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TITLE 50--WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES 

 
CHAPTER I 

U.S. FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
 

PART 20 - MIGRATORY BIRD HUNTING 
 

Subpart C - Taking 
 
    Sec. 20.21  What hunting methods are illegal? 
 
    Migratory birds on which open seasons are prescribed in this part  
may be taken by any method except those prohibited in this section. No  
persons shall take migratory game birds: 
    (a) With a trap, snare, net, rifle, pistol, swivel gun, shotgun  
larger than 10 gauge, punt gun, battery gun, machinegun, fish hook,  
poison, drug, explosive, or stupefying substance; 
    (b) With a shotgun of any description capable of holding more than  
three shells, unless it is plugged with a one-piece filler, incapable 
of removal without disassembling the gun, so its total capacity does 
not exceed three shells. This restriction does not apply during a 
light-goose-only season (lesser snow and Ross' geese) when all other 
waterfowl and crane hunting seasons, excluding falconry, are closed 
while hunting light geese in Central and Mississippi Flyway portions of 
Alabama, Arkansas, Colorado, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Kentucky,  
Louisiana, Michigan, Minnesota, Mississippi, Missouri, Montana,  
Nebraska, New Mexico, North Dakota, Ohio, Oklahoma, South Dakota,  
Tennessee, Texas, Wisconsin, and Wyoming. 
    (c) From or by means, aid, or use of a sinkbox or any other type of  
low floating device, having a depression affording the hunter a means 
of concealment beneath the surface of the water; 
    (d) From or by means, aid, or use of any motor vehicle, motor-
driven land conveyance, or aircraft of any kind, except that 
paraplegics and persons missing one or both legs may take from any 
stationary motor vehicle or stationary motor-driven land conveyance; 
    (e) From or by means of any motorboat or other craft having a motor  
attached, or any sailboat, unless the motor has been completely shut 
off and/or the sails furled, and its progress therefrom has ceased:  
Provided, That a craft under power may be used to retrieve dead or  



crippled birds; however, crippled birds may not be shot from such craft  
under power except in the seaduck area as permitted in subpart K of 
this part; 
    (f) By the use or aid of live birds as decoys; although not limited  
to, it shall be a violation of this paragraph for any person to take  
migratory waterfowl on an area where tame or captive live ducks or 
geese are present unless such birds are and have been for a period of 
10 consecutive days prior to such taking, confined within an enclosure  
which substantially reduces the audibility of their calls and totally  
conceals such birds from the sight of wild migratory waterfowl; 
    (g) By the use or aid of recorded or electrically amplified bird  
calls or sounds, or recorded or electrically amplified imitations of  
bird calls or sounds. This restriction does not apply during a light- 
goose-only season (lesser snow and Ross' geese) when all other 
waterfowl and crane hunting seasons, excluding falconry, are closed 
while hunting light geese in Central and Mississippi Flyway portions of 
Alabama, Arkansas, Colorado, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Kentucky,  
Louisiana, Michigan, Minnesota, Mississippi, Missouri, Montana,  
Nebraska, New Mexico, North Dakota, Ohio, Oklahoma, South Dakota,  
Tennessee, Texas, Wisconsin, and Wyoming. 
    (h) By means or aid of any motordriven land, water, or air  
conveyance, or any sailboat used for the purpose of or resulting in the  
concentrating, driving, rallying, or stirring up of any migratory bird; 
    (i) By the aid of baiting, or on or over any baited area, where a  
person knows or reasonably should know that the area is or has been  
baited. However, nothing in this paragraph prohibits: 
    (1) the taking of any migratory game bird, including waterfowl,  
coots, and cranes, on or over the following lands or areas that are not  
otherwise baited areas-- 
    (i) Standing crops or flooded standing crops (including aquatics);  
standing, flooded, or manipulated natural vegetation; flooded harvested 
croplands; or lands or areas where seeds or grains have been scattered 
solely as the result of a normal agricultural planting, harvesting, 
post-harvest manipulation or normal soil stabilization practice; 
    (ii) From a blind or other place of concealment camouflaged with  
natural vegetation; 
    (iii) From a blind or other place of concealment camouflaged with  
vegetation from agricultural crops, as long as such camouflaging does  
not result in the exposing, depositing, distributing or scattering of  
grain or other feed; or 
    (iv) Standing or flooded standing agricultural crops where grain is  
inadvertently scattered solely as a result of a hunter entering or  
exiting a hunting area, placing decoys, or retrieving downed birds. 
    (2) The taking of any migratory game bird, except waterfowl, coots  
and cranes, on or over lands or areas that are not otherwise baited  
areas, and where grain or other feed has been distributed or scattered  
solely as the result of manipulation of an agricultural crop or other  
feed on the land where grown, or solely as the result of a normal  
agricultural operation. 
    (j)(1) While possessing loose shot for muzzle loading or shotshells  
containing other than the following approved shot types. 
 
Sec. 20.22  Closed seasons. 
 
    No person may take migratory game birds during the closed season  
established in this part except as provided in parts 21 and 92 of this  
chapter. 



 
[68 FR 43027, July 21, 2003] 
 
 
Sec. 20.23 Shooting hours. 
 
    No person shall take migratory game birds except during the hours  
open to shooting as prescribed in subpart K of this part. 
 
[38 FR 22021, Aug. 15, 1973, as amended at 38 FR 22626, Aug. 23, 1973] 
 
Sec. 20.24  Daily limit. 
 
    No person shall take in any 1 calendar day, more than the daily bag  
limit or aggregate daily bag limit, whichever applies. 
 
[38 FR 22021, Aug. 15, 1973, as amended at 38 FR 22626, Aug. 23, 1973] 
 
Sec. 20.25  Wanton waste of migratory game birds. 
 
