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SAFETY RECOMMENDATIONS A-71-56 & 57

_ On June 5, 1971, a Schleicher AS-W15 sailplane incurred an in-flight
structural feilure which resulted in & fatal accident near Boulder, Coloradc.
The National Transportation Safety Board's investigation revealed an initial
separation of the top surface of the right stabilator with subsequent sep-
arations of both stabilators and both wings. The Schleicher AS-W15 is a

single-seat standard-claess sailplane of glass flbre construction, menufactured
in Germeny. :

Exeminetion of the inside leading edge of the right stabilator indicated
a lack of adhesion by the epoxy filler cement along this leading edge seam
et the interface between the top and bottom surfaces. The National Bureau of
Standarde report of their examination is being provided to your Flight
Standards Bervice.

The Safety Board reelizes the difficulty in ensuring adequate bonding
by quality control inspection techniques on this type of construction; howvever,
it is concerned over the tatastrophic results which can occur 1f adequate
_ bonding is not atteined. :

The Saefety Board recomsends that:

1. The FAA require an immediate inspection of those aircraft now -
operating in the United States for adeguate bonding on those parts
eritical to the safety of flight, or raplacement with known airw
worthy parﬁs._



. Honorsble John H. Shaffer ! -2 - Sl

- 2. The FAA require satisfactory proof of the integrity and -
: airvorthiness of critical bonded joints before issuing
. airworthiness certificates to new aircraft intended for im-
~p0r% into the United States. ‘

The Board has coordinated its findings with members of your Flight
-Btandarde Service in Washington.

_ These recommendations will be relemged to the public on the issue date
shown above. No public dissemination of the contents of this dccument A
- should be mede prior to thet date.

Reed, Chairmen; Thayer and Burgess, Members, concurred in the sabove
'recommendations. ILeurel and McAdams, Members, were absent, not voting.

John He. Reed
Ghalrman




