Activities &
OPPORTUNITIES

October Events

This on-going exhibition features the
artwork of Janet DeBerge Lange, Cheryl
Marine and Christy Puetz in the front
windows of the U.S. Post Office at 500
South Mill Ave. Through Oct. 8.

A contemporary look at the 50's at
the Tempe Public Library, Lower Level
Gallery, 3500 S. Rural Road. Through
Dec. 1.

An exhibition of works from 15 young
artists with disabilities. From VSA Arts
at the Tempe City Hall Hall Gallery, 31 E.
5th Street, 1st floor.

Paintings, from abstractions to chalk
drawings, by McClintock students are
on display at the Edna Vihel Center,
3400 S. Rural Road.

September

Tempe City Council

Lithographs reflective of the Latino/
Chicano and American Indian experi-
ence on display at the Tempe Public
Library, 2nd floor, 3500 S. Rural Road
through Nov. 15.

ASU Department of Theatre (Border-
lands Initiative) Professor Ramén
Rivera-Servera will guide a discussion on
Diversity and Language in the Arts from
6:30 to 8:30 p.m. at the TLC Classroom,
Public Library, 3500 S. Rural Road.

Ballet Arizona presents a sunset eve-
ning of dance at 7:30 p.m. at the Tempe
Beach Park amphitheater, NW corner of
Mill Avenue & Rio Salado Parkway. Bring
a picnic dinner. Open lawn seating.
Parking: America West Airlines Garage,
Third Street, west of Mill Avenue, or at
Fifth Street and Farmer Avenue.

Learn more about the park’s 80-year his-
tory at the Tempe City Hall Hall Gallery,
31 E. 5th Street, 1st floor.

1 Retro - Daddio!

A contemporary look at the 50's

is on display at the Tempe Public
Library, Lower Level Gallery, 3500 S.
Rural Road through Dec. 1.

1 Reflections of Tempe Beach
Learn more about the park’s 80-
year history at the Tempe City Hall
Gallery, 31 E. 5th Street, 1st floor.

1 Post Office Exhibition

Local artists display their artwork in
the front windows of the U.S. Post
Office at 500 South Mill Ave.

2 Xicanindio Artes Exhibition
Lithographs reflective of the Latino/
Chicano and American Indian expe-
rience are on display at the Tempe

Public Library, 2nd floor, 3500 S.
Rural Road through Nov. 15.

10 Tempe Tardeada

Tempe's annual dance and music
celebration of the Hispanic

Culture from noon to 8 p.m. at

the Community Center Complex,
Southwest corner of Rural Road and
Southern Avenue.

11 Tempe Symphony Orchestra
Accomplished Valley musicians
open the 30th season under the
direction of Dr. Richard Strange and
provide musical enjoyment through
advanced orchestral performance
at 7:30 p.m., at Boyle Auditorium,
McClintock High School, 1830 E. Del
Rio Drive.

12 ASU To YOU: Coffee,
Conversation & the Arts

ASU School of Art Professor Julie
Codell will guide a discussion on
the popular PBS film series The
Creative Spirit: Inside Creativity - The
Anatomy of Innovation from 6:30
to 8:30 p.m. at the TLC Classroom,
Public Library, 3500 S. Rural Road.

November Events

1 Post Office Exhibition

Local artists display their artwork in
the front windows of the U.S. Post
Office at 500 S. Mill Ave.

1 Reflections of Tempe Beach

Learn more about the park’s 80-year
history at the Tempe City Hall Gallery,
31 E. 5th Street, 1st floor.

1 Retro - Daddio!
A contemporary look at the 50's at the

Public Library, 3500 S. Rural Road.

1-15 Xicanindio Artes Exhibition
Latino/Chicano and American Indian
lithographs at the Public Library, 2nd
floor, 3500 S. Rural Road.

9 ASU to YOU: Coffee, Conversation
& the Arts

ASU School of Music Professor Sandra
Stauffer will lead a discussion on the
PBS film series, The Creative Spirit:
Creativity in Children - Nurturing
Discovery from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. at the
TLC Classroom, Public Library, 3500 S.
Rural Road.

15 Peanut Butter & Jam Concert
Singer/songwriter Persephone will

City of Tempe Municipal Art Commission

present Arizona is our Home Sweet
Home for children ages 3-5 years from
10 to 11 a.m. in the Community Center
Complex Courtyard, 3500 S. Rural
Road, just east of the Public Library.

19 Pee Posh children's exhibit
Traditional arts from children of the
Gila River Community will be on dis-
play at the Public Library, 2nd floor
gallery, 3500 S. Rural Road.

29 Tempe Symphony Orchestra
Valley musicians perform the annual
holiday concert at 7:30 p.m., at
Gammage Auditorium, Arizona State
University, Mill Avenue & Apache
Boulevard.
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Center Line:

Tempe Center For THE Arts

LET'S GET Vertical

As the excitement grows for the Tempe Center
for the Arts (TCA), so does the building itself.
In the coming months, viewers will witness
the first visible structures as they begin rising
from the ground on the southwest bank of
Tempe Town Lake.