    No person shall kill or cripple any migratory game bird pursuant to  
this part without making a reasonable effort to retrieve the bird, and  
retain it in his actual custody, at the place where taken or between  
that place and either (a) his automobile or principal means of land  
transportation; or (b) his personal abode or temporary or transient  
place of lodging; or (c) a migratory bird preservation facility; or (d)  
a post office; or (e) a common carrier facility. 
 
[41 FR 31536, July 29, 1976] 
 
Sec. 20.26  Emergency closures. 
 
    (a) The Director may close or temporarily suspend any season  
established under subpart K of this part: 
    (1) Upon a finding that a continuation of such a season would  
constitute an imminent threat to the safety of any endangered or  
threatened species or other migratory bird populations. 
    (2) Upon issuance of local public notice by such means as  
publication in local newspapers of general circulation, posting of the  
areas affected, notifying the State wildlife conservation agency, and  
announcement on local radio and television. 
    (b) Any such closure or temporary suspension shall be announced by  
publication of a notice to that effect in the Federal Register  
simultaneous with the local public notice referred to in paragraph  
(a)(2) of this section. However, in the event that it is impractical to  
publish a Federal Register notice simultaneously, due to the 
restriction in time available and the nature of the particular 
emergency situation, such notice shall follow the steps outlined in 
paragraph (a) of this section as soon as possible. 
    (c) Any closure or temporary suspension under this section shall be  
effective on the date of publication of the Federal Register notice; or  
if such notice is not published simultaneously, then on the date and at  
the time specified in the local notification to the public. Every 
notice of closure shall include the date and time of closing of the 
season and the area or areas affected. In the case of a temporary 
suspension, the date and time when the season may be resumed shall be 



provided by a subsequent local notification to the public, and by 
publication in the Federal Register. 
 
[41 FR 31536, July 29, 1976] 
   

Subpart D - Possession 
 
Sec. 20.31  Prohibited if taken in violation of subpart C. 
 
    No person shall at any time, by any means, or in any manner, 
possess or have in custody any migratory game bird or part thereof, 
taken in violation of any provision of subpart C of this part. 
 
Sec. 20.32  During closed season. 
 
    No person shall possess any freshly killed migratory game birds  
during the closed season. 
 
Sec. 20.33  Possession limit. 
 
    No person shall possess more migratory game birds taken in the  
United States than the possession limit or the aggregate possession  
limit, whichever applies. 
 
Sec. 20.34  Opening day of a season. 
 
    No person on the opening day of the season shall possess any 
freshly killed migratory game birds in excess of the daily bag limit, 
or aggregate daily bag limit, whichever applies. 
 
Sec. 20.35  Field possession limit. 
 
    No person shall possess, have in custody, or transport more than 
the daily bag limit or aggregate daily bag limit, whichever applies, of  
migratory game birds, tagged or not tagged, at or between the place  
where taken and either (a) his automobile or principal means of land  
 
transportation; or (b) his personal abode or temporary or transient  
place of lodging; or (c) a migratory bird preservation facility; or (d)  
a post office; or (e) a common carrier facility. 
 
Sec. 20.36  Tagging requirement. 
 
    No person shall put or leave any migratory game birds at any place  
(other than at his personal abode), or in the custody of another person  
for picking, cleaning, processing, shipping, transportation, or storage  
(including temporary storage), or for the purpose of having taxidermy  
services performed, unless such birds have a tag attached, signed by 
the hunter, stating his address, the total number and species of birds, 
and the date such birds were killed. Migratory game birds being 
transported in any vehicle as the personal baggage of the possessor 
shall not be considered as being in storage or temporary storage. 
 
Sec. 20.37  Custody of birds of another. 
 
    No person shall receive or have in custody any migratory game birds  
belonging to another person unless such birds are tagged as required by  



Sec. 20.36. 
 
Sec. 20.38  Possession of live birds. 
 
    Every migratory game bird wounded by hunting and reduced to  
possession by the hunter shall be immediately killed and become a part  
of the daily bag limit. No person shall at any time, or by any means,  
possess or transport live migratory game birds taken under authority of  
this part. 
 
Sec. 20.39  Termination of possession. 
 
    Subject to all other requirements of this part, the possession of  
birds taken by any hunter shall be deemed to have ceased when such 
birds have been delivered by him to another person as a gift; or have 
been delivered by him to a post office, a common carrier, or a 
migratory bird preservation facility and consigned for transport by the 
Postal Service or a common carrier to some person other than the 
hunter. 
 
[41 FR 31537, July 29, 1976] 
 
Sec. 20.40  Gift of migratory game birds. 
 
    No person may receive, possess, or give to another, any freshly  
killed migratory game birds as a gift, except at the personal abodes of  
the donor or donee, unless such birds have a tag attached, signed by 
the hunter who took the birds, stating such hunter's address, the total  
number and species of birds and the date such birds were taken. 
 
[42 FR 39668, Aug. 5, 1977] 
 

SUBCHAPTER C: THE NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE SYSTEM 
 

PART 26 - PUBLIC ENTRY AND USE 
 

Subpart A - Introduction 
 
Sec. 26.11 Purpose of regulations. 
 
    The regulations in this part govern the circumstances under which  
 
the public can enter and use a national wildlife refuge. 
 
                         Subpart B - Public Entry 
 
Sec. 26.21  General trespass provision. 
 
    (a) No person shall trespass, including but not limited to 
entering, occupying, using, or being upon, any national wildlife 
refuge, except as specifically authorized in this subchapter C or in 
other applicable Federal regulations. 
    (b) No unconfined domestic animals, including but not limited to  
dogs, hogs, cats, horses, sheep and cattle, shall be permitted to enter  



upon any national wildlife refuge or to roam at large upon such an 
area, except as specifically authorized under the provisions of Sec. 
26.34, Sec. 27.91 or Sec. 29.2 of this subchapter C. 
 
