In 2005, number of acres defoliated by budworm increased from 2004.  In 2004, acres that were flown and mapped with defoliation was about 187,000, of which 177,000 was from western spruce budworm.  Due to the unpredictable and inclement weather conditions during the survey period in 2004, acreage figures for defoliation were an underestimate.  The number of acres defoliated by budworm in 2005 not only increased in extent, but, also in intensity.  In 2005, we recorded very heavy defoliation on Douglas-fir on the Helena and Gallatin National Forests.  We also recorded areas of defoliation from budworm that had never been recorded via aerial survey.  In 2005, we also recorded localized defoliation from an “unidentified defoliator” near Spar Lake on the Kootenai NF.  We suspect that this defoliation was caused by either spruce budworm or hemlock looper.    On-going Douglas-fir tussock moth monitoring efforts conducted by DNRC, correctly forecasted a populations surge in 2004.   In 2004, over 5,800 acres were damaged by tussock moth this year in the Flathead Indian Reservation alone.  In 2005, the population collapsed and few small polygons of defoliation from tussock moth were recorded.
Other defoliators were more localized per forest, with minimal acres detected.  No gypsy moths were found in monitoring traps in the state of Montana.  

