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IFR AERONAUTICAL CHART SYMBOLS

IFR Enroute Low/High Altitude (U.S. & Alaska Charts)
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Oceanic Route Charts
North Atlantic and North Pacific Route Charts
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GENERAL INFORMATION
Symbols shown are for the Instrument Flight Rules (IFR) Enroute Low and High Altitude Charts.
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AIRPORTS

AIRPORT DATA
IFR ENROUTE LOW/
HIGH ALTITUDE 
CHARTS
AERONAUTICAL 
INFORMATION

AIRPORT DATA 
DEPICTION

CIVIL

CIVIL AND 
MILITARY

MILITARY

SEAPLANE - 
CIVIL

SEAPLANE - 
CIVIL AND 
MILITARY

SEAPLANE - 
MILITARY

HELIPORT

AIRPORTS
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RADIO AIDS TO NAVIGATION

VHF 
OMNIDIRECTIONAL 
RADIO RANGE 
(VOR)

DISTANCE 
MEASURING 
EQUIPMENT (DME)

TACTICAL 
AIR 
NAVIGATION 
(TACAN)

NON-DIRECTIONAL 
RADIO BEACON 
(NDB)

MARINE 
RADIO BEACON 
(RBN)

COMPASS 
LOCATOR 
BEACON

ILS LOCALIZER

WAYPOINT DATA

WAYPOINT

NAVIGATION and 
COMMUNICATION 
BOXES

RADIO AIDS TO NAVIGATION
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AIRSPACE INFORMATION

LOW ALTITUDE 
AIRWAYS

HIGH ALTITUDE 
ROUTES

SINGLE 
DIRECTION 
ROUTES

DIRECTION OF 
FLIGHT INDICATOR

SUBSTITUTE 
ROUTE

UNUSABLE 
ROUTE

BY-PASS 
ROUTE

MILITARY 
TRAINING 
ROUTES (MTR)

AIRWAY 
RESTRICTION

REPORTING 
POINT

TACTICAL AIR 
NAVIGATION 
(TACAN)
FIX

RADIALS 
AND
BEARINGS 

All radials and bearings 
are magnetic

FACILITY
LOCATORS

MILEAGES

All Mileages are 
Nautical (NM)

DISTANCE 
MEASURING 
EQUIPMENT (DME) 
FIX

MINIMUM 
ENROUTE 
ALTITUDE (MEA)

All Altitudes Are MSL 
Unless Otherwise Noted

MINIMUM
ENROUTE
ALTITUDE (MEA) 
GAP

AIRSPACE INFORMATION
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MAXIMUM 
AUTHORIZED 
ALTITUDE (MAA)

All Altitudes Are MSL 
Unless Otherwise 
Noted

MINIMUM
OBSTRUCTION 
CLEARANCE 
ALTITUDE (MOCA)

All Altitudes Are MSL 
Unless Otherwise 
Noted

CHANGEOVER 
POINT

ALTITUDE 
CHANGE

MINIMUM 
CROSSING 
ALTITUDE (MCA)

MINIMUM 
RECEPTION 
ALTITUDE (MRA)

HOLDING 
PATTERNS

AIR 
DEFENSE
IDENTIFICATION 
ZONE (ADIZ)

AIR
ROUTE 
TRAFFIC
CONTROL 
CENTER (ARTCC)

AIRSPACE INFORMATION

AIR TRAFFIC
SERVICE
IDENTIFICATION 
DATA

ALTIMETER
SETTING 
CHANGE

FLIGHT 
INFORMATION 
REGIONS (FIR)

CONTROL 
AREAS (CTA)

UPPER
INFORMATION 
REGIONS (UIR)

UPPER
CONTROL AREAS 
(UTA)

ADDITIONAL 
CONTROL 
AREAS

OFF ROUTE
OBSTRUCTION
CLEARANCE
ALTITUDE
(OROCA)

AIRSPACE INFORMATION
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SPECIAL USE 
AIRSPACE

SPECIAL USE 
AIRSPACE 
Continued

AIRSPACE INFORMATION

CONTROLLED 
AIRSPACE

AIRSPACE INFORMATION
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CONTROLLED 
AIRSPACE

CONTROLLED 
AIRSPACE
Canada Only

UNCONTROLLED 
AIRSPACE

NAVIGATIONAL  AND PROCEDURAL INFORMATION

ISOGONIC LINE 
AND VALUE

TIME ZONE

ENLARGEMENT 
AREA

AIRSPACE INFORMATION

MATCH MARK

CRUISING 
ALTITUDES 
U.S. only

NOTES

NAVIGATIONAL  AND PROCEDURAL INFORMATION
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MORSE CODE

CULTURE

BOUNDARIES
CULTURE & 
HYDROGRAPHY

International 

U.S. /Russia 
Maritime Line

Date Line

HYDROGRAPHY

SHORELINE

NAVIGATIONAL  AND PROCEDURAL INFORMATION FILLER
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AIRPORTS

AIRPORT DATA

LANDPLANE-CIVIL
Refueling and repair 
facilities for normal 
traffic.

LANDPLANE-CIVIL 
AND MILITARY
Refueling and repair 
facilities for normal
traffic.

LANDPLANE-
MILITARY
Refueling and repair 
facilities for normal
traffic.

RADIO AIDS TO NAVIGATION

VHF 
OMNIDIRECTIONAL 
RADIO RANGE 
(VOR)

DISTANCE 
MEASURING 
EQUIPMENT 
(DME)

TACTICAL AIR 
NAVIGATION (TACAN)

NON-DIRECTIONAL 
RADIO BEACON 
(NDB)

DISTANCE 
MEASURING 
EQUIPMENT 
(DME)

IDENTIFICATION BOX
OCEANIC ROUTE 
CHARTS

AIRSPACE INFORMATION

AIR TRAFFIC SER-
VICE (ATS) OCEANIC 
ROUTES

Note: Mileages are 
Nautical (NM)

ATS SINGLE DIREC-
TION ROUTE

AERIAL 
REFUELING 
TRACKS

AIR DEFENSE 
IDENTIFICATION 
ZONE (ADIZ)

AIR ROUTE 
TRAFFIC CONTROL 
CENTER (ARTCC)

FLIGHT 
INFORMATION 
REGIONS (FIR) 
and/or (CTA)

UPPER 
INFORMATION 
REGIONS (UIR)

UPPER CONTROL
AREAS (UTA)

OCEANIC CONTROL 
AREAS (OCA)
and /or (CTA /FIR)

ADDITIONAL 
OCEANIC CONTROL 
AREAS

Note: Limits not
shown when coinci-
dent with Warning 
Areas.

BUFFER ZONE

NON-FREE 
FLYING ZONE

NORTH ATLANTIC / 
MINIMUM 
NAVIGATION 
PERFORMANCE 
SPECIFICATIONS 
(NAT/MNPS)

REPORTING 
POINTS

SPECIAL USE 
AIRSPACE

Warning Area

Special Use

12 Mile Limit

UNCONTROLLED 
AIRSPACE

AIRSPACE INFORMATION
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NAVIGATIONAL AND PROCEDURAL INFORMATION

MILEAGE CIRCLES

Note: Mileages are 
Nautical (NM)

Time Zone
Note: All time is
Coordinated Uni-
versal (Standard) 
Time (UTC)

Overlap Marks

NPRC Only

COMPASS ROSE

Note: Compass 
Roses oriented to 
Magnetic North

NOTES 

WARNING

CULTURAL BOUNDARIES

INTERNATIONAL

MARITIME 

DATE LINE

HYDROGRAPHY

SHORELINES