Sec. 26.22  General exception for entry. 
 
    (a) Any person entering or using any national wildlife refuge will  
comply with the regulations in this subchapter C, the provisions of any  
special regulations and any other official notification as is  
appropriate under Sec. 25.31. 
    (b) A permit shall be required for any person entering a national  
wildlife refuge, unless otherwise provided under the provisions of  
subchapter C. The permittee will abide by all the terms and conditions  
set forth in the permit. 
 
Sec. 26.23  Exception for entry to the headquarters office. 
 
    The headquarters office of any national wildlife refuge is open to  
public access and admission during regularly established business 
hours. 
 
Sec. 26.24  Exception for entry when accompanied by refuge personnel. 
 
    A permit is not required for access to any part of a national  
wildlife refuge by a person when accompanied by refuge personnel. 
 
Sec. 26.25  Exception for entry to persons with an economic use 
privilege. 
 
    Access to and travel upon a national wildlife refuge by a person  
granted economic use privileges on that national wildlife refuge should  
 
be restricted to a specified area in accordance with the provisions of  
their agreement, lease, or permit. 
 
Sec. 26.26  Exception for entry for use of emergency shelter. 
 
    A permit is not required for access to any national wildlife area  
for temporary shelter or temporary protection in the event of emergency  
conditions. 
 
Sec. 26.27  Exception for entry on designated routes of travel. 
 
    A permit is not required to enter, travel on, and exit from any  
national wildlife refuge on public waters and roads, and such roads,  
trails, footpaths, walkways, or other routes and areas which are  
designated for public use under the provisions of this subchapter C. 
 

Subpart C - Public Use and Recreation 
 

Sec. 26.31  General provisions. 
 
    Public recreation will be permitted on national wildlife refuges as  
an appropriate incidental or secondary use, only after it has been  
determined that such recreational use is practicable and not  
inconsistent with the primary objectives for which each particular area  
was established or with other authorized Federal operations. 



 
Sec. 26.32  Recreational uses. 
 
    Recreational uses such as, but not limited to, sightseeing, nature  
observation and photography, interpretive centers and exhibits, hunting  
and fishing, bathing, boating, camping, ice skating, picnicking,  
swimming, water skiing, and other similar activities may be permitted 
on national wildlife refuges. When such uses are permitted the public 
will be notified under the provisions of this subchapter C. 
 
Sec. 26.33  Special regulations. 
 
    (a) Special regulations shall be issued for public use, access, and  
recreation within certain individual national wildlife refuges where 
there is a need to amend, modify, relax or make more stringent the 
regulations contained in this subchapter C. The issued special 
regulations will supplement the provisions in this part 26. 
    (b) Special recreational use regulations may contain the following  
items: 
    (1) Recreational uses authorized. 
    (2) Seasons, period, or specific time of use. 
    (3) Description of areas open to recreation. 
    (4) Specific conditions or requirements. 
    (5) Other provisions. 
    (6) Special regulations for public use, access, and recreation are  
published in the daily issue of the Federal Register and may be 
codified in the Code of Federal Regulations. They shall be issued in 
compliance with procedures contained in the Departmental Manual. 
 
Sec. 26.35  Cabin sites. 
    (a) There shall be no new private cabin site permits issued for  
national wildlife refuges. All appropriate provisions of 43 CFR part 21  
apply to the phaseout of existing permits on national wildlife refuges. 
    (b) No new government owned cabin site permits for private  
recreational purposes shall be issued nor shall existing permits be  
renewed. 
 
Sec. 26.36  Public assemblies and meetings. 
 
    (a) Public meetings, assemblies, demonstrations, parades and other  
public expressions of view may be permitted within a national wildlife  
refuge open to public use, provided a permit therefore has been issued  
by the refuge manager. 
    (b) Any application for such permit shall set forth the name of the  
applicant, the date, time, duration, nature and place of the proposed  
event, an estimate of the number of persons expected to attend, and a  
statement of equipment and facilities to be used in connection  
therewith. 
    (c) The refuge manager may issue a permit on proper application  
unless: 
    (1) A prior application for the same time and place has been made  
which has been or will be granted; or 
    (2) The activity will present a clear and present danger to public  
health or safety, or undue disturbance to the other users or resources  
of the area; or 
    (3) The activity is of such nature that it cannot be reasonably  
accommodated in the particular national wildlife refuge; or 



    (4) The activity conflicts with the purposes of the national  
wildlife refuge. 
    (d) The permit may contain such conditions as are reasonably  
consistent with protection and use of the national wildlife refuge for  
the purpose for which it is maintained. It may also contain reasonable  
limitations on the time and area within which the activity is 
permitted. 
 
Sec. 26.41  What is the process for determining if a use of a national  
wildlife refuge is a compatible use? 
 
