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July 9, 2004 ENCLOSURE A

Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation
Items of Interest

Week Ending July 9, 2004

Petitions to Shut Down Pilgrim and Seabrook Nuclear Power Stations

NRC received three separate petitions requesting that NRC order the shutdown of the Pilgrim
Nuclear Power Station.  One petition, submitted June 12, 2004, was based on concerns with
replacement operators and workers in the event of a strike at the plant, as the current contract
expires on July 13.  The second petition, submitted June 18, 2004, cited potential terrorist
threats around the July 4th holiday and the Democratic National Convention being held in
Boston, MA.  The third petition, submitted on June 25, 2004, requested that the NRC order the
shutdown of the Pilgrim and Seabrook Nuclear Power Stations due to security concerns
associated with the Democratic National Convention.  This last petition also requested that the
NRC increase security at these plants to the highest level, with specific emphasis on the spent
fuel pools.  The staff considered the immediate nature of the requests related to the July 4th

holiday.  The staff determined that there was no credible or specific threat to either Pilgrim or
Seabrook to warrant an immediate shutdown or an increase in their security level.  The staff
informed the petitioner of this determination.  Also, the staff is closely monitoring licensee
activities at Pilgrim as the contract negotiations are ongoing.  The staff is continuing its
evaluation of the petitions and will respond to the petitioners in accordance with Agency policy.  

Meeting with Electric Power Research Institute (EPRI) on Fuel Failure and Coolability Criteria

On July 7, 2004, representatives of EPRI met with NRC staff to discuss issues associated with
EPRI Topical Report TR-1002865, "Bases for RIA [Reactivity Insertion Accidents] Fuel Rod
Failure and Core Coolability Criteria."  The revised RIA criteria were developed by EPRI as part
of an effort to extend fuel rod average burnup levels beyond the current limit of 62 GWD/MTU
[gigawatt-days]/[metric ton-uranium].

The staff also held a separate meeting with EPRI and the nuclear industry’s Robust Fuel Group,
to discuss alternative proposals for acceptance criteria for fuel cladding performance during RIA
events.  The NRC staff and EPRI each presented their proposed acceptance criteria based on
the latest fuel cladding test data and discussed how this information could be incorporated into
the regulatory guidance.  The staff stated that it will consider the information presented, as well
as comments from the meeting participants as it continues to develop acceptance criteria for
future fuel cladding material performance in RIA events.

NRC Regulatory Issue Summary (RIS) 2004-11:  Supporting Information Associated With
Requests for Withholding Proprietary Information

On June 29, 2004, NRC issued the subject RIS to inform licensees of recent cases where
requests for withholding proprietary information, based on the competitive harm assertion
clause provided in 10 CFR §2.390(b), lacked sufficient supporting information for the NRC
review.  The RIS describes (1) the required supporting information in detail (including
examples); and (2) the process to be followed (i.e., marking of the documents), in preparing a
request, so that the agency can effectively and efficiently evaluate such requests. 
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Public Outreach Effort Associated with North Anna Early Site Permit Application

On July 6, 2004, as part of the NRC’s public outreach effort, a Project Manager from NRR met
with members of the Belmont, Spotsylvania County, Virginia Ruritan Club and their guests to
discuss the NRC’s role in the review of the North Anna early site permit application.  About 50
people were in attendance.  Based on feedback received at the meeting, the NRC’s
presentation, including the question and answer session, was well received.  NRC staff had
previously held public meetings in the area on the same subject, but most members of the
audience had not attended those meetings.  

10 CFR Part 26, Fitness for Duty Programs

On July 7-8, 2004, NRC staff held a Category 2 public meeting in Rockville, MD, to discuss
proposed revisions to the drug and alcohol testing program, as well as the work hour limits in
Part 26.  The meeting garnered significant public interest, with representatives from several
nuclear power plant licensees, the Nuclear Energy Institute (NEI), Westinghouse, the
International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers (IBEW), the Union of Concerned Scientists
(UCS), and the law firm of Winston & Strawn in attendance.  The staff presented proposed
changes to the regulations, and received feedback that will help the staff develop the draft rule
language. 
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Office of Nuclear Material Safety and Safeguards
Items of Interest

Week Ending July 9, 2004

Meeting to Draft a Safety Guidance for Enrichment and Conversion Facilities

From June 28 to July 3, 2004, staff from the Division of Fuel Cycle Safety and Safeguards
participated in a 5-day working-level consultants’ meeting at the International Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA) in Vienna, Austria, to develop DS 344, "Guide on Safety of Conversion and
Enrichment Facilities."  DS 344 contains guidance for the siting, design, construction,
commissioning, operation, and decommissioning of commercial enrichment and UF6 [Uranium
Hexafluoride] conversion facilities.  Once finalized, a fuel cycle facility operator/designer or a
country may use this document to enhance safety at its commercial enrichment or UF6
conversion facilities.  If requested, an IAEA safety review team may also use DS 344 to
independently evaluate safety at a commercial enrichment or UF6 conversion facility.  At the
meeting, there were five other participants representing the United Kingdom, France, and
Japan.  A followup meeting to further develop DS 344 is being contemplated for next January or
February.



