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Administratoyr

Federal Aviation Administration
Washington, D.C. 20591

The Safety Board has jnvestigated three accidents invoiving 14 Code of
Federal Regulations (CFR)} Part 135 operators where the flightcrew training
records could not be substantiated by reference to actual flight time in
company aircraft.

On July 22, 1986, a Borinquen Air DC-3, N27PR, lost power in the No. 2
engine shortly after takeoff from San Juan International Airport, Puerto
Rico, and crashed in a 90-degree right bank while turning base during the
single-engine landing approach. The captain was killed, the first officer
was seriously injured, and the aircraft was destroyed.l/ A review of the
captain’s company flight training records revealed that he had successfully
completed a l-hour flight check on July 3, 1985, in a company [}¢-3 aircraft.
An examination of Borinquen Air’s aircraft flight logbooks indicated that one
of its DC-3 aircraft was flown on July 3, 1985, for a 2-hour carge flight.
The company president stated that the flight check took place on this flight.
Simitarly, the first officer’s training records indicated a 1-hour flight
check on November 25, 1985, in a company DC-3; however, an examination of the
company aircraft loghooks failed to clearly establish that this training
f1ight had actually taken place.

On April 4, 1986, a Key Largo Air Service, Inc. PA-31-350, N5S5WE, made
a forced Tanding approximately 7 miles west of Homestead (Florida) General
Aviation Airport due to fuel exhaustion. The pilot and passenger were not
injured serjously, but the aircraft was substantially damaged.2/ A review of
the company training records indicated that the pilot successfully completed
a flight check on December 10, 1985, in a company Aztec; however, a review of

the company aijrcraft logbooks failed to clearty establish that a flight check
had been flown on that date.

1/For more detailed information, read Field Accident Brief 1513 (attached).
2/For more detailed information, read Field Accident Brief 389 (attached).
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On September 25, 1987, an Air Cargo America, Inc., Beech D-18S, N76Q,
crashed and burned during an attempted takeoff from Miami International
Airport, Florida. The pilots were killed and the aircraft was destroyed.3/
An examination of company records by the Federal Aviation Administration
(FAA) prior to the accident had revealed numercus discrepancies, including
qualification/proficiency information about the two pilots involved in the
accident.

Proficiency checking of air carrier flight crewmembers is essential to
ensure both competency of the individual as well as standardization within
the company. Currently, 14 CFR 135.63(a)(4)(vi) requires operators to keep
an individual record of each pilot, including:

The date and result of each of the initial and recurrent
competency tests and proficiency and route checks required by
this part and the type of aircraft flown during that test or
check.

The record of proficiency checks is kept on FAA Form 8410-3, Airman
Competency/Proficiency Check, which includes a space for "TYPE AIRPLANE
(Make/Model)" flown by the pilot for the proficiency check. The FAA does not
require the specific registration number of the airplane to be recorded on
the form. To verify that a specific check was performed, an FAA air carrier
inspector must review each logbook of the type aircraft owned or operated by
the carrier until the flight time is found. Even then, as revealed in the

accidents investigated by the Safety Board, the records often are not
conclusive.

There is sufficient space on FAA Form 8410-3 in the line allocated for "TYPE
AIRPLANE (Make/Model}" to include the specific registration number of the
aircraft used 1in the proficiency check. If the registration number was
recorded on the check form, an inspector could quickly verify that the check
was accomplished by referring to the logbook of the aircraft identified on
the form. Although this would not confirm that all manuevers were performed,
it would eliminate the inspector’s time-consuming task of reviewing many
aircraft logbooks to verify that a check flight occurred.

3/For more detailed information, read Field PFccident Brief 1567 (attached).