    The Refuge Manager will not initiate or permit a new use of a  
national wildlife refuge or expand, renew, or extend an existing use of  
a national wildlife refuge, unless the Refuge Manager has determined  
that the use is a compatible use. This section provides guidelines for  
making compatibility determinations, and procedures for documenting  
compatibility determinations and for periodic review of compatibility  
determinations. We will usually complete compatibility determinations 
as part of the comprehensive conservation plan or step-down management 
plan process for individual uses, specific use programs, or groups of 
related uses described in the plan. We will make all compatibility  
determinations in writing. 
    (a) What information do we include in a compatibility 
determination?  
All compatibility determinations will include the following 
information: 
    (1) The proposed or existing use; 
    (2) The name of the national wildlife refuge; 
    (3) The authorities used to establish the national wildlife refuge; 
    (4) The purpose(s) of the national wildlife refuge; 
    (5) The National Wildlife Refuge System mission; 
    (6) The nature and extent of the use including the following: 
    (i) What is the use? Is the use a priority public use?; 
    (ii) Where would the use be conducted?; 
    (iii) When would the use be conducted?; 
    (iv) How would the use be conducted?; and 
    (v) Why is the use being proposed?. 
    (7) An analysis of costs for administering and managing each use; 
    (8) The anticipated impacts of the use on the national wildlife  
refuge's purposes and the National Wildlife Refuge System mission; 
    (9) The amount of opportunity for public review and comment  
provided; 
    (10) Whether the use is compatible or not compatible (does it or  
will it materially interfere with or detract from the fulfillment of 
the National Wildlife Refuge System mission or the purpose(s) of the  
national wildlife refuge); 
    (11) Stipulations necessary to ensure compatibility; 
    (12) A logical explanation describing how the proposed use would, 
or would not, materially interfere with or detract from the fulfillment 
of the National Wildlife Refuge System mission or the purpose(s) of the  
national wildlife refuge; 
    (13) The Refuge Manager's signature and date signed; and 
    (14) The Regional Chief's concurrence signature and date signed. 
    (15) The mandatory 10- or 15-year re-evaluation date. 
    (b) Making a use compatible through replacement of lost habitat  
values or other compensatory mitigation. We will not allow compensatory  
mitigation to make a proposed refuge use compatible, except by  



replacement of lost habitat values as provided in paragraph (c) of this  
section. If we cannot make the proposed use compatible with 
stipulations we cannot allow the use. 
    (c) Existing right-of-ways. We will not make a compatibility  
determination and will deny any request for maintenance of an existing  
right-of-way which will affect a unit of the National Wildlife Refuge  
System, unless: the design adopts appropriate measures to avoid 
resource impacts and includes provisions to ensure no net loss of 
habitat quantity and quality; restored or replacement areas identified 
in the design are afforded permanent protection as part of the national  
wildlife refuge or wetland management district affected by the  
maintenance; and all restoration work is completed by the applicant  
prior to any title transfer or recording of the easement, if 
applicable. Maintenance of an existing right-of-way includes minor 
expansion or minor realignment to meet safety standards. 
    (d) Termination of uses that are not compatible. When we determine  
an existing use is not compatible, we will expeditiously terminate or  
modify the use to make it compatible. Except with written authorization  
by the Director, this process of termination or modification will not  
exceed 6 months from the date that the compatibility determination is  
signed. 
 
    Authority: 5 U.S.C. 301; 16 U.S.C. 460k, 664, 668dd, 715i; Pub. L.  
96-315 (94 Stat. 958) and Pub. L. 98-146 (97 Stat. 955). 
    Source: 41 FR 9167, Mar. 3, 1976, unless otherwise noted. 
 

PART 27 - PROHIBITED ACTS 
 

Subpart A - Introduction 
 
Sec.  27.11 Purpose of regulations. 
 
The regulations in this part 27 govern those acts by the public  
which are prohibited at all times except as permitted in this part, 
part 26, and part 25, subpart D--Permits. 
 

Subpart B - Taking Violations 
 

Sec. 27.21  General provisions. 
 
    No person shall take any animal or plant on any national wildlife  
refuge, except as authorized under 50 CFR 27.51 and parts 31, 32, and 
33 of this subchapter C. 
 

Subpart C - Disturbing Violations: With Vehicles 
 
Sec. 27.31  General provisions regarding vehicles. 
 
    Travel in or use of any motorized or other vehicles, including 
those used on air, water, ice, snow, is prohibited on national wildlife  
refuges except on designated routes of travel, as indicated by the  
appropriate traffic control signs or signals and in designated areas  
posted or delineated on maps by the refuge manager and subject to the  
following requirements and limitations: 
    (a) Unless specifically covered by the general and special  
regulations set forth in this chapter, the laws and regulations of the  



State within whose exterior boundaries a national wildlife refuge or  
portion thereof is located shall govern traffic and the operation and  
use of vehicles. Such State laws and regulations which are now or may  
hereafter be in effect are hereby adopted and made a part of the  
regulations in this part. 
    (b) No operator of a vehicle shall be under the influence of  
intoxicating beverages or controlled substances. 
    (c) Driving or operating any vehicle carelessly or heedlessly, or 
in willful or wanton disregard for the rights or safety of other 
persons, or without due care or at a speed greater than is reasonable 
and prudent under prevailing conditions, having regard to traffic, 
weather, wildlife, road, and light conditions, and surface, width, and 
character of the travel way is prohibited. Every operator shall 
maintain such control of the vehicle as may be necessary to avoid 
danger to persons or property or wildlife. 
    (d) The vehicle speed limit shall not exceed 25 m.p.h. except as  
otherwise legally posted. 
    (e)(1) Every motor vehicle shall at all time be equipped with a  
muffler in good working order, and which cannot be removed or otherwise  
altered while the vehicle is being operated on a national wildlife  
refuge. To prevent excessive or unusual noise no person shall use a  
muffler cut-out, bypass, or similar device upon a motor vehicle. A 
vehicle that produces unusual or excessive noise or visible pollutants  
is prohibited. 
    (2) A refuge manager, by posting of appropriate signs or by marking  
on a map which shall be available at the refuge headquarters, may  
require that any motor vehicle operating in the designated area shall 
be equipped with a spark arrestor that meets Standard 5100-1a of the 
U.S. Forest Service, Department of Agriculture which standard includes 
the requirements that such spark arrestor shall have an efficiency to 
retain or destroy at least 80 percent of carbon particles, for all flow 
rates, and that such spark arrestor has been warranted by its 
manufacturer as meeting the above mentioned efficiency requirement for 
at least 1,000 hours, subject to normal use, with maintenance and 
mounting in accordance with the manufacturers recommendations. 
    (f) The operation of a vehicle which does not bear valid license  
plates and is not properly certified, registered, or inspected in  
accordance with applicable State laws is prohibited. 
    (g) Driving or permitting another person to drive a vehicle without  
valid license is prohibited. A valid driver's or operator's license 
must be displayed upon the request of any authorized official. 
    (h) Stopping, parking or leaving any vehicle, whether attended or  
unattended, upon any road, trail, or fire lane so as to obstruct the  
free movement of other vehicles is prohibited, except in the event of  
accident or other conditions beyond the immediate control of the  
operator, or as otherwise directed by an authorized official. 
    (i) All persons shall obey the lawful order or signal of any  
authorized official directing, controlling, or regulating the movement  
of traffic. 
    (j) Load, weight and width limitations, as may be necessary, shall  
be prescribed and the public advised under provisions of Sec. 25.31.  
Such limitations must be complied with by the operators of all 
vehicles. 
    (k) A motor vehicle involved in an accident is not to be moved 
until an authorized official arrives at the scene of the accident, 
unless such vehicle constitutes a traffic or safety hazard. 
    (l) A motor vehicle shall not be operated at anytime without proper  



