
Saturn, the sixth planet from the Sun, is the most distant of 
the five planets known to ancient stargazers. In 1611, 
Italian Galileo Galilei was the first astronomer to gaze at 
Saturn through a telescope. Like Jupiter, Uranus, and 
Neptune, Saturn is a gas giant. I t  is made mostly of helium 
and hydrogen. Saturn's ring system is  the most extensive 
and complex in our solar system; including the faint E ring, 
it extends nearly 500,000 kilometers from the planet. In 
fact, Saturn and i ts main rings would just f i t  in the distance 
between Earth and the Moon. 
In 2004 the CassinLHuygens spacecraft
arrived a t  Saturn and began studying 
the planet and i ts largest moon, Titan. 
Titan is the second-largest moon in the 
solar system and believed to have an 
atmos~here similar to Earth's long ago 
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