
HCR 358 TASK FORCE 
MINUTES OF MEETING  

 
Date:  August 4, 2008 
Time:  1:00 p.m 
Place:  The following State of Hawaii Video Conference Centers: 
 

Big Island: 
Hilo State Office Building 
75 Aupuni Street, Basement 
Hilo, HI  96720 
 

Kauai: 
Lihue State Office Building 
3060 Eiwa Street, Basement 
Lihue, HI  96766 
 

Maui: 
Wailuku Judiciary Building 
2145 Main Street, Room 120 
Wailuku, HI  96793 
 

Oahu: 
Kalanimoku Building 
1151 Punchbowl Street, Room B10 
Honolulu, HI  96813 
 

The agenda for this meeting was filed with the Office of the Lieutenant Governor.   
 
I. Call to Order --The meeting was called to order at 1:00 p.m. by Acting Task 

Force Chair Eric Knutzen.  Notes were taken by the Facilitator; no verbatim 
transcript was made of the Meeting; it was recorded.  Acting Chair Knutzen took 
roll and asked that attendees adhere to some communication guidelines such as 
no interruptions, one person speaks at a time and asked Task Force members to 
monitor adherence to the guidelines at each Conference Center.  

 
II. Introduction of Task Force Members (Clyde Sonobe informed the Task Force 

that Muriel Taira (CAC) resigned her membership and was replaced by Keith 
Rollman) 

A. Present 
1. MaBel Fujiuchi Hoike 
2. Eric Knutzen  County of Kauai 
3. Gil Benevides County of Hawaii 
4. Jay April  Akaku 
5. Roy Amemiya Olelo 
6. Keith Rollman CAC 
7. Gerri Ann Hong DOE 
8. Clyde Sonobe DCCA 
9. Gregg Hirata  City and County of Honolulu 
10. Shelley Pellegrino County of Maui 
11. Gerald Takase Na Leo 

B. Excused 
1. David Lassner UH 

 
C. The Acting Chair went through the Agenda and a motion was made to 

approve the meeting agenda with some amendments to (i) take public 
testimony before choosing the permanent Chair (approved unanimously 
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by those present )(Task Force Member Gerri Ann Hong not yet present) 
and (ii) to delete the Agenda item to discuss arguments for use of the 
Procurement Code (after discussion Member Benevides suggested 
changing the item to discuss the applicability of the Procurement Code 
and the amendment was approved unanimously by those present (Task 
Force Member Gerri Ann Hong not yet present) and was later revised by 
the Chair to specify pros and cons. 

D. Public Testimony 
i. Ed Call – Indicated that he believes in free 

speech and suggests that the Procurement 
Code be followed; asks that E911 be 
considered which uses first come access and 
goes out for Procurement Code which works; 
argument against use of the Procurement 
Code do not seem to be correct for PEG 
Access as Code works for E911 

ii. Michael Duberstein – delegate to Alliance 
Meetings in DC; lots of concern there for 
changing the system in Hawaii; the feeling is 
that Hawaii has one of the best systems so 
why is the State intending to change it?  It is 
disturbing that a system that has worked well 
will be tinkered with and it must be a political 
decision that has nothing to do with free 
speech 

iii. Linda Puppolo – Overall, the Task Force 
should not rush the process, should educate 
themselves regarding procurement; approves 
Eric Knutzen as Chair, appreciates his 
fairness; most Task Force members are 
involved with procurement, suggests that they 
be open to other alternatives and she is 
surprised that nothing else has been 
mentioned.  Linda proposes the following 
alternatives to procurement: 

1. By invitation 
2. Sole source entity 

a. Lowers administrative costs 
b. Better promotes continuity 
c. Improves products and services 

3. Look for entity that is capable of 
providing the services 

4. Consider a specialized agency like 
Akaku 
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5. Performance based alternative (ask, can 
anyone else do it?) 

iv. David DeLeon – Saw that an RFP would 
hamstring organizations, goal should be 
independent entities not dependent on cable 
fees, don’t hamstring and keep from 
functioning; an electronic soapbox is not 
appropriate for a procurement code but is 
unique to America and is not susceptible to 
process 

v. Lance Collins, Esq. – Eric Knutzen is a good 
choice for Chair; Refers Chair to his 7/31/08 
testimony which is attached to these minutes.  
Lance indicated that a change in the Statute is 
needed to follow the Procurement Code and 
that a contested case will be required, anyway.  
Eric asked that the issue raised by Lance 
above be raised when discussing the 
Procurement Code Agenda items.   

vi. Sam Epstein – See written testimony when 
received 

E. Choose Task Force Chair – Members voted unanimously to choose a 
Chair; Eric Knutzen and Roy Amemiya were nominated and Eric Knutzen 
was approved by a vote of nine (9) to one (1). 

