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Efforts Under Investigation

• EPA exploring several options
– Source reduction in lamps
– Recycling
– Other proper disposal options
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Source Reduction

• Reducing the total 
amount of mercury 
used in lamps without 
sacrificing lamp 
performance or quality
– Increases net emissions 

benefits 
– Requires exact dosing
– Limits occupational 

exposure
– Reduces emissions if 

landfilled or incinerated Estimated CFL content average:                
5 milligrams
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Source Reduction

Mercury Content of 4-Foot Fluorescent Lamps
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Source Reduction
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Source Reduction

• Average likely decreasing already:
– EU’s Restrictions on Hazardous Waste Substances 

(ROHS) 5 milligram limit
– NEMA voluntary adoption of mercury content limits (5 

milligram, with 6 milligrams for higher wattages); will 
become a NEMA standard in 2007

– Japan, South Korea and China passed ROHS-like 
laws

• Increasing lamp life and efficiency is also a form 
of source reduction
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Source Reduction

1 milligram

Feit’s Ecobulb 
2.5 – 3.5 

milligrams

Mercury content is becoming a market differentiator

Alto technology between 
1.4 and 2.3 milligrams
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Recycling

• Disposal in household trash is legal at the federal 
level and in most states, but EPA is actively 
encouraging proper disposal

• The challenge: disposal and recycling options vary 
by location
– Check with local waste management agency or visit 

www.lamprecycle.org for state contacts
– www.earth911.org provides zip code-based recycling 

options
– OSW launching mercury recycling web site in ~3 months
– Check with local retailers (IKEA, ACE, TrueValue, etc.)

http://www.lamprecycle.org/
http://www.earth911.org/
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Recycling

• EPA has formed a voluntary working 
group to educate retailers and 
stakeholders on this complex issue
– Working meeting with retailers planned in May

• Manufacturers, retailers and utility 
programs all need to educate consumers 
on proper disposal
– Also encouraging development of alliances 

with municipalities and state agencies
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Recycling
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Recycling
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Other Proper Disposal Options

• Important to be clear that CFLs are still 
environmentally preferable even if recycling isn’t 
available!
– “We have children in our home, so we’ve removed all 

the CFLs.”  CFLs do not contain methyl mercury
– CFLs are not a significant source of human-caused 

mercury emissions (actually a net emissions benefit); 
estimated at less than 0.01% of total U.S. emissions

– Coal-fired power plants represent single-largest 
contributor: 40% 

– Consumers can make the biggest difference in 
mercury emissions by using less energy

• CFLs should be diverted from municipal waste 
incinerators
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EPA Communication Tools
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Next Steps

• Consumer FAQ currently being updated
• Developing a stakeholder FAQ

– Broader context with focus on the big picture
– Why it’s important to continue CFL promotion

• Setting agenda for May working session with 
retailers

• Proper disposal information will be better 
integrated into Change a Light materials this fall

• Utilities and retailers can help by providing clear, 
specific information for community residents
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Questions?
Questions?
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