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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD
WASHINGTON, D.C.

ISSUED: May 4, 1971

Adopted by the NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD
at its office in Washington, D. C.
on the 14th day of April, 1971.
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FORWARDED TO:

Honorable John A. Volpe
Secretary of Transportation
Washington, D. C. 20590
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SAFETY RECOMMENDATION I-71~1

Since the inception of the Department of Transportation, the National
Transportation Safety Board, the Bureau of Railroad Safely of the Federal
Railroad Administration, the Bureau of Motor Carrier Safety of the Federal
Highway Administration, and the former National Highway Safety Bureau
have maintained duty watches at home telephones to receive reports of sur-
face accidents., The Federal Aviation Administration and the Coast Guard
have continued their separate 24-hour telephone watches at their respective
office locations. More recently, the Office of Pipeline Safety and the Office
of Hazardous Materials of DOT have established accident reporting systems.
Gas pipeline acciduents of certain catepories are reported by phone to QPS
during working hours, and to the FAA duty officer at other times. Accidents
involving hazardous materials are required to be reported to the Coast Guard
duty officer.

As you know, the Safety Board has recommended to FRA and OPS that
repulations be issued or revised to require industry te make rapid reports
ol accidents. The present gas pipeline accidents reporting requirements
arc very pood, and steps are being taken to revise the railroad and oil
pipeline accident reporting requirements.

Under existing Memorandums of Agreement between NTS5B and the
Administrations, surface accidents, which are considered to be classified
as "major’ under specified criteria in the Agreements, are reported by
telephone by Administration personnel to the NTSB staff, either in the office
or at home, for decision by NTSB as to the action it will take. Possible
actions by NTISB are to investigate, attend Departmental investigations, or
to take no action,
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/Mr‘//w/ to receive surface {except marine) accldent reports, dls-—

The FAA and Coast (_xuard duty ()ffzc:(,rs have c,xf:enslvc c:ommun
cations facilities, including press information. : These: duty officers
have been of much assistance to the Safety Boa.rd and others by
furnishing accident information when received; but a.re not. possesse :
with the requisite expertise or suffzcmnt tlme from thelr prlmary--dutle_
to perform the function adequately '

it is cur opinion that a2 more ei:flclent system operatzng on a 24—hour
basis is needed for receipt of initial reports af: surface accxc}ents (except.

marine) for dispersal of information'to inte rested agenc:les ar’_a‘d'j_to
facilitate more rapid response to acc1dents : ' bty

The Safety Board therefore re cor.ﬁfﬁenc.l.s‘. tha.'t':'_. B

The Department of Tz‘anspm tation cons:Lder establlshmg 5
on a 24-hour basis a central location within the: Departmen

seminate the information to concerned a.genc:tes and
further, to act as the communications coordlnator for
dissemination of planned action so thai: all concerned Wlll
be informed. L SRR s '

The Safety Board would be’ plea sed to make our staff avallable .Eo
whatever further information you may de sne :

This recommendation will be Ieleased to. the pubhc on Lh :
shown above. No public dissemination of Lhc. contcnts of thls doculnent
should be made prior to that date. = ' : : o S L

Reed, Chairman; Laurel, McAdams, Thayer,andBurges S,Member

concurred in the above recommendation. .

John H. Reed
Chalrman