July 9, 2004 ENCLOSURE C

Office of Nuclear Regulatory Research
Items of Interest

Week Ending July 9, 2004

SPAR Model Development Program

On July 1, 2004, the interoffice Standardized Plant Analysis Risk (SPAR) Model Users Group
(SMUG) met at the NRC headquarters in Rockville to discuss technical matters regarding the
SPAR Model Development Program.  Regional office staff and technical support contractor staff
from Idaho National Engineering and Environmental Laboratory (INEEL) and Brookhaven
National Laboratory (BNL) participated via teleconference.  The purpose of the meeting was to
review the status of the following tasks: enhanced Level 1, Revision 3 SPAR models; improved
loss of offsite power/station blackout module; results of the onsite quality assurance review of
the low power/shutdown (LP/SD) SPAR model for River Bend; the large early release frequency
(LERF) SPAR model for the first lead boiling water reactor (BWR); plans for performing a
feasibility study of a SPAR model-based approach for developing external events analysis
capability; and a user-friendly, input/output interface.  Copies of the draft bridge and
containment event tree structure for the first lead BWR (Peach Bottom 2 & 3) will be distributed
to the SMUG members for their review/comment.  In addition, a list of the modeling issues
identified during development of the Revision 3 SPAR models will be transmitted to the
membership for their information.

ACRS Meeting on LOCA Frequency Estimates

On July 7, 2002, RES staff updated the Advisory Committee on Reactor Safeguards (ACRS) on
progress in developing loss-of-coolant accident (LOCA) frequency estimates from expert
elicitation results and a concept for selecting an alternate break size based on the frequency
estimates.  The staff described on-going analyses to understand the sensitivity of the frequency
estimates to various approaches for interpreting the elicitation results.  The discussion on
alternate break size selection included a description of other LOCA frequency sources not
included within the expert elicitation and how those sources will be considered.

Initial Meetings of Working Group Addressing Davis-Besse Lessons Learned Task Force
(DBLLTF) Recommendations Regarding Reactor Coolant System Leakage

During the week of July 6, 2004, the staff held initial meetings of two newly-formed working
groups to address Davis-Besse Lessons Learned Task Force (DBLLTF) recommendations. 
These meetings begin the next phase of activities to resolve DBLLTF recommendations
following receipt of a report to re-evaluate the technical basis for reactor coolant system
leakage requirements and to assess the capabilities of currently used and state-of-the-art
leakage detection systems.  The recommendations addressed by these working groups relate
to the adequacy of risk assessment methods for passive component degradation and the need
to revise regulatory documents regarding reactor coolant pressure boundary leakage
monitoring. 
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ACR-700 Pre-application Reviews Issued for Two Focus Topics

On July 1, 2004, RES issued the technical documentation on Focus Topics 3 and 9 for the
Advanced CANDU (Canadian Deuterium Uranium) Reactor 700 (ACR-700) design to NRR for
use in the Pre-Application Safety Assessment Report (PASAR).  Regarding Focus Topic 3,
"Preliminary Determination of Database Adequacy for Thermal-Hydraulics of the Advanced
CANDU Reactor (ACR-700)," the RES staff has completed a preliminary review of the Atomic
Energy of Canada, Ltd., (AECL) experimental database for adequacy in supporting code
assessment and model development, and for its adequacy in resolving safety issues anticipated
in the Design Certification review.  The staff identified three areas that will require additional
review which involve header flow test setup, horizontal fuel bundles, and multiple pipe break
failures.  
Regarding Focus Topic 9, "Confirmation of Negative Void Reactivity,” RES completed
best-estimate neutronic calculations that predict the coolant void reactivity to be substantially
positive in large-break loss-of-coolant accidents (LOCAs).  Discussions between the staff and
AECL on these, and other issues will continue as work on the pre-application reviews
progresses.
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Chief Information Officer
Items of Interest

Week Ending July 9, 2004

Completion of Agencywide Documents Access and Management System (ADAMS) Public
Satisfaction Survey

The ADAMS Public User Survey has been removed from the website after an extension of the
initial comment period to June 30.  The extension was requested by the Nuclear Information
and Records Management Association (NIRMA) to provide their members an opportunity to
respond to the ADAMS survey.  165 responses from a diverse group of public users were
received during the survey.  Comments include user experiences with both the Web and Citrix-
based ADAMS, statements about Web use and general system responsiveness.  The
comments, which are being evaluated by Public Document Room (PDR) staff, will prove helpful
in determining future system upgrades and changes to the Public Adams Records System
(PARS).  

