UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE

NORTHEAST REGION

One Blackburn Drive

Gloucester, MA 01930-2298

January 31, 2003

Smal | Entity Conpliance Guide

Dear Permnmit Hol der:

This letter is to informyou that the Northeast nultispecies
managenment neasures (for both the comrercial and recreational
fisheries) that were inplenented through an interimaction on
August 1, 2002, consistent with the Settlenment Agreenent and
adopted by a Court Order in Conservation Law Foundation, et al.
v. Evans et al., have been extended for a second 180-day peri od.
Furthernore, we anticipate that the Secretary of Comrerce will

t ake subsequent action to inplenment simlar measures until such
time that Amendnent 13 to the Northeast Miltispecies Fishery
Managenent Plan is inplenented, which is expected by May 2004.
You will be informed of any such action through publication of a
rule in the Federal Register and an additional small entity
conpliance guide (letter).

If you are a limted access permt holder, your nultispecies
days-at-sea (DAS) allocation for the new fishing year begi nning
May 1, 2003, will be the sanme as the allocation of DAS that you

recei ved under the August 1, 2002, interimaction. |In contrast
to |l ast year, during the period May through July, 2003, DAS use
will not be limted to 25% of the annual allocation. Only

vessel s under the Day gill net designation are subject to the
differential DAS accounting rule under which trips greater than 3
hours, but less than or equal to 15 hours, will be counted as 15
hours.

Si ncerely,

@mﬂw

Patricia A Kurkul
Regi onal Adm ni strat or
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