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TABLE 12.—COMPARISON OF FINAL 2007 AND FINAL 2008 AND 2009 TOTAL ALLOWABLE CATCH IN THE GULF OF 
ALASKA—Continued 

[Values are rounded to the nearest metric ton] 

Species 2007 2008 2009 

Other skates ................................................................................................................................ 1,617 2,104 2,104 
Demersal shelf rockfish ............................................................................................................... 410 382 382 
Atka mackerel .............................................................................................................................. 1,500 1,500 1,500 
‘‘Other species’’ ........................................................................................................................... 4,500 4,500 4,500 

Total ...................................................................................................................................... 269,912 262,826 279,264 

Current Estimates of Halibut Biomass 
and Stock Condition 

The most recent halibut stock 
assessment was developed by the 
International Pacific Halibut 
Commission (IPHC) staff in December 
2007 for the 2008 commercial fishery; 
this assessment was considered by the 
IPHC at its annual January 2008 
meeting. Information from ongoing 
passive integrated transponder (PIT) tag 
recoveries, as well as inconsistencies in 
the traditional closed-area stock 
assessments for some areas has 
prompted the IPHC to reexamine the 
stock assessment framework and 
corresponding harvest policy. It had 
been assumed that once the halibut 
reached legal commercial size there was 
little movement between regulatory 
areas. PIT tag recoveries indicate greater 
movement between regulatory areas 
than previously thought. In response to 
this new information, IPHC staff 
developed a coast-wide assessment 
based on a single stock. The assessment 
recommends a coast-wide harvest rate of 
20 percent of the exploitable biomass 
overall, but a lower harvest rate of 15 
percent for Areas 4B, C, D, and E. The 
current exploitable halibut biomass in 
Alaska for 2008 was estimated to be 361 
million pounds, down from 414 million 
pounds estimated for 2007. 
Approximately half of the decrease is 
due to changes in the assessment model 
and the other half to anticipated lower 
commercial and survey catch rates in 
2008. The female spawning biomass 
remains far above the minimum which 
occurred in the 1970s. 

The halibut resource is fully utilized. 
Recent average catches (1994–2006) in 
the commercial halibut fisheries in 
Alaska have averaged 33,970 mt round 
weight. Catch in waters off Alaska is 26 
percent higher than long-term potential 
yield for the entire halibut stock, 
reflecting the good condition of the 
Pacific halibut resource. In January 
2008, the IPHC staff recommended 
Alaska commercial catch limits totaling 
30,349 mt round weight for 2008, a 4 
percent decrease from 31,667 mt in 
2007. Through December 31, 2007, 
commercial hook-and-line harvests of 
halibut off Alaska totaled 29,844 mt 
round weight. 

Additional information on the Pacific 
halibut stock assessment may be found 
in the IPHC’s 2007 Pacific halibut stock 
assessment (December 2007), available 
on the IPHC Web site at http:// 
www.iphc.washington.edu. The IPHC 
considered the 2007 Pacific halibut 
assessment for 2008 at its January 2008 
annual meeting when the IPHC set the 
2008 commercial halibut fishery quotas. 

Other Factors 

The proposed 2008 and 2009 harvest 
specifications (72 FR 68810, December 
6, 2007) discuss potential impacts of 
expected fishing for groundfish on 
halibut stocks, as well as methods 
available for, and costs of, reducing 
halibut bycatch in the groundfish 
fisheries. 

Halibut Discard Mortality Rates 

The Council recommends and NMFS 
concurs that the halibut discard 

mortality rates (DMRs) recommended by 
the IPHC for the 2008 and 2009 GOA 
groundfish fisheries be used to monitor 
the 2008 and 2009 GOA halibut bycatch 
mortality limits. The IPHC 
recommended use of long-term average 
DMRs for the 2008 and 2009 groundfish 
fisheries. The IPHC will analyze 
observer data annually and recommend 
changes to the DMRs where a DMR 
shows large variation from the mean. 
Most of the IPHC’s assumed DMRs were 
based on an average of mortality rates 
determined from NMFS observer data 
collected between 1996 and 2005. Long- 
term average DMRs were not available 
for some fisheries, so rates from the 
most recent years were used. For the 
‘‘other species’’ and skate fisheries, 
where insufficient mortality data are 
available, the mortality rate of halibut 
caught in the Pacific cod fishery for that 
gear type was recommended as a default 
rate. The GOA DMRs for 2008 and 2009 
are unchanged from those used in 2007. 
The DMRs for hook-and-line targeted 
fisheries range from 10 to 14 percent. 
The DMRs for trawl target fisheries 
range from 53 to 76 percent. Each DMR 
for the pot target fisheries is 16 percent. 
The final halibut DMRs for vessels 
fishing in the GOA for 2008 and 2009 
are listed in Table 13. A copy of the 
document justifying these DMRs is 
available from the Council (see 
ADDRESSES) and is discussed in the final 
2007 SAFE report, dated November 
2007. 

