni}.
an alomst ready to centure the people at Randolph as a pack
of cowards afraid to raise their hands against onsz poor miser-
able treasonable impudent wretch that dare opr:ose the cause in wh
whrich over ons hundred of the ons. of the town have laic¢ dowm
their lives to uphold., and vhose bodies only mark the place
where a yankee wac Lurried. One rebel in our rear is worse
than two in froni. How long are the p2ople of tha north going
to let such men yun unpunished? I can tell you just how oy
f2elincs mun. If I wera 2t homs I should f=e1 it a5 a duty that
I owe to th2 rest of rv comrads in the fi=1d to shoot such a
men and I would do it as dquick as I wouldiread upon 2 spider

b
T
oo

were it not Jor the penaliy of the
the; rmzt Le obeyed, or ihey gsase
men in almost svery countiy, and in
hear of sone gatliine Lthsir 1izst d
2}l get whet they jusily desgserve,

ounce ball. Last Sunday was Ganer
Every division i this arpy fired

When I wrote lest I wrols at Neshi
it el el ol WA I e M B e e s L et
¥e now have four guns. The parol
a few days before w2 startad back
with us. Thew pre 211 well zng

o7 U e O W2 are goins to get two

1. As long as we have laws
to e laws. I hear oi such
diffarent states, and I

os2. I hope to God they may
and thoi nothing less than an
21l Wechinoton’s birthdeoy.
2 Sedute of thirty six puns.

ille. Vie were con= four
Ve ot a1 that we went afie
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battsry filled up. Thz pzy oaster is hers mow and is paying
oif ou: brigade today, bul fron seriectuse or other our battery
is not oing to g2t any pay this time. Unele Samnm owes me ten
monihs pay. Our mzn are pultting u» sone very strong fortificat-
ions around ihis plrcﬂ Thay ar> bomh proof and in my esti-
sption ther are bic 1ittle ininss. There 18 & vepori in cam
that Vicksburp hes bz:=n taken. I do not count on th= news baing
reliable, Hut I hope thet it =y Le s0. I have always becn

in hopes that our men woul: make that canal do the work at that
plzge. There was a Jorags train out froz our division today.
They came in loaded with corn and fodder. They ware out =ight
or ten miles and were not disturbed by the rebels this time.

They also broucht in several good horses and rmles. There are no
prospeects of our moveing for fiftsen or twenty days. I do not
think there is any LGTCﬂ this sicde oi Chaitanocogs. Thers has

~be=n an order issued in this division that ‘ive of =sach company

can have a furlough mt once. I am thinking befoie an; onz2 gets
started home the order will be countermanded. I do not think
thers is =2n:;° use of any one comins down after those bodies. It is
di ‘ficult to pro.uvre a pass Ifrom Mashville to th= front. When
we welre up to Nashbille I saw hundreds of northern en there iry-
ing to get passes. General lfitchel anc¢ Rosy ar~ pietiy striect’
with the eitizens. The weethsr 12 guite milc at presant. The
frogs are naking Lthe air ring with th=2ir musie. I think we
Will hear sfirring news irom the river forces soon as I think
they will makes a desperate effort open the Mississippi this
spring. We thought one year ago that it was possible to open
it last spring, but you see we dicd not cdo it. You cpoke about
sending papers to me. I would like on2 onece in a2 while. I
received Thomas? 1-tter yesterday.

From your son,
A. 5. Bloomfisld.
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svceh, Epd, 1363,

Riouzaled Brotlsr & Sistap:-

: CGartie T recgzivad your letter that
Fou wrets 9p the Z2=nd. 0. 1ast poalh, yeotorday a“¥.mu ~'ad to
rec2ived such late nasws fro- hane. Recezivaed one iro:ir Thomes
some time ago. Tis st do for an answer o both. I do not
think it has bd==n 50 c¢olc bh~re 05 it wes ot Coipn Wood last winter
Winters pass off here and we hardly know it. Today is one of

our winters here. It occasionly snows zad a
winc 1s bluwinp. One yesar ago day basfors yes
the Cumberland at Hashville, and by the fifts
peech trzes were in full bloor. T =2y ar=s more
spring. I cen s=e an imoroveasnt in your writ
hop=ss that hoth nf you have made good use of s
Thomas , I suppose {iiz conscription agt is passed and morTe troops
are to bs ralzeﬂ. I tripk tiey will be ises by draeft,and they
are mace batiween th2 ages of ei-hitaen and rarty'-:ve, SO0 you will
cone on t' o 1li=zt. Now I do not know t»at there iz any dis-
grace Lo ba in th> crafd, butl I do thing it iz = dizgroce for
ons to rus fro: thz dzafi. Mow, if it should b2 yur luek to gb
refted, ¢o notl g2t homesick .efore Jou start. Go chesriully
anc uh; swer you co do not oot dovm hearted. ilore die In the
hospitals thanon the battle field. After this boitle Rosy
issuﬂd an order thah every copany siiould vote five out af each
corpiany [or mounted infantry. I ¢o not think they will ever
have to lapve, It was civen 1o those who had made thamgelves
conspicuous in this Lattle, and fo:-their meritorous conduot.
Followin: recsived ths vote in our ¢dopany. Ilrtin and John
ilarquat, dbrothars; Vacequor B. Stanford; Alesxaider Roe;and
Cyrena Vhzststone. They all deserved it =specizlly ths two
latter. Th2t2 haz also been an order issuad 2llowing furlouchs.
Five per cenl 2ay be sbsent at once. Our brigade has desn nun-
berad !i’fersant. It iz now the {irst bri_ade, Johnson’s divis-
ion. Genzral Wood?’s division hos bzen out on a seout and

