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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY z . :. .:.. 
WASHINGTON. D.C. 20591 . ',A?, 0 & 

OFFICE O F  
Tn6 CHAIRMAN J a n u a r y  20, 1971 

,> 
Honorable John H. Shaffer 
Adninis t r a t o r  
Federal  Airiation A&iinis.fration 
Washingtcn, D. C. 20590 

&ar $3. Simffer: 
.- 

We a r e  cur ren t ly  invest igat ing the  accident  involvi-ng t h e  
Capitol  In t e rna t iona l  biri;ays McEonnell-Rmglas m-8-6jF, which 
occurred during an atterr.?ted takeoff from Anchorage, Alaska, cii 
November 2'7, 1970. 

The fmts t h ~ s  far developed p r m i d e  evidence t h a t  t h e  
a i r c r a r t  r a i l e d  t o  accelera?e a t  a nornal ra"Ge during t h e  t a k ~ o l ' f  
roll. Although l ack  of proper ro t a t ion  of t he  main landing gear 
wheels on an i c y  runvray has been establ ished as a prime f a c t o r  i n  
slow accelerat ion of the  a i r c r a f t ,  t he  mechanism i n i t i a t i n g  t h i s  
condition has as y e t  not  been i s o l a t e d  o r  i den t i f i ed .  Investigtr- 
t i on  i n  t h i s  area i s  continuing. . 

Regardless.of t he  cause f o r  the slow acce lera t ion  of t he  
airplane,  we f e e l  that  a timely takeoff abor t  might have been 
i n i t i a t e d  and effected i n  t h i s  case if the crew had been ab le  t o  
deten.ine tine acce le ra t io i  r z t e  of t he  a i rp lane  under the  @.-<ea 
operating conditions. i:e f e e l  that procedures enabling f l i g h t -  
crevs t o  make this evaluafion nus t  be developed and furnished t o  
a l l  users .  

I n  vieti ol' the  facts , ,  conciiti.or,s, and circumstances of this 
aecide?it ,  t h e  7iatione.l ' i ransportat im Safety Beard recemends 
t h a t :  

The Federal Lviat ien A&inis t ra t ion detenrine e.nd 
inp lccz r t  takecff rroced.ires .fkl-..-t vi11 p x i d z  the 
f l i g h t c r w  v i t h  t i n e  o r  distance reference t o  
enzblc !iin t o  k-:s an appropriate ju%c.mc:;t v i t h  
regar& t o  t h s  airplane ' s  accelerat ion r a t e  t o  the 
Vi speed, pi$tic.xlarly Tor c r i t i c a l  length runways , 
2nd f o r  r;::-.m:' s :rCace conditions t h a t  may i q e d e  
accelerat ion.  
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January 20. 1971 
\ 

Members of our Bureau of  Aviation S a f e t j  staff will be atrailable 
f o r  consul ta t ion in this matter i f  desired.  1 

In”accordance with establ ished procedures, this l e t t e r  will be 
placed i n  our publ ic  docket a t  t he  end of the f i v e  working-day period 
comencing the day a f t e r  the date of t h i s  l e t t e r .  It is  uniierstood, 
therefore ,  t h a t  t he re  will be no publ ic  dissemination o f  this let.cer 
u n t i l  that time 
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Sincerely yours, 

b o h n  H. Reed 
Chairman 
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