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••Mallard predictions for 2003Mallard predictions for 2003

••CarryCarry--over regulatory issues from 2002over regulatory issues from 2002
*framework*framework--date extensionsdate extensions
*regulatory constraints*regulatory constraints
*other species considerations*other species considerations
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Mallard predictions for 2003Mallard predictions for 2003

PondsBpop
MidcontinentMidcontinent

R1.1212.6201.1977.101
2003

(predicted)

L0.1051.4390.2588.533
2002

(observed)

Reg.SD(N)NSD(N)N

Bpop
EasternEastern

L0.1360.933
2003

(predicted)

L0.0641.005
2002

(observed)

Reg.SD(N)N
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States' Intention of Selecting Framework Extensions

Extended opening date

Extended closing date

Both extended opening and closing dates

CarryCarry--over issues: over issues: framework datesframework dates

predictedpredicted

Harvest rate changes: midcontinent mallards +15%; eastern +5%



States' Intention of Selecting Framework Extensions

Extended opening date

Extended closing date

Both extended opening and closing dates

CarryCarry--over issues: over issues: framework datesframework dates

observedobserved

Harvest rate changes: midcontinent mallards ? eastern ?



CarryCarry--over issues: over issues: regulatory alternativesregulatory alternatives

••No closed season when No closed season when bpopbpop>5.5m>5.5m

••No VR alternativeNo VR alternative

••Only oneOnly one--step changes between yearsstep changes between years



CarryCarry--over issues: over issues: regulatory alternativesregulatory alternatives
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CarryCarry--over issues: over issues: species impactsspecies impacts

Alternative A:
-focus: mallards
-goal: maximize mallard harvest,

while avoiding seasons that
push other species below
NAWMP goals

-independent seasons:  >1

Alternative B:
-focus: species' guilds
-goal: maximize duck harvest in

the aggregate
-independent seasons:  2

Alternative C:
-focus: "least common denominator"
-goal: maximize LCD harvest
-independent seasons:  1
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CarryCarry--over issues: over issues: species impactsspecies impacts



SummarySummary

•expect declines in both eastern (-7%) and midcontinent mallard (-16%)
bpops in 2003; forecast is for Restrictive regulation in 3 western Flyways

•framework-date extensions:  mallard harvest rates predicted to increase by
5% and 15% for eastern and midcontinent mallards, respectively, but some
differences in expected & observed use (especially early extensions)

•constraints on regulatory alternatives affect their expected frequency of
application, but appear to have little effect on avg. population size & harvest;
1-step constraint effectively reduces variability in annual regs (fewer C & L)

•multi-species AHM:  discussion of strategic direction just beginning;
NAWMP goal for midcontinent mallard AHM appears to provide adequate
protection for other midcontinent species (notable exceptions are pintails & 
perhaps scaup)