ittle 2nd o chilly

way we crossed

b of this ponth
i

capturad several hu drad rsah=ls, V2 were held in readiness to
reninfere s then if he ot into too Inrc= o nest of thene I

ca:miol say how léng we ars to stay here. It is reportzd tha
ation of Knoxvilles. Our =en

]
inse lost their Seost Gan bo2t "The Qusen of ties YWest® S5ut I
notiza fthot the rest 2rs wer, setirs, in (B> vorions Tivars 37 18
soci.>rn stintas T famucht oF ap F anmgataad be F oo 750 by 2
mowe Lo Fange Lo cenas, oyl B oegntipen tg LR Rl ek
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CAI T AT ;URFIF-SBORO, TE:ESSEE.

Erah, 1044 .1363,

Recosot=g Sigtep; -
I roceeivad vour Istlier wrilten sons “wa or the
WERLE PED. “ine2 I wrote hoe we hawe ba2n soldi=srinc for cer-
tain. Lest wezk our braizade end Leltery were oul ‘orasing.
i

Vie wearse Oht aichteen miles and Zot our wa~ons loadad, and got
staried on our way back 1o eamp 2 f=w minrutes before uunduwn.

We rot the Inraje ingide the rebzl picksis. Thex We did not
molaest tham nor the:r us. Hot a shot was fired on =2ither sid

We halted on our rebturn, mede coffse and resiad a whils and thsn
want .on our way fscling 1ik9 new men. We arrived at camp betwesn
onz and two o’cloeck in the morning. That aftermoon we recsived
oréars to draw two days rations and have tham in our haversacks

t2 b2 ready to rmerch at six the next mnoming. The next o
sarning our 1ittle bri-asds stabted. We »ad 1255 tan two
thousand =ziem, .attery amd all. It should co wtain over five
thousand. Ve had one company o cavalry. ¥e took a road
runnins nsarl: - south and about twe nilss to the richt of the
_urfreesboro and Shelbyville pike. Th2 Toad we were on was
a dirt road very badly cut up. We had fon=2 nearly ten milas

]

whan our advance camz2 into contact with some rebvel cavaly
an¢ skirmicshing co - menced. We drove them about four niles.
and about onz milz passed a small villages hy the nam= of iiiddle-
tovmn. At this placsz t 2ir force was encampsd. It consisted
of five hundresd cavalry. They foucht hard. They wers the
most stubborn lot of ~en that we had ever met with. Our loss
was two wound=ad ~nd nonz killed. Th= rebels l=ft =2l=zven dead
thes Iield, and about ifteen wouhded. No doubt others made

their escape. The 32nd. and 39 Indiana mede several charces
on than. Qur battery Jired ten shois. Mot a rmen was hurt
in the battery. At ths sase {ine thers wvas a force ont the pike
that routed them ad drove them from o very stronc position on

a hill. We f=211 back aboul four miles and encrqpﬂd in a cedar
thicket for the night. It rained nearly a2ll day anc the nen with
horses were rauch faticued. It rained nearly zll nicht. We wrare
awakensd at three o’clock, or before, and we started gk in the
rain, mud and water. Anong the rest of the d%ydvhntaze% it was

unco:rxronly dark. But occasionly things were 1lit up by a
Steak of lichining whieh nmade it only so -mch drearier after.
I think ths mud and water would averr:: a.oit o foot deap.

I Belisys witk 11 this micery pnd sullsrine that on sagh
+

ozcrsions there ars mwee jokos ermek=d than on Ay olhers.
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L Such thinre are ailspted to peie 02 think of th2 days hs was

betier off and of plaasanl parlor fires . 2ie-

As a meitsr of course it cuit raining, 235 s
o testerisy w2 sol orders to oerch. W2
and eds 2l praparalion:s Dzossiary snd thin th
counter widad, ~nd hers we ars yet. It has been raining for
twelve hours and no nrosuzets of its quitting. Ther~ have
besn two division oul reconoiizring for five days. Day before
yesterday w2 heard ovar iwo huncdred shots o artillary. The reb-
2ls had appzared in the viecinity of Franklin with quiies a force.
Six divisions have left this place for thers, and I shauld not
wonder if there would be some warm receptions in this vicinity.
John rox, was herz all night ihe night we were out. I did not
s22 hin. He had just returned from the hospital. He was
wounded in thras different places in this ficht.

