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A f t e r  November 26, 1986, a i rp lanes  operated under 14 CFR 121 were 
requ i red  t o  be equipped w i t h  f l o o r  p r o x i m i t y  emergency escape pa th  markings. 
Escape path marking systems t h a t  have been approved by the  Federal A v i a t i o n  
Admin i s t ra t i on  (FAA) are genera l l y  a ser ies  o f  l i g h t s  mounted near t h e  f l o o r  
on a i s l e  passenger seats o r  a s e r i e s  o f  l i g h t s  along t h e  a i s l e  t h a t  are 
in tended t o  a s s i s t  persons t o  l o c a t e  e x i t s  d u r i n g  darkness o r  i n  smoke. The 
systems are b a t t e r y  powered t o  p rov ide  i l l u m i n a t i o n  when a i r p l a n e  e l e c t r i c a l  
power i s  no t  ava i l ab le .  

On May 9, 1989, t h e  FAA issued Advisory C i r c u l a r  (AC) 121-24A e n t i t l e d  
"Passenger Safe ty  In fo rmat ion  B r i e f i n g  and B r i e f i n g  Cards." Th is  AC, which 
prov ides guidance f o r  acceptable methods o f  in fo rming  passengers o f  t he  
s a f e t y  p rov i s ions  o f  a i rp lanes ,  suggests t h a t  f l o o r  p r o x i m i t y  emergency 
escape path markings be depic ted on s a f e t y  b r i e f i n g  cards and p o i n t e d  ou t  t o  
passengers du r ing  f l i g h t  a t tendant  o r a l  s a f e t y  b r i e f i n g s .  

The Safe ty  Board i s  p leased t h a t  many a i r  c a r r i e r s  have e lec ted  t o  
i nc lude  desc r ip t i ons  and l o c a t i o n s  o f  f l o o r  p r o x i m i t y  emergency escape pa th  
marking systems du r ing  f l i g h t  a t tendant  o r a l  s a f e t y  b r i e f i n g s  and a l so  on 
s a f e t y  b r i e f i n g  cards. However, almost 4 years a f t e r  t he  e f f e c t i v e  da te  o f  
t h e  FAA r e g u l a t i o n  t h a t  requ i red  f l o o r  p r o x i m i t y  emergency escape pa th  
marking systems and more than 17 months a f t e r  issuance o f  AC 121-24A, o the r  
a i r  c a r r i e r s  do n o t  p rov ide  s i m i l a r  s a f e t y  i n fo rma t ion  t o  passengers. 

The Safety  Board be l ieves  t h a t  a i r l i n e  passengers should be informed o f  
s a f e t y  equipment t h a t  w i l l  a l l o w  them t o  egress q u i c k l y  f o l l o w i n g  an 
acc ident .  Th is  can be e s p e c i a l l y  impor tan t  s ince  a i r  c a r r i e r s  a re  pe rm i t ted  
by t h e  FAA t o  use a v a r i e t y  o f  escape path marking systems and passengers may 
no t  be able t o  understand t h e  use o f  var ious  co lo red  l i g h t s  and arrows t h a t  
can be used t o  show t h e  l o c a t i o n s  o f  e x i t s .  Therefore,  t h e  Safe ty  Board 
be l ieves  t h a t  i n  the  absence o f  FAA requirements t o  i n fo rm passengers o f  t he  
l o c a t i o n  and opera t ion  o f  f l o o r  p r o x i m i t y  emergency escape pa th  marking 
systems i t  i s  appropr ia te  f o r  t h e  A i r  Transpor t  Assoc ia t ion  t o  encourage i t s  
members t o  d e p i c t  these sys tems  on passenger s a f e t y  b r i e f i n g  cards and f o r  
f l i g h t  a t tendants t o  descr ibe t h e  opera t i on  and l o c a t i o n  o f  t h e  systems 
du r ing  o r a l  sa fe ty  b r i e f i n g s .  
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Therefore, the National Transportation Safety Board recommends that the 

Request member air carriers to depict floor proximity emergency 
escape path marking systems on passenger safety briefing cards and 
t o  include descriptions of the location and operation of the 
systems during flight attendant oral safety briefings. (Class 11, 
Priority Action) (A-91-53) 

Chairman KOLSTAD, Vice Chairman COUGHLIN, and Members LAUBER and HARl 

Air Transport Association: 

concurred in this recommendation. C-HMIDT did not participate. 

James L. 
C h a i rman 

Kol stad 