“It's difficult to imagine everything that
is taking place,” Deputy Community Services
Director (Cultural Services) Jody Ulich said.“To
date, all of the work has been below ground.
Starting in September, the construction will
become vertical and much more visible”

Most notable will be the walls to the fly
tower, the area above the stage that holds all
of the rigging, which will rise to 85-feet.

Also, rising above grade will be the cir-
cular perimeter walls on the TCA's west, south
and east sides. Eventually, glass will cover
the north side of the facility where visitors
can enjoy spectacular views of the Papago
Mountains and Town Lake from the lobby,

concession area and the Lakeside and Donor
rooms.

Like air, a lot of the work to date can't
be seen. But those close to the TCA know it's
there. Over the summer, crews excavated the
site, poured footings and installed utilities,
including sewer, water and power lines. They
completed the tie-in to the 108-inch storm
drain that travels through the site and com-
pleted pouring concrete for the walls to the
orchestra pit, setting the stage for construc-
tion of the orchestra lift.

As has been reported, cement, the
powder that is mixed with water to make the
paste that binds concrete, is in high demand
internationally. Tempe’s construction contrac-
tors are receiving limited amounts each week
and have been careful about scheduling
pours. To date, the TCA has not been hindered
by supply shortages, and patrons can rest
assured that considerations are built into

major constructions projects, like the TCA, and
the cement shortage shouldn’t have major
impacts on scheduling or costs.

Interested onlookers are invited to watch
the footprint as it takes shape by logging onto
the city’s Sneaky Peek camera at www.tempe.
gov/arts/tca/entersneakypeek.asp.

Early work on the TCA, such as pouring footings and
installing utilities, has been underground.

Art Talk

Municipal Art
Commission
member Scott
Essex poses
with "Portrait
of Lavoisier and
his Wife” by
Jacques-Louis
David at the
Metropolitan
Museum in New
York. Essex uses
such photo-
graphs to teach
children about
the size and
scale of many
painter's works.

The city of Tempe and the New School for the Arts and Academics

(NSAA) have forged a unique partnership that has accomplished much

in the short time they have been together. The campus, located at
1216 E. Apache Blvd., serves NSAA's students during the day and is the
venue for many of the city's cultural education classes at night. It is

a solid relationahip of mutual respect and appreciation for what each

party brings to benefit, not just each other, but for the community.

Ron Caya, the founder and executive dean
of NSAA has built a strong visual and per-
forming arts curriculum since the school was
chartered in 1995.

He has used his experience in public
art instruction with the Peoria schools, as a
director of several art centers and his knowl-
edge gained obtaining a B.A. from California
College of Arts and Crafts and an M.A. from

the Parsons School of Design in New York to
mold NSAA into a realistic vision of educa-
tion.

Throughout the building, the walls are
full of artwork of the students as well as piec-
es donated by professional artists.

“A room hung with pictures is a room
hung with thoughts,” English painter Sir
Joshua Reynolds said in the late 1700’s.

Arts Commission grants support NSAA's accomplishments

NEW ScHoOOL FOR THE ARTS'

Partnership

SCORES HIGH FOR COMMUNITY

Thoughts and ideas abound within the
walls of NSAA, challenging the students to
learn, analyze and create. The music and
dance programs are equally as strong as the
visual arts. A good portion of the schools’300
students take classes in all three areas.

High academic standards combined
with considerable talent of the teachers and
administration provides the springboard
for students to advance to high levels. Even
with the emphasis on the arts, NSAA is “not
an easy gig.” Students must perform in the
classroom, too. NSAA has received awards
from the University of Arizona for sending on
students, which as a group, had the highest
freshman grade point average at the U of A.

After moving to the Tempe location, the
school has expanded to include a seventh
and eighth grade facility down the street.
The hope is that the new school will better
prepare younger students, with an interest in
the arts, for high school.

Academic skills are very important for
success at NSAA as more than 90 percent
of the students go on to college. The new
middle school challenges the younger stu-
dents to develop solid study habits as well as
providing increased art instruction earlier in
their academic lives.

Building alliances is Caya’s strength.
With the entrenched partnership of the
city in place, he struck out on another and
is working with the Phoenix Academy of
Performing Arts South by providing teachers
in visual arts and dance to the south Phoenix
school. Phoenix Academy’s students get an
expanded art program and NSAA expands its
network throughout the community.

Going forward, the campus of NSAA,
through its partnership with the city of
Tempe is set to grow into a multi-use site. The
master plan includes the city’s light rail proj-
ect and may include artist housing.

The current plan is to use two acres at
the rear of the campus for underground park-
ing and a light rail station. The school would
develop classrooms, a library and theater in
the new facility to supplement the existing
structure.

It is exciting to watch the partnerships
flourish and to know that it is the students
and community who are the ultimate benefi-
ciaries of all the hard work.

- Scott Essex /




