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“No Downers” Campaign Update -January, 2001 

Last yew, the USDA announced a landmark policy Co atop purchasing meat 
from downed cows for Federul progrtlms, including the National School l,unch 

Prugr~m. The Agency st.atcd, “USDA will no longer acceppt ground beef that 

includes product from non-atnhulatoly cat.tlc, commonly known as ‘downers’.” This 

development shows a growing consensus - even 

government officials ----- rhnt the &;fk&lhg &k!l 

unacccprabic. 

Our chances of stopping the downed animal trade are hettcr now than ever. 
and letters are needed lo urge the Food and Drug Administration to grant 
pctitiun 9SY-OlSl/CYl to prohibit the slaughter trf downed animals. Please 

write today, and please encourage others to write as well: 

* Animals who 3re too sick or i?jurcil CVL?TI I.O st.snd should not be allowed to enter the 
human food chain. 

* In addition to posing an increased risk for bacterial contaminaGon, thtxc ih cGdcncc 

, t,hal some downed anim;& may bc uFflicleJ with a form of BSE (Bovine Spangiform 
Encephalopathy or “Mad Cow Disertse”), a disease which has been linked to a fatal 
human illness (CJD or Creutzfeldt-Jakob Disezise). 

* Downed animds comprise a very snx~ll percentage OF animals slaughtered. and I 
pwhibiling fhcir marketing will cause no utduc economic hardship. 

I 

: * Tndusrl,y experr.s have esrimated that 00% percent of downed snimals cm he ptr- 

vented with belt.cr care and hanrlli.ttg. Rcmrrving the market. for llc>~t~J Ynimirls will I 
provide an incentive to industry to prevent clowned irnimalb in the first phtl;e. 
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For more informarion, plcasc contact Farm Sanctuary or visit our NO Downers 

campaign wchsitc: www.nodowners.org 

Thank you for caring! 
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