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National Transportation Safety Board 

Washington, D.C. 20594 
Safety Recommendation 

In r e p l y  refer t o :  A-91-73 and - 74 

Honorable James B.  Busey 
Adminis t ra tor  
Federal Aviat ion Adminis t ra t ion 
Washington, D.C.  20591 

The S a f e t y  Board has inves t iga t ed  three acc iden t s  involv ing  14 Code of 
Federal  Regulat ions (CFR) P a r t  135 ope ra to r s  where the f l  ightcrew t r a i n i n g  
r eco rds  could not  be s u b s t a n t i a t e d  by r e fe rence  t o  ac tua l  f l i g h t  t ime in  
company a i r c r a f t .  

On J u l y  2 2 ,  1986, a Borinquen Air DC-3, N27PR, l o s t  power i n  t h e  No. 2 
engine s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t akeof f  from San Juan I n t e r n a t i o n a l  A i r p o r t ,  Puerto 
Rico, and crashed i n  a 90-degree r i g h t  bank while  t u r n i n g  base dur ing  t h e  
s ing le -eng ine  landing  approach. The c a p t a i n  was k i l l e d ,  the  f i r s t  o f f i c e r  
was s e r i o u s l y  in ju red ,  and the a i r c r a f t  was d e s t r 0 y e d . u  A review of t h e  
c a p t a i n ' s  company f l i g h t  t r a i n i n g  r eco rds  revealed t h a t  he had s u c c e s s f u l l y  
completed a 1-hour f l i g h t  check on J u l y  3 ,  1985, i n  a company RC-3 a i r c r a f t .  
An examination of  Borinquen. Air's a i r c r a f t  f l i g h t  logbooks i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  one 
of i t s  DC-3 a i r c r a f t  was flown on J u l y  3 ,  1985, f o r  a 2-hour cargo f l i g h t .  
The company p r e s i d e n t  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  f l i g h t  check took p l ace  on t h i s  f l i g h t .  
S i m i l a r l y ,  the f i r s t  o f f i c e r ' s  t r a i n i n g  records  ind ica t ed  a 1-hour  f l i g h t  
check on November 25, 1985, i n  a company RC-3; however, an examination of  the 
company a i r c r a f t  logbooks f a i l e d  t o  c l e a r l y  e s t a b l i s h  t h a t  th is  t r a i n i n g  
f l i g h t  had a c t u a l l y  taken p lace .  

On April 4 ,  1986, a Key Largo Air Serv ice ,  Inc.  PA-31-350, N55WE, made 
a forced landing  approximately 7 miles  west of Homestead ( F l o r i d a )  General 
Aviat ion Airpor t  due t o  fuel exhaus t ion .  The p i l o t  and passenger  were not  
i n j u r e d  s e r i o u s l y ,  b u t  the a i r c r a f t  was s u b s t a n t i a l l y  dama9ed.g  A review o f  
the company t r a i n i n g  records  ind ica t ed  t h a t  t h e  p i l o t  s u c c e s s f u l l y  completed 
a f l i g h t  check on December 10, 1985, i n  a company Aztec; however, a review of 
the company a i r c r a f t  logbooks f a i l e d  t o  c l e a r l y  e s t a b l i s h  t h a t  a f l i g h t  check 
had been flown on t h a t  d a t e .  

U F o r  more d e t a i l e d  information,  read Field Accident Br ie f  1513 ( a t t a c h e d ) .  

U F o r  more d e t a i l e d  information,  read F ie ld  Accident Brief  389 ( a t t a c h e d ) .  
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On September 25, 1987, an Air Cargo America, Inc., Beech D-18S, N76Q, 
crashed and burned during an attempted takeoff from Miami International 
Airport, Florida. The pilots were killed and the aircraft was destr0yed.y 
An examination of company records by the Federal Aviation Administration 
(FAA) prior to the accident had revealed numerous discrepancies, including 
qualification/proficiency information about the two pilots involved in the 
accident. 

Proficiency checking of air carrier flight crewmembers is essential to 
ensure both competency of the individual as well as standardization within 
the company. Currently, 14 CFR 135.63(a)(4)(vi) requires operators to keep 
an individual record of each pilot, including: 

The date and result of each of the initial and recurrent 
competency tests and proficiency and route checks required by 
this part and the type of aircraft flown during that test or 
check. 

The record of proficiency checks is kept on FAA Form 8410-3, Airman 
Competency/Proficiency Check, which includes a space for "TYPE AIRPLANE 
(Make/Model)" flown by the pilot for the proficiency check. The FAA does not 
require the specific registration number of the airplane to be recorded on 
the form. To verify that a specific check was performed, an FAA air carrier 
inspector must review each logbook of the type aircraft owned or operated by 
the carrier until the flight time is found. Even then, as revealed in the 
accidents investigated by the Safety Board, the records often are not 
conclusive. 

There is sufficient space on FAA Form 8410-3 in the line allocated for "TYPE 
AIRPLANE (Make/Model)" to include the specific registration number of the 
aircraft used in the proficiency check. If the registration number was 
recorded on the check form, an inspector could quickly verify that the check 
was accomplished by referring to the logbook of the aircraft identified on 
the form. Although this would not confirm that all manuevers were performed, 
it would eliminate the inspector's time-consuming task of reviewing many 
aircraft logbooks to verify that a check flight occurred. 

Y F o r  more detailed information, read Field Pccident Brief 1567 (attached). 
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Therefore,  t h e  Na t iona l  T ranspor ta t i on  Sa fe ty  Board recommends t h a t  t h e  
Federal  A v i a t i o n  Admin i s t ra t i on :  

Amend 14 CFR 135.63(a) (4 ) (v i )  t o  r e q u i r e  t h a t  t h e  
r e g i s t r a t i o n  number, i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  t ype  o f  
a i r c r a f t  f l own  d u r i n g  airman f l i g h t  checks, be i nc luded  
i n  t h e  p i l o t ' s  t r a i n i n g  r e c o r d  main ta ined by t h e  
p i l o t ' s  employer. (Class 11, P r i o r i t y  Act ion)(A-91-73)  

Mod i fy  FAA Form 8410.3, Airman Competency/Proficiency 
Check, FAR 135, t o  s p e c i f y  t h e  a d d i t i o n  o f  t h e  
r e g i s t r a t i o n  number i n  t h e  space now l a b e l e d  "TYPE 
AIRPLANE ( M a k e / M o d e l ) . "  ( C l a s s  11, P r i o r i t y  
Act ion)(A-91-74)  

Chairman KOLSTAD, V ice  Chairman COUGHLIN, and Members LAUBER, HART, and 
HAMMERSCHMIDT concurred i n  these recommendations 

James L. K o l s t a d  
Chairman 
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