
ISSUED: August 1 7 ,  1 9 7 1  

Adopted by t h e  N A T I O N A L  TRANSPORTATION SAFETY B O A R D  
a t  i t s  o f f i c e  i n  Washington, D .  C .  
on t h e  2 9 t h  day of Tuly, I ' J i l  

SAFETY RECOMMENDATION 1 - 7  1 - 2  k? 

The Nat iona l  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Sa fe ty  Board  notes Lhat cui-rent p rac l . i ce s  
unde r  whic.11 Spec ia l  Pe l -n i i t s  au tho r i z ing  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  of h a z a r d o u s  
m a t e r i a l s  are  issued (49 C F R  1 7 0 .  13-15) ,  a l low e c o n o m i c  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  
to e s c a l a t e  d u r i n g  the pcr iod  th r  P e r m i t s  a r e  i n  e f f e c t ,  c r e a t i n g  condi t ions  
which m i g h t  a d v e r s e l y  inf luencc s a f e t y  d e c i s i o n s .  A I -ecent  I-Iazarrlous 
M a t e  r i a l s  R.egulations Board Docket  (HM-63) i l l u s t r a t e s  how t h i s  e s c a l a t i o n  
can o c c u r .  In th i s  proceeding ,  i t  w a s  p roposed ,  for s a f e t y  r e a s o n s ,  to 
c e a s e  i s s u a n c e  a n d  r c n e w a l  of Spec ia l  P e r m i t s  which mod i fy  c e r t a i n  r e g u -  
l a t o r y  rcquir(:ment:s lor t a n k  c a r s .  Thc proposa l  w a s  l a t e r  w i thd rawn .  

The  I-ecord inr l icatcs  t ha t  il l:hc Spec.ia1 P c r m i t s  had l i e e n  w i thd rawn  
as p r o p o s e d ,  npproxin ia tc ly  7,  000 tank c a r s  with an csl: imated value ol 
$160, 000, 000, r e p r c s e n t i n g  alniosl: on<!-half 01 ~ l i c  total Ileet of LF'G i:ank 
c a r s  i n  the la rgc i"  si2.e ca lkgory ,  would have  had Lo he  r e m o v e d  f r o n ~  L I T  
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  s e r v i c e .  %'he scope  of the economic  hardships s u c h  ac t ion  
would p rec ip i t a t e  i s  r e a d i l y  a p p a r e n t ,  
e c o n o m i c  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  of this magn i tude  to  deve lop ,  011 a S p e c i a l  P e r m i t  
basis,  appear c o n t r a r y  to the best  i n t e r e s t  o l  sa1.ety. 

C i r c u m s t a n c e s  wh ich  e n c o u r a g e  

The pi-acticc of i s s u i n g  Spec ia l  Pe r i i i i t s ,  which d o  not  l i m i t  the n u m b e r  
o i  c a r s  tha t  could Ibu bui'lt 01- updat:cd t h e r e u n d e r ,  and which  a r e  renewed 
a l m o s t  a .u tomat ica l ly ,  i s  corirlucivc to the d e v e l . o p n ~ e n t  of s u c h  c i r c u m s t a n c e s .  
F o r  e x a m p l e ,  one r e sponden t  t o  the Notice indicated i t :  w a s  hi., belief tha t  i t  
w a s  j u s t  a n ~ a t k r  01 '  t i m r  Ix~ lo rv  thc  ernis is of ani' o i  t.lic P c r n i i t s  woiild bc 
incoi-poratcrl  inl:o t h c  r ~ ~ i i l a t i o n s ~  Another  asscrt.er1 that l i c c i i u s e  of tht. p r i o r  
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The  Safety Board would be p l eased  to m a k e  OUI’ stafi ava i l ab le  f o r  
wha teve r  f u r t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  you m a y  d e s i r e  i n  connect ion with th i s  
r ecommenda t ion .  

This rccommcnclat ion wil l  be r e l e a s e d  to the public 011 the i s s u e  d a t e  
shown above. 
should be m a d e  p r io r  to that  clate 

N o  publ ic  d i s se iu ina t ion  of the conten ts  of t h i s  documen t  

L a u r e l ,  McAclams, and  T h a y e r ,  M e m b e r s ,  c o n c u r r e d  in  the above  
recommc:ndat ions.  Reed,  C h a i r m a n ,  and  B u r g e s s ,  M e m b e r ,  w e r e  absen t ,  
not voting. 


