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Federa  1 R a i l r o a d  Adminis t r d  t i o n  

SAFETY RECOMMENDAT I ON 1’-71.-2 _ _ _ ~  

T h i s  i s  i n  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  r e g u h t i o n s  req i i i r i -ng  t h e  r e p o r t i n g  of  
a c c i d e n t s  which o c c u r  i n  l i q u i d  p i p e l i n e  s y s t e m s .  The re  h a s  b e e n  a 
d e l a y  i n  t h e  n o t i f i c a t i o n  t o  t he  N a t i o n a l  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  S a f e t y  Board o f  
c e r t a i n  ma jo r  a c c i d e n t s .  The reason f o r  t h e  d e l a y  a p p e a r s  t o  stem from 
a d e f i c i e n c y  i n  t h e  r e g u l a t i o n s  t h e m s e l v e s .  

A s  you know, t h e  a c c i d e n t  r e p o r t i n g  r e q u i r e m e n t s  a r e  found i n  49 
CFR 195.50 th rough  195.62 .  I t  i s  n o t e d  however, i n  s e c t i o n  195.52,  t h a t  
immedia te  n o t i c e  t o  t h e  A d n i i n i s t r a t o r ,  by t e l e g r a p h  o r  t e l e p h o n e ,  i s  
r e q u i r e d  o n l y  upon t h e  d e a t h  o f  any p e r s o n  a s  a r e s u l t  o f  t h e  a c c i d e n t .  

The d e f i c i e n c y  o f  t h e s e  r e g u l . a t i o n s  i s  p o i n t e d  o u t  i n  a r e c e n t  
a c c i d e n t .  On November 1 7 ,  1970,  a 6- inch  l i q u e f i e d  pe t ro l eum g a s  l i n e  
o p e r a t e d  by t h e  Mid-America P i p e  L i n e  Company (MAPCO) was s t r u c k  by  a 
d i t c h i n g  machine n e a r  Snyder ,  T e x a s .  The lj .ne was r u p t u r e d  and t h e  
r e s u l t i n g  f i r e  s e v e r e l y  burned  two men, r e q u i r i n g  t h e i r  h o s p i t a l i z a t i o n .  
One man s u b s e q u e n t l y  d i e d ’ o n  November 2 1 ,  1970, and  t h e  o t h e r  on November 23, 
1970.  MAPCO forwarded a t e l e g r a m  d a t e d  November 2 3 ,  1970,  which was 
r e c e i v e d  i n  your  o f f i c e  on t h e  morning  o f  November 2 4 t h .  Your Bureau o f  
R a i l r o a d  S a f e t y  p e r s o n n e l  q u i c k l y  n o t i f i e d  t h e  S a f e t y  Board o f  t h i s  a c c i d e n t ;  
however ,  by t h a t  t i m e ,  i t  was 7 days  a f t e r  t h e  a c c i d e n t  o c c u r r e d .  Any 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  by any  agency  a t  t h a t  t ime  would n o t  have  been  v e r y  m e a n i n g f u l ,  
a s  r e p a i r s  t o  t h e  damaged l i n e  would have  been  comple ted  and t h e  a r e a  
c l e a n e d  u p ,  r e s u l t i n g  i n  t h e  removal  of  most  of  t h e  e v i d e n c e .  It i s  no ted  
t h a t  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  r e g u l a t i o n s ,  i n i t i a l  n o t i f i c a t i o n  s h o u l d  have  been  
forwarded  by t h e  ca r r i e r  immedia t e ly  upon b e i n g  made aware  o f  t h e  d e a t h  o f  
t h e  f i r s t  workman on November 2 1 .  However, t h i s  s t i l l  would have  been  4 days  
a f t e r  t h e  o c c u r r e n c e  o f  t h e  a c c i d e n t .  
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On the  o ther  hand, requirements f o r  r epor t ing  leaks  
n a t u r a l  gas p ipe l ines  a r e  more co 
a l s o  is noted t h a t  requirements f o r  te lephonic  r e p o r t s  of 
hazardous ma te r i a l s  i nc iden t s  have r e c e n t l y  been issued un 
CFR 171.15. 

Based on the foregoing d iscuss ion ,  the Sa fe ty  Boar 

The r egu la t ions  f o r  r epor t ing  acc idents  whic 
i n  l i q u i d  p ipe l ine  systems be revised to  r equ i r e  
telephone r e p o r t s  under circ 
which now requ i r e  immediate r e p o r t s  of gas  p ipe l ine  an 
hazardous ma te r i a l s  acc idents .  This w i l l  enable  t h e  D 
ment and the  Safe ty  Board t o  be m 
acc idents  r equ i r ing  inves t iga t ion ,  and will r e s u l t  i n  
meaningful i nves t iga t ions .  

This recommendation will be re leased  t o  the  publ ic  on t 
d a t e  shown above. No publ ic  disseminat ion of the  conten ts  0 

document should be made pr ior  to  t h a t  da t e .  

Reed, Chairman, Laure l ,  McAdams, 
concurred i n  the  above recommendation. 