Freedom of Information Act and Privacy Act Requests Received During the Period of
July 2 through July 8, 2004:

Grounds maintenance, RS-ADM-05-396, current contract information FOIA/PA-2004-0281

Point Beach Unit 1, spring 2004 refueling and maintenance outage, all
records

FOIA/PA-2004-0282

Certification Board for Nuclear Cardiology, all communications between
NRC & CBNC, 3-1-04 thru 7-1-04

FOIA/PA-2004-0283

Browns Ferry Nuclear, TVA report, approximately July or August 1996, re:
Chem Nuclear’s Thermex System for processing radwaste in the
Radwaste System (77) (DCN W39816A)

FOIA/PA-2004-0284

Preceptor form stated in fax from Bill Reichhold to Dr. W. Nelligan, 11-03-
03; 12-5-03 letter from W. Nelligan to J. R. Madera, Madera & Reichhold
comments on letter, changes or modifications since 12-5-03

FOIA/PA-2004-0285

Allegation RIV-1997-A-0117, including all correspondence between
named individual & NRC

FOIA/PA-2004-0286

I.M.P.A.C. Listing FOIA/PA-2004-0287

Solicitation RS-ADM-05-396, Grounds Maintenance/Landscape Services FOIA/PA-2004-0288

Solicitation RS-ADM-05-396, Grounds Maintenance Services FOIA/PA-2004-0289

NRC OMB Circular A-130 (Information Technology) FOIA/PA-2004-0290

Berry Nuclear Services, 1982-1988, all records FOIA/PA-2004-0291

Contract ADM-04-423 (Housekeeping Services), all associated incumbent
current pricing information

FOIA/PA-2004-0292



July 9, 2004 ENCLOSURE I

Office of Human Resources
Items of Interest

Week Ending July 9, 2004

Arrivals

Mugeh Afshar-Tous Sr. Program Analyst ACRS/ACNW

Randall E. Brown Consultant HR

Allen G. Croff Member ACRS/ACNW

Marna Dove Sr. Program Analyst OCIO

Julie Forrest Secretary (OA) HR

Edgar Guillette Security Specialist NSIR

David A. Kerske General Engineer NMSS

Carl Moore Reactor Engineer R-III

Departures

Jennifer Albright Management Analyst NRR

Kimberly Bassett Sr. Budget Analyst OCFO

Gregory Hackett Emergency Response Coordinator NSIR
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Office of Public Affairs
Items of Interest

Week Ending July 9, 2004

Media Interest

The Office of Public Affairs (OPA) handled significant media inquiries on the following:

Petitions to close the Pilgrim nuclear plant during the Democratic Party Convention or during a
threatened strike by plant workers.

The Yucca Mountain Licensing Support Network and the Commission’s appointment of a Pre-
License Application Presiding Officer.

The ruling by the U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia in the Yucca Mountain case.

Other Public Affairs Items:

OPA assisted at a public meeting on the license renewal process for the Nine Mile Point nuclear
plant.

Press Releases

Headquarters:

04-082 NRC Names Pre-License Application Presiding Officer to Resolve Disputes
on Submittal of Yucca Mountain Documents (7/7)

04-083 NRC Finds No Significant Impacts from Continued Operation of Dresden
and Quad Cities Nuclear Plants (7/8)

04-084 Atomic Safety and Licensing Board to Hold Hearing on Use of Mixed-Oxide
Fuel at Catawba (7/9)

Regions:

I-04-036 NRC to Meet with Public to Discuss Spent Fuel Storage at Indian Point
(7/6)

III-04-040 NRC Davis-Besse Oversight Panel to Meet July 13 in Ohio (7/7)

III-04-041 NRC to Meet with Detroit Firm on Apparent Transportation and Storage
Violations (7/8)
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Office of International Programs
Items of Interest

