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                                                              PREFACE

Information on institutional planning and descriptive matters is often lost due to the attitude
that documents which contain such information have little lasting value, with the consequence
that the documents are typically not entered into any enduring scientific, technical, or even
administrative series.

I disagree with that attitude.  In 1996, I proposed to the NEFSC’s Deputy Center Director,
George Grice, the following:

There have been numerous times that people both outside and inside the Center, including
myself, have sought information on the organization, facilities, programs, personnel,
funding, and publications of the Center back through time.  Not only is such information
of interest from an historical perspective, but it also has value from the standpoint of
current and future planning and evaluation efforts....[N]one of these documents have
been entered into any documentary series which guarantees their availability to future
generations.  In fact, I suspect that the only copy of some of these documents exists in my
files.  I intend to compile these separate documents into a single issue of the reference
document series, with an appropriate introduction.  As future Center description
documents are prepared, I intend to enter them as "separates" into the series so that the
information is, again, not lost to future generations.

The Deputy Director immediately endorsed the effort.  It took nine years for the project to work
its way to the top of the stack, but this compilation represents the completion of the project.
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INTRODUCTION

Compiled in this document are 35 planning and description documents for the Northeast
Fisheries Science Center (NEFSC), its component laboratories, and their predecessors during
1955-2005.  The 35 documents are assigned to one of three categories.  The first category (Table
1) includes 21 documents which deal with the whole organization (e.g., NEFSC, Middle Atlantic
Coastal Fisheries Center) or a whole facility (e.g., Woods Hole Laboratory, Sandy Hook
Laboratory).  The second category (Table 2) includes nine documents which deal with major
research topics (e.g., aquaculture, food webs, pollution).  The third category (Table 3) includes
seven documents (five unique to this table and two shared with Table 1) which deal with
research support programs (e.g., library services, editorial services, public affairs)

Only those documents developed wholly or in part by the NEFSC, its component
laboratories, or their predecessors are included.  Those documents developed wholly by higher
levels (e.g., regional offices, headquarters) in the parental agencies -- even if those documents
deal with planning and descriptive matters for the NEFSC, its component laboratories, and their
predecessors -- are excluded.

Undoubtedly, some documents which would qualify for inclusion in this compilation have
not been identified; those developed in the earliest portion of the 50-year period are most at risk
for such.  Even for those documents which are included in this compilation, there are instances
of missing pages as well as instances (associated with mimeographed copying) of missing
portions of pages.

On the surface, it would seem that description documents and planning documents represent
two different views:  the former looking at the present and the latter looking at the future. 
However, it is difficult to describe a research program without including some explanation as to
why that research is being conducted; in other words, there is almost always an implied program
planning aspect to every program description document.  Analogously, it is difficult to plan for
changes in the research being conducted without some explanation of what research is already
being conducted; in other words, there is almost always an implied program description aspect to
every program planning document.  The two are typically complementary.

For program planning and description documents which deal with whole organizations or
facilities (Table 1), an aspect that is often overlooked by those documents is the broad reason, or
rationale, for why the document was prepared in the first place.  For those who would wish to
use previous program planning and description documents as a resource for their own program
planning and description efforts, this underlying rationale is valuable for understanding why
those previous documents were approached and constructed as they were.  In an attempt to
supply this rationale for the 21 documents in Table 1, the table includes a “Comments” box for
each document which focuses on the rationale.

For program planning and description documents which deal with major research topics
(Table 2) and research support programs (Table 3), the rationale for the preparation of those
documents is either explicitly or implicitly mentioned within them.
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style contained in the current edition of the United States
Government Printing Office Style Manual.  That style
manual is silent on many aspects of scientific manuscripts.
The CRD series relies more on the CBE/CSE Style
Manual.  Manuscripts should be prepared to conform with 
these style manuals.

The CRD series uses the American Fisheries Society’s
guides to names of fishes, mollusks, and decapod crusta-
ceans, the Society for Marine Mammalogy’s guide to names
of marine mammals, the Biosciences Information Service’s
guide to serial title abbreviations, and the International Stan-
dardization Organization’s guide to statistical terms.

For in-text citation, use the name-date system.  A spe-
cial effort should be made to ensure that all necessary bib-
liographic information is included in the list of cited works.
Personal communications must include date, full name, and
full mailing address of the contact.

Preparation:  Type a clean/neat, single-spaced version of
the document.  The document must be paginated continu-
ously from beginning to end and must have a “Table of
Contents.”  Begin the preliminary pages of the document
— always the “Table of Contents” — with page “iii.”  Be-
gin the body of the document — normally the “Introduc-
tion” — with page “1,” and continuously paginate all pages
including tables, figures, appendices, and indices.  You can
insert blank pages as appropriate throughout the document,
but account for them in your pagination (e.g., if your last
figure ends on an odd-numbered/right-hand page such as
“75,” and if your next page is the first page of an appendix,
then you would normally insert a blank page after the last
figure, and paginate the first page of the appendix as “77”
to make it begin on an odd-numbered/right-hand page also).
Forward the final version to the Editorial Office as both a
paper copy and electronically (i.e., e-mail attachment, 3.5-
inch floppy disk, high-density zip disk, or CD).  For pur-
poses of publishing the CRD series only, the use of Microsoft
Word is preferable to the use of Corel WordPerfect.

Production and Distribution:  The Editorial Office will
develop the inside and outside front covers, the inside and
outside back covers, and the title and bibliographic control
pages (pages “i” and “ii”) of the document, then combine
those covers and preliminary pages with the text that you
have supplied.  The document will then be issued online.

Paper copies of the four covers and two preliminary
pages will be sent to the sole/senior NEFSC author should
he/she wish to prepare some paper copies of the overall
document as well.  The Editorial Office will only produce
three paper copies (i.e., two copies for the NEFSC’s librar-
ies and one copy for its own archives) of the overall docu-
ment.

A number of organizations and individuals in the
Northeast Region will be notified by e-mail of the avail-
ability of the online version of the document.  The sole/
senior NEFSC author of the document will receive a list of
those so notified.



Research Communications Branch
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166 Water St.

Woods Hole, MA 02543-1026

Publications and Reports
of the

Northeast Fisheries Science Center
The mission of NOAA's National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) is "stewardship of living marine resources for
the benefit of the nation through their science-based conservation and management and promotion of the health of
their environment."  As the research arm of the NMFS's Northeast Region, the Northeast Fisheries Science Center
(NEFSC) supports the NMFS mission by "conducting ecosystem-based research and assessments of living marine
resources, with a focus on the Northeast Shelf, to promote the recovery and long-term sustainability of these
resources and to generate social and economic opportunities and benefits from their use."  Results of NEFSC
research are largely reported in primary scientific media (e.g., anonymously-peer-reviewed scientific journals).
However, to assist itself in providing data, information, and advice to its constituents, the NEFSC occasionally
releases its results in its own media.  Currently, there are three such media:

NOAA Technical Memorandum NMFS-NE   --   This series is issued irregularly.  The series typically includes:  data reports of long-
term field or lab studies of important species or habitats; synthesis reports for important species or habitats; annual reports of overall
assessment or monitoring programs; manuals describing program-wide surveying or experimental techniques; literature surveys of
important species or habitat topics; proceedings and collected papers of scientific meetings; and indexed and/or annotated
bibliographies. All issues receive internal scientific review and most issues receive technical and copy editing.

Northeast Fisheries Science Center Reference Document   --   This series is issued irregularly.  The series typically includes:  data
reports on field and lab studies; progress reports on experiments, monitoring, and assessments; background papers for, collected
abstracts of, and/or summary reports of scientific meetings; and simple bibliographies.  All issues receive internal scientific review, 
no issues received technical editing, and most issues receive some copy editing.

Resource Survey Report (formerly Fishermen's Report)   --   This information report is a quick-turnaround report on the distribution
and relative abundance of selected living marine resources as derived from each of the NEFSC's periodic research vessel surveys
of the Northeast's continental shelf.  There is no scientific review, nor any technical or copy editing, of this report.

OBTAINING A COPY:  To obtain a copy of a NOAA Technical Memorandum NMFS-NE or a Northeast Fisheries Science Center
Reference Document, or to subscribe to the Resource Survey Report, either contact the NEFSC Editorial Office (166 Water St.,
Woods Hole, MA 02543-1026; 508-495-2350) or consult the NEFSC webpage on "Reports and Publications" (http://
www.nefsc.noaa.gov/nefsc/publications/).

ANY USE OF TRADE OR BRAND NAMES IN ANY NEFSC PUBLICATION OR REPORT DOES NOT IMPLY
ENDORSEMENT.
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