
for unknown reasons. Also contributing to this collision were: the failure of the pilot of tlic 
HEL.ENA to sound the danger signal as soon as uncertainty developed coitccrning tllc other 
vessel's intentions; the failure of the officer in charge of the WHlTE ALDER, to  souiid a 
danger signal, followed by a proposed passing signal on ,  the whistle, when the vesscls wcrc 
within one-half of a mile of each other; the failurc of the pilot of the HEL.ENA to slacLcii 
speed, stop, and reverse when risk of collision became appwcnt; and thc failitre of tlic 
cominanding officer of the WHITE AL-DER, to rcditcc speed. stop, ;itid rcvcrse prior to t lw  
collision. Other causal factors were: the f d u r c  o f  the WHITE. AL.tfE.R, to respond to  the 
bridgc-to-bridge radiotelcplionc coinmunicatiow initiated by the  pilot of thc H E L E N A :  tli i: 
failurc of the WHITE A1.DE.R to rcspotid to Ihr. HEL.ENA's pI~~~pc~sccd one-blast passing 
wliistle signal: tlie failure of both vessels' bridge personnel to makc proper use of the 
avaiiable radar information; the sharp bend i n  t h e  river at Bayou Goula Towlicad; and the 
tendency for the current and wind to push the IiFI,ENA's bow to her port in making thc 
turn. 

The heavy loss of life on tlie WHITE ALI)EI< was duc to  hcr being overrun by the  
HEL.E.NA, and rapid sinking, trapping the Coast Go; i rhnen  inside thc hull. 

RECOMMENl>ATlONS 

The Safety Board concurs iti R.ccornnietid:ttiurt N o .  3 of the Marinc Board of Iiivcstigi- 
tion concerning thc need for bridge-to-bridgc radioteicphonc coniinunications. The Board 
testified before thc House Merchant Marinc and  Fisheries Committee in support of H.R. 
6971, the Vessel Bridge-to-Bridgc R:tdiotclcplionc Bill, which was passed by the Housc of  
Reprcsentatives during the 9 1 s  Congress. Thc Urwd also testified before the Senate Com- 
merce Coniniittec on March 12,  1971, in  favor of S 699, a similar bill. 

The S a k t y  Board rcconimendS thnt tlic Co;tst Guard: 

- , p / ~  I .  Take appropriiiti: action t u  itisiirc tli.it i r k  owti vcsscls guwd all o f  the nppropri;itc 
operational radio frcqucncics for tl ic i i r c t i s  01 operation. 

p-7f11 2 .  Consider, in its current study of Marinr liii;irds of Inves:igntiori, changing the pro 
cedures used in invtlstigations of its ou t i  accident-involved activities. 

ib 3 .  Study the cffectivcncss of ii:ivig;itioiT light!: i n  depicting :lie clircctional aspect of m'r' 
rnccr i ig  vcsscls. iiicluding tile nccd i o r  n t i s c  liglits on sma/icr vessels 

&q1*13 4 .  S t u d y  tile i i c cd  f t w  supyIciiicritiiig sIti!i.' nIiistIc signals with vizua l  or clcctric indi 
wring dcviccs, sitcl i  a s  tlic iitiihcr lii:ljt I I  r . \ : i i i , 4  by , 3 3  CFR 95.31 

5 .  ittitintc ; i c t io i i  i o  &ti i i i i  1piist.iit:o : i : i t i  i y:iiiiiti;ttiozis, wlicn Irplly pi~ssibli:. i i i  i t 5  

investigatioi, (if t~iosc c i iws  i n  w l i i ~ ~ ~ :  ii i c  possil>lc t l ia t  tjic physical condition. 
possible dcztli bcftlrc t l i c  cawtil t!  ! 1, . >IC , 5 i c .  .-cIci:t nf persons. could 
1i;ivc h c c i i  i i i vo lvcJ  i n  t l ic  r ; is ivh\  

p9~1q 
, .  



BY THE NATIONAL. TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD: 

Adopted this &?day 

-9% 
Oscar M. LaureL, Membep  

Francis H. McAdams, dember 

33.~~ Q -  &a" 
I s a b e l  A. Burgess, Member 


