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SAFETY RECOMMENDATION A-71-52 

Investigation of t he  Duarte, California,  midsir col l i s ion  revealed 
that there  i s  an apparent lack of luiowledge on the p a r t  of users o f  the  
airspace m e r  greater Los Angeles anti Orange County, California, regarding 
typ ica l  t r a f f i c  flow and the airspace requirements of mil i tary and a i r  
ca r r i e r  a i r c r a f t .  

The Los Angeles and Orange County areas include,, i n  addition t o  the  
air ca r r i e r  hubs, numerous mil i tary a i r  bases. The requirements generated 
by t h i s  t r a f f i c  have created f l o w  pakterns which, t o  a cer tain extent, a r e  
predictable,  both as t o  a l t i t u d e  and location. This appears t o  be t rue  of 
the mil i tary t r a f f i c  as  well  as  t he  a i r  ca r r i e r .  We a re  not aware of any 
concerted, broad-scale, effective program designed t o  apprise e i ther  t he  
mil i tary or  t h e  c i v i l  aviat ion community of t he  direct ion and f l o w  of t h i s  
t r a f f i c .  
ex i s t  a t  many of the numerous f i e l d s  s i tua ted  throughout this area. 
Board i s  of t he  opinion that a similar lack of knowledge probably exists i n  
other areas where intermixes of t h i s  nature occur. We believe that; typ ica l  
t r a f f i c  f l o w  information should be made known t o  a l l  pilO%S operating i n  
such areas. An expanded program i s  required which i s  designed t o  assure 
adequate dissemination of graphical information depicting civi l /mil i tary 
airspace requirements and resul tant  f l o w  pat terns .  Such a program would 
forewarn p i l o t s  regarding areas of t r a f f i c  concentration and the  necessity 
f o r  exercising high leve ls  of vigilance while traversing them. A program 
of this type would be of value t o  a11 p i l o t s  i n  that, having knowledge o f  
such areasp they could plan t h e i r  f l i gh t s  t o  avoid them and/or be particu- 
l a r l y  a l e r t  whi.le therein.  

Portrayal  of this information on a systematic basis  does not 
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Tlic Board i s  aware that  the Terminal Contiol Area program w i l l  do 
much t o  elindnate a p a r t  of the hazard. However, t he  recently implemen 
Los Angeles Terminal Control Area would not have prevented the midair 
co l l i s ion  between the Hughes Air West E-9 and the USMC F-4B near k a r t  
California,  since the accident occured  above the  boundaries of t he  
Terminal Control Area. 

I n  v i e r  of these fac ts ,  the Safety Board recommends tha t  the 
the following action: 

Coordinate with the Department of Defense, and, i n  areas 
where a large inteimix of c i v i l  and mil i tary t r a f f i c  ex is t s ,  
develop a program to  insure tha t  appropriate graphical 
depictions of airspace u t i l i za t ion  and typ ica l  flow patterns 
a re  prominently displayed a t  a l l  a i rpor t s  and operational 
bases for  the benefit of a l l  airspace users. 

Members of our Bureau of Aviation Safety v i11  be available for 
concultation i n  t h i s  matter i f  desired. 

This recommendation w i l l  be released t o  the  public on the  issue date 
shown above. No public dissemination of the contents of this document 
should be made p r io r  t o  that date. 

Reed, Chairman; Laurel, McAdms, Thayer, and Burgess, Members, 
concurred i n  the above I ecommendat ion. 

By : 