Gertrude said in her last letter that Father had received
on2 from Uncle William Bloonfi2i d =nd thal hz2 wanted to he=ar
{ron me. I havz written hin two leters and have not receivad
i onz in Peturn. Ifaybz I have nol dirsctzd them right. DPlease
F??ﬂ send me his address.

!
ruck t=nts

i' Yle are bzinc msterad today for our »ay. We my o=t it
3, tomorpow if we do not march. iladizon hs gonz {rom 1y tznt
%’2‘: szemingly a little oul of humor becaus=z he did not g=t a lettzr
At ITTOn SONE OfS- - —va— I wonder who it is that writes to him.

fg It continues to rain and much more had fallen this spring

‘i than 1ast. I h=ar that Wilson B ition is in ths service. If
g so whnt regiment, division and brigade, is he in. No more on

this oezasion but promise you another soon.
From vour affectionate brother.

A. 5. Bloomfield.

T
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Respeciec Sislers:-

-J
[{]

I receivad yvour w2leone letter which wos moad
on th2 12th. of thisz ponth. You s2232 L thiax thal 1r you was
dovm here you woulc havdsomethin, to write about. JEusss the
history o our procesdings Jor the iast three days will be as
interestirs as any thing I can think o 2t present. On the 13ib.
which was my birthday, this division and Shzaridans’ moved cammp.

Our divicion lies west of town, our bdattery being nearest the
tovn, OQur tants are within ten paces of the railroad, on which
five trains run each way esvary day. it sesms a liltle like
¢ivilizzotion to h=ar the cars whistles so freou=antly. The

reason o our noving bach is hot satisfactorily settiled in oy
mind. All thes fovess sf this noluf haye besn drawm in near

the Jortificatlions which are very nunersus ané of such strength
that I think Ffifty thousnd can holc the place against one hundred
thousand. Thege is & pieval=nt belief iIn this carp that tha
rebels ay geiiing reinsgrosd, The papers also intimaie that

ar
b
]
o

they will evacuale Vicksburg and :om2 hayve. The 19th.was spent
in our cemp for a few weeks stay. We also cl-zned up 2ur harness
guns, and ete. for inspscliion. Today the 20ik. has bean a day
that will not be for—oiten by the thousands o:f this army. It
had threatened rain all day but it now eicht o’cloclk and we have

only had enouch to lay the dust so it rather assisted us in per-
forménces of tle day, than hinderins us. Our division was re-
viewed by Gzneral Rosscrans and it was by far ths finest review
I ever witnecsed, though the regiments are very small, and the
three batteri=s are on ;" four gun batteries. Aone tihe prom-
inent officers present were Gen. Rosscrans, Gon. ifcCook, Gen.
Garfi~ld, Gen. Johnsén. Coh. Gibson is the acting Br‘wadier
Gen. from the 1st. Brigzde. Every thl“ﬁ‘?ﬁnt off vary satis-
fectorily to iz a2nd I think to a2ll of th~ rest. Gen. Rosy is

a very good natured looking man. He iz zix feet in height,
romen nose, black hair, lizhi complexioned, beard all over his
foce, iz rathsr o portly rmen. Looks as thouch he was about
forty-five years of ace. Dresses very lain and waars ths ra2ou-
lation hat. Hz snok2 sbout Eiil Bates and Addis Britton being
at home. I an in hopes thet the conscription will coteh them

before thay o=t out of th- state. I hoard of & row in 20T .
It wag ihwt 5900 duteh resisted sfien thez US. oficer caone to
Sot Sors desepteps, Thayas ic 2 gless o =90 i Stark courty
who oucht o stratoh heo.. Abgut ans 3 2sab lrrp pocht in

3
Eanton woul e 2o caec viddares 1o bR ZOGRLY .
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I gocol segethel I 1ike 2 Gadiismys Xirs yuvy raeh but I
s

1
vl

a ashgoaed of ihe waysen act who are heoe enjoyins all the con-
Torts of lif=, What =ffsetsé o ih= most of sy rthing I haye

read was the letter to Cyrus ifaxu=s11. He us=2é to talk very
petriobtic =g 7ell a5 giher when i1 was rfashion {0 Taise men for
the amy by voluntisering. Hz2 sed to say that L2 had a notion
0 g0 and went so far as to ask advice of othars. AsS soon as
thers wzs a tz2lk of a draft he bezan 1o cool dovn. What does
he say now after the consceript =ct has passed: He says hs
thought h2 would be a it subjeet, but he had made up his mind
that he ould not o without they come and toox hin by force.
I an sorry that men can g=ot out by th2 payment of two hundred
dollars. I hops to God that some of such men do get brought
out and had to e=rch ths roaé over about thres tim=s bstween
Douisville znd Alabose. There has a train just c¢coxe in with
four naw suns Tor our battery. Wie are to tuirn over two that
we have golt. So we will have 2 six —un battery again; four twele
pounidars and two six poundsr Janes cung. Thsy ar~ siving fur-
loughs. About two hunidred of our bricade Five
would have cane Do the batiory ut 1=y norp e
ci:st. I thought that
: t