Therefore, the National Transportation Safety Board recommends that the
Federal Aviation Administration:

Amend 14 CFR 135.63(a)(4)(vi) to require that the
registration number, in addition to the type of
aircraft flown during airman flight checks, be included
in the pilot’s training record maintained by the
pilot’s employer. (Class II, Priority Action)(A-91-73)

Modify FAA Form 8410.3, Airman Competency/Proficiency
Check, FAR 135, to specify the addition of the
registration number in the space now labeled "TYPE
AIRPLANE (Make/Model)." (Class II, Priority
Action)(A-91-74)

Chairman KOLSTAD, Vice Chairman COUGHLIN, and Members LAUBER, HART, and

HAMMERSCHMIDT concurred in these recommendations
). /Géé/

y: James L. Kolstad
Chairman
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AIRMAN COMPETENCY /PROF)TIENCY CHECK LotAION Im“ . mnieen
R FAR 135
AE DF AIRMAN [last, first, mickdin initisl} TYPE OF CHECK
. FAR 135293 O FarR 135297 O FAR 135.299 [0 -
i wor Grade MEDICAL INFORMATION:  Daweof Exam,
o o [ Number Oate of Birth Clam Z
m £D BY BASED AT (City, State) TYPE AIRPLANE (MakeModel) R&& Afo
Simulstor/Training Device {Make Model}
MAME OF CHECK AIRMAN S1G. OF CHECK AIRMARN FLIGHT TIME
FLIGHT MANEUVERS GRADE 5~ Satisfactory  U~Unzatisfacrory)
PILOT Air- [Simu{ Trng
Air- [Simu-jTrng. eraft | lator | Dev.
craft | lator | Dav,
PREFLIGHT HELICOPTER
1. Equipmant Examination {Ora/ or writren) t. Ground and/or Air Taxi
2. Praflight inspection 2. Hovaring Manuevers
3. Taxiing 3. Normal & Cronswind 7.0, & Landings
4. Powsrplant Chacks 1s High Altitude Takecfis & Landings
TAKEOFFS 8. Sim. Engine Failure
5, Normasl &. Confined Arsa, Slopes, & Pinnacies
6. innrumem 7. Rapid Decalarsrion [Quick Stops)
7. Croowind 8. Aunorotations (Single Eaginel
8, With Simulsted Powsrpiant Failure 9. Hovering Autorotations (Single Engine)
9. Rejocted Takeoff 10. Tad Rotor Failures (Oral}
INFLIGHT MANEUVERS 11. Sartling With Power (Oral or Flight)
10. Steng Turm SEAPLANE OPERATIONS
11. Approaches to Stails 1. Taxiing, Sailing, Docking
, ¢ Sowcific Flight Characte istics 2. Step Taxi & Turm
. rlant Failure 3. Glazsy/Rough Water T.0./Landings
B ) LANDINGS 4, Normal TakeoH & Landings
14, Normal & Cromwind T.0. & Landings
15. From sn iLS OTHER
18, Cromwind 8, SkiPlans Ops (whan applicable) i 1 ]
17. With Simulsted Powsrpiant{s) Failure GENERAL
18. Rejected Landing 7. Judgmant
19. From Circiing Approach B. Crew Coordination
EMERGENCIES
20, Normal snd Abnormal Procsdurss ) AIRMAN COMPETENCY .INFORMATION:
21, Emmgency Procedures Desmorstrated Current Knowlsdgs FAR 135.233(a)
INSTRUMENT PROCEDURES Make/Model Expires 412 monthsl )
22. Aress Departure Camonstrated Competency FAR 135.293(b}
3. Hokling Make/Model Expires 12 months} { )
24, Arva Artivel Satisfectorily Demanstratad Line Checks
25. ILS Approsches FAR 135,290 Expirm (12 months} | )
28. Other instrument Approsches - Sstisfactorily Demonstrated IFR Proficiency :
Approsches: NDB/ADF FAR 135.297 Expirm { § monmba) | }
VOR U of Autopilot {is) (is not] Authorized. -
ILS Exphras (12 months) | }
Other [Specity) REMARKS
77, Circlirg Appraschm
28, Mimed Approsches '
28, Comm . Neav, Procedurm
__m f Auta, Pilot
k AF C] Approved CHECK AIRMAN'S ] Satiefactory
“uhl L O Chaspperoved PERFORMANCE (FAA Only} . 0 Ursstistactory
REGION - DISTRICT OFFICE FAA INSPECTOR's SIGNATURE
FAA Form 8410-3 a1



