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VZI. RECOMMENDATIONS 

The Safe ty  Board recommends to  t h e  Secre ta ry  of Transpor ta t ion  t h a t :  

1. Because s t a t u t o r y  a u t h o r i t y  has now been conferred by the  
Rai l road Sa fe ty  Act, the  Federal  Rai l road Adminis t ra t ion should 
e s t a b l i s h  as soon a s  poss ib l e ,  o b j e c t i v e  and enforceable  s tandards  
f o r  the  in spec t ion  of condi t ion  of t r a c k  and maintenance of t rack ,  
such as gage, su r f ace ,  alignment,  and securement. Such s tandards  
should be based upon the  e f f e c t s  produced upon t r a i n s  and should 
r e l y  upon sub jec t ive  opinion a s  l i t t l e  as poss ib le .  
should cons ider  the  e f f e c t s  of roadbed f reez ing .  

2. The Federa l  Rai l road Adminis t ra t ion r e v i s e  the  s p e c i f i c a t i o n s  
f o r  ma te r i a l  f o r  the  cons t ruc t ion  of f u t u r e  tank c a r s  t o  include 
t r a n s i t i o n  temperatures f o r  s t e e l s  so t h a t  tank c a r s  haul ing hazardous 
ma te r i a l s  w i l l  be adequate t o  opera te  through t h e  ful l .  range of 
ambient temperatures encountered i n  s e rv i ce .  

3 .  
used t o  cons t ruc t  e x i s t i n g  tank c a r s  t o  determine the  ranges of 
t r a n s i t i o n  temperatures and t h e  a b i l i t y  of  these  c a r s  t o  resist  
b r i t t l e  f r a c t u r e  i n  var ious temperatures so t h a t  the scope of the  
e x i s t i n g  problem can be determined and adequate co r rec t ive  a c t i o n  taken. 

4 .  The Federa l  Railroad Adminis t ra t ion i n  cooperat ion wi th  the  
Assoc ia t ion  of American Rai l roads make a s tudy of t h e  ana lyses  and 
t e s t s  of t h e  fo rces  produced by the  var ious  components of  a t r a i n  
whi le  t r ave r s ing  t r a c k  over the f u l l  range of opera t ing  condi t ions  
which would se rve  as a b a s i s  f o r  the  des ign  and maintenance of t r a c k  
according t o  o b j e c t i v e l y  determined requiremepts.  

5. 
and S t a t e  agencies  conduct a s tudy  of methods t h a t  could be employed 
r a p i d l y  t o  d i s p e r s e  o r  absorb clouds of  t o x i c  vapors.  
should a l s o  determine the  s u i t a b l e  and p r a c t i c a l  means of p ro tec t ing  
t h e  publ ic  which may be  exposed t o  the  hazard on an emergency basis. 
Arrangements should be formulated f o r  t h e  disseminat ion of t h i s  
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6. The Safe ty  Board r e i t e r a t e s  t h e  recommendation made i n  i t s  
Glenn Dale, Maryland, r epor t  of t h e  derai lment  of Penn Cent ra l  t r a i n  
2nd No. 115, i s sued  J u l y  13, 1970, t h a t  the :  "Federal  Rai l road 
Adminis t ra t ion,  i n  cooperation wi th  the  Assoc ia t ion  of  American Rai l roads  


