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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 
A ~ S ~ O ~ T ~ ~ ~ O ~  SAFETY BOA 

ISSUED: May 4,  1 9 7 1  

Adopted by t h e  N A T I O N A L  TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD 
a t  i t s  o f f i c e  i n  Washington, 0. C .  
on the 14th day  of A p r i l ,  1971. 

FORWARDED TO: ) 
) 

) 
) 
) 

Honorable  John A. Volpe ) 
S e c r e t a r y  of Transpoi - ta t ion  
Washington,  D. C. 20590 

SAFETY RECOMMENDATION 1-71-1 

Since the incept ion  of the Depar tn i en t  ol T r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  the Nat iona l  
T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Safety Board ,  the B u r e a u  of Ra i l road  Safety of the F e d e r a l  
Ra i l road  Admin i s t r a t ion ,  the B u r e a u  of Motor  C a r r i e r  Safety of the F e d e r a l  
Highway h d m i i i i s t r a t i o n ,  and the I o r m e r  Nat iona l  Highway Safety B u r e a u  
have  main ta ined  cluty w a t c h e s  a t  h o m e  te lephones  to r e c e i v e  r e p o r t s  of 5 u r -  
f a c e  a c c i d e n t s .  The  F e d e r a l  Aviat ion Adin in is t ra t ion  and the C o a s t  Guard  
have  continued the i r  s e p a r a t e  24-hour  te lephone w a t c h e s  at  the i r  r e s p e c t i v e  
office loca t ions .  M o r e  r ecen t ly ,  the Olfice 01 P ipe l ine  SaIety a n d  the Off ice  
of  H a z a r d o u s  M a t e r i a l s  oi DOT have  e s t a b l i s h e d  a c c i d e n t  r e p o r t i n g  s y s t e m s .  
G a s  pipel ine accidents 01 c e r t a i n  c a t e g o r i e s  a re  r e p o r t e d  by phone to  OPS  
d u r i n g  working h o u r s ,  and to the FA.A. cluty of f icer  a t  o ther  t i m e s .  A.ccidents 
involving h a z a r d o u s  m a t e r i a l s  arc r e q u i r e d  to  be r e p o r t e d  to the C o a s t  G u a r d  
duty  o f f i c e r .  

A.s you know, the Sa le ly  Board has recommendorl  to  FRA. and OPS t h a t  
r egu la t ions  be  i s s u e d  o r  r e v i s e d  to  r e q u i r e  indus t ry  to  rriakc! rap id  r e p o r t s  
of a c c i d e n t s .  
ai-c v e r y  good, and s t e p s  a r e  being taken  to  r e v i s e  the r a i l r o a d  and  o i l  
pipel ine a c c i d e n t  r epor t ing  r e q u i r e m e n t s .  

The  p r e s e n t  gas pipeline a c c i d e n t s  r e p o r t i n g  r e q u i r e m e n t s  

Under  ex is t ing  Memoi-anduins  of A g r e e m e n t  be tween NTSB and the 
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n s ,  s u r f a c e  acc iden t s ,  which a r e  c o n s i d e r e d  to  be  c l a s s i f i e d  
as " m a j o r "  undc r  spec i f ied  c r i t e r i a  in  the A g r e e m e n t s ,  a r e  r e p o r t e d  by 
te lephone by A~dnii i i is t ra t ion p e r s o n n e l  to  the NTSB staff ,  e i t h e r  i n  the o f f i c e  
01' at h o m e ,  Ior c1ec:ision by  NTSB as to the ac t ion  i t  w i l l  take. P o s s i b l e  
acl . ions by NTSB a r e  to  inves t iga t e ,  a t tend  D e p a r t m e n t a l  i nves t iga t ions ,  o r  
I:o l.alic no ac t ion .  
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