TABLE 13.—FINAL 2008 AND 2009 HALIBUT DISCARD MORTALITY RATES FOR VESSELS FISHING IN THE GULF OF ALASKA 
[Values are percent of halibut bycatch assumed to be dead] 

Gear Target fishery Mortality 
rate (%) 

Hook-and-line ................................................................................ Other species ............................................................................... 14 
Skates .......................................................................................... 14 
Pacific cod ................................................................................... 14 
Rockfish ....................................................................................... 10 

Trawl .............................................................................................. Arrowtooth flounder ..................................................................... 69 
Atka mackerel .............................................................................. 60 
Deep-water flatfish ....................................................................... 53 
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TABLE 13.—FINAL 2008 AND 2009 HALIBUT DISCARD MORTALITY RATES FOR VESSELS FISHING IN THE GULF OF 
ALASKA—Continued 

[Values are percent of halibut bycatch assumed to be dead] 

Gear Target fishery Mortality 
rate (%) 

Flathead sole ............................................................................... 61 
Non-pelagic pollock ..................................................................... 59 
Other species ............................................................................... 63 
Skates .......................................................................................... 63 
Pacific cod ................................................................................... 63 
Pelagic pollock ............................................................................. 76 
Rex sole ....................................................................................... 63 
Rockfish ....................................................................................... 67 
Sablefish ...................................................................................... 65 
Shallow-water flatfish ................................................................... 71 

Pot ................................................................................................. Other species ............................................................................... 16 
Skates .......................................................................................... 16 
Pacific cod ................................................................................... 16 

American Fisheries Act (AFA) Catcher/ 
Processor and Catcher Vessel 
Groundfish Harvest and PSC Limits 

Section 679.64 establishes groundfish 
harvesting and processing sideboard 
limitations on AFA catcher/processors 
and catcher vessels in the GOA. These 
sideboard limits are necessary to protect 
the interests of fishermen and 
processors who have not directly 
benefitted from the AFA from fishermen 
and processors who have received 
exclusive harvesting and processing 
privileges under the AFA. Section 
679.7(k)(1)(ii) prohibits listed AFA 
catcher/processors from harvesting any 
species of fish in the GOA. 

Additionally, § 679.7(k)(1)(iv) prohibits 
listed AFA catcher/processors from 
processing any pollock harvested in a 
directed pollock fishery in the GOA and 
any groundfish harvested in Statistical 
Area 630 of the GOA. 

AFA catcher vessels that are less than 
125 ft (38.1 m) LOA, have annual 
landings of pollock in the Bering Sea 
and Aleutian Islands less than 5,100 mt, 
and have made at least 40 groundfish 
landings from 1995 through 1997 are 
exempt from GOA sideboard limits 
under § 679.64(b)(2)(ii). Sideboard 
limits for non-exempt AFA catcher 
vessels in the GOA are based on their 
traditional harvest levels of TAC in 
groundfish fisheries covered by the 

GOA FMP. Section 679.64(b)(3)(iii) 
establishes the groundfish sideboard 
limitations in the GOA based on the 
retained catch of non-exempt AFA 
catcher vessels of each sideboard 
species from 1995 through 1997 divided 
by the TAC for that species over the 
same period. The final 2008 and 2009 
non-exempt AFA catcher vessel 
groundfish harvest sideboard limitations 
are listed in Tables 14 and 15, 
respectively. All catch of sideboard 
species made by non-exempt AFA 
catcher vessels, whether as targeted 
catch or incidental catch, will be 
deducted from the sideboard limits in 
Tables 14 and 15. 

TABLE 14.—FINAL 2008 GOA NON-EXEMPT AMERICAN FISHERIES ACT CATCHER VESSEL (CV) GROUNDFISH HARVEST 
SIDEBOARD LIMITATIONS 

[Values are in metric tons] 

Species Apportionments by season/ 
gear 

Area/ 
component 

Ratio of 1995– 
1997 non- 

exempt AFA 
CV catch to 
1995–1997 

TAC 

2008 TAC 

2008 non- 
exempt AFA 

catcher vessel 
sideboard 

Pollock ................................... A Season, January 20– 
March 10.

Shumagin (610) ....................
Chirikof (620) ........................

0.6112 
0.1427 

3,322 
6,215 

2,030 
887 

Kodiak (630) ......................... 0.2438 3,069 748 
B Season, March 10–May 31 Shumagin (610) .................... 0.6112 3,321 2,030 

Chirikof (620) ........................ 0.1427 7,576 1,081 
Kodiak (630) ......................... 0.2438 1,709 417 

C Season, August 25–Octo-
ber 1.

Shumagin (610) ....................
Chirikof (620) ........................

0.6112 
0.1427 

5,480 
2,695 

3,349 
385 

Kodiak (630) ......................... 0.2438 4,431 1,080 
D Season, October 1–No-

vember 1.
Shumagin (610) ....................
Chirikof (620) ........................

0.6112 
0.1427 

5,479 
2,695 

3,349 
385 

Kodiak (630) ......................... 0.2438 4,431 1,080 
Annual ................................... WYK (640) ............................ 0.3499 1,517 531 

SEO (650) ............................. 0.3499 8,240 2,883 
Pacific cod ............................. A Season 1, January 1–June 

10.
W inshore ..............................
W offshore ............................

0.1423 
0.1026 

10,502 
1,167 

1,494 
120 

C inshore .............................. 0.0722 15,350 1,108 
C offshore ............................. 0.0721 1,706 123 

B Season 2, September 1– 
December 31.

W inshore ..............................
W offshore ............................

0.1423 
0.1026 

7,002 
778 

996 
80 

C inshore .............................. 0.0722 10,233 739 
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