brakes and brake lights, or from sunset to sunrise without working  
headlights and taillights which comply with the regulations for  
operation on the roads of the State within whose boundaries the refuge  
is located. 
    (m) Such other requirements which are established under the  
provisions of this subchapter C. 
 
Sec. 27.32  Boats. 
 
    (a) The use of boats in national wildlife refuges is prohibited  
except as may be authorized under and subject to the requirements set  
forth below. 
    (b) When the use of boats is permitted on any national wildlife  
refuge, the public will be notified under the provisions of this  
subchapter C and the following operational requirements and limitations  
will apply: 
    (1)(i) In addition to the regulations contained in this part, the  
U.S. Coast Guard Regulations, titles 33 and 46 CFR, are applicable on  
navigable waters of the United States. 
    (ii) Unless specifically covered by the general and special  
regulations set forth in this chapter, the laws and regulations of the  
State within whose exterior boundaries a national wildlife refuge or  
portion thereof is located shall govern boating and the operation and  
use of boats. Such laws and regulations which are now or may hereafter  
be in effect are hereby adopted and made a part of the regulations in  
this part. 
    (2) No operator or person in charge of any boat shall operate or  
knowingly permit any other person to operate a boat in a reckless or  
negligent manner, or in a manner so as to endanger or be likely to  
endanger any person, property or wildlife. 
    (3) No person shall operate or be in actual physical control of a  
boat while under the influence of intoxicating beverages or controlled  
substances. 
    (4) No person shall operate a boat in a manner which will  
unreasonably interfere with other boats or with free and proper  
navigation of the waterways of the areas. Anchoring in heavily traveled  
channels or main thoroughfares shall constitute such interference 
if unreasonable in the prevailing circumstances. 
    (5) No person shall operate a boat on refuge waters that has a  
marine head (toilet) unless it conforms to Environmental Protection  
Agency regulations regarding sewage discharge. 
    (6) Every sailboat when underway from sunset to sunrise shall carry  
and exhibit a bright white light visible all around the horizon for a  
distance of two miles. 
    (7) Leaving any boat unattended, outside of designated mooring or  
beaching areas, for a period in excess of 72 hours without written  
permission of the refuge manager is prohibited and any boat so left may  
be impounded by the refuge manager. 
    (8) Government-owned docks, piers, and floats are not to be used 
for loading and unloading of boats, except in emergencies or unless  
specifically authorized by the refuge manager. 
 
Sec. 27.33  Water skiing. 
 
    When water skiing is permitted upon national wildlife refuge 
waters, the public will be notified under the provisions of this 
subchapter C and the following requirements and limitations will apply: 



    (a) Water skiing is permitted only during daylight hours and during  
periods posted or otherwise designated under the provisions of this  
subchapter C. 
    (b) When a skier is in ``tow'' there must be two persons in the 
boat at all times, with one person not operating the boat, acting as an  
observer of the skier in tow. 
    (c) The direction of a tow boat when circling will be counter  
clockwise. 
    (d) Skiers must wear U.S. Coast Guard approved ski belts, life  
jackets or buoyant vests. 
    (e) Water skiing is prohibited within 300 feet of harbors, swimming  
beaches, and mooring areas, and within 100 feet of any designated  
swimming area. 
 
Sec. 27.34  Aircraft. 
 
    The unauthorized operation of aircraft, including sail planes, and  
hang gliders, at altitudes resulting in harassment of wildlife, or the  
unauthorized landing or take-off on a national wildlife refuge, except  
in an emergency, is prohibited. National wildlife refuge boundaries are  
designated on up-date FAA aeronautical charts. 
               

Subpart D - Disturbing Violations: With Weapons 
 

Sec. 27.41  General provisions. 
 
    Carrying, possessing, or discharging firearms, fireworks, or  
explosives on national wildlife refuges is prohibited unless  
specifically authorized under the provisions of this subchapter C. 
 
Sec. 27.42  Firearms. 
 
    Only the following persons may possess, use, or transport firearms  
on national wildlife refuges in accordance with this section and  
applicable Federal and State law: 
    (a) Persons using firearms for public hunting under the provisions  
of 50 CFR part 32. 
    (b) Persons carrying unloaded firearms, that are dismantled or  
cased, in vehicles and boats over routes of travel designated under the  
provision of subchapter C. 
    (c) Persons authorized to use firearms for the taking of specimens  
of wildlife for scientific purposes. 
    (d) Persons authorized by special regulations or permits to possess  
or use firearms for the protection of property, for field trials, and  
other special purposes. 
 
Sec. 27.43  Weapons other than firearms. 
 
    The use or possession of cross bows, bows and arrows, air guns,  
spears, gigs, or other weapons on national wildlife refuges is  
prohibited except as may be authorized under the provision of this  
subchapter C. 
 

