In June 2004, Douglas-fir tussock moth-caused defoliation and tree mortality was seen for the first time in 26 years on the west face of the Sandia Mountains east of Albuquerque in Pino Canyon on the Cibola National Forest.  Observations indicate this outbreak is in its third year.  The last Douglas-fir tussock moth outbreak in the Sandia Mountains occurred in 1978.  This outbreak occurred just east of Albuquerque in Bear Canyon within the boundaries of the then Ellena Gallegos Grant Area.  This outbreak was suppressed with an aerial application of TM-Biocontrol-1 in 1979.  This year, defoliation and tree mortality in Pino Canyon expanded to 870 acres. Some of this acreage included several smaller areas of defoliation in Domingo Baca Canyon, located north of Pino Canyon.  However, since most of the host type in Pino Canyon has been killed from heavy tussock moth defoliation in 2004 and 2005, the outbreak in this canyon is expected to collapse in 2006. Tussock moth infestations in Domingo Baca Canyon, however, are expected to expand in 2006.  
Though no tussock moth defoliation was visible during the aerial surveys on the east side of the mountains, larvae, cocoons, adults and egg masses have been found at several recreation sites along the Crest Road indicating heavy defoliation could occur along the Crest Road in 2006.  

