2005 Forest Health Defoliator Conditions for New Mexico

Aspen Defoliation
Aspen defoliation, caused by the western tent caterpillar, was extremely heavy and wide spread throughout the aspen stands in northern New Mexico.  Aspen defoliation mapped in 2005 totaled 35,800 acres compared to 25,385 acres in 2004.

Conifer Defoliation
Western spruce budworm defoliation in New Mexico mixed conifer forests decrease from 23,185 acres in 2004 to 183, 765 acres in 2005. Fir looper defoliation in the Sacramento Mountains in southern New Mexico remained relatively unchanged totaling 5,295 acres in 2005 compared to 5,915 acres in 2004.  The fir looper defoliation mapped in 2005, however, may actually represent tree mortality from past looper defoliation, since ground examinations revealed only minor caterpillar activity and current years defoliation.
In central New Mexico, the Douglas fir tussock moth (DFTM) is currently at outbreak levels on the Sandia Mountains, Cibola National Forest.  Larvae and egg masses were collected from the infestation area in June and October, respectively, to be tested for virus.  The larvae and egg masses were sent to Imre Otvos, Pacific Forestry Center, BC, Canada for testing.   The DFTM outbreak occurring on the west side of the Sandia Mountains is in its third year.  This outbreak was first detected on the Cibola National Forestin 2004 on approximately 295 acres of host type.  In 2005, DFTM defoliation increase to 870 acres.  Larval population densities in 2005 were extremely heavy resulting in significant tree mortality.  An area of DFTM defoliation located in a wilderness area was also detected on the east side of the Sandia Mountains.  This outbreak is currently in year two of its cycle and is expected to increase again in 2006.
