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Subpart A—Purpose and
Definitions

§581.101 Purpose.

(a) Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law (including section 407 of
title 42, United States Code, section
5301 of title 38, United States Code, and
sections 8346 and 8470 of title 5, United
States Code), section 659 of title 42,
United States Code, as amended, pro-
vides that moneys, the entitlement to
which is based upon remuneration for
employment, due from, or payable by,
the United States or the District of Co-
lumbia to any individual, shall be sub-
ject, in like manner and to the same
extent as if the United States or the
District of Columbia were a private
person:

(1) To legal process for the enforce-
ment of an obligor’s legal obligations
to provide child support, alimony, or
both, resulting from an action brought
by an individual obligee; and

(2) To withholding in accordance
with State law enacted pursuant to
subsections (a)(1) and (b) of section 666
of title 42, United States Code, and to
regulations of the Secretary of Health
and Human Services under such sub-
sections, and to any other legal process
brought by a State agency subject to
regulations of the Secretary of Health
and Human Services that is admin-
istering a program under an approved
State plan to enforce the legal obliga-
tions of obligors to provide child sup-
port and alimony.

(b) Section 659 of title 42, United
States Code, as amended, provides fur-
ther that each governmental entity
shall be subject to the same require-
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ments as would apply if the govern-
mental entity were a private person,
except as set forth in this part.

[63 FR 14757, Mar. 26, 1998]

§581.102 Definitions.

In this part: (a) The executive branch
of the Government of the United States
means all ‘‘governmental entities” as
defined in this section, including there-
in the territories and possessions of the
United States, the United States Post-
al Service, the Postal Rate Commis-
sion, any wholly owned Federal cor-
poration created by an Act of Congress,
and the government of the District of
Columbia.

(b) Governmental entity means each
department, both civilian and military,
agency, independent establishment, or
instrumentality of the executive
branch, including the United States
Postal Service, the Postal Rate Com-
mission, any wholly owned Federal cor-
poration created by an Act of Congress,
any office, commission, bureau, or
other administrative subdivision or
creature of the executive branch, and
the governments of the District of Co-
lumbia and of the territories and pos-
sessions of the United States.

(c) Private person means a person who
does not have sovereign or other spe-
cial immunity or privilege which
causes that person not be be subject to
legal process.

(d) Child support means the amounts
required to be paid for the support and
maintenance of a child, including a
child who has attained the age of ma-
jority under the law of the issuing
State, or a child and the parent with
whom the child is living, which pro-
vides for monetary support, health
care, arrearages or reimbursement, and
which may include other related costs
and fees, interest and penalties, income
withholding, attorney’s fees, and other
relief.

(e) Alimony means periodic payments
of funds for the support and mainte-
nance of the spouse (or former spouse)
of the individual, and (subject to and in
accordance with State law) includes
separate maintenance, alimony
pendente lite, maintenance, and spous-
al support, and includes attorney’s
fees, interest, and court costs when and
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