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ASIAN GYPSY MOTH IN IDAHO 2004/ 2005:
In 2004, one male Asian gypsy moth (AGM) was captured in Idaho. The moth was caught in a detection trap in North Idaho near Hauser Lake, in Kootenai County. The site is approximately 1.5 miles east of the Washington/ Idaho state border, and the area is comprised mainly of unused agricultural fields. North of the site, there are deciduous trees in a mobile home park, cottonwoods along a riparian area, and conifers, including larch. The specific route of introduction in this case has not been located, however many potential routes were assessed, including a railroad line running along the capture site. 

Potential Host Plant Species Survey- In October of 2004, the USFS R-1 assisted the Idaho Department of Lands in conducting a survey of potential host plants in the area surrounding the capture site. It was determined that there were adequate host plants to potentially support a gypsy moth population.
Life Stage Survey- In October and November of 2004, an intensive survey was conducted in the area surrounding the AGM capture site for evidence of gypsy moth life stages. This survey was negative. 

A Science Panel, convened by APHIS, reviewed the results of the life stage survey, host plant species survey, potential introduction routes, and local area characteristics. The panel recommended delimitation trapping in 2005 combined with an aerial spray treatment in the spring.

Local area landowners and residents were notified of the life stage survey and upcoming delimitation trapping, and a public information meeting was held in February 2005 to explain the aerial application process and importance. 

Aerial Spray- In 2005, the Idaho Department of Lands in cooperation with USDA- Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) implemented plans to ensure that no Asian Gypsy Moths remained in north Idaho. A 600 acre area surrounding the 2004 capture site of one male AGM near Hauser, Idaho was sprayed with Foray 48B (Bacillus thuringiensis var. kurstaki) insecticide. The insecticide was applied at 64 oz., neat (24 BIU) per acre. The spray project consisted of three aerial applications applied 7-10 days apart. Spray dates were: May 12, May 21, and May 28, 2005. 
Delimitation Trapping – Delimitation traps were placed at a density of 25 traps/ mi2 (first 2 mile radius) and 16 traps/ mi2 (next 3 mile radius) surrounding the 2004 capture site of one male Asian Gypsy Moth near Hauser, Idaho. 1441 traps were placed prior to July 1, 2005, checked every 2 weeks during the summer, and removed the end of September. No gypsy moths were captured in the delimit area. In addition, Washington State conducted delimit trapping to complete the 5-mile radius surrounding the capture site.
2006 Season: Delimitation trapping will be conducted for the second season in a 5 mile radius surrounding the 2004 capture site of one male AGM near Hauser, Idaho. The density will be 25 traps/ mi2 for the first 2 mile radius, then 16 traps/ mi2 for the next 3 mile radius. 
After the 2006 season, the Science Panel will determine whether additional delimit trapping is still needed.
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