Subpart E - Disturbing Violations: Against Plants and 
Animals 

 



Sec. 27.51 Disturbing, injuring, and damaging plants and animals. 
 
    (a) Disturbing, injuring, spearing, poisoning, destroying,  
collecting or attempting to disturb, injure, spear, poison, destroy or  
collect any plant or animal on any national wildlife refuge 
is prohibited except by special permit unless otherwise permitted under  
this subchapter C. 
    (b) [Reserved] 
 
Sec. 27.52 Introduction of plants and animals. 
 
    Plants and animals or their parts taken elsewhere shall not be  
introduced, liberated, or placed on any national wildlife refuge except  
as authorized. 
 

Subpart F - Disturbing Violations: Against Nonwildlife 
Property 

 
Sec. 27.61 Destruction or removal of property. 
 
    The destruction, injury, defacement, disturbance, or the  
unauthorized removal of any public property including natural objects 
or private property on or from any national wildlife refuge is 
prohibited. 
 
Sec. 27.62 Search for and removal of objects of antiquity. 
 
    No person shall search for or remove from national wildlife refuges  
objects of antiquity except as may be authorized by 43 CFR part 3. 
 
Sec. 27.63 Search for and removal of other valued objects. 
 
    (a) No person shall search for buried treasure, treasure trove,  
valuable semi-precious rocks, stones, or mineral specimens on national  
wildlife refuges unless authorized by permit or by provision of this  
subchapter C. 
    (b) Permits are required for archeological studies on national  
wildlife refuges in accordance with the provisions of this subchapter 
C. 
 
Sec. 27.64 Prospecting and mining. 
 
    Prospecting, locating, or filing mining claims on national wildlife  
refuges is prohibited unless otherwise provided by law. See Sec. 29.31  
for provisions concerning mineral leasing. 
 
[41 FR 9168, Mar. 3, 1976, as amended at 44 FR 42976, July 23, 1979] 
 
Sec. 27.65 Tampering with vehicles and equipment. 
 
    Tampering with, entering, or starting any motor vehicle, boat,  
equipment or machinery or attempting to tamper with, enter, or start 
any motor vehicle, boat, equipment or machinery on any national 
wildlife refuge without proper authorization is prohibited. 

 



Subpart G - Disturbing Violations: Light and Sound 
Equipment 

 
Sec. 27.71 Motion or sound pictures. 
 
    The taking or filming of any motion or sound pictures on a national  
wildlife refuge for subsequent commercial use is prohibited except as  
may be authorized under the provisions of 43 CFR part 5. 
 
Sec. 27.72 Audio equipment. 
 
The operation or use of audio devices including radios, recording  
and playback devices, loudspeakers, television sets, public address  
systems and musical instruments so as to cause unreasonable disturbance  
to others in the vicinity is prohibited. 
 
Sec. 27.73 Artificial lights. 
 
No unauthorized person shall use or direct the rays of a spotlight  
or other artificial light, or automotive headlights for the purpose of  
spotting, locating, or taking any animal within the boundaries of any  
national wildlife refuge or along rights-of-way for public or private  
roads within a national wildlife refuge. 
 

Subpart H - Disturbing Violations: Personal Conduct 
 
Sec. 27.81 Alcoholic beverages. 
 
    Entering or remaining in any national wildlife refuge when under 
the influence of alcohol, to a degree that may endanger oneself or 
other persons or property or unreasonably annoy persons in the 
vicinity, is prohibited. 
 
Sec. 27.82 Possession and delivery of controlled substances. 
 
    (a) Definitions for the purpose of this section: 
    (1) The term controlled substance means a drug or other substance,  
or immediate precursor, included in schedules I, II, III, IV, or V of  
part B of the Controlled Substance Act (21 U.S.C. 812) or any drug or  
substance added to these schedules pursuant to the terms of the 
Controlled Substance Act. 
    (2) The term practitioner means a physician, dentist, veterinarian,  
scientific investigator, pharmacist, or other person licensed,  
registered, or otherwise permitted by the United States or the  
jurisdiction in which he practices to distribute or possess a 
controlled substance in the course of professional practice. 
    (3) The term delivery means the actual, attempted or constructive  
transfer and/or distribution of a controlled substance, whether or not  
there exists an agency relationship. 
    (b) Offenses. (1) The delivery of any controlled substance on a  
national wildlife refuge is prohibited, except that distributed by a  
practitioner in accordance with applicable law. 
    (2) The possession of a controlled substance on a national wildlife  
refuge is prohibited unless such substance was obtained by the 
possessor directly, or pursuant to a valid prescription or order, from 
a practitioner acting in the course of his professional practice, or  



except as otherwise authorized by applicable law. 
    (3) Presence in a national wildlife refuge when under the influence  
of a controlled substance to a degree that may endanger oneself, or  
another person, or property, or may cause unreasonable interference 
with another person's enjoyment of a national wildlife refuge is 
prohibited. 
 
Sec. 27.83 Indecency and disorderly conduct. 
 
    Any act of indecency or disorderly conduct as defined by State or  
local laws is prohibited on any national wildlife refuge. 
 
Sec. 27.84 Interference with persons engaged in authorized activities. 
 
    Disturbing, molesting, or interfering with any employee of the  
United States or of any local or State government engaged in official  
business, or with any private person engaged in the pursuit of an  
authorized activity on any national wildlife refuge is prohibited. 
 
Sec. 27.85 Gambling. 
 
    Gambling in any form, or the operation of gambling devices, for  
money or otherwise, on any national wildlife refuge is prohibited. 
 
Sec. 27.86 Begging. 
 
    Begging on any national wildlife refuge is prohibited. Soliciting 
of funds for the support or assistance of any cause or organization is 
also prohibited unless properly authorized. 
 

