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Th e ODA and USDA animal health regulatory 
programs closely monitor and regulate the 
movement of livestock across state lines. 
Approximately 129,000 livestock and other animals 
enter Oregon each year. Viruses, bacteria and 
unusual ticks, maggots or parasites do not respect 
state borders and are capable of “hitching a ride” into 
Oregon on imported animals. Th erefore, you should 
enforce…

Biosecurity on the farm or ranch to 
prevent disease in your herd.

Observe your animals daily for signs of disease.
Be aware of events and unusual behaviors of 
people near your animals.
Minimize your animals’ contact with other 
producers’ animals.
Know the health status and disease control 
programs of any herd from which you buy 
animals.
Be aware that visitors can bring disease to your 
herd. Only essential visitors should come in 
contact with your animals. Provide protective 
boots, gloves, and disinfectant for their use.
Use feed and medicine from known and trusted 
sources. 
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Sudden 
unexplained 
death, high 
fevers, or 
abortions.

Blisters or 
sores in the 
mouth or on 
the tongue, 
nose, teats, and 
feet; slobbering 
and lameness.

Staggering, 
falling, 
circling or 
other brain-
disorder type 
behaviors.

Unusual ticks, 
maggots, or 
parasites.
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YOU, the animal owner, are the fi rst line of defense 
against emergency animal disease. Immediate 
response is crucial. Th e fi rst 24 hours are the most 
important in stopping the spread of a disease.

In case of an emergency 
animal disease 

Move livestock to the center of the property, out 
of contact with other animals. 
Isolate animals showing illness.
Stop visitors from entering your property.
Stay on your property. Don’t expose others.
Wash and disinfect clothes, footwear, and 
equipment that comes in contact with animals.
Use the phone  —don’t visit friends with 
livestock.
Cooperate with the Emergency Animal Disease 
Eradication Program.
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Call your 
veterinarian!

If you recognize signs of a possible emergency 
animal disease, report them immediately!

Report

—



Web: oregon.gov/ODA/AHID

Protecting 
Oregon’s 
livestock

ODA state 
veterinarian
503-986-4680

USDA area 
veterinarian 
in charge
503-399-5871
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Th e health and well-being of Oregon’s livestock and 
state’s economy are at stake!

In 2004
Livestock production totaled over $949 million.
Oregon’s #2 commodity was cattle and calves 
which generated $503 million.
Th e dairy industry produced over $363 million 
in milk sales.
Horses and mules bring in over $26 million.
Th e poultry industry generated over 
$47 million in egg sales.
Th e sheep industry generated $10 million.

Disease outbreaks could bring the Oregon livestock 
industry to a halt. Other states and countries would 
restrict livestock movement and millions of dollars 
could be lost overnight.

Prevention or elimination of emergency animal 
disease outbreaks requires a unifi ed eff ort between 
the Oregon Department of Agriculture, US 
Department of Agriculture, industry professionals, 
and allied livestock industries.

Everyone plays a role 
in protecting Oregon 
livestock health!
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Is Oregon ready for a livestock foreign animal 
disease or pest outbreak?

Yes! With YOUR help.

Th e Oregon Department of Agriculture, Oregon 
State University Veterinary Diagnostic Laboratory, 
and the US Department of Agriculture are 
preparing, in advance, to prevent or respond to the 
introduction of an emergency animal disease or the 
invasion of a dangerous tick or pest. 

YOUR help is needed to protect Oregon from 
an emergency animal disease outbreak. As a 
livestock producer, livestock market owner, or 
feedlot operator, YOU are the front line defense 
for spotting and reporting possible signs of disease! 
You are a very important component in Oregon’s 
Emergency Disease Surveillance Program. 

The keys to protecting 
Oregon’s livestock 
industry

Prevent 

Recognize

Report

Respond
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What’s at stake?Is Oregon ready?


