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Western Spruce Budworm

In 2005 western spruce budworm defoliation was detected on 154 acres.  This is a significant drop from the 6,493 acres detected in 2004.  Most of the budworm detections over the last several years have been on the southern half of the Malheur National Forest in Central Oregon.
Spruce Aphid

A significant spruce aphid outbreak occurred along the Oregon coast in Sitka spruce during 2005.  Approximately 4,782 acres of defoliation were detected and the aphid populations benefited from very warm winter conditions.  Yellowing needles were observed in early May, more than a month earlier than most outbreak years.
Larch Casebearer

Defoliation by larch casebearer was virtually absent in Oregon from the early 1980’s to 1998.  Starting in 1999, larch casebearer defoliation has been mapped every year somewhere in eastern Oregon.  In 2005, 2,533 acres of western larch defoliation were detected, a substantial decrease from the 6,324 acres detected in 2004.

Sawflies –Neodiprion abietis complex (balsam fir sawfly)
There were several reports of sawflies defoliating Douglas-fir plantations around the periphery of the Willamette Valley.  Defoliation was concentrated in the lower crowns of trees.  This maybe the first recorded outbreak of this defoliator in Oregon...

Balsam Woolly Adelgid

Declining sub-alpine fir stands were detected on 76,655 acres in 2005, an increase from the 57,882 acres mapped in 2002.
Pandora Moth

This was the off year for defoliation from the current Pandora moth outbreak affecting lodgepole pine stands in northern Klamath County.  Whether this outbreak has collapsed or continues will become apparent in the spring of 2006.  Defoliation in 2004 grew to 87,521 acres, much of it highly visible along the HWY 97 corridor.