F. Rules re Public Testimony – The following rules were approved by a vote 
of ten (10) to one (1). 
1. Leave to discretion of Chair of when Chair would call for public 

testimony within each of the items voted on. 
2. Three (3) minutes per speaker with additional time for questions 
3. Testimony should be within topic 
4. Testimony will be recorded 
5. Encourage but don’t require written submissions 

i. Public comments via email should be directed 
to the Task Force at cabletv@dcca.hawaii.gov 
with HCR 358 Task Force included on any 
subject line 

6. Task Force approved minutes and attachments will be posted on 
the CATV website at  http://hawaii.gov/dcca/areas/catv/ 

7. HCR 358 Task Force Members should transmit all emails and 
information to all Task Force Members and the Facilitator with HCR 
358 Task Force in any subject line. 

8. The Chair suggested a format where a motion would be made, it 
would be seconded, Task Force discussion would ensue, public 
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testimony would be called for at discretion of Chair, and a vote 
taken. 

G. Acceptance of Minutes 
1. Deferred to August 27, 2008 meeting so that Chair and Jay April 

can confer on Mr. April’s suggested changes to the Facilitator’s 
submitted minutes. 

H. Facilitator – Members voted unanimously to use the Facilitator working 
under the Chair’s direction with the following scope of responsibilities:  
take minutes and notes of public testimony, roll, and votes, member follow 
up (e.g. approved homework between meetings), draft final report, work 
with Chair to address procedural issues as they arise.   

I. Sunshine Law Compliance – OIP determined that compliance not required 
here, motion made for compliance with spirit of Sunshine Law; after 
discussion, the Task Force unanimously agreed to be transparent and to 
maintain public participation and that: 
1. There would be written communication shared with all Task Force 

members 
2. Agenda would be posted one week in advance of each meeting 
3. Public participation and testimony would be encouraged 
4. A majority of the twelve (12) Task Force members (at least seven 

(7) votes in favor or against the proposed action) are required for all 
Task Force decisions 

J. Discussion and Agreement re Goals Pertaining to HCR 358  
1. Examine alternatives to the Procurement Code process 
2. Consider selection process for PEG advisory board members 

i. Task Force member Clyde Sonobe indicated 
that he had spoken with Representative 
Yamashita, the Representative who signed 
HCR 358, for clarification as to what was 
intended by the reference to the “PEG advisory 
board”.  Clyde Sonobe said that Rep. 
Yamashita indicated that his references to 
committees/boards contained in HCR358 were 
to the "Cable Advisory Committee (CAC)" and 
the "Boards of Directors" of the 4 PEG access 
organizations (Olelo, Hoike, Na Leo, Akaku). 

3. Submit report to the Legislature by December 20, 2008 
4. Take into account the First Amendment rights of PEG 
5. Task Force member April suggested adding a goal that would 

recognize PEGs as a local public asset not a state asset thereby 
embedding localism; there was discussion both pro and con on this 
subject  
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6. Task Member Sonobe indicated that DCCA wanted the Task Force 
to also look at the ownership of assets currently used by PEG 
entities 

7. No vote was taken on this item as the Task Force ran short on 
meeting time and needed to address the Agenda for the next 
meeting; the item will be addressed as Item v. on the next Agenda 

K. Preparation for the Next Meeting 
1. Agenda  

i. Call to Order (Chair) 
ii. Accept Minutes from June 30, 2008 Meeting 

(Task Force) 
iii. Accept Minutes from August 4, 2008 Meeting 

(Task Force) 
iv. Public Testimony (Public) 
v. Discussion and agreement re goals pertaining 

to HCR 358 (Task Force) 
vi. Rulemaking and alternatives to Procurement 

Code (Task Force) 
vii. Selection Process for PEG Advisory Board 

Members (Task Force) 
viii. Applicability of Procurement Code – Pros and 

Cons (Task Force) 
ix. Address formal request of documents from 

State (Task Force) 
x. Preparation for Next Meeting (Task Force) 

1. Date 
2. Agenda 

xi. Adjournment 
2. Date of Next Meeting – August 27, 2008, 1 pm – 4 pm 
 

III. Adjournment -- The meeting adjourned at 4:00 pm.  

 5


















