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About 5:40 p.m. on J u l y  26, 1990, a t r u c k  operated by Double B Sales, 
I nc . ,  t r a n s p o r t i n g  e i g h t  automobiles entered a highway work zone near Sutton, 
West V i r g i n i a ,  on northbound I n t e r s t a t e  Highway 79 and s t r u c k  t h e  r e a r  o f  a 
u t i l i t y  t r a i l e r  being towed by a Dodge Aspen. The Aspen then s t r u c k  t h e  r e a r  
o f  a Plymouth C o l t ,  and the  Double B t r u c k  and t h e  t w o  automobiles t r a v e l e d  
i n t o  t h e  c losed r i g h t  lane and c o l l i d e d  w i t h  t h r e e  West V i r g i n i a  Department 
of T ranspor ta t i on  (WVDOT) maintenance v e h i c l e s .  

F i r e  ensued, and t h e  e i g h t  occupants i n  t h e  Aspen and t h e  C o l t  d ied.  
The Aspen, C o l t ,  Double B t ruck ,  and two o f  t h e  t h r e e  WVDQT v e h i c l e s  were 
e i t h e r  destro,yed o r  severe ly  damaged. The Double B t r u c k d r i v e r  and one 
f i r e f i g h t e r  susta ined minor i n j u r i e s  ~1 

The Double B t r u c k d r i v e r  repo r ted  t h a t  he r e s t e d  i n  the  cab o f  h i s  
v e h i c l e  f o r  7 1/2 hours the  morning o f  t he  acc ident .  H i s  a c t i v i t i e s ,  as  he 
repo r ted  them, i n d i c a t e  t h a t  he drove a t o t a l  o f  10 1/4 hours a f t e r  he l e f t  
Orange Park, F l o r i d a ,  a t  10 p.m. t h e  prev ious evening. However, t h e  Safety  
Board quest ions whether the  d r i v i n g  t i m e  could have been as  s h o r t  as 
10 1/4 hours. 

The t o t a l  d i s tance  t rave led ,  as determined by a West V i r g i n i a  Pub l i c  
Serv ice Commission (PSC) t e s t  run, was 689 m i les .  To t r a v e l  t h i s  d i s tance  
i n  10 1/4 hours, t h e  Double B t r u c k  would have had t o  average 67.2 mph over 
t h e  e n t i r e  t r i p .  The Safety  Board considers i t  u n l i k e l y  t h a t  t h e  Double 8 
t r u c k  cou ld  have maintained t h i s  average speed under any circumstances. 

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  because the  Double B t r u c k d r i v e r  repo r ted  t h a t  on several  
occasions he had p u l l e d  over t o  a l l o w  f a s t e r  veh ic les  t o  pass i n  t h e  h i l l y  
t e r r a i n ,  t h e  Sa fe ty  Board be l i eves  t h a t  t h e  Double B t r u c k  cou ld  n o t  have 
been d r i v e n  over the  r o u t e  from Orange Park t o  the  acc ident  s i t e  as t h e  same 
speed as  an automobile. Th is  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  i t  took  t h e  loaded Double B 
t r u c k  l onger  than t h e  11 hours 9 minutes i t  took t h e  West V i r g i n i a  PSC d r i v e r  
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t o  t r a v e l  t he  t r u c k ' s  r o u t e  by automobile. The Safe ty  Board, t he re fo re ,  i 
concludes t h a t  t he  Double B t r u c k d r i v e r  drove more than t h e  10 1/4 hours 
repor ted .  I f  t h e  t r u c k d r i v e r  made o the r  stops as he s ta ted ,  i t  i s  u n l i k e l y  
t h a t  he spent 7 1/2 hours s leep ing  o r  r e s t i n g  i n  the  t r u c k ' s  cab t h e  morning 
be fo re  t h e  acc ident  I 

The Federal Motor C a r r i e r  Safety  Regulat ions,  (FMCSR) de f i nes  "on-duty' ' 
t i m e  as a l l  t ime i n  o r  upon any motor veh ic le ,  except t ime spent r e s t i n g  i n  a 
s leeper  be r th .  The FMCSR minimum requ i red  dimensions f o r  a s leeper  b e r t h  
a re  75  inches l ong  and 24 inches wide. Since the  maximum i n t e r i o r  l e n g t h  o f  
t h e  Double B t r u c k  cab was on 69 inches, t he  Double B t r u c k d r i v e r  would be 
considered on-duty d u r i n g  t h i s  e n t i r e  t ime.  