o

L3
J
H

out corresct. The marriad cen et to o Jiist
Lliss Louisa B. stepsd out qguite sl thoush I ney not know all
that is going on 2! horz. No more at presant.
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April, 11th, 13635.
Regnzot e Sisteri-

I reczivad your lons laoksdé for letter. I
ofier wondsrad why yYou did Tof writs 2o 12 o, 20w I oBanpS
you wonder wiy I do ant write to you. I was suyplissd L0 Ees
how you had learnad Lo write. You sa;y that anything would be
news to zny onse Joulu be news to y¥ou. We .are having nretiy
cood times now. We are drawing soft bread and today we got
a mess of potatoes and hall a pickle a piece. These are some of

the soldiers?
Anples wban they are

isays Lthis ploee eoid

our tents, but we have gotten what we call dog te uts. The
coveinmant ealls tlienm shelier t2::is. Each men has to carry his
OV We can button iwo together and tl:ien they re about the -~
size of a larcs table eloth and not any thicker. {
You spoke ziout the sugar cak=ss you sent me. They wers VEI*:,rI:
good. I wish I could have bezn it home this spring to help make]
SUPST . Yesterday one of the tyzins that 121 hsre wes eaptured
betweesn here and LaVerne. There was one hundred and Jifty thous-
and dollars captured. It belonged to one of the bricades in ihs
division. It is arternoon and there has no train arrived yet.
I ana almont afraid to send monesy in this letter. There is almost
always 2o calm afier a storn and they will not be apt to meide

another dash on this
we cet in ths popers

think w2 can s=2 thz 2nd of this war. The health in feneral
is vepry Zooc in this deparizsnt. Lewis says you havz growmn
so much that I would hardily know you. Write again. Yo mwore
al pres=ni.
Frona your urolher,
A. S. BloonTield,
g TR ¢ 5.-."“' .__ ,_"._' -.~.;_ - e ) '. F “,

nick-nacks.
we hav2 to pay {our dollars a gallon for the poorest kind.
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Out suttler has anple butier but

10 be had are ten :=nts a piece. When we
start out on another march we had to leave

road azain. for What liitle news
of late is very cood. I an beginning to




£ R e,

CA'P DPAKE, !URFEEESBOR0O, TENLIGORL.

Aprat . 18%h, 1365

I recaeivzd your welen o latiar datai the
1stie 98 thts nth: On= wazk aso today I wrote 2 latisr and
ot fwenty daklars 38 il A coi- fo put zix sors in this ons.

Four of us sent a boxr to Willianm Walker with our ovar ceats in.
e sent it by express. S0me of you can gat aine whizn you hear

that they havz arrived., You nasd not lock for tiz2a before the
fix st of Junec. Vegatation is about twelve drys later this
Sezson itnan lazt, The asple tress are in full bloom. 'This
pert of ihe army is ancoonly cuist at prasant. Our fortifi-
gations are prograssing finely. We ars daily expsoting Lo

hzar of the capturs of Cherlsstion. EIf reports ars trus half of
ihe r=bsls ars in vary destitute condition. This army was naver
in 2 battsr cond tion. Pl=anty of rations here and at Nashville
to lnzt six aonlhs. I am afraid the ilssissi pi will aot be

i
: Liis vekyr. I 1S 38 E=asr saiter tn t th= rscszls out
of th= nort. They gan JTighit &5 well az any 2on. Th2 no:ih
i they cre slow down at Vieksburg and Port Hudson. So it
o butelet Sane one 5o and sxaoane the strone, Jozt ond
s22 s of the disadvantaogess ey e Yeye 1o lauor
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CAl™ DRAKE, MURFORSEOROUGH, TENN.
Monday, April, 27th,1863.

I reaceived your letter that you wrote on the 19tih.
about two hours ago. I am well at present. There are no prospes
of moving yet. Our Jmunted infantry went out to Meiianville
day before ¥esteriay and surprised a sm2ll rebel force, capturing
them. One hundred a:d thrity-five of them were sent north today.
Th~y were objeeis of pity every ons of tham. I think the
yanks are getiing the urper hand of the rebs in every state and
all thsz way along thz line. It is raining very hard at the
present time accompanied with heavy thunder and vivid 1ightning.
The trees arz all l=aoved out. Grass is an article unknovm to
ons that doss not g2t outside of the pickst. As for sardens
I have noticed but ons, which we call old Rosy’s garden. It

conigins fifty cerss or ore. He has contrabands cultivating
it and the vegatables arz to go to the hospitals. It seems

10 me that there have been an unusual numbe: of deaths since I
came awny from home. Cena, I oo ver;y much nlesased with your
letter, bul thsere is slways a chiencs to improve. Next tins you

2 i
write do not put in th2 word "well® so often. I makess hundreds
of mistakes but you 2re younger an’ now is you! time to improve.
We a2 living very well Have pickles nearly every day. They

are civen to the soldiers to prevent scurvey. We have tea

about once a week, als otatoes. Our orderly sargeant, Hrlin F.

1so0 po
Shaw, of Franklin, Portage county, and Major Cotter, hmve gone
bomes to recruit for ths ba ttﬂrias in this corps. I suppose that
the peoples think at homs they have to pay hirher prices for thing
and of course lay it to the Jar, but the ones that grumble at
prices at home ought to live in Nashville. These two shzets
pertaining to things zround this place HE&fbe more intere:sting
to Father and Thomas than you so you will excuse me for hot writ-
ing more for the time. Give my respects to all enquiring
friends.
From your brother,
A. S. Bloomfield.
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ach way.
in ths
~htend

The space inside of ths forts is over one mile
I have no 1 respressnted ons hnlf of the

breastowrks. Th-e ars aver =
out . The ditch will averaze
works are in most place ten ©
twenty feet on tie botton. Every shovzal full of dirt 1is well
hanrered dovm with wooden malls. The indide of the breast works
where the infantry stiands to fire is built up square with

$0lls of cedar brush andé canes which are iz rolls about ten fzot
long and seven inches thick. They are bound together with
telegraph wires. They look very nice and it k=eps the eartih
from washing, an d if balls were to go through the slivers will
not fly so bad as though they wers tirber or plank. Thoss littile
wings that I have marks on the inside of No.l2 and 21 forss,

ars square pisees of dirt from eight to rfifteen feet in
height. and ten feat thick. They have those rolls of cedar
brush all around thare. They are abut four feet higher than
the breast works that they shoot over. They are tuilt to ecatch
the balls from the enery’s guns. ¥o you se=2 it will be imossib?
for them to et a cross fire on the forts that will take effect
until they knock dovm these pizrs. Those things inside of the
fort are this shape, "< and are bum proof stockades .

The outside line is heavy oak timber hawn od thrz2 sides. They
are about ten feet hich. The tirber is twenty four by thirty
inches. They are set up end ways and firmly secured by heavy
timber. The top iz firsti covered over with four inch plank

and then 'about three feet of dirt. In the sides are port holes
for infantry to fire through. It would be almosl imossible to
dislodge infantry fromn then. They are but little higher than
breatworks. The size of thsm are on an average, forty feet

each way. The tirber is all cut Tor two :1les =ach way.

The lay of the ground is but very little more rolling than it

is for two milas around home. There is acout one-tenth of the
surface that nothing grows on being lime stone rock. There is

a space here o0 six mil2s square that thers is no mors than rails
enouch to fence it. Theres are a few pens of an acre or SO

each that w2 ksep caitls and mules in. The govermaent is run-
ning one of the steam mills here and are usin the rails for
fuel. The rails are zll cedor and would be worth Zifty cents
apiece in Cleveland. 01d Rosy has about fifty acres plowed nzar
the convalescant canp Jor gar-sn. H=z is going to :ut th2 con-
trabands to work on it to raise vegatables for the hospital. He
belirsyes in k=22pinc a2ll hends at work on sornething. Thepra are
ti0 pretty stronz stochkadss on Steawckls Crz2ek. One at the pike

;i
T ¥ e eTh : A okl
bridge nd one ot the railroaed brid; -.
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Thay are seven milss from imrforsborough. At Laverpns thare
iz a strong fort but srmll. It would enable onz brigads to hold
twenty thousandé for a dey ol bay. Tlere ars similar isris &1
evary bridocs on the rosd. Onosvery tosin iliszs is ons gar faa
the guarcs. The:; ars planked up on the sides and 2nds with
threse inch o2k plonks with port hol=s to shoot through.

I sz on= todey that looksed liks a2 larb monitar. It had a woodm

turrat. that i85 o 13 1le Hizher e the pep. I WS larEs
enough for one pisce of artillory. Today thers was another

gsaw riille ca:g down on the ears 2il ready to put up. It will

be sunning in a few days. The .nz2 that is up runs day and aight.
The man that has the enginesring to do at this plsee says ths wok
has only fairly begun. I think thehelp at this place would be
cood if thers were not so many dead horses and rules around.

There are also aral slauchter yards

There are fi;a thousand insids thﬂ picket lines. Would
not be surprissd 1. thers ways twice that many. Plesase take
care of th=s» two sheets. This is a repellious document but
I tiust thet it will get in no hands but ~hose that are laboring
for the same cause that I an.

