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Mission of CCHIT

To accelerate the adoptionTo accelerate the adoption
of robust, interoperable health IT of robust, interoperable health IT 

throughout the US healthcare system,throughout the US healthcare system,
by creating an efficient, credible, by creating an efficient, credible, 
sustainable mechanism for the sustainable mechanism for the 

certification of health IT products. certification of health IT products. 
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Background

• July 2004: Certification of health IT products a key action in HHS 
Strategic Framework

• Sept 2004: AHIMA, HIMSS, and the Alliance fund and launch 
CCHIT

• June 2005: Eight additional organizations add $325k funding 
support

• July 2005: HHS announces health IT Strategy and releases RFP 
for Compliance Certification

• Sept 2005: CCHIT awarded a three-year, $7.5M HHS contract to 
develop and assess EHR and network certification criteria and 
inspection process
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Organization

Board of 
Commissioners

Work Group:

Functionality

Work Group:
Inter-

operability

Work Group:
Security & 
Reliability

Work Group:
Certification 

Process

Private Sector:
- Vendors & Vendor Associations
- Providers & Provider Organizations
- Payer/Purchasers & Organizations
- Health Consumer Organizations
- Quality Organizations
- Clinical and Health Services Research
- Standards Development Organizations

Work Group: Use Case and Test Plan

Public Sector:
- Safety Net Providers
- Public Health Agencies
- NIST
- Other Federal Agencies and

Coordinating Bodies, e.g.:
HHS, VA, DoD, DoC, DHS,
EPA, NSF, GSA

Stakeholders
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Diverse Stakeholder Representation 
in Governance and Development

• At least two from each group:
– Healthcare Providers
– Health IT Vendors
– Purchasers/payers

• At least one from each group:
– Clinical and health-services 

researchers
– Federal government agencies
– Health care consumers
– Public health agencies
– Safety net providers
– Standards development 

organizations
– Quality improvement organizations

• Open Call for Participation
– 275 applicants responded
– Rank by qualifications then adjust for 

balance
• Co-Chairs

– Two co-chairs per work group
– Represent two different stakeholders

• Members
– Eight to 10 members per workgroup
– Qualified experts
– Diversity of backgrounds

Commission Work Groups
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Board of Commissioners

• Abha Agrawal, MD
Director, Medical Informatics
Kings County Hospital

• Stephen Badger
Chief Executive Officer
GWU Medical Faculty Associates

• David W. Bates, MD, MSc
Chief, General Medicine
Brigham and Women’s Hospital

• Karen M. Bell, MD
Acting Director, Office of Health IT Adoption
ONCHIT

• Bruce Nedrow (Ned) Calonge, MD
Chief Medical Officer
Colo. Dept of Public Health & Environment

• Kelly Cronin
Senior Advisor to the Administrator
CMS

• Suzanne Delbanco,
Executive Director 
The Leapfrog Group

• Jane L. Delgado, PhD, MS
President and CEO
National Alliance for Hispanic Health

• John Hummel
Corporate CIO & Senior VP of IS
Sutter Health   

• Sam Karp
Chief Program Officer
California HealthCare Foundation

• Mark Leavitt, MD, PhD
Chair, CCHIT
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Board of Commissioners
(continued)

• Charles Kennedy, MD
VP of Clinical Informatics
WellPoint Health Networks Inc.

• Graham O. King
President, IT Business
McKesson Information Solutions

• Jane B. Metzger
Vice President 
First Consulting Group

• Susan R. Miller, RN, FACMPE
Administrator
Family Practice Assoc. of Lexington, KY

• Susan N. Postal, MBA, RHIA
Vice President, HIM Services
Hospital Corporation of America 

• Wes Rishel
Research Director 
Gartner, Inc.

• John Tooker, MD, MBA, FACP
Executive Vice President / CEO
American College of Physicians

• Reed V. Tuckson, MD
Senior VP, Consumer Health
United Health Group

• Andrew G. Ury, MD
Chief Executive Officer
Physician Micro Systems, Inc.
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Role of CCHIT within the
Health IT Strategic Landscape

Standards
Harmonization

Contractor
CCHIT:

Compliance
Certification
Contractor

Privacy/Security
Solutions
Contractor

Office of the National Coordinator
Project Officers

American Health Information Community
Chaired by HHS Secretary Mike Leavitt

NHIN
Prototype

Contractors

Harmonized
Standards

Network
Architecture

Privacy
Policies

Governance Process Engaging Broad Array of
Public and Private Sector Stakeholders

Certification
Criteria +

Inspection
Process

for EHRs
and Networks

Strategic Direction

Accelerated 
adoption of robust, 

interoperable, 
privacy-enhancing 

health IT

Accelerated 
adoption of robust, 

interoperable, 
privacy-enhancing 

health IT
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Objectives of Health IT Product Certification

• Accelerate adoption by reducing the risks of investing in health
IT

• Facilitate interoperability of health IT products within the 
emerging national health information network

• Enhance availability of health IT adoption incentives and relief
of regulatory barriers

• Ensure that health IT products and networks always protect the 
privacy of personal health information
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CCHIT Contractual Timetable

Q4
12/05: Publish proposed 
criteria and test plan

Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q1 Q2 Q3
20062005 2007 2008

12/05-2/06: Pilot test

3/06: Begin production 
certification

10/06: Publish proposed criteria

11/06-3/07: Pilot test
3/07: Begin production certification

11/06: Publish proposed test plan

11/07: Publish proposed criteria

12/07-3/08: Pilot test
3/08: Begin 
production 
certification

12/07: Publish 
proposed test plan

Phase I:
Ambulatory EHR

Phase II: 
Inpatient EHR

Phase III: Networks

Not Shown: Certification criteria and inspection process for each domain
are updated annually after initial development

All development 
includes at least
two cycles of

public comment
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Milestones Completed or 
Anticipated in 2005 and 2006

• Nov 2005: publish proposed criteria and test  process for certifying 
ambulatory EHR products

• Feb 2006: complete Pilot Test of certification

• June 2006: have certified ambulatory EHR products in the 
marketplace

• September 2006: begin certifying e-prescribing and laboratory 
interoperability of EHRs (dependent on standards harmonization)

• October 2006: publish proposed criteria and test process for 
certifying inpatient EHR products
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Q & A
For more information, please visit:

www.cchit.org

http://www.cchit.org/
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