Subpart I - Other Disturbing Violations 
 
Sec. 27.91 Field trials. 
 
    The conducting or operation of field trials for dogs on national  
wildlife refuges is prohibited except as may be authorized by special  
permit. 
 
Sec. 27.92 Private structures. 
 
    No person shall without proper authority construct, install, 
occupy, or maintain any building, log boom, pier, dock, fence, wall, 
pile, anchorage, or other structure or obstruction in any national 
wildlife refuge. 
 
Sec. 27.93 Abandonment of property. 
 
    Abandoning, discarding, or otherwise leaving any personal property  
in any national wildlife refuge is prohibited. 
 
Sec. 27.94 Disposal of waste. 
 
    (a) The littering, disposing, or dumping in any manner of garbage,  
refuse sewage, sludge, earth, rocks, or other debris on any national  
wildlife refuge except at points or locations designated by the refuge  
manager, or the draining or dumping of oil, acids, pesticide wastes,  
poisons, or any other types of chemical wastes in, or otherwise  



polluting any waters, water holes, streams or other areas within any  
national wildlife refuge is prohibited. 
    (b) Persons using a national wildlife refuge shall comply with the  
sanitary requirements established under the provisions of this  
subchapter C for each individual refuge; the sanitation provisions 
which may be included in leases, agreements, or use permits, and all  
applicable Federal and State laws. 
 
Sec. 27.95 Fires. 
 
    On all national wildlife refuges persons are prohibited from the  
following: 
    (a) Setting on fire or causing to be set on fire any timber, brush,  
grass, or other inflammable material including camp or cooking fires,  
except as authorized by the refuge manager or at locations designated  
for that purpose or as provided for under Sec. 26.33(c) of this  
subchapter C. 
    (b) Leaving a fire unattended or not completely extinguished; 
    (c) Throwing a burning cigarette, match, or other lighted substance  
from any moving conveyance or throwing of same in any place where it 
may start a fire; and 
    (d) Smoking on any lands, including roads, or in any buildings 
which have been designated and/or posted with no smoking signs. 
 
Sec. 27.96 Advertising. 
 
    Except as may be authorized, posting, distributing, or otherwise  
displaying private or public notices, advertisements, announcements, or  
displays of any kind in any national wildlife refuge, other than  
business designations on private vehicles or boats is prohibited. 
  
Sec. 27.97 Private operations. 
 
    Soliciting business or conducting a commercial enterprise on any  
national wildlife refuge is prohibited except as may be authorized by  
special permit. 
 

PART 32- HUNTING AND FISHING 
 

Subpart A - General Provisions 
 
Sec. 32.1  Opening of wildlife refuge areas to hunting. 
 
    Opening of wildlife refuge areas to hunting will be dependent  
upon the provisions of law applicable to the area and upon a  
determination by the Secretary that the opening of the area to the  
hunting of migratory game birds, upland game, or big game will be  
compatible with the principles of sound wildlife management and will  
otherwise be in the public interest. The opening or closing of wildlife  
refuge areas to hunting shall be in accordance with the rulemaking  
requirements of the Administrative Procedure Act (5 U.S.C. 553). Lands  
acquired pursuant to the Act of May 18, 1948 (62 Stat. 238, 16 U.S.C.  
695) will be opened to hunting only after it has been determined that  
the major portion of the crops in the vicinity of the area involved 
have been harvested, that the period of susceptibility of such crops to  
wildfowl depredation has passed, or that the possibility of these crops  



being damaged by waterfowl is minor. Lands acquired as ``waterfowl  
production areas'' shall annually be open to the hunting of migratory  
game birds, upland game, and big game subject to the provisions of 
State law and regulations and the pertinent provisions of parts 25 
through 31 of this subchapter: Provided, That all forms of hunting or 
entry on all or any part of individual areas may be temporarily 
suspended by posting upon occasions of unusual or critical conditions 
of, or affecting land, water, vegetation, or wildlife populations. 
 
Sec. 32.2 What are the requirements for hunting on areas of the 
National Wildlife Refuge System? 
 
    The following provisions shall apply to each person while engaged 
in public hunting on areas of the National Wildlife Refuge System: 
    (a) Each person shall secure and possess the required State 
license. 
    (b) Each person 16 years of age and older shall secure and possess 
a Migratory Bird Hunting Stamp while hunting migratory waterfowl. 
    (c) Each person shall comply with the applicable provisions of  
Federal law and regulations including this subchapter and the current  
Federal Migratory Bird Regulations. 
    (d) Each person shall comply with the applicable provisions of the  
laws and regulations of the State wherein any area is located unless  
further restricted by Federal law or regulation. 
    (e) Each person shall comply with the terms and conditions  
authorizing access or use of wildlife refuges, including the terms and  
conditions under which hunting permits are issued. 
    (f) Each person must comply with the provisions of any refuge- 
specific regulations governing hunting on the wildlife refuge area.  
Regulations, special conditions, and maps of the hunting areas for a  
particular wildlife refuge are available at that area's headquarters. 
In addition, refuge-specific hunting regulations for migratory game 
bird, upland game, and big game hunting appear in Sec. Sec. 32.20 
through 32.72. 
    (g) The use of any drug on any arrow for bow hunting on national  
wildlife refuges is prohibited. Archers may not have arrows employing  
such drugs in their possession on any national wildlife refuge. 
    (h) The unauthorized distribution of bait and the hunting over bait  
is prohibited on wildlife refuge areas. (Baiting is authorized in  
accordance with State regulations on national wildlife refuges in  
Alaska). 
    (i) The use of nails, wire, screws or bolts to attach a stand to a  
tree, or hunting from a tree into which a metal object has been driven  
to support a hunter is prohibited on wildlife refuge areas. 
    (j) The use or possession of alcoholic beverages while hunting is  
prohibited. 
    (k) You may possess only approved nontoxic shot while in the field,  
which we identify in 50 CFR 20.21(j), while on Waterfowl Production  
Areas, or on certain other areas of the National Wildlife Refuge System  
as delineated on maps, leaflets and/or signs, available at each refuge  
headquarters or posted at each refuge, or as stated in refuge-specific  
regulations. Where we allow turkey and deer hunting, you may use slugs  
and shot containing lead to hunt these species unless prohibited by  
refuge-specific regulations and/or State law. 
    (l) The refuge-specific regulations (Sec. 32.20 through Sec.  
32.72) may include the items discussed in Sec. 32.3(b). Refuge permits  



and brochures should also include those items and any special 
conditions allowed by paragraph (f) of this section. 
 
[58 FR 5064, Jan. 19, 1993, as amended at 63 FR 46914, Sept. 3, 1998; 
65 FR 30777, May 12, 2000; 67 FR 58943, Sept. 18, 2002] 
 
Sec. 32.3 What are the procedures for publication of refuge-specific 
hunting regulations? 
 
    (a) Refuge-specific hunting regulations are issued only at the time  
of or after the determination and publication of the opening of a  
wildlife refuge area to migratory game bird, upland game or big game  
hunting. 
    (b) Refuge-specific hunting regulations may contain the following  
items: 
    (1) Wildlife species that may be hunted; 
    (2) Seasons; 
    (3) Bag limits; 
    (4) Methods of hunting; 
    (5) Description of areas open to hunting; or 
    (6) Other provisions as required. 
    (c) Refuge-specific hunting regulations will not liberalize 
existing State laws or regulations. 
    (d) Refuge-specific hunting regulations are subject to change and  
the public is invited to submit suggestions and comments for  
consideration at any time. 
    (e) We initially publish refuge-specific hunting regulations in the  
daily issue of the Federal Register, and subsequently they appear in  
Sec. Sec. 32.20 through 32.72, except that the refuge manager may adopt  
and issue relevant refuge-specific season dates and times after the  
State establishes its hunting seasons by publication through one or 
more of the methods identified in Sec. 25.31 of this subchapter C. 
    (f) Refuge-specific hunting regulations may be amended or new  
conditions imposed at any time during the hunting season when  
unpredictable changes occur in wildlife populations, habitat conditions 
or in other factors affecting a refuge's wildlife resources. Changes in 
refuge-specific hunting regulations made under the conditions noted in 
this paragraph (f) can be in force only for the one season to which the  
changes apply. 
 
[58 FR 5064, Jan. 19, 1993, as amended at 67 FR 58943, Sept. 18, 2002] 
 
Sec. 32.4 Opening of wildlife refuge areas to fishing. 
 
    Wildlife refuge areas may be opened to sport fishing only after a  
determination is made that this activity is compatible with the 
purposes for which the refuge was established. In addition, the sport 
fishing program must be consistent with principles of sound fishery 
management and otherwise be in the public interest. The opening or 
closing of wildlife refuge areas to fishing is subject to the 
rulemaking requirements of the Administrative Procedure Act (5 U.S.C. 
551 et seq.). Lands acquired as ``waterfowl production areas'' are open 
to sport fishing subject to the provisions of State laws and 
regulations and the pertinent provisions of parts 25 through 31 of this 
subchapter: Provided, that fishing or entry on all or any part of 
individual areas may be temporarily suspended by posting upon occasions 



of unusual or critical conditions of, or affecting, land, water, 
vegetation or fish and wildlife populations. 
 
Sec. 32.5 What are the requirements for sportfishing on areas of the 
National Wildlife Refuge System? 
 
    The following provisions shall apply to each person while engaged 
in public sport fishing on a wildlife refuge area: 
    (a) Each person shall secure and possess the required State 
license. 
    (b) Each person shall comply with the applicable provisions of  
Federal law and regulation including this subchapter. 
    (c) Each person shall comply with the applicable provisions of the  
laws and regulations of the State wherein any area is located unless 
the same are further restricted by Federal law or regulation. 
    (d) Each person shall comply with the terms and conditions  
authorizing access and use of the wildlife refuge area. 
    (e) Each person must comply with the provisions of any refuge- 
specific regulation governing fishing on the wildlife refuge area.  
Regulations, special conditions, and maps of the fishing areas for a  
particular wildlife refuge are available at that area's headquarters. 
In addition, refuge-specific sport fishing regulations appear in Sec. 
Sec. 32.20 through 32.72. 
 
[58 FR 5064, Jan. 19, 1993, as amended at 67 FR 58943, Sept. 18, 2002] 
 
Sec. 32.6 What are the procedures for publication of refuge-specific 
sport fishing regulations? 
 
    (a) Refuge-specific fishing regulations are issued only at the time  
of or after the opening of a wildlife refuge area to sport fishing. 
    (b) Refuge-specific fishing regulations may contain the following  
items: 
    (1) Fish species that may be taken; 
    (2) Seasons; 
    (3) Creel limits; 
    (4) Methods of fishing; 
    (5) Description of areas open to fishing; or 
    (6) Other provisions as required. 
    (c) Refuge-specific fishing regulations will not liberalize 
existing State laws or regulations. 
    (d) Refuge-specific fishing regulations are subject to change and  
the public is invited to submit suggestions and comments for  
consideration at any time. 
    (e) We initially publish refuge-specific sport fishing regulations  
in the daily issue of the Federal Register, and subsequently they 
appear in Sec. Sec. 32.20 through 32.72. 
    (f) Refuge-specific fishing regulations may be amended as needed  
when unpredictable changes occur in fish and wildlife populations,  
habitat conditions or in other factors affecting a refuge's fish and  
wildlife resources. 
 
[58 FR 5064, Jan. 19, 1993, as amended at 67 FR 58943, Sept. 18, 2002] 
 