Ko By Bloomiicld.
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l---- Nashville and lurfors.orouch piks.

2--- The N. and C. R.R.

3---- 5alsm piks.

4--- Tikes runninc sast.

8--- Lebanon piks.

6--- Towm of Murforsborough.formerly contained 8,000 inhav-
itants. Bauildings priheipally brick. Two steam flour-
ing mills. One ssminary, one brewary,and a court house.

7--- BStone river. The stream twenty yards.

8--- A smll stream that flows from a largs spring.

9- -(

10- ( The rail road building, Lut poor shells.

11- Fort nearest tovm,which has two hsavy sizht inch
howitzers,snd places for any quantity of lisht artilley

12- - Heavy cuns. :

13-- Fort on the hichest ground,mount 4-32 1b. rifle pieces.

l4-- A magazine in a rocky pulley.

15--- New station for govarnment stores. 30 X 500 ft. with

a switch for cars.

16--- An unfinished fort. ;

17--- Fort on the same ground where the rebsls had a small
one. MNo yet finished.

183--- Similar works n=arly finishad.

19--- Steam saw mill. @ircular saw put up by the Pionmer Brig

20--- New building to put susplies in. 40 X 200 f1. At
this point thars is a gide track on both sides of the
road, and about ons acrs of platform made out of
cedar poles.

21 & 22---Fortificeations nenyly finished.

23-- A six mile pike which fords the river.

24--- A shape of our battle linz on the morning of the 3lst.

of December, 1862. The richt was driven clear across the pike

and changed our linss to nearly parallel ¥ith the pike.
The heaviest of thz fight was alons the 1l=ft on the
bank of the river.

25-- Tan Yard. The rebels left ons and 2 half millien
dollars worth of leather hardly dressed.

26--- General McCook’s head quarters.

27--- A very poor rebel fortification. lostly leveled.

28--- The camp of Battery A, lst. Regiment, 0.V.L.A.

29- - A smll fortification.

50--- Convalescont camp of saveral thoussnd.
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Regpeotsd Eigtear:-

I rocedved the 1-tisy that wou wrole on tha
a0th. of last manth. I cannot s=2 how it takes mail longer
for mnil to reac’ you fron hers than it doss for =2il to Teach
this point. I will try to answer jour questions =25 well as
eircumstances will allow me to. As for ths high prices for
cotton goods south of our lines you know as —mch about it as T.
At Nashville calico is only 1ifty cents per yard. A pood pair
of boots, ten dollars. As for hoops th2 wealthy wear them.
The poor are as a general thing very poor a2nd do with out.

The ﬁegroe population fare better than the voor whites because
they ar2 n2ariy all in the ermloy of the government ' ‘The. ! ' -
wealthy portion of ths posple havs as a general thing gone north
to thz Union and south if 0of southern prineciples. John Fox was
~telling me about his Fathers sparking up Eliza R. He did not seen
to be very rueh set up about it. Our battery and brigade just
cane in from bicket duty yesterday. We weee out five miles
west for five days. There was also a batallion of the 4th.
Ohi eavalry with us. During the five days on post ten rebel
deserters cams inside of our lines besides quiie & number of
refupees. One day two small companies of the cavalry went out
over ten mik s to where they knew the rs=bels had the ea alry
out post station, and tried to capture them. There were thirty
on the post. As soon as our men got into sight they 1it out.
Their horses horses were fresh and ours somzwhat jaded. After
a tramp of ten or twelve miles which enablad most of thenm to
€scape, our party captured three and came into oanm without
a scratch. They were pitirul looking cbjacts1 They having
scarcely a piece of carment on thena that od any wool in it.

Sonez were baréfooted other hatless. I 38w one with a shirt
on made out of a pisce of carpet. He said ke

> Teft a parie of
bootis in camp that he paid fifty dollars for.
a

Tz covernment
san2 quality. Anosther
r which he said he

Ao e e
a

rg2c us four dollars for boots of the
had a very poor cuality of rubber coat £
npald eichteen dollars. We can el batte

Th2ir rations are cornmeal znd sow bel y

1 We ars getting
what I call good rations now, thoush some w
o

Lemmeble.  Al]

-
but thoze who mek= themselves -diserable in zood chaer. Troops

ar
Seem to b2 active evervwhers but in this dznartzent. We ars
not altogather inaotive. Fe hiad our bin Shnreses Issl ow Voo
The naers tell nothine~ ¢27inite oz whint Gonnpal Wagker hono
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CA: ™ DRAKE, [URFREESBOROUGH, TRiMN.

May , 111k ,136G35.

Resncctad Sister:- i

I rece.vad yo.r welconar letter of ih=z Gth.
z2bout thres hours a50. Thz exciting news thrat ou reczived has
reachsd this parl of $as Werld. I think we get news Ifrom the
Louisville a.out one day lat =r than you can pet it from Clevelad
or New idrk. This morning?s Nashville Union came out with a ]
dispatch in it stating that our flag floated ovar ths rsbel

capitol, that Hooper had crossed the Raphohanatk and was close on
the rebels heels. Hooker had eicht days rations with hin.
Stone2en’s raid was one of th2 most sueesssiul dashes thai our
cavalry has ever made.and from all accounts they did as weil,
if not better, than onsz could havz expected. Yesterday at
eleven o’clock a telagraph dismatch cane 1o Gen. Rosescrons
stating that our [lag floated over the rsbel’s capitol. It was
sent around to evary division. I supposs you think it would
raise quite an excitsmeni in this army, and so it would a year
aco. Therz was but 1litile cheering, but ons could 1look in any
direction and s=22 groups of sosldiers conversing on the probabiity
of its being true. Hardly a men beliave it. I think it will
revive thes spirits of the eastern arzy to gain a dzeided viectory.
Wont the copperheads draw in their horns a little now? Ong thing
that proves to me that our men are getting ths Setter of them
is the fall of gold. The news continues good Irom Mississinpi
and Louisiana. Glad to hzar that you are having a good spring
for doing spring work. Invest that money in whatever you think
best. I s2nd $10.00 mors in this letter. We have signed the
payrolls azain but cannot say how soon we will =t thzs grean

-backs. I do not spend all of -t money, if I do not se:d it

home. I have over a hundred dollars in oy pocket. Did you sver
get that monzy thet W. Hateher owsd you. Charley pgot a2 letter
fro= you today. I thin ¢ 2 be sone prospacts of the
rebesls whipping us w¥han they commence and partly firish ons of
the greatast failroads in thz country, but is richt to the
contrary. Whet fow roads they have are i noor condition and
a2lways werz. They have poor rolling stock on the road(the old
stock from northern woads), and worst of all to them, they are
about worn out and camnot import or make 2ny mors. One of the
engines used on thiz road is the old Capital Slater off the
C. & P. R.R One of the first engines I sver saw.

Dr. Jos2ph VWioods is in eharce of No.5 Hospital of this ploce.
Edward Sovece is hired bHy the goverment and is in the sz

Wotk still goes o livelr around the forts. There is o larce

STy o TG e, R oot i s 1. IR : P, A
SERIND,y O TRkiier Dotz 1 the Ceck: NeGr ore wiieh
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are hlasting gul for the =g 131nvu, A few days ago eleven dead
rebels rose to the top and me o the men raiher tuined up their
noses at the thought of drip:l ; bulternut tea.

Thzrs arz several think that iE.ies 2 think thef ihis erny
will not & nes foir a long tipe. One is thei Burnsices wila
taks possession of =2astein Tennessae ang gal in supporting dis-
tance with his ary and then w2 can wo-k in unison with =ach
other. Another think is very probablz in oy mind that = very
smRll force mounted men, say thirty or forty thousand ean

of
-&nd tear up railroads and burn dridoes in their rear
y wil fall

: Err L & Tes
until they will have to fall back on the south side of the
Tennessee river to Chattancoga. I know one tring our division
eams wer? ordered to load up eight days rations today. This
looks a2 little suspicious. Old Rosy is one of those penerals
g Wwho keeps his plrns to himself. David Cavinder has come from
: hone. I remnin your affesctionate son

A. 8. Blapofisild.
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Basp-clted Sister:-

I receivad your w=2lzsonae latisr vou wrots on
the Oth. statins thot you had =snt o2 & bYor. You s=2=2 1o tidnk
th= box might got hers at thz sans time as the letter, but I
do not look for ii befors thz 20th. of this month. What put
you in the notibn of sending & box? I shall fszel very thankful
fot it if I ever get ihe box. I received Father’s letter and
answersd it on the 11th. and put $20.00 in noney in it. I also
received a lettier from Uncle William Bloomfield yesterday. 1
think from what he says about southern Illinois that there is
not a strong Union fe=ling there. He seems to be a littile
discoursged about affirs in general. This arcy has besn very
anvious =ver sinecs they l=2ft th=ir homes that thz rebels might
be driven out of their capitol. We hear a great dsal about the
splendic¢ arnmy of the Potopac, and about twice every year they
get ready and start for the rebel stronghold, but they have
always falled to occupy the place. This tim= they fall back
anc say they were whipping the: all the time, and had not more
than one third of their force encaged. I believe that Ganeral
Rosecrans will l=ad the arny yet and will take Richmond. I
wonider why they do nol fight likdthe weasizsrn arry? Go in for all
that is out every time. They have plenty of men and get a very
good proportion of then killed. It always seemad to me that
they foucht by nots. Things ars progressing admirably hersz.
FEvery day adds strenpgth to this placs. Thers has been several
new forts commenced lately. I do not think Rosy would fear the
whole rebel arry. I cannot say as thers are any signs of
moving at present. W= have battery drill n=arly every day.