The f a c t  t h a t  on J u l y  16, 1990, Double B executed a c e r t i f i c a t e  f i n d i n g  
t h e  acc ident  t r u c k d r i v e r  f u l l y  q u a l i f i e d  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  Double B was aware o f  
t h e  t r u c k d r i v e r ' s  d r i v i n g  v i o l a t i o n s ,  conv ic t ions ,  and suspension record.  I n  
add i t i on ,  a Federal Highway Admin i s t ra t i on  rev iew o f  Double B ' s  s a f e t y  
compliance d i sc losed  numerous v i o l a t i o n s ,  i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  a l though Double B 
cou ld  have done so, i t  f a i l e d  t o  p roper l y  oversee i t s  d r i v e r s '  a c t i v i t i e s ,  
e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  area o f  compliance w i t h  Federal hours o f  se rv i ce  r u l e s .  
Double B o f f i c i a l s  should i n s t i t u t e  procedures, such as i n q u i r i n g  when a 
t r u c k d r i v e r  c a l l s  i n ,  t o  determine whether s/he i s  o b t a i n i n g  proper  r e s t  
w h i l e  on overn igh t  o r  l onger  t r i p s .  I n  add i t i on ,  Double B should a u d i t  
d r i v e r s '  expense c la ims t o  determine whether t r u c k d r i v e r s  w i thou t  s leeper  
be r ths  use proper  f a c i l i t i e s  t o  o b t a i n  t h e  requ i red  o f f - d u t y  t i m e .  

Therefore,  t h e  Nat iona l  Transpor ta t ion  Safe ty  Board recommends t h a t  t he  
Double B Auto Sales, I nc . :  

I n s t i t u t e  procedures t o  ensure t h a t  company d r i v e r s  
o b t a i n  requ i red  o f f - d u t y  o r  s leeper -ber th  t ime i n  
f a c i l i t i e s  t h a t  meet the  requirements o f  t h e  Federal 
Motor C a r r i e r  Sa fe ty  Regulat ions.  (Class 11, P r i o r i t y  
Ac t i on  ) (H-91-14) 

Also, t h e  Safe ty  Board issued Safe ty  Recommendations H-91-15 through -21  
t o  t h e  West V i r g i n i a  Department o f  T ranspor ta t ion ,  H-91-22 through -25 t o  the  
S t a t e  o f  New York, H-91-26 t o  t he  Nat iona l  Automobile Transpor te r ' s  
Assoc ia t ion ,  and H-91-27 through -31 t o  t h e  Federal Highway Admin i s t ra t i on .  

The Nat iona l  T ranspor ta t i on  Safe ty  Board i s  an independent Federal 
agency w i t h  the  s t a t u t o r y  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  " t o  promote t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  s a f e t y  by 
conduct ing independent acc ident  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and by fo rmu la t i ng  s a f e t y  
improvement recommendations" (Pub l i c  Law 93-633). The Safe ty  Board i s  
v i t a l l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  any a c t i o n  taken as a r e s u l t  o f  i t s  s a f e t y  
recommendations. Therefore,  i t  would apprec ia te  a response from you 
regard ing  a c t i o n  taken o r  contemplated w i t h  respect  t o  t h e  recommendation i n  
t h i s  l e t t e r .  Please r e f e r  t o  Safe ty  Recommendation H-91-14 i n  your  r e p l y .  
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KOLSTAD, Chairman, COUGHLIN, Vice Chairman, LAIIBER, BURNETT, and HART, 
Members concurred in this recommendation. 

James L. Kolstad 
Chairman 