Week Ending July 9, 2004

Region IV Invites Mexico to Observe Enforcement Conference

Region IV is inviting Victor Gonzalez, Head of Nuclear Safety for the Mexican Commission for
Nuclear Safety and Safeguards (CNSNS), to the Pre-Decisional Enforcement Conference with
the licensee for the Palo Verde nuclear power plant on August 20, 2004.  The enforcement
conference is to discuss a potential willful violation of fuel handling procedures.  Mr. Gonzalez
had expressed an interest in observing an Enforcement Conference during a NRC/CNSNS
bilateral meeting in February 2004.  
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Office of the Secretary
Items of Interest

Week Ending July 9, 2004

Document Released
to Public

Date Subject

Information Papers

1. SECY-04-0112 7/7/04 SECY-04-0112 Weekly Information Report -
Week Ending June 25, 2004

2. SECY-04-0103 6/23/04 Status of Response to the June 26, 2003,
Staff Requirements Memorandum on Policy
Issues Related to Licensing Non-Light
Water Reactor Designs

3. SECY-04-0104 6/24/04 Status Report on Power Uprates

Memoranda

1. M040707 7/7/04 Staff Requirements - Affirmation Session - I.
SECY-04-0098 - Pacific Gas & Electric Co.
(Diablo Canyon Power Plant, Units 1 and 2);
Applicant’s Motion to Terminate Proceeding
and Interveners’s Motion to Vacate; II.
SECY-04-0099 - Duke Energy Corp.
(Catawba Nuclear Station, Units 1 and 2),
Order on the Board’s Certified Questions on
Admissibility of a Security Contention; III.
SECY-04-0101 - Appointment of a Pre-
license Application Presiding Officer (PAPO)
for High Level Waste Repository Pre-license
Application Phase

Commission Correspondence

1. Letter to Senator George Voinovich, dated June 30, 2004, provides response to
questions regarding inspector training.

2. Letter to Senator John McCain and Conferees, dated June 30, 2004, provides the
Commission’s concerns about Section 10(a) of S. 2279.

3. Letter to Congressman Jim Gibbons, dated June 30, 2004, responds to request for
information about the transport of nuclear waste to Yucca Mountain.

4. Letter to Senator Christopher Dodd, dated June 30, 2004, responds to constituent
concerns about the Historic Preservation Act activities associated with Connecticut
Yankee Atomic Power Company’s Independent Spent Fuel Storage Installation.
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Federal Register Notices Issued

1. Advisory Committee on Nuclear Waste, Meeting on Planning and Procedures, notice of
meeting (07/20/04).

2. In the Matter of U.S. Department of Energy (High Level Waste Repository: Pre-
Application Matters), CLI-04-20, Order.

3. NRC/DOE, Docket No. PAPO-00, ASLBP No. 04-829-01-PAPO, Establishment of Atomic
Safety and Licensing Board over U.S. DOE, High-Level Waste Repository: Pre-
Application Matters proceeding.  

4. Advisory Committee on Nuclear Waste, notice of 152nd meeting (7/20-22/04).
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Region IV
Items of Interest

Week Ending July 9, 2004

Public Meeting with Omaha Public Power District (OPPD)

On July 8, 2004, representatives of the OPPD met with Region IV staff in a public meeting to
brief the staff on its major capital improvement initiatives for the Fort Calhoun nuclear station
that includes steam generator replacement, pressurizer replacement, reactor vessel head
replacement, and construction of an independent spent fuel storage installation.  
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Office of Congressional Affairs
Items of Interest

Week Ending July 9, 2004

CONGRESSIONAL HEARING SCHEDULE,  NO. 66
Portner TBA

SD-124
TBA Markup FY2005 Energy and Water

Development Appropriations
Senators Domenici/Reid
Energy and Water Development
Appropriations

Keeling Week of
07/12/04
TENTATIVE

TBA Markup Homeland Security Authorization Reps. Cox/Turner
Select Committee on Homeland     
Security

Keeling 07/13/04
2322 RHOB

9:30 TBA Consolidation of Energy and Nuclear
Security Intelligence Offices

Reps. Hall/Boucher
Energy and Air Quality
Energy and Commerce

Keeling 07/13/04
SD-366

10:00 Kyle McSlarrow, DOE Role of Nuclear Power in National
Energy Policy

Senators Domenici/Bingaman
Energy & Natural Resources

Combs 07/13/04
2154 RHOB

10:00 OPM, GAO, DOD, DOE,
HHS

Federal Hiring Process Reps. Davis/Davis
Civil Service and Agency Organization
Government Reform

Keeling 07/20/04
SD-342 

9:00 TBA Federal Workforce Management Senators Voinovich/Durbin
Oversight of Government            
Management, the Federal Workforce,   
 and the District of Columbia
Governmental Affairs
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