It is quite cool and pleasant today on account of a very hzavy
shower of rain last nicht. Th~ health of the old soldiers is
uncormonly good a2t this time. Some of th= new recruits and
drafted men are sick. They all thought they would die or get
killed when they left hons and it s=22ms to m=2 they iry and make
it come out true. I sunpose the conseription act will be put
into force in Ohio soon. I put $15.00 in this that you may
hand to Father. I must go. Water call has been blovm. We
have the following calls: Rewville at =arly dawn; ten minutes
later assembly for roll enll; Brd, feed oall; 4th. breakfast cal}l
oth. sick call; @th. water call; 7th. stable ecall; Bth.guard

mourniting; 94h. pnoon roll osil; 104h Food eslly 1140 walar asll;
13th stable duty; 14th supper enll; 15th six e’cloek roll eall]
16th fzed eall: 17tk rall call at 8:30: 18th Laps. I have leit

Out
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out one, that iz dimmsr call. There ars this ey every day
an’ whan w2 have hay to f2ed thers ars two more. For violsting
any of these mul=s. Lhset i= beins absent, we lave ihe pleasure

of standing six hours guard at night. sscond offence, double
dose of puordé duty. You rmay think this is pretty strick, so it
is. But it is very zasy to live up to the rules if one iries,
and ‘such ones can always get leave of adgences for six or
eight hours. Ho more to night .
From your brother.
A. 5. Bloomii=ld.
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CAl® DRAKE, MURFR#RESEORO, TEL.

May, 28th, 1B63.
Reapscted Sister:-
P I reczived your lztter dated on the 14th.
oi the present month over a wsek aro. but dﬂlr.};e{! answering
because I had expacted another in a f=w days. It seems thatl
Hooker is g2tiing vack to Washington as f?St as he can. There
is a rumor in camp that Grant has taken Vicksburg with twenty
seven thousaxi prisoners and 2 la;'f_e amount of artillery. It
was not confirmad in today’s papers, but without doubt there
has be=n heavy fighting there for the last few days and which
will result in a victory or defesat. Thes soldiers ars very
aniicus to hear the news of the differenit departments, but there
is one partieulzr change in them here. When they first came out
thay would bz cheered at the rport of the first little viectory
rumored in carp which half of the time turm=d out false. This
is al playad out. We belizve the reports whan they ars o?fic-
ially reported. I think thsy had better saved the powder tha
thay burnecd in Ohio for firing salutes, for a rebel victory.
I think the retels lost the pmost men but thenm you know they do
not value mens lives as rmch ~s we do. I had herrd the news
that R. Osborne was married. We have not received that box yet.
It is very dusty. There has been no rain for seveial weeks.
I Be.iove that it is over two weeks sinces I wrote home last.
I never put it oif longer but once before. It is just one
year ago today since we had out {ight before Corinth. I saw
John Fox last Sundsg: He was well and has gotten to Le a
Corporal. I se” our governnent is going to organize two
hundred thouzand negwo troops within the next sixty days. I
think th~ may save a fow vhite men’s lives. There is to one
gorps in this depertoenk. General Wilich got bach day before
yezterday.. No more al present.

Fro: your alffsctiionatie brother,
A. S. Bloomiield.
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CAIJ* DRAXE, IUMFE:KSEORO, TE:R.
| 2
3' June, 1st, 18635.

I raceivad your waleone lesiter ithat vwas
posted on th= 261 . Th=2 parolad boys have not rslurn=d yet.
ve daily expeet to hear ol ths2 surrerdsr of Vicksburg. This

aroy may s=2 some active service soon. Day before yesterday
there were sight thousand evavalry and mounted infantry with
two ssclions of artil¥ery l=ft this place. We surpose the
are coing to makz 2 raid inte Dixie. Sone think they are
going to try and destroy the bridge acrocs the Tennessee river
at Bride=sport. . There ars fair prospecis of our moving bhut
ca;mnot say in what direction. We may attack the forces at
Tallahoma but I ecannot think so. This arry is not so large as
MANY Supnose. I have not recesived that box yet. Did you
send it by express or by freicht. If by the latter I do not

- sShwoth ftale and never tells any thing on the wrong sice. I
shall have some thirs more to tell you sonms day about Major, C.
S. Cotter of G=ner=zl licCook’s staif, bui he laboring for a good
cause and may God spzed him. Our batiery is in the best con-
dition now that it ever was. We had several nice showers and
things begin to look greesn acain. I have not seen a field
this year that was being farmed to any kind of a crop, not even
an enclosed pasture field. I shall wait and see what tomorrow
morming brincs forth.

Tussday morning, June, 2nd.
All quiet and not so mmuch prospeets of moving as I expescted.
Well I must brioe

thiz tn 2 Alnea se hyvaalkfactd o waocedr T4




