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End of Life Vehicle Solutions

ELVS was created by the automotive industry in 
2005 to promote the industry’s environmental 
efforts in recyclability, education and outreach, and 
the proper management of substances of concern.  

"Participating Members" of ELVS are BMW, 
DaimlerChrysler, Ford, General Motors, 
International Truck & Engine, Mack Trucks, 
Mitsubishi, Nissan, Subaru, Volkswagen, and 
Volvo Trucks. 



End of Life Vehicle Solutions

The auto industry has worked with several states 
to provide educational material on end of life Hg 
auto switch removal. ELVS is continuing these 
efforts. 

ELVS provides printed materials, a DVD, and 
website information on switch removal.



End of Life Vehicle Solutions

ELVS manages programs to collect, transport, and 
retort/recycle elemental mercury from automotive 
switches.  

ELVS has contracted with The Environmental 
Quality Company (EQ), an environmental services 
company with nationwide capabilities and 50 years 
of experience.



End of Life Vehicle Solutions

Dismantlers remove the switch(es) and/or 
assemblies and place them in the provided 
bucket.
Just before a bucket is completely full, 
dismantlers contact EQ to receive a replacement 
bucket. 
Once a bucket is full, dismantler can contact UPS 
for a pickup –a prepaid UPS label will be sent 
with every bucket.





End of Life Vehicle Solutions

EQ will then dispose of the mercury through 
recycling/retorting. 

EQ also tracks participation and mercury 
collection progress.





www.eqonline.com







National Vehicle Mercury Switch 
Recovery Program (NVMSRP)

What is the difference between ELVS and the NVMSRP?

The NMVSRP is a voluntary multi-stakeholder, shared 
responsibility mercury switch collection program.  
ELVS is one of the signatories to the NVMSRP and has primary 
responsibility for education, collection materials, transportation, 
recycling, and record keeping.   
ECOS, ISRI, ARA, EPA, Steel, and NGOs make up the 
remainder of the NVMSRP partners and all have defined roles 
and responsibilities.
Some states also have legislated requirements for some 
signatories and in some cases these may be identical to the 
responsibilities under the NVMSRP



National Vehicle Mercury Switch 
Recovery Program (NVMSRP) Goals

Aggressive mercury recovery goals and performance 
metrics have been established.  Performance will be 
regularly assessed by the participants. 
Nationwide implementation is targeted to occur over 
12 months.
In each state the parties will work collaboratively on 
an implementation plan.
The NVMSRP will sunset in 2017 based on 
estimates that over 90% of the auto mercury 
switches will be retired.



National Vehicle Mercury Switch 
Recovery Program (NVMSRP) Process

1. ELVS initiates contact with appropriate environmental state 
agency or affected recycling trade associations to determine 
status in the state and general timeline for moving forward.  
or
State agency and/or recycling associations and/or 
environmental groups contact ELVS indicating an interest in 
initiating the national program in their state

2. ELVS arranges initial meeting between NVMSRP team and 
interested stakeholders in the state to establish 
responsibilities and timing.  Subsequent meetings are 
scheduled as needed.



National Vehicle Mercury Switch 
Recovery Program (NVMSRP) Process

3. State environmental agency and/or recycling associations 
develop list of recyclers operating in the state.  Review 
process required to assure accuracy.

4. State agency sends a letter providing information on the 
NVMSRP to recyclers making them aware of program and 
advising them that they can request (or in some instances 
expect to receive) collection buckets. 

5. Collection buckets along with educational materials and 
additional information are distributed to recyclers. 

6. Once a state has joined the program, any recycler in the 
state is able to request a collection bucket by contacting 
ELVS via the website, phone, or mail.

7. Stakeholders participate in on-going support and assessment 
of the program. 
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